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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing accepts credentials from
Iranian Ambassador to Myanmar

NAY PYI TAW January 7

Chairman of the State Admini-
stration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
accepted the credentials from
the newly accredited Ambas-
sador to Myanmar of the Isla-
mic Republic of Iran H.E. Dr.
Nassereddin HEIDARI at the
Credentials Hall of the Office of
the SAC Chairman in Nay Pyi
Taw at 10:00 am today.

They then cordially discussed
friendship and diplomatic ties
between the two countries,
further improvement of mutual
trade, promotion of cooperation
in science and technological
sector, agricultural sector and
defence sector, cultural excha-
nge programs, further enhan-
cement of bilateral friendship
and cooperation, Myanmar’s
latest political developments,
preparations for holding a free
and fair election with maximum
efforts, assurance of the rule of
law and peace and stability for
holding a free and fair election,
and invitation of international
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives Iranian Ambassador to Myanmar H.E. Dr. Nassereddin HEIDARI.

observers for the election.
Afterwards, the Senior Gene-
ral and the Iranian Ambassador

to Myanmar posed for docu-

mentary photos.
Also present on occasionwere

SAC Joint Secretary General
Ye Win Oo, Deputy Prime Mini-
ster and Union Minister for Fore-

ign Affairs U Than Swe and Dir-
ector-General of the Protocol
Department U Zaw Tun Oo. 100

Shwebo Township finishes cultivation of winter sesame

SHWEBO January 7

Statistics of Shwebo Township
Agriculture Department men-
tioned that a total of 9,581 acres
of winter sesame has been
planted in Shwebo Township
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers have so far

planted 9,581 acres of sesame
as cold season crops in Shwebo
Township against the target of
9,587 acres.

U Hsan Oo, Head of Shwebo
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment commented: “This cold
season, local authorities plan-

ned to grow 9,587 acres of ses-
ame in Shwebo Township but
farmers have so far planted
9,581 acres. They are striving for
meeting the target cultivation.
Sown acreage of sesame is on
the rise yearly. Farmers prefer
to grow sesame in winter rather

than monsoon season.”

Officials of the Township
Agriculture Department raise
farmer awareness to grow ses-
ame successfully with quality
seeds and GAP techniques so
as to boost per-acre yield of
crops.

The crops planted in GAP
system have higher quality and
grasp greater market shares
athome and abroad. Consequ-
ently, farmers will have impro-
vement of their socio-economic
life.

SK

More than 10,000 acres of groundnut planted in YeU Township

YEU January 7

Statistics of YeU District Agriculture Department mentioned that a total of 10,248 acres of groundnut has been planted in YeU Township of Sagaing Region.
In 2024-2025 winter, local authorities earmarked 7,066 acres of groundnut in YeU Township but local farmers have so far planted 10,248 acres of groundnut
exceeding the target cultivation.
U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of YeU District Agriculture Department said: “Local farmers have planted more than 10,000 acres of groundnut exceeding
the target cultivation of over 7,000 acres. At present, groundnut plantations are thriving in the croplands with potentials for having success in oil crops. Sown
acreage of groundnut is on the rise yearly.”
Farmers need to use 1.5 baskets of groundnut seeds per acre and cost more than Ks-200,000 per acre for seeds of crops, labour charge, fertilizers, pesticides

and others. But, the crops yield more than 50 baskets per acre.

This year, officials of the township Agriculture Department help local farmers boost per-acre yield of groundnut and prevent pests.

SMK
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Tea leaves from Pinlaung marketable in Yangon market

YANGON January 7
It is time that tea leaves
have been short of supply and

Pinlaung-produced tea leaves
have received orders the most
from Yangon Region.

Over the next months, clean-
ing work will startin tea farms
and tea leaves will fall down in
foggy weather so the supply of
tea leaves has been short and
the price has been high.

“Now, tea leave production
is low. But, the price is high.
The supply is unable to provide
adequately to meet the demand.
Tealeaves have received conti-
nual orders. Most are from
Yangon Region. It is expected
that tea leaf prices will conti-
nue climbing up in coming
months and fall in monsoon
only,” said Ma Mu Mu Tin Yi,
a tea farmer from Pinlaung
Township.

This year’s tea leaf produc-
tion was good as young tea
plumules grew much due to
high rainfall.

“The production was larger
this year because there were
continual rains, which helped
young leaves increasingly grow.
Even in winter, there is rain
sometimes. High rainfall can
help the growth of the tea leaf
production,” she added. In sou-
thern Shan State’s Ywangan,
due to the difficulty of sun-dry-
ing tea leaves in July, farmers
produced fresh tea leaves more
and the fresh tea leaf trade
was good.

SK

Thegon Township plans to cultivate 4,666 acres of groundnut

in cold season

THEGON January 7

With the aim of ensuring
local edible oil security and
increasing the production of
oilseed crops, local farmers
are mainly growing groundnut,
sesame and sunflower this
year’s winter crops growing
season in Thegon Township
of Bago Region.

Atotal of 4,666 acres of ground-

nut have been allocated to grow
in Thegon Township of Bago
Region since November this
year, according to the Township
Agriculture Department. The
yields of crops are depending
on the soil, climate, and take
care of plants. As the plants are
susceptible to pests, pesticides
are commensurately used in
farmland.

Atotal of 67,857 acres of win-
ter crops including 4,666 acres
of groundnut, 2,339 acres of
sesame, 114 acres of winter
sunflower, 36,261 acres of bean
varieties, 8,226 acres of corn,
4,032 acres of sugarcane, 421
acres of onion, 207 acres of chili,
11,290 acres of vegetable and
271 acres of varieties flower are
allocated to grow this season

in Thegon Township of Bago
Region.

In order to achieve highyield,
officials from the Township
Agriculture Departments are
making field trips and providing
farmers with necessary assist-
ance such as agricultural tech-
niques, good quality seeds, me-
thods of planting and prevention
of pest infestation. SK

Kanbalu Township finishes cultivation of 5,087 acres of corns

this season

KANBALU January 7

Local farmers in Kanbalu
Township of Sagaing Region
have finished cultivation of 5,087
acres of corns this cold season,
according to the Township
Agriculture Department.

The Township Agriculture
Department has earmarked to
grow 5,178 acres of corns this
winter crops growing season
but a total of 5,087 acres of
corns have been cultivated
since October this year.

“5,178 acres of corns have been
allocated to plant this cold season

inthe entire Township, 5,087 acres
of corns have been cultivated,
said U Myo Zaw, staff officer
of the Township Agriculture
Department. Now, relevant offi-
cials from Department of Agri-
culture are making field trips
and imparting knowledge on
agricultural sector to farmers,”
he added.

Local farmers in Kanbalu
Township are mainly engaged
inagricultural business and ex-
panding seasonal cultivation of
crops by consulting with agri-
cultural experts. The depart-

ment is also raising awareness
of fall armyworm invasion in
the farms and distributing

ad

insecticides for natural pest
management.

SMK
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MMFA to
conduct
Branch

Performance

Training

Course

YANGON January 7

The Myanmar Microfinance
Association (MMFA) will open
Branch Performance Training
(Batch 1) on 18-19 January 2024
from9amto4 pmatthe MMFA
office in Yangon.

The course is tailored to ope-
ration managers, senior branch
managers, branch managers,
assistant branch managers,
supervisors, and individuals
engaged in the Human Res-
ources Department, Train-
ing Department and a micro-
finance company and those
who are interested in exploring
a career in the microfinance
sector.

Branch Performance Train-
ing will cover Social Perform-
ance Management and COC,
Efficiency and Sustainability
Management, Financial Ma-
nagement, Portfolio Quality
Management and Risk and
Compliance, HR and MIS, with
Certified Trainers of Frankfurt
School of Finance & Manage-
ment’s Certify Trainer & Micro-
finance Professional Myanmar
(MPM).

The fee is Ks-120,000 for non-
members. Members can enjoy a
Ks-20,000 discount. Trainees will
receive acompletion certificate.
Those enthusiastic can enrolin
the course by 13 January through
https:// shorturl.at/DiFA3. For
further details, individuals can
contact 09-965209010 during
office hours.

SK

Green gram planted in monsoon reaped in Monywa Township

MONYWA January 7

Monywa Township Agricul-
ture Department of Sagaing
Region mentioned that a total
of 10,872 acres of green gram
has been harvested in the town-
ship.

Local farmers planted 10,872
acresof green gramin monsoon.

They started harvest of crops
in August. So far, they have rea-
ped 672 acres of pre-monsoon
green gram, yielding 16.50
baskets per acre and 10,300
acres of monsoon green gram,
producing 10.16 baskets per
acre.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of

Monywa Township Agriculture
Department, commented: “A
total of 10,872 acres of croplands
has been placed under green
gram. So far, local farmers have
harvested all sown acreage.
They exceeded cultivation of
green gram more than the
target cultivation. We urged

local farmers to expand sown
acreage of green gram with
provision of quality strains of
crops.”

This year, officials of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment assisted in use of quality
strains of crops, applying agri-
cultural techniques and pre-

vention of pests and syste-
matic broadcasting of fertili-
zers to boost per-acre yield of
crops.

Township authorities pro-
vided quality seeds, agricul-
tural inputs and post-harvest
technology to local farmers.

SMK
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First US death from mutated H5N1 bird flu sparks fears

of new pandemic

MOSCOW January 7

The first death from the
H5N1 bird flu was registered
in the United State — in the
state of Louisiana, local health
department said.

At the end of December, the
US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) reported
amutation of the bird flu virus
in a patient who had a severe
case of the disease.

"The Louisiana Department
of Health reports the patient
who had been hospitalized with
the first human case of highly
pathogenic avian influenza
(HPALI), or H5N1, in Louisiana
and the U.S. has died," the
department said.

The patient was over 65 years
old and had underlying medical
conditions. According to the
department, he contracted bird
flu after contact with domestic
and wild birds.

This case currently remains
the only case of human infection
with bird flu in Louisiana, it
said, adding that the risk to
the population as a whole
remains low.

Earlier, scientists from the
US-based Scripps Research
Institute discovered that just
one mutation was enough for
the strain of highly pathogenic
bird flu H5N1 to begin to spread
easily among people. If this
happens not in laboratory

conditions, but in the wild,
humanity is threatened with
a new pandemic, they noted.
Since the beginning of 2024,
outbreaks of the bird flu virus
have been recorded all over
the world. Despite the wide
geography of the spread of the
bird flu virus, according to the
World Organization for Animal
Health (WOAH), significantly
fewer outbreaks among wild and
domestic birds were registered
in the world in 2024 than in 2023.
Fewer foci of infection were
also identified on the territory
of Russia than in the previous
period, the agency noted.
Bird fluis an acute infectious
viral disease of birds, charac-

]
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terized by damage to the diges-
tive and respiratory organs, as
well as high mortality. Based
on the totality of indicators, the
disease is considered especially
dangerous, capable of causing
great economic damage. The
natural carriers of the bird flu
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flnewlpangemic.
virus are migratory birds, most
often wild ducks, which, unlike
domestic ones, are quite resis-
tant to the virus. The disease
can be transmitted to humans,
SO preventive measures are
important.

Sputnik

Mount Ibu in Indonesia’s North Maluku erupts, flight alert issued

JAKARTA January 7

Mount Ibu, located in Indone-
sia's eastern North Maluku pro-
vince, erupted on Tuesday, pro-
mpting the Center for Volca-
nology and Geological Hazard
Mitigation to issue a flight
alert.

The volcano, situated in West

Halmahera regency, expel-
led a column of ash that reac-
hed up to 3 km into the sky,
and the resulting brown cloud
drifted northwest of the vol-
cano.

Residents living on the slopes
of the mountain, as well as to-
urists, have been banned from

entering a 4-km radius around
the crater. Additionally, the
danger zone has been exten-
ded to 5.5 km in the northern
areas. During ashfall, comm-
unities engaging in outdoor
activities are advised to wear
face masks, sunglasses, and
nose protectors.

To safeguard flights from the
risks associated with volcanic
materials released during the
eruption, a Volcano Observatory
Notice for Aviation has been
issued at the orange level, which
is the second-highest warning.

The notice prohibits aircraft
from flying at altitudes within

5 km of the volcano. Pilots
must also be prepared for the
possibility of ash clouds that
could disrupt flights.

Mount Ibu, standing at a
height of 1,325 meters, is one
of the 127 active volcanoes in
Indonesia.

Xinhua

126 dead, 188 injured in Xizang 6.8-magnitude quake

LHASA January 7

Atotal of 126 people have been
confirmed dead and 188 others
injured as of 3p.m. Tuesday;, after
a 6.8-magnitude earthquake
jolted Dingri County in south-
west China's Xizang Autono-
mous Region on Tuesday morn-

ing.

The earthquake struck at
9:05 a.m. (Beijing Time), with
the epicenter located in Tsogo
Township, Dingri County, in
the city of Xigaze. There are
27 villages and approximately
6,900 people within a 20-km

radius of the epicenter. Official
data shows that Dingri County
has a population of over 61,000.

More than 3,400 rescuers and
over 340 medical workers have
been sent to the quake-hitarea,
according to apress conference
on the earthquake.

According to the weather
forecast, Dingriwill experience
mostly sunny weather over
the next three days, with the
minimum temperature ranging
between minus 18 and minus
14 degrees Celsius.

China's central authorities
have dispatched some 22,000
disaster relief items to the
quake-hit region, including
cotton tents, winter coats, quilts
and folding beds, together with

special relief materials for
high-altitude and frigid areas.

The Ministry of Finance and
the Ministry of Emergency
Management said they alloca-
ted 100 million yuan (about 13.9
million U.S. dollars) to support
disaster relief efforts in Xizang.
The National Development
and Reform Commission also
allocated 100 million yuan to
support post-disaster emer-
gency recovery.

The Red Cross Society of
China has initiated an emer-
gency response to send 4,600
items of relief supplies to the
guake-affected areas, including
cotton tents, quilts, insulated
jackets and folding beds.

The county of Dingri lies on

the northern slope of the Him-
alayas, bordering Nepal to the
south. With an average altitude
of 4,500 meters, itis home to the
northern base camp of Mount
Qomolangma, the world's hig-
hest peak.

The Mount Qomolangma
scenic area has been tempora-
rily closed, and tourists and staff
members are in a safe condition,
according to the Dingri Culture
and Tourism Bureau.

Wang Weimin, an associate
research fellow at the Institute
of Tibetan Plateau Research
under the Chinese Academy
of Sciences, told Xinhua that
aftershocks may last for along
time in the surrounding area.

Xinhua

Indonesia confirms HMPV cases, assures public of no serious threat

JAKARTA January 7
Indonesian Minister of Hea-
Ith Budi Gunadi Sadikin annou-
nced on Tuesday that the coun-
try has detected infections of
the respiratory virus HMPYV,
but assured the public that the

disease is not dangerous.

"Our report shows that seve-
ral children have been infected.
We are closely monitoring the
situation. However, this is not
anew disease; it has been pre-
sent in Indonesia since 2001,

and we have not observed any
serious impacts caused by this
virus," Sadikin stated in a writ-
ten announcement published
on the ministry's official web-
site.

He noted that the symptoms

are similar to those of acommon
flu, and urged the public to
maintain a healthy and hygienic
environment.

"Anyone can catch the flu if
their immune system is wea-
kened. However, our bodies are

capable of handling this virus.
We need to keep our immune
systems strong by ensuring we
get enough rest and engage
in regular physical exercise,"
he said.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Digital Privacy

Back in the days, people’s
privacy was entirely kept in the
memories of humans. Privacy
could only be compromised only
when an acquaintance decided
to spill the beans about a person.
Gossips and rumors were the
only threat to privacy. Nowadays
on contrary, as people are more
engaged with the digital world
than humans, people have to
deal with new forms of privacy
threats.

We live in the digital era,
surrounded by digital devices.
Life is absolutely unimaginable
without our internet-connected
technological gadgets and
platforms. On the bright side,
these digital devices make our
lives easier and livelier. On the
dark side, our privacy could be
in jeopardy at any moment of
our lives.

The Essence of
Digital Privacy

Digital privacy is the protec-
tion of information of digital
media users. The concept is
all about providing a safeguard
for personal information, login
passwords and access pins,
peer-to-peer communications,
geolocation, and the financial
status of people who make use
of any type of digital media.

Every software and website
provides us with terms and
conditions before we sign up
for their services. The majority
of us are not interested in
reading the written statements
of condition. We just jump to
clicking the confirmation box
to simply affirm our consent
to their conditions and terms.
We don't really pay attention to
the fact that we are granting
the digital platform owners
our permission to register and
process our information.

Most commonly, the terms

and conditions of signingup toa
certain digital medium provide
details about how the platform
will collect, use and process the
information we provide them
with. It also contains details
of terms on how to withdraw
our consent from the platforms
and to stop further processing
of our information.

Be that as it may, every digital
activity leaves a digital footprint
that can be traced back to its
original user. Deleting digital
information doesn’'t mean re-
moving it permanently. Deleting
just means removing digital
content from the availability of
the general public. Rather, each
and every one of our digital lives
is aggregated and stored on

the servers of digital platform
owners for further marketing
purposes. Every aspect of our
digital activities is kept in a
digital dossier in which our
habits and preferences are
being analyzed. At the end of
the day, the information will
be sold to advertisements and
affiliate marketing companies.

The Right to
Privacy & Data
Protection

Article 12 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights

declares that “No one shall be
subjected to arbitrary interfe-
rence with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor
to attacks upon his honor and

reputation”. The right to have
protected privacy is a human
right. Inthis digital erawhere
people are forced to keep enga-
ging with digital platforms, people
have the right to exist freely in
digital media. While doing so,
they have the right to privacy
and the right to information.
When using any digital media,
individuals should have the
right to decide on how their
digital information is collected
and used. They should also be
able to freely grant consent to
the manner in which their infor-
mation is processed, as well as
receive notifications regarding

Pl o e
the information they submitted.
Furthermore, people should
be able to share information
digitally with the confidence
that their communications
will be safe. Only those who
take part in communications
should only have access. In case
of any sort of illegal breach,
obtained information should
be prohibited from being used
in any situation.

The Debate on
Data Privacy

Digital platform owners, by
monitoring digital activities and
aggregating the information
about their users, sell the in-
formation to advertising and
affiliate partners. Moreover,
governmental institutions all
over the globe conduct surveill-
ance on citizens in the name
of national security. Financial
institutions make their own
investigations of the financial
status of their clients before
they allow them loans and other
financial opportunities.

Because of all these, many
fear that their privacy isinvaded.
The 21%t-century humans have
an affinity for their privacy in
many aspects of their lives. Yet,
they are not in a position to
keep their privacy hidden. The

digital world already consumed
every aspect of human lives and
people are already involved a
lot. Many social activists have
been warning the regular com-
munity that they are being
watched and to be more mindful
of whatever they are signing up
for on digital media.

Mindful Digital
Media Use

It'sentirely impossible to stay
away from all our Netflix shows,
social media, smartphones,
smartwatches, computers, play
stations, and many more. But
it is wise to be mindful of our
digital activities. We won't have
the power once information
finds its way onto the internet
but we are in control of what
we are going to share.

Before sharing information
on any digital media, we should
make sure the consequences
of the content are not going
to put our lives in harm’s way.
Being mindful of what we are
signing up for is really crucial
rather than blindly skipping
the long and boring terms
and conditions of these digital
platforms. After all, you know
what they say, privacy is power.
But I'd say, privacy is freedom.

Youth Time Magazine
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