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NAY PYI TAW February 9

Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of State Security
and Peace Commission, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing held
ameeting with the Chairman of
Union Election Commission, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council Chairman,
region/state chief ministers at
the meeting hall of National
Defence and Security Council
Office this afternoon.

Also present at the meeting
were Vice Chairman of SSPC
Vice-Senior General Soe Win,
SSPC member Prime Minister
U Nyo Saw, Executive Chief
U Aung Lin Dway, SSPC Secre-
tary General Ye Win Oo, SSPC
members, union ministers, UEC
members, deputy ministers
and officials.

Successful holding
of the election

In his address, the Senior
General said multi-party de-
mocracy general election was
held successfully in 263 town-
shipsin three phases beginning
from 28 December 2025. Dur-
ing the election, people went to
the polls enthusiastically and in
discipline. Voters waiting their
turn in queues illustrates the
public support of the election
and endeavour of the State.
Some politicians who have
different political views did
not take part in the election.
Over 13.14 million voters out of
over 24 million eligible voters
of the country went to the
polls, and the voter turnout
was 54.22 percent. A study of
international elections shows
that general elections were in
199 countries in 2025 and the
nearest periods, and it is found
that the voter turnout was less
than 54 percent. Included in the
said 50 countries were France,
Algeria, Bulgaria, Egypt, Croa-
tia, Jamaica, Japan, countries
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State recognizes and thanks people who voted as decorous citizens for nation’s dignity
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets with
Chairman of UEC, Nay Pyi Taw Council Chairman, region/state chief ministers.

where democracy flourished.
Hence, the Myanmar election
canbe claimed tobe a successful
one.

Voting was via the MEVMs and
they were used in the election
after undergoing tests many
times during the preparatory
period before the election. The
government in office has to
assume the responsibilities of
the State due to vote rigging at
the 2020 multi-party democracy
general election. Hence, the
government in office conduc-
ted the 2024 population and
housing census for the correc-
tness of the voter lists. Checks
and counter checks were made
anumber of times to ensure that
voter lists had no errors. There
were some people missing in the
voter lists for certain reasons,

but utmost efforts were made
to clear the voter list from any
mistakes.

Each MEVM at each polling
station was functioning inde-
pendently, and there was no
connection between one MEVM
and another. The government in
office has assumed the duties
of the State as there was vote
rigging at the 2020 election, so
it made efforts to ensure that
the voter list was free from
errors and that the election
was free and fair and it was
honourable and successful.
Although the State had to bear
alot of financial expense for the
election, the phase by phasepro-
gram had reduced the cost,and
ensured a proper system in tak-
ing measures for the manage-
ment and security functions.

Preparations were made to
prevent the occurrence of any
kind of vote rigging in advance
voting. Those who could be
absent during the voting period
were systematically recorded
and made arrangements for
them to cast advance votes.
The Senior General expressed
sincere thanks for the voters,
saying that it is a pride for the
country, that they were the per-
sonswhotrulyloved and accepted
the multi-party democracy,
and that they went to the polls
peacefully and in discipline as
the dignified citizens.

When this Government as-
sumed responsibility, the Union
Election Commission was
restructured, and systematic
scrutiny was carried out in
connection with the 2020 multi-

party democratic general elec-
tion, with necessary actions
taken accordingly. Subsequen-
tly, it was observed that pre-
paratory work for holding ele-
ctions and the enactment of
election-related laws were also
implemented in a systematic
manner. Therefore, the speaker
expressed gratitude not only to
the current Chairperson and
members of the Union Election
Commission but also to the pre-
vious Union Election Commis-
sion that served during this
Government’s term.

Efforts were made to enable
political parties to participate
during the election. In doing so,
the proportional representation
(PR) system was applied to en-
sure that smaller parties and

See Page - 19mm
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ethnic representatives could
take part in the parliamentary
political arena. It was also un-
dertaken so that representa-
tives from all regions and from
ethnic political parties could
enter the legislature and par-
ticipate in discussions and
actions concerning the inte-
rests of their respective re-
gions and their aspirations. As
aresult of these efforts, it was
observed that more represen-
tatives from ethnic political
parties and smaller parties are
participating in the current
election.

Plans for small parties
and ethnic representatives
to join the forthcoming
Hluttaw

A total of 57 political parties
contested in the election, and
six parties competed in all
regions and states. Hluttaw
representatives from 31 par-
ties and one independent can-
didate were elected. According
to the vote results, the Union
Solidarity and Development
Party received 44.19 percent,
the National Unity Party 13.34
percent, the People’s Party
8.85 percent, the People’s Pio-
neer Party 7.65 percent, and
the Shan and Nationalities
Democratic Party 6.17 per-
cent. Representatives from
ethnic political parties like-
wise secured victories. As the
process was carried out un-
der the proportional repre-
sentation (PR) system, this was
seen as effectively implemen-
ting a genuine multi-party
system.

The registration of political
parties was carried out syste-
matically in accordance with
the law. Based on the election
results obtained, the relative
strength of party membership
can be estimated. Political
parties cannot remain detac-
hed from the public; those par-
ties that maintained extensive
engagement with the people
and were able to carry out effe-
ctive party organization and
mobilization secured public
support. Lessons can also be
drawn that political parties
must undertake systematic
preparations well in advance
of election periods. Parties
are required to publicize their
policies and regulations so that
the public is well informed and
to conduct organizational and
outreach activities accordingly.
It was further emphasized
that efforts must be made to

ensure that future elections
are conducted better than the
current one. With regard to
the election results obtained,
political parties were informed
that if they have any doubts,
they may submit them to the
Union Election Commission in
accordance with established
procedures.

Need to make
preparations to convene
Hluttaw sessions

As the election has now been
successfully held and conclu-
ded, preparations are curren-
tly under way to convene the
Hluttaw sessions in the near
future. The Union Government,
together with region and state
governments, is carrying out
advance preparatory work
accordingly. It was emphasized
that preparations need to be
made to ensure the readiness
of relevant Hluttaw buildings,
aswell as to provide convenient
arrangements for accommo-
dation, catering, and health-
care services for Hluttaw rep-
resentatives.

Further efforts for
the forthcoming elected
government to smoothly
work process

The records of the current
Government’s actions should
be compiled and maintainedin a
systematic manner. In line with
the saying “one written word is
worth a hundred spoken words,”
accurate and well-organized
documentation should be kept
at the Union, region, and state
levels. This was underscored
as necessary to ensure that
future governments are able
to assume and carry out state
responsibilities smoothly on
the basis of accurate informa-
tion.

Need to strive for
economic development
of the State in available
timeframe

The economic driving force is
essential for the development
of a country. Therefore, during
the remaining period of this
Government, efforts must be
made to promote national eco-
nomic development. Since the
country can only progress thr-
ough economic growth, it was
urged that everyone work to-
gether to develop the economy
within the available time. In
carrying out these efforts, pri-
ority should be given to agri-
culture, livestock, and produc-
tion-related sectors as the foun-
dation.

Agricultural activities should

be carried out to increase yield
per acre, and efforts should also
be made to promote multiple-
cropping practices. While efforts
have been made since the as-
sumption of responsibility to
ensure domestic edible oil
sufficiency, the results achieved
so far have been limited. There-
fore, continued efforts are nee-
ded to successfully cultivate
oil-producing crops. These
crops should be grown prima-
rily to support domestic oil
production rather than for ex-
port as raw materials. Only
in this way can domestic oil
sufficiency improve and the
use of foreign currency be
significantly reduced.

Due to unmet agricultural
targets, the country’s annual
revenues have been declining.
Efforts should therefore be
made to achieve output in
accordance with per-acre yield
targets to increase income.
By doing so, foreign exchange
earnings will raise, which will
in turn significantly support
domestic economic develop-
ment. These efforts are also
meant to assist the incoming
government in continuing the
work.

Necessary to create clean,
pleasant, and beautiful
good environments
for the people

In accordance with the motto
we have set, "Let's preserve
the natural environment for
the tranquility of the State,"
the people must strive to be
able to live in a beautiful and
pleasant good environment.
As it is necessary to carry out
planting and preserving trees
and forests, for the cleanliness,
beauty, and greenery of towns
and villages, it is also desired
that efforts be made accordingly
by the relevant regions and
states. By creating and providing
good environments for the
people in this way, the people's
mindsets will improve, and they
will achieve greater peace and
prosperity.

Necessary for all school-
aged children to be able to
receive an education
for the future development
of the State

In the near future, students
will reach the summer school
holiday period. During this
summer school holiday period,
itisnecessary to be able to open
and conduct summer courses
that will help them in their
lives, allowing the children to
use their time beneficially. Thr-
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ough systematically resting
physically and mentally, it is
necessary to act so that they
develop a desire to strive even
harder in the coming academic
year.

All school-aged children
attending school is very impor-
tant for the future development
of the State. It is necessary to
collectively strive to help, as
muchaspossible, toincrease the
transition rates of students. It is
necessary tobe able to formulate
an education system that will
benefit the State and the lives
of students. It is necessary to
act so that youths can master
subjects that allow them to
stand on their own feet. In
areas where schools cannot
be opened for various reasons,
it is necessary to act so that
schools can be reopened and
teaching conducted within the
coming academic year.

Strive to ensure security
and stability region by region

Security and stability work
region by region must be collec-
tively striven for by the Tatma-
daw, the Myanmar Police Force,
and all responsible persons. In
carrying out this work, it must
be done in collaboration with
the people living in the region
who desire stability and peace.
In unstable regions, groups
that are armed and carrying
out violent acts are engaging
in forced self-interested pur-
suits for their own personal
gain, such as producing and
selling narcotic drugs and
illegally extracting natural
resources found in respective
regions.

Due to these terrorists, regi-
onal instability occurs, and
because basic education schools
are closed, school-aged children
are losing many of their rights.
For the people to fully enjoy
stability and peace, the strength
of the Tatmadaw, the strength
of the Myanmar Police Force,
and the strength of the people
must be combined to suppress
the terrorists. It is necessary for
region and state chief ministers
to carry out stability and peace
work in their respective regions
using administrative and ma-
nagement methods, and it is
necessary to carry out all tasks
that will be helpful for the
upcoming government.

The Chairman of the
Union Election Commission
explains the actions taken to
successfully hold the election

Subsequently, the Chairman
of the UEC explained regard-

ing the delineation of townships
where elections could and could
not be held for the successful
holding of a multi-party demo-
cracy general election, the step-
by-step compilation of voter
lists, the successful holding of
the election in stages, the voter
list results, the announcement
of the list of elected represen-
tatives, the situation regarding
the timely relocation of Myan-
mar Electronic Voting Machi-
nes to designated locations in
stages and their systematic
reinstallation and use, and the
fact that because the election
was carried out systematically
and impartially, there have been
no objections from political
parties regarding the election
up to now.

Continuing, region and state
chief ministers and attende-
es presented general discus-
sions.

Afterwards, in the conclud-
ing remarks, regarding MSME
businesses, it was seen with
joy that MSME products from
various regions and states acti-
vely and competitively parti-
cipated in the Union-level MS-
ME Product Exhibition and
Sales Fair commemorating
the 79% Union Day in 2026. For
national economic develop-
ment, MSME businesses play
akeyrole, and much progress
is also seen. It was observed
that visitors also came in large
numbers, viewing and studying
with interest. It is necessary to
increase production to be better
than currently being done, and
itis necessary to obtain import-
substituting products and export
products. Whether in terms
of technology or production,
it is necessary to strive more
than now to improve quality
and standards. If production
is carried out to progressively
improve beyond the current
qualities, types, and quantities,
it will also lead to national
economic development. This
exhibition is a valuable one
for our country, and during the
fair period, conducting mee-
tings and discussions among
business owners themselves,
exchanging experiences, and
carrying out studies can lead
to greater economic progress.
It is necessary for region and
state chief ministers to also
support, promote, and carry
out MSME businesses, and it
is necessary to strive and work
for the progress of the national
economy.
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Western spies involved in killing of Gaddafi’s son — Afshin Rattansi

PARIS February 9

The British and French intelligence
services played arole in the assassina-
tion of Saif al-Islam Gaddafi, son of the
late Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi,
British journalist Afshin Rattansi has
said, citing sources.

Saif al-Islam Gaddafi was killed last
week by four gunmen at his residence
in the city of Zintan in northwestern
Libya. The 53-year-old politician had
intended to run for president of the
North African country, which remains
divided between rival governments and

has been plagued by intermittent civil
war since his father was deposed and
murdered in a NATO-backed uprising
in 2011.

Rattansi told RT on Sunday that after
the assassination of Gaddafi’s eldest
son, “sources immediately... told me
that... indeed, it was [British military
intelligence service] MI6 and a local
proxy” that were behind it. “There
were hints... that there was French
involvement as well,” he added.

“With him dead, the prospects cannot
be good” for Libya, Rattansi, whose show

Going Underground airs exclusively on
RT, stressed.

Muammar Gaddafi had been brought
down by the West more than 15 years
ago because “he wanted to de-dolla-
rize for Africa, [and] create an African
gold-based currency that would get
rid of decades of International Mon-
etary Fund, World Bank destruction
of the lives of tens, hundreds of mil-
lions of people across Africa,” he
said.

According to the journalist, Saif al-
Islam Gaddafi “wanted to rejuvenate
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these ideas” and that is the reason why
“the British and the French desperately
did not want [him] to win the forthcom-
ing election.”

The Kkilling of Gaddafi’s son “is a
really grim reminder of the continuing
imperialist power of Western European
countries that just want to keep Africa
down, destroy it, so that the African
people cannot benefit from their own
resources whether it be in people,
whether it be in minerals from the
ground,” he stressed.

RT

No grounds for talks about new negotiations with US on New START -

NEW DELHI February 9
There are no grounds for talking

R_u_ssian Deputy Foreign Ministe

about launching new negotiations with
the United States on the New Strategic

Arms Reduction Treaty (New START),
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergey Ryabkov said on Monday.

"There is currently no basis for dis-
cussing the launch of such a negotia-
tion process. We have repeatedly
spoken about the need to see deeper,
far-reaching changes for the better
in the US approach to the issues we
are discussing," Ryabkov said on the
sidelines of the BRICS Sherpa meet-
ing in New Delhi, adding that when US
policy towards Russia changes for
the better, then the preconditions for
launching a corresponding dialogue
will arise.

Russia regrets that the US admini-
stration perceives the New START

Treaty as something that requires
replacement with something else, the
deputy foreign minister added.

"In any such hypothetical process,
nothing would come of it without the
involvement of the United Kingdom
and the French Republic, as the United
States' closest allies, both possessing
nuclear weapons and, in the current,
highly tense international situation,
pursuing a highly aggressive course
toward our country. Therefore, igno-
ring their nuclear arsenals would be
irresponsible. They must be at the
negotiating table, I repeat, if and when
something like this becomes relevant,"
Ryabkov also said.

Sputnik

Deaths hit 15 in Lebanon building collapse

BEIRUT February 9

The death toll from the collapse of
a residential building in the northern
Lebanese city of Tripoli has risen to 15,
the Lebanese authorities said Monday.

Civil Defence Director General Imad
Khreish said search and rescue opera-
tions finished, confirming 15 fatalities
in total in the tragedy, which occurred
Sunday in Tripoli's Bab el-Tebbaneh
district.

There were eight people rescued from
under the rubble, according to the head
of the public emergency medical service.

Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam
has reaffirmed that the government is to
provide shelters for evacuated residents
and secure funding to immediately
reinforce at-risk structures. He stressed
that identifying dangerous buildings and
assessing risk levels remain primarily
the responsibility of local authorities.

Speaker of the Parliament Nabih Berri
has called for national efforts to prioritize
the reinforcement and rehabilitation of
unsafe buildings in Tripoli, and speed
up shelter provision and compensation
for affected families. Xinhua

Anutin says Bhumjaithai Party wins Thai election

BANGKOK February 9

Thailand's caretaker Prime Minister and Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin
Charnvirakul announced at a press conference on Sunday that the Bhumjaithai
Party has won Thailand's House of Representatives election.

Anutin said that the victory is a victory of all people.

With more than 87 percent of ballots counted by the country's Election
Commission, the Bhumjaithai Party is leading the vote, followed by the People's
Party in second place and the Pheu Thai Party in third.

At an earlier press conference, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the

People's Party, said that the party accepts the current result and will not form

a competing coalition.

If the Bhumjaithai Party forms a government, the People's Party is ready to

act as an opposition party, he said.

Abhisit Vejjajiva, leader of Thailand's Democrat Party, also expressed the
party's readiness to act as an opposition party.

Julapun Amornvivat, leader of the Pheu Thai Party, said that the party respects
the people's choice and will do its best to work for the people whether as the

ruling party or an opposition party.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
42

Exercises

421 Complete the sentences. Use these verbs in the correct form, present or past:
cause damage find hold injure invite
make overtake own send show surround
Many accidents are caused by careless driving.
CREESE.....ececeevereeeie et from milk.
The roof of the building...........c.ccccceveveeeeennneses in a storm a few days ago.
A cinema is a place where films...........c.c.ccoooeeereiceeeeeceeeeeee,
................................................................. to the party. Why didn’t you go?
This plant is very rare. It..........cccocooeiereeeeeeeeiereennne in very few places.
Although we were driving fast, We..........cccoceveeecerrrereceennnnes by a lot of other cars.

In the US, elections for president.............ccccoeveveeeerreennnns every four years.

© 00 J S Ul W N
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10 You can’t see the house from the road. If...........cccccoeoevrrecrernrersnreeeeeesenenns by trees.
11 I never received the letter. It.........cooeeeeiceneeceeseceeeece e to the wrong address.
12 The company I Work for.............cccceeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeen by a much larger company.

Write questions using the passive. Some are present and some are past.

Ask about glass. (how / make?) Howis glassmade? . . ... .. ...
Ask about television. (When /invent?)  WRHeN...........cooiiveieiieecceeceeee e
Ask about mountains. (MOW / fOrm?) .ot
Ask about DNA. (When / diSCOVEL?) e ere e

Ask about silver. (What / USE fOr?) ettt et saeneas

[ B U U

Put the verb into the correct form, present or past, active or passive.
1 a Two hundred people are employed (employ) by the company.

...............

.............

28 WAL (cover) most of the earth’s surface.

b How much of the earth’s SUrface .........cccccoveveveenrecrsreeeeerees s (cover) by water?
3 a While I was on holiday, my Camera............ccoceeeerenrrereverersessserersssssessenns (steal) from my hotel room.

b While I was on holiday, my camera ............ccccceeeeeeererrereeerensnennns (disappear) from my hotel room.
4 a Robert’s parents ...........oeoeevveneencneneenenenenenns (die) when he was very young.

b Robert and his SiSter ..........ccoouveveveeeeerceveeeceeeeeeee (bring up) by their grandparents.
5 a Theboat hit arock and ...........cccccvvveceerrrereernrereisnreenens (sink) quickly.

b Fortunately everybody ..........ccccoeeeerreresrrnnreesrensessnernsnnns (rescue).
6 @ Billooovooceeeeeecce s (fire) from his job. He wasn’t very good at it.

D SUE o (resign) from her job because she didn’t enjoy it any more.
7 a It can be noisy living here, but it..........ccccooveveerrrerecennne. (not / bother) me.

b It can be noisy living here, but I ...........ccocooeieererennnnee. (not / bother) by it.
8 a Maria had an accident. She .........cccoooevvnvnnnnnnecenee (knock) off her bike.

b Maria had an accident. She ..........cccccoovverecrrnnecrenrerecnnnne (fall) off her bike.
9 a I haven’t seen these flowers before. What ............ccccoevvervrerrncrnnen. (they / call)?

b I haven’t seen these flowers before. What ...........ccccceveerrivecrnrnnnnnee. (you / call) them?

- Instead of using somebody, they, people etec., write a passive sentence.

1 Somebody cleans the room every day. The room is cleaned every day .
2 They cancelled all flights because of fog.  AlL..........iocoooecvororereeeeoeeeoes o sesesesesessssseessesesseneiee
3 Somebody accused me of Stealing MONEY.  .....cc.cccovvirrrrerenirireesrseeeet et sssesesssesssssses money.
4 How do you use this word? HOW ..ottt sss st sssnees used?
5 The price includes all taxes. All o in the price.
6 People warned us not to go out alone. Wittt s s snsn s s sesnsnnenen
7 We don’t use this office any more. THES vt eereeeiece ettt s sssss st s sas s sesssasssseses
8 They invited five hundred people to the Five hundred.............coceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

WEAING. e s sssssesssssesssesseeesessenneenes Raymond Murphy
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