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KIA and PDF combined terrorists brutally attack ATR-72-600
passenger aircraft of MNA preparing to depart from Myitkyina Airport
for Mandalay with FPV suicide drones

NAY PYI TAW February 20
KIA and PDF terrorist com-
bined groups, with the intention
of undermining regional deve-
lopment, disrupting the govern-
ment’s administrative mecha-
nisms, and destabilizing local
peace and security, have been

ing mines and blowing up infra-
structure such as roads, bridges,
schools, and hospitals; launching
long-range rocket attacks; and
using drones to drop bombs in
brutal assaults. On 12 February,
they committed an attack on
the airport in Myitkyina, Kachin

The aircraft sustained minor damage after being struck by bomb fragments.

recklessly carrying out destru-  State, using FPV suicide drones.
While such terrorist acts con-

ctive acts. These include plant-

The aircraft sustained minor damage after being struck by bomb fragments.

tinue, at around 8:12 pm on 20
February, KIA and PDF terrorist
combined groups carried out
another attack. An ATR-72-600
passenger aircraft operated
by Myanmar National Airlines
(MNA), which plays a vital role
in facilitating civilian travel
and the swift flow of goods
unrelated to military affairs, was
at Myitkyina Airport preparing
to depart for Mandalay after
boarding passengers. At that
time, KIA and PDF terrorist
combined groups launched a
malicious attack using FPV

suicide drones with the intent
to cause death and injuries
among civilian passengers.
In the incident, the aircraft
sustained minor damage after
being struck by bomb fragments
on the nose section, the mid-
fuselage, and the tail. Security
personnel promptly carried out
necessary evacuations to safe
areas and conducted assistance
and rescue operations. There
were no injuries or fatalities
among passengers or crew
members in the incident.

The deliberate attack on a

civilian airline that significantly
supports public transport and
the swift flow of commodities
unrelated to military affairs
constitutes a war crime under
the Geneva Conventions and
international law. Hence, not
only local residents but also
people across the country have
strongly condemned and den-
ounced these terrorist acts with
revulsion. Security forces are
continuing to carry out necessary
area security operations and
will undertake effective and
firm countermeasures. 100

Canola and niger planted on more than 20,000 acres of croplands in Katha District

KATHA February 20

According to the Katha District Agri-
culture Department, local farmers grew
22,218 acres of canola and niger as cold
season crops in Katha District of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop cul-
tivation period, Katha District planned to
cultivate 23,832 acres of canola (mustard)
and niger. Planting began in October
2025, and as of today, a total of 22,218
acres have been successfully planted.

“Canola and niger are cultivated every

year. They are used both as edible oil
and for medicinal purposes. During this
winter season, Katha District planned
to cultivate more than 23,000 acres of
canola and niger, and at present, more
than 22,000 acres have already been
planted. Cultivation has exceeded the
originally planned acreage,” said Daw
Khin Myat Myat Oo, District Head of
the Katha District Department of Agri-
culture.

Township-wise completion of canola
and niger cultivation in Katha District is

reported as follows: in Katha Township,
132 acres of canola and 12,756 acres of
niger; in Indaw Township, 2,200 acres
of niger; in Htigyaing Township, 4,680
acres of niger; and in Bamauk Town-
ship, 2,221 acres of canola and 229
acres of niger, bringing the total to 22,218
acres.

For the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, the township-wise cultivation
targets in Katha District were set as
follows: in Katha Township, 207 acres
of canola and 13,600 acres of niger; in

Indaw Township, 220 acres of canola
and 1,860 acres of niger; in Htigyaing
Township, 335 acres of canola and 3,970
acres of niger; and in Bamauk Township,
3,220 acres of canola and 420 acres of
niger, totalling 23,832 acres, according
to reports.

In Katha District, canola and niger
are cultivated regularly from year to
year. Within Sagaing Region, these
crops are mainly grown in Katha and
Kawlin Districts.

SK
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More than 1,000 acres of onion and garlic planted in Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU February 20

Local farmers grew 1,173 acres of
onion and garlic as cold season crops in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway Re-
gion, exceeding the target cultivation,
according to the Township Agriculture
Department.

In Pwintbyu Township, authorities
initially planned to cultivate 1,125 acres
of onion and 28 acres of garlic during this
year’s winter cropping season. Planting
began in October, and as of today, far-

mers have completed cultivation on 1,135
acres of onion and 38 acres of garlic,
surpassing the original target.

“The plan for this year’s winter sea-
son in Pwintbyu Township was to grow
1,153 acres of onion—both red and white
varieties—to help strengthen local food
security and increase farmers’ income. As
of today, cultivation has been completed
on 1,173 acres, exceeding the planned
area. To improve yield, enhance crop
quality, and ensure the production of

healthy crops, our department has been
providing on-site technical support,
including modern cultivation methods,”
said Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of Pwint-
byu Township Department of Agricul-
ture. “Because onion prices have reco-
vered, farmers have expanded their
cultivation this year.”

The Township Department of Agricul-
ture has also supported red onion gro-
wers by helping them expand cultivated
acreage, improve yields, access quality

Local News |19

and locally suitable seed varieties,
adopt proper cultivation systems, use
fertilizers and inputs effectively, and
prevent pests and diseases.

If farmers can successfully improve
onion yields and quality, the harvest will
support local consumption needs and
any surplus can be sold for additional
income, contributing to local socio-econo-
mic development. Therefore, efforts
should continue across all areas to fur-
ther expand onion cultivation, Daw Moe
Moe Wai added.

SMK

Myinmu Township expands target cultivation of chickpea this year

MYINMU February 20

According to Sagaing District Agri-
culture Department, local farmers culti-
vated chidkpea on the croplands excee-
ding the target cultivation in Myinmu
Township of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Myinmu Township plans to cul-
tivate 13,534 acres of chickpea. Planting
began in October this year, and as of now
atotal of 14,214 acres have already been
planted, according to reports.

“During this year’s winter cropping
season in Myinmu Township, more than
13,000 acres of chickpea were originally
targeted for cultivation, but more than
14,000 acres have already been planted.
At present, chickpea cultivation has
exceeded the planned acreage. Chickpea
cultivation has been increasing year by

year. To ensure good yields and quality
of pulses, we are working together with
farmers to provide quality seeds, nece-
ssary inputs, and post-harvest tech-
nologies,” said Daw Myat Moe Win,
District Head of the Sagaing District
Department of Agriculture.

Itis also reported that locally suitable,
high-yielding chickpea varieties such
as Yezin-8 and Yezin-11 are being sele-
cted for cultivation, and that cultivating
one acre of chickpea costs more than
Ks-300,000.

During this winter cropping season, in
the cultivation of various pulse crops, the
Department is cooperating with farmers
to provide quality seeds, agricultural
inputs, and post-harvest technologies
required to improve yield and quality.
In addition, awareness-raising and ex-

tension act1v1t1es are be1ng carmed out
through lead farmers to promote the
use of beneficial fungi (Trichoderma)
during pulse cultivation.

Sagaing Region is the leading region
nationwide in terms of total cultivated

area for pulses Pulses canbe grown as

amain crop as well as in multiple and
intercropping systems, and farmers are
therefore cultivating them as income-
generating crops.

SMK

Traders sell large volume of Pakhan strain paddy to Yangon market

MYANAUNG February 20

Local merchants from Myanaung
Township of Ayeyawady Region sold a
large volume of Pakhan strain of paddy
to Yangon market, said Daw San San
Win, the owner of rice and paddy trading
in Myanaung Township.

Up to 60,000 baskets of Pakhan strain

paddy were shipped and sold from
Myanaung Township to the Yangon
market, according to sources.

“Large volumes of Pakhan paddy were
shipped from Myanaung Township over
the past month,” said Daw San San Win, a
rice and paddy trading depot owner from
Myanaung Township. “Pakhan paddy sent

from Myanaung to the Yangon market
is of fairly good quality. Demand from
buyers in the Yangon market is strong,
which has led to increased shipments.
Current paddy prices are also high, and
Pakhan paddy is in strong demand in
the domestic rice and paddy market.”

Itis reported that Pakhan paddy shipp-

ed from Myanaung Township to the
Yangon market over the past month has
been trading at up to Ks-1,550,000 per
100 baskets. With trading activity impro-
ving, farmers, traders, loading and un-
loading workers, and freight truck rental
operators are gaining increased employ-
ment opportunities. SK

Cultivation of maize exceeds target acreage in Sagaing Township this year

SAGAING February 20

Local farmers grew the maize on the
croplands exceeding the target sown
acreage in Sagaing Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the Township Agri-

culture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Sagaing Township plans to
cultivate a total of 22,911 acres of maize
crops, comprising 3,584 acres of maize

and 19,327 acres of sweet corn. Planting
began in October 2025, and as of today,
3,063 acres of maize and 22,487 acres
of sweet corn—totalling 25,550 acres—
have already been planted, according
to reports.

“During this year’s winter cropping
season in Sagaing Township, 22,911 acres
of maize and sweet corn were originally
targeted for cultivation, but 25,550 acres
have already been planted. At present,
maize cultivation has been completed at
100 percent of the planned area. To en-
sure successful crop development, we
are providing farmers with technical
guidance and awareness-raising activi-
ties, including measures to prevent pest
and disease infestations,” said U Myo
Thant Aung, Head of the Sagaing Town-

ship Department of Agriculture.

This year, the Sagaing Township De-
partment of Agriculture has been pro-
viding training to farmers cultivating
grain maize and sweet corn, conducting
field demonstrations, promoting preven-
tive measures against fall armyworm,
and disseminating information on in-
tegrated crop protection systems, inclu-
ding the use of neem-based pesticides
as well as ginger- and chilli-based pest
control treatments, it is reported.

In Sagaing Township, maize yields
exceed 50 baskets per acre, with culti-
vation costs of about Ks-500,000 per acre.
Sweet corn yields average around 15,000
ears per acre, while cultivation costs
exceed Ks-500,000 per acre, according
to available data. SK
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Trump orders Pentagon to release ﬁles on aliens and UFOs

WASHINGTON February 20

US President Donald Trump has anno-
unced he will order the Department
of War and other agencies to release
government files related to alien life
because of “tremendous interest.”

In a Truth Social post on Friday, Trump
said the records marked for disclosure
would cover unidentified aerial pheno-
mena and unidentified flying objects,
along with “any and all other information
connected to these highly complex, but
extremely interesting and important,
matters.”

Trump made the announcement hours
after accusing former President Barack
Obama of disclosing “classified infor-
mation” when he suggested in a recent
podcast interview that aliens were real.

Obama’s remarks went viral last
weekend after podcast host Brian Tyler
Cohen asked the former president
whether aliens exist.

“They’rereal, but I haven’t seen them,”

A

Obama said. “And they’re not being kept
in, whatisit? Area 51. There’s no under-
ground facility, unless there’s this enor-
mous conspiracy and they hid it from
the president of the United States.”
Area 51 refers to a classified US Air
Force site in Nevada that has long been
the focus of conspiracy theories alleging
the government conducts secret research

there and stores extraterrestrial mate-
rials and technology.

Trump said he would direct the secre-
tary of war and other officials “to begin
the process of identifying and releasing
government files related to alien and
extraterrestrial life, unidentified aerial
phenomena (UAP), and unidentified
flying objects(UFOs).” He noted that the

decision was driven by “tremendous
interest” in the subject, without elaborating.

Speaking to reporters on Thursday,
Trump said, “I don’t know if they’re real
or not,” adding of Obama, “I may get
him out of trouble by declassifying.”

Clarifying his stance, Obama later
said he had seen no evidence that aliens
“have made contact with us,” but added
that “statistically, the universe is so
vast that the odds are good there’s life
out there.”

Asked about the prospect of extrate-
rrestrial visitors, Trump said: “I don’t
have an opinion on it. I never talk about it.
Alot of people do. A lot of people believe
it.”

In late 2024, the Pentagon announced
it had received 757 new reports of uni-
dentified UAPs between May 2023 and
June 2024.

Of those, 21 “merit further analysis”
because of “anomalous characteristics
and/or behaviors.” RT

Epstein-linked former Prince Andrew released but still under investigation

LONDON February 20

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor, the
brother of King Charles III, has been
released by UK police after nearly
12 hours of questioning following his
arrest on Thursday. He remains under
investigation on suspicion of misconduct
in public office.

Mountbatten-Windsor was stripped
of his royal titles last year over his past
friendship with disgraced US financier
and sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.

According to the BBC, the former pr-
ince is the first senior royal to be arrested
in modern history.

Andrew was arrested at his temporary
home at the King’s private residence
in Sandringham, Norfolk, at around 8
AM. Police conducted searches at Wood
Farm on the estate and at addresses
in Berkshire.

“On Thursday, we arrested a man in
his sixties from Norfolk on suspicion of
misconduct in public office. The arre-
sted man has now been released under
investigation,” Thames Valley Police
said in a brief statement.

King Charles said the “law must take
its course” and that the police had his
“full and wholehearted support and
cooperation.”

Mountbatten-Windsor, who has denied
any wrongdoing, came under renewed
public scrutiny last month after the US
Department of Justice released new
emails and photos related to the Epstein
case.

In 2022, Mountbatten-Windsor reached
an out-of-court settlement with Virginia
Giuffre, who accused him of sexual
assault. Giuffre alleged that Epstein and
his close associate Ghislaine Maxwell

had trafﬁcked her to the former prince
in the early 2000s, when she was 17.
Giuffre committed suicide in 2025, and

her posthumously released memoirs
prompted the King to strip Mountbatten-

Windsor of his titles. RT

Tiirkiye, Saudi Arabia sign 2 bln USD solar power deals

ISTANBUL February 20

Tirkiye and Saudi Arabia on Friday
signed agreements to build solar power
plants with a total investment of 2 billion
U.S. dollars in central and southern
Turkiye.

Signed in Istanbul in the presence of
Turkish Energy and Natural Resources
Minister Alparslan Bayraktar, the agree-

ments pave the way for solar power
projects with a total installed capacity of
2,000 megawatts in the Sivas province
and the Taseli area of Karaman.
Speaking to reporters, Bayraktar
said the solar projects would generate
enough electricity to meet the needs of
2.1 million households. He added that
atleast 50 percent of the materials and

equipment for both plants would be
sourced locally.

The minister said construction would
begin later this year, with both plants
scheduled to commence commercial
operations in early 2028 and reach full
capacity as soon as possible thereafter.

"In the second phase of the agreement,
an additional 3,000-megawatt investment

in solar and wind power plants is planned,
bringing the total capacity under the
deal to 5,000 megawatts," he added.
According to the minister, Tiirkiye has
increased its installed capacity in solar
and wind to over 40,000 megawatts and
aims toraise it to 120,000 megawatts by
2035.
Xinhua

5.8-magnitude
earthquake hits
E. Afghanistan

KABUL February 20

A 5.8-magnitude earthquake hit eastern Afghanistan on
Friday at around 5:40 pm local time, with strong tremors

felt in the capital, Kabul.

The epicenter was located northeast of Kabul in Panjshir

east longitude, with a focal depth of 90.7 km.

Mohammad Yousuf Hammad, spokesman for the Afghani-
stan Natural Disaster Management Authority, said in a state-

ment that so far no casualties or property damage have

province, at 35.59 degrees north latitude and 69.76 degrees

been reported from the earthquake.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

A Beginner’s Guide to Solar Energy (Eve

Have you ever felt frustrated
byrising electricitybills or worried
about the environmental impact
of your energy consumption?

Traditional energy sources,
like fossil fuels, are not only be-
coming more expensive but also
releasing harmful greenhouse
gasses into the atmosphere.

In fact report shows that The
United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) esti-
mates that the electric power
sector is the second-largest
source of greenhouse gas emi-
ssions in the U.S., accounting
for roughly 25 percent of total
emissions in 2022, which isn’t
good at all. The good news is
there’s a clean and abundant
alternative:solar energy.

In this blog post, we’llbe going
through solar energy, how it
works, the different ways it can
be used, and the benefits of
going solar.

Let’s get started, shall we?

What Is Solar Energy

Solar energyis arenewable and
sustainable form of electricity
that uses the sun’s rays. It is
used in a variety of technologies
to produce energy, heat water,
and power a broad range of app-
lications. At its heart, solar ener-
gyisthe conversion of sunlightinto
useful energy using photovoltaic
cells or solar thermal collectors.

The sun emits an enormous
quantity of energy, which reaches
Earth in the form of sunlight.
This sunshine includes photons,
which are particles of light. When
these photons reach a solar
panel, they may be absorbed by
semiconductors such as silicon.
This absorption process pro-
duces an electric current known
as the photovoltaic effect.

Itis also a clean and ecologi-
cally beneficial energy source,
emitting no greenhouse gases or
air pollutants during operation.
How Does Solar Energy Work

Sunshine might seem simple,
but it packs a powerful punch
when it comes to generating
electricity.

Here is what’s behind how
solar panels convert sunlight

s — ]
into usable energy;
* Sunlight to Electricity
The most common method
of harnessing solar energy is
through photovoltaic (PV) tech-
nology. PV panels made up of
semiconductor materials such
as silicon, capture sunlight and
convert it directly into electricity
through the photovoltaic effect.
This effect occurs when pho-
tons from sunlight strike the
PV cells, causing electrons to
be freed from atoms within the
semiconductor material, thus
generating an electric current.
PV panels are typically insta-
lled on rooftops orin open areas
where they can receive maxi-
mum sunlight exposure.
They are connected to an in-
verter, which converts the direct
current (DC) produced by the
panels into alternating current
(AC) suitable for powering ele-
ctrical devices and feeding into
the grid.
*Solar Thermal Systems
Another method of harnessing
solar energy is through solar
thermal systems, which utilize
sunlight to generate heat. In
these systems, solar collectors
absorb sunlight and convert it
into heat energy, which is then
transferred to a fluid (such as
water or a heat transfer fluid)
circulating within the collector.
This heated fluid is then used
for various purposes, including
space heating, water heating,
or industrial processes. Solar
thermal systems can be passive
or active, depending on whether
they rely on natural convection

or require pumps to circulate
the fluid.

+Storage and Distribution

One challenge with solar en-
ergy is its intermittent nature,
as sunlight is not available at
all times or in consistent amo-
unts.

In order to address thisissue,
energy storage solutions such
as batteries can store excess
electricity generated during
sunny periods for use during
cloudy days or at night.

Additionally, solar energy can
be distributed through the ele-
ctrical grid to homes, businesses,
and industries. Grid-connected
solar systems allow surplus
electricity to be exported to the
grid, while grid-tied buildings
can draw power from the grid
when solar generation is insu-
fficient.

What is Solar Energy Used for?

Solar energy finds diverse
applications across various
sectors, providing clean and
sustainable power for different
purposes:

e Electricity Generation

Solar power systems, including
rooftop installations and solar
farms, produce electricity for
residential, commercial, and
industrial use.

*Water Heating

Solar water heaters use sun-
light to heat water for homes
and businesses, offering a cost-
effective and eco-friendly alter-
native to conventional water
heating methods.

»Space Heating and Cooling

Solar energyis used for passive
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and active heating and cooling
systems in buildings, reducing
energy consumption for climate
control.
*Agriculture

Solar-powered irrigation sys-
tems and equipment support
agricultural activities, particu-
larly in remote areas with limited
access to electricity.

e Transportation

Solar energy powers experi-
mental solar vehicles for short-
distance travel, contributing
to sustainable transportation
solutions.

« Off-grid Applications

Solar lanterns, home solar
kits, and telecommunications
systems provide reliable power
in off-grid areas, promoting en-
ergy access and independence.

* Desalination

Solar-powered desalination
plants convert seawater into
freshwater, addressing water
scarcity in coastal regions susta-
inably.

Advantages & Disadvantages
Of Solar Energy

Solar energy surely has its
pros and cons. Below are some
ofit’s key advantages and disa-
dvantages;

Advantages

rything You Need to Know)

The solar market today

The solar market is booming!
Fueled by falling costs, govern-
ment incentives, and a growing
awareness of environmental
issues, solar energy is rapidly
becoming a mainstream energy
source. Here’s a closerlookat the
state of the solar market today:

* Surging Capacity: The U.S.
boasts over 179 gigawatts (GW)
ofinstalled solar capacity, which
is enough to power a stagger-
ing 32.5 million homes. That’s
a significant jump from just a
decade ago, it only shows the
fast growth of solar adoption.

eExponential Growth: The
past decade has been a period of
exceptional growth for the solar
market in the United States. The
industry has seen an impressive
average annual growth rate of
22 percent, indicating a strong
shift towards renewable energy.

*Democratization of Solar:
Solar power is no longer just
for large corporations or early
adopters. There are over 4.8
million individual solar installa-
tions in the U.S. This encompa-
sses a wide range of systems,
from small rooftop panels on
homes to large utility-scale solar
farms generating megawatts
of clean electricity. This signifies
that solar is becoming increa-
singly accessible to homeowners
and businesses alike.

*Grid Integration: The growth
of utility-scale solar farms is
particularly noteworthy. These
large installations contribute
hundreds of megawatts of clean
electricity directly to the power
grid. This helps to diversify
energy sources, reduce reliance
on fossil fuels, and create a more
sustainable energy mix. A.E

Disadvantages

1. Renewable & Sustainable

2. Environmentally Friendly

1. Intermittent Energy Source

2. High Initial Costs

3. Low Operating Costs

3. Land Use and Environmental Impact

4. Energy Independence

4. Weather Dependent

5. Reduced Greenhouse Gas Emissions

5. Energy Storage Challenges

6. Long Lifespan of Solar Panels

6. Geographic Limitations

7. Job Creation and Economic Benefits

7. Solar Energy Collection Efficiency
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