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Meeting on natural disaster management held

Rehabilitation must include assistance program for victims who

rty

EDIYE i3
] TLVEL
ATLED

NAY PYI TAW September 17

Ameeting on natural disaster
management was held at
State Administration Council
Chairman’s Office this after-
noon, participated by Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing who
gave necessary guidance.

Present were Chairman of
National Disaster Management
Committee SAC Vice Chairman
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win, Vice
Chair 1 of the committee Union
Minister for Home Affairs Lt-Gen
Yar Pyae, Chair 2 Union Mi-
nister for Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement Dr Soe Win,
union minister chairs of work
committees, members of Natio-
nal Disaster Management
Committee, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chair, deputy ministers
and officials. Region/State
chief ministers participated
in the meeting through video
conferencing.

Occurrence of floods

In his keynote speech, the
Senior General said the meet-
ing was held to discussion nec-
essary points of natural disas-
ter management. Heavy rains
poured due to the recent typhoon

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address at the meeting.

Yagi and a depression formed
in central west and north-
west Bay of Bengal, causing
damages in Shan State, Nay Pyi
Taw Council Area, and some
regions and states. According
tonews, Yagi was severe when
it crossed over Hainan Island.
According to pass experiences,
normally, Shan State got rain
two days after a storm entered
Vietnam, but no one expected
that its degree of intensity will
reached such a high level. When
Yagi started to make landfall in
Vietnam on 7 September, a low
depression area was formed in
the Bay of Bengal that led to
the occurrence of downpours in
Shan State (South), Nay Pyi Taw
Council Area, and some regions
and states. Warning was issued,
but the missed to forecast the
degree of rainfall ina short period.
Heavy rains triggered tumbling
down mountain streams that
caused destruction along their
courses. Storm-hit areas had
never faced a terrible situation
to that degree in the past 50
years. Rain was heavier in the
night and flash downhill water
cause large-scale destruction.

Disaster reviewed, lessons
taken and preparation made

Although a disaster cannot be

avoided, destruction generated
by it can be alleviated and faster
rehabilitation canbe carried out.
The recent disaster might be
the most destructive force ever
faced by the central Myanmar.
There are many lessons tomake
preparations in many areas.
Usages that are familiar with
public, rather than technical
terms must be used in issuing
natural disasternews and forecast.
They must be clear and easy
to understand and follow. Only
then will the people be able to
heed them. The country got a
lot of rain in early, mid and late
monsoon periods, increasing
soil dampness and weakening
its compaction. Hence, soft soil
encouraged landslides during
storm-carried rains and flash
floods. The Senior General said
while observing the situation
from helicopter, he saw lands-
lides and collapsing slopes cau-
sed by erosion in Shan plateau
and mountain ranges coming
down from them which were
the source of the floods; trails
of erosion caused by the force
of tumbling mountain streams,
remaining silt and debris after
the floods retreated; large-
scale destruction of crops and
destruction of flooded villages,

which was a heartbreaking
view.

With regard to flooding, tim-
ber was extracted from the
allowed blocks, and these ex-
tracted logs and pieces were
stockpiled. These logs floated
in the torrential rains, causing
worse damage and loss. As cli-
matic conditions were quicker
than the expected, causing much
loss and damage. Likewise,
officials from irrigations, roads
and bridges have to systemati-
cally calculate maintenance of
these facilities. It is necessary
to take lessons from the heavy
rains and flooding which trig-
gered loss and damage to brid-
ges. So, they have to consider
endurance of bridges in mome-
ntum of water current. It is
necessary to review construc-
tion of long approach roads with
reducing the length of bridge
and its spans in order to cut the
costs. Moreover, they have to
take strengthening of waterway
in water inlet channel and out-
let channel leading to the brid-
ges and other necessary mea-
sures into consideration. In
the dams and embankment
sectors, silt gradually flows
into the dams causing silting
and raising the bed. Hence, it is

necessary to remove silt from
these facilities. Silting in rivers
and creeks causes raising the
bedlevels, and it is consequently
occurring overflow of water and
flooding. Gold panning and gem
stone mining in Ayeyawady,
Chindwin and Thanlwin rivers
lead to silting in the river
beds. Hence, it is necessary to
dredge silt in important parts
of rivers and creeks. Flooding
and inundation in urban and
rural areas are based on lack
of proper drainage system.
Hence, relevant ministries have
to improve drainage system as
well as maintain the drainage
system of roads, bridges, dams
and drains yearly.
To carry out rehabilitation
measures

Aidmustbe allocated forthose
who were dead and injured,
and those who lost homes in
rehabilitation. May residential
houses were lost in flooding, and
rehabilitation mustbe turned to
those people who faced losses.
Arrangements must be made
for ensuring convenience of
people in relief camps in food
and accommodation.

At present, priority must be
given soonest to reopen roads

See Page - 19 »»>
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and bridges damaged in flood-
ing not to interrupt public tran-
sport and commodity flow. Mor-
eover, it needs to prioritize con-
struction of bailey bridges in
the damaged ones. Emphasis
must be placed on helping the
people gathered at the relief
camps for various reasons to
their natives. Cleaning up the
debris must be done at flooded
villages and wards. Rehabilita-
tion tasks must be carried out in
townships, wards and villages.
Itis necessary to send back the
people from relief camps to
their native areas as quickly as
possible. The government will
provide necessary monetary,
heavy machinery and materials
for carrying out rehabilitation
tasks.

The latest statistics in the
recent disasters stated that a
total of 226 people were dead
and 47 injured with 77 people
missing in Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area, Kayah State, Kayin State,
Bago Region, Magway Region,
Mandalay Region, Mon State,
Shan State and Ayeyawady
Region in addition to 12 people
in floating. A total of 1,915 resi-
dential houses were totally
damaged and 201 partially
damaged with 158,343 houses
flooded. A total 0f 163,573 people
are accommodated at relief
camps and 234,535 people are
staying at houses of relatives.
Hence, officials need to arrange
resettlement of those people in
relevant villages. The govern-
ment will provide aid to those
flood-affected people as much
as possible comprising instant
noodle and other foodstuffs.

The natural disaster triggered
by the recent storm is a great
lesson for Myanmar. Relevant
ministers, Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) and military
commands are to harmoniously

carry out rescue, relief and

rehabilitation tasks.
Discussions of the
Chairman of the National
Disaster Management
Committee
Then, the Chairman of the
National Disaster Managem-
ent Committee Vice Chairman
of the State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Minister
discussed heavy rains in nine
regions and states of Myanmar
due to impacts of the typhoon,
causing natural disasters, heavy
rains, flooding and inundation,
damage at roads, bridges and
embankments, and landslides,
dissemination on dos and
don’ts related to weather to the
people through State-owned
newspapers and TV stations
on time, performing rescue
and relief for flood-affected
people in the natural disaster-hit
regions, distribution of relief aid
in time, opening of relief camps,
contribution of rice, oil, salt,
gram and fish-paste to flood-
affected people, supply of safe
water, prevention of diseases
based on flooding, healthcare
services of healthcare teams
and mobile medical teams,
repairing of damaged roads and
bridges in regions and states
including Nay Pyi Taw, and field
trips of teams to rehabilitate
the water-ebbed areas.
Reports of Vice-Chairs,
committee members and
officials of the National
Disaster Management
Committee
Afterwards, the Vice-Chair-1
of the management committee
Union Minister for Home Affa-
irs and the Vice-Chair-2 Union
Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement and
attendees reported on forma-
tion of the emergency response
committee for flooding in re-
gions and states and opening
of relief camps, undertaking
of rehabilitation, rescue and
relief measures, clearing of

debris in townships, deaths and
injuries in regions and states in
flooding, sectoral damage in the
typhoon, distribution of rescue
equipment and rehabilitation
materials to the damaged areas,
preparations to repair rural
roads and bridges, supply of
electricity and safe water, plans
to remedy typhoon-affected
agriculture andlivestock sectors,
damage and loss in health
sector, healthcare services at
affected areas and relief camps,
progress of rehabilitation and
reconstruction in flood-battered
regions and states, and loss
and damage in flooding and
releasing weather forecast in
time to the people.

The Chairman of Nay Pyi
Taw Council, Chief Ministers
of Regions and States, who are
members of the National Natu-
ral Disaster Management Com-
mittee, reported on emergency
rescue and relief operations for
flood-affected people across
various regions and states, plans
forrehabilitation efforts in areas
where water has receded, and
measures to provide necessary
support and assistance. They
also discussed the conditions
for replanting crops that were
damaged.

Union Ministers present
sector-wise discussions

Following this, Union Ministers
and senior military officials from
the Office of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services dis-
cussed the situation regarding
damage to railways and bridges
caused by flooding and the
ongoing plans for repairs,
the continuation of air travel
services, the transportation and
distribution of relief supplies
sent by the AHA Center and
India, the maintenance of mobile
communication towers, and
efforts to disseminate weather
warnings to people in disaster-
prone areas via short messages
to mitigate impacts. They also
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addressedissues related to the
national disaster management
fund, international assistance,
and the transportation of relief
supplies by air and sea. They
reported on the restoration of
damaged dams, reservoirs, and
irrigation canals, meeting with
affected farmers to facilitate
replanting, and the restoration
of damaged power lines and
substations. Additionally, they
highlighted the donations made
to flood-affected monasteries
and nunneries, the reopening
of temporarily closed basic edu-
cation schools in flood-affected
areas, and efforts to provide
books and writing materials
to affected students. Finally,
they discussed the Tatmadaw’s
involvement in assisting rescue
and relief operations for people
in disaster-affected areas.
Further instructions given
Regarding the clarifications
presented, the Chairman of the
State Administrative Council
instructed the rescue teams to
promptly remove any obstac-
les affecting transportation
during cleanup operations. He
emphasized the need for syste-
matic management of donated
funds by the committee, and that
only hygienic food donations
should be accepted. Damaged
roads and bridges should be
repaired and reconstructed
promptly to ensure uninterru-
pted transportation. Additio-
nally, weather reports should be
clearly and quickly communi-
cated to the public for easy un-
derstanding. At the timber
ports, where logs cut for produc-
tion are still present, these logs
have been swept away by the
flowing water, causing damage.
Therefore, it is necessary to
transport all cut timber to the
designated timber depot areas
before the rainy season to pre-
vent any remaining timber in
the forests. Furthermore, it
is essential to prevent illegal

logging through collaborative
efforts. There is also arisk that
stones from the quarries have
been swept away by the water
flow, indicating potential dan-
ger. To mitigate the impact of
natural disasters, all activities
must be conducted in anticipa-
tion of such hazards. Additio-
nally, the damaged crops should
be replanted systematically.
To achieve this, plans must
be made to provide necessary
agricultural support funds and
loans. The repair of railway
lines is also necessary to ensure
smooth and efficient commaodity
flows.

Efforts needed to restore
the situation to normal as
soon as possible

After that, in his concluding
remarks, the Senior General
stated that on October 1, the
process of conducting the
population and housing census
would commence. Therefore,
citizens in rescue camps should
be returned to their respective
homes as quickly as possible.
Regarding rescue and relief
efforts, the aim should be to
complete them in the shortest
time, with a maximum period of
six months, prioritizing areas
Schools that have been closed
should be reopened promptly,
and additional classes should be
provided to ensure no learning
gaps. If the school closure days
are excessive, plans should
be made to provide summer
classes to compensate. It is also
necessary to save as much as
possible concerning education
matters. Today’s presentation
should be compiled into a chec-
Klist to monitor completed tasks
and identify pending activities,
ensuring thatresponsible parties
continuously review and report
onprogress. The main goalis to
restore the situation to normalcy
as quickly as possible.
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More than 70,000 acres of pulses and beans planted in Wetlet

Township

WETLET September 17

A total of 73,399 acres of
pulses and beans have been
planted in Wetlet Township
of Sagaing Region, according
to the township agriculture
department.

In 2024-2025 monsoon season,
the township authorities ear-
marked 73,873 acres of pulses

and beans but local farmers
planted 73,399 acres of pulses
and beans against the target
cultivation.

Daw Kyin San, Head of Wetlet
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment commented: “Local au-
thorities earmarked cultivation
of 73,873 acres of pulses and
beans this monsoon in Wetlet

Township but local farmers
have so far planted 73,399 acres.
They are trying hard to meet the
target cultivation. Our depart-
ment urged local farmers to
expand sown acreage of pulses
and beans and shared techni-
ques with local farmers to choose
quality strains of crops.”

This year, local farmers have

planted 38,524 acres of green
gram, 6,021 acres of small red
bean, 5,998 acres of rice bean,
22,365 acres of pigeon pea and
491 acres of lablab bean, totall-
ing 73,399 acres.

In 2024-2025 monsoon culti-
vation season, Wetlet Township
planned to grow 38,641 acres
of green gram, 5,854 acres of

small red bean, 5,997 acres of
rice bean, 21,256 acres of pigeon
pea and 2,125 acres of lablab
bean, totalling 73,873 acres.
This year, agriculturists help
local farmers choose quality
strains of crops, use agricultural
inputs and apply post-harvest
technology.
SK
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Macron’s impeachment clears first hurdle in left-
domlnated natlonal assembly

§

PARIS September 17

France's lower house of parli-
ament - the Bureau - has appro-
ved the draft resolution which
must now be approved by the
legislative commission before
moving to the Senate.

"The Bureau of the National
Assembly has approved the pro-
cedure for removing Emmanuel
Macron from power," newspaper
Le Parisien reported on Tuesday..

The Bureau is the highest

collegial body of the lower house
of parliament. Currently, 12 of its
22 members are representati-
ves of the left. The proposal to
remove Macron from power
was put forward by the left-wing
party La France Insoumise (lit.
Unsubmissive France). Accord-
ing to the BFMTYV channel, the
proposal was supported by 12
votes to 10 during consideration
by Bureau members.

Sputnik

FiveKkilled, 11 injured in factory explosmn in India’s Uttar

Pradesh

NEW DELHI September 17

At least five people, including
two children, were Killed and
11 others injured Tuesday in
a firecracker factory in the
northern Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh, police said.

The explosion took place late
Monday night in the Naushera
area of Shikohabad in Firoza-
bad district, about 275 km west
of Lucknow, the capital city of
Uttar Pradesh.

According to police, the house
from where the factory was
operating crumbled due to the
impact of the explosion.

"Five people, including two
children, were Kkilled and 11
others were injured in an explo-
sion, that took place in a firecr-
acker factory-cum-godown," a

'4-.;.

g e

police official said. "The injured
were immediately removed to
hospital."

Immediately after the blast
authorities rushed police, fire-
fighters and disaster response
force personnel to the spot to

. will Yoo
carry out rescue efforts.
Police have registered a case
and ordered an investigation
into the explosion.
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has expressed
grief over the loss of lives in the

explosion and directed officials

to carry out rescue work.
Accidental explosions are
common at Indian firecracker
factories and shops as owners
usually ignore safety standards.
Xinhua

Israel expands GGaza military operation goals to include

safe return of displaced northern residents

JERUSALEM September 17

Israel on Tuesday expanded
its goals of the military opera-
tion in Gaza to include the
safe return of northern Israel
residents who were evacuated
due to the ongoing conflict with
Hezbollah along the Israel-
Lebanon border.

A statement from his office

said the decision was appro-
ved during an overnight mee-
ting of Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu's security cabi-
net.

The ministers updated the
goals "to include the following
clause: the safe return of nor-
thern residents to their homes,"
the statement said.

On Monday, Israeli Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant told White
House special envoy Amos
Hochstein, who arrived in Tel
Aviv to discuss efforts toward
de-escalation between Israel
and Hezbollah, that "the window
for a diplomatic resolution is
closing." Military action is the
only way to achieving calm on

the northern border, said Gall-
ant.

Tens of thousands of residents
on both sides of the border
have been displaced due to the
fighting. Hezbollah has said it
would cease fire if Israel and
Hamas agree to end the fight-
ing.

Xinhua
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Five suspects
detained in
Trkiye's
Istanbul over
financing IS,
al-Qaeda

ISTANBUL September 17

Five people were detained in
Tiirkiye's Istanbul on Tuesday in
anoperation targeting individuals
who use social media to solicit
and redirect donations to the
Islamic State (IS) and al-Qaeda,
state-run Anadolu Agency
reported.

According to Anadolu, the
operation was conducted by
the Istanbul police's anti-terror
department to uncover terrorist
activities and identify the financial
sources of terrorist organizations.

Police discovered that the
suspects had posted ads on
social media platforms claiming
to offer "winter stove and fuel
assistance," "sacrificial animal
assistance during Eid al-Adha,"
and "support for families in
refugee camps."

The funds collected in both
U.S. dollars and cryptocurrency
were redirected to members of
the IS and al-Qaeda, including
their spouses and children
residing in the al-Hol refugee
camp in Syria, the report said.

The camp is under the control
of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers' Party and its Syrian
affiliate, the Kurdish People's
Protection Units, it added.

Afteridentifying the suspects,
police launched simultaneous
operations at five locations in
Istanbul, capturing the suspects
along with numerous digital
documents.

The Turkish government
designated the IS as a terrorist
organization in 2013, blaming it
for a series of deadly attacks in
the country since 2015.

Tirkiye's southern border
with Syria has been a major
transit route for Syrians and
foreign fighters since the Syrian
civil war began in 2011. Xinhua

Russia hits energy infrastructure supporting Ukraine’s Military-industrial complex

MOSCOW September 17
According to the Russian
Defence Ministry, air defences
also shot down a US-made
HIMARS rocket and 36 drones
over the past day.
Russian forces carried out

strikes on Ukraine's energy
facilities that supply the mili-
tary-industrial complex, the
Ministry of Defence has re-
ported. Weapons and ammu-
nition depots were also hit.
"Operational-tactical avia-

tion, unmanned aerial vehicles,
missile forces, and artillery
of the Russian Armed Forces
have struck energy facilities
that support the activities of
Ukraine's military-industrial
complex, as well as weapons,

ammunition, and logistics stor-
age sites, along with concentra-
tions of enemy personnel and
military equipment in 145 are-
as," reads the ministry's report.

In June, Volodymyr Zelensky
stated that nine gigawatts of

energy generation capacity
had been destroyed in Ukraine,
which amounts to 80 percent of
thermal power generation and
a third of hydropower produc-
tion.

Sputnik



@5@ | 18-9-2024

Statement & Youth 21

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Digital Privacy

Back in the days, people’s
privacy was entirely kept in the
memories of humans. Privacy
could only be compromised only
when an acquaintance decided
to spill the beans about a person.
Gossips and rumors were the
only threat to privacy. Nowadays
on contrary, as people are more
engaged with the digital world
than humans, people have to
deal with new forms of privacy
threats.

We live in the digital era,
surrounded by digital devices.
Life is absolutely unimaginable
without our internet-connected
technological gadgets and
platforms. On the bright side,
these digital devices make our
lives easier and livelier. On the
dark side, our privacy could be
in jeopardy at any moment of
our lives.

The Essence of
Digital Privacy

Digital privacyis the protection
of information of digital media
users. The concept is all about
providing a safeguard for personal
information, login passwords
and access pins, peer-to-peer
communications, geolocation,
and the financial status of people
who make use of any type of
digital media.

Every software and website
provides us with terms and
conditions before we sign up
for their services. The majority
of us are not interested in
reading the written statements
of condition. We just jump to
clicking the confirmation box
to simply affirm our consent
to their conditions and terms.
We don’t really pay attention to

the digital platform owners
our permission to register and
process our information.

Most commonly, the terms
and conditions of signingup toa
certain digital medium provide
details about how the platform
will collect, use and process the
information we provide them
with. It also contains details
of terms on how to withdraw
our consent from the platforms
and to stop further processing
of our information.

Be that as it may, every digital
activity leaves a digital footprint
that can be traced back to its
original user. Deleting digital
information doesn’t mean
removing it permanently. Deleting
just means removing digital
content from the availability of
the general public. Rather, each
and every one of our digital lives
is aggregated and stored on
the servers of digital platform
owners for further marketing
purposes. Every aspect of our
digital activities is kept in a
digital dossier in which our

habits and preferences are
being analyzed. At the end of
the day, the information will
be sold to advertisements and
affiliate marketing companies.

The Right to
Privacy & Data
Protection

Article 12 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
declares that “No one shall be
subjected to arbitraryinterference
with his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to attacks
upon his honor and reputation”.
The right to have protected
privacy is a human right. In
this digital era where people
are forced to keep engaging
with digital platforms, people
have the right to exist freely in
digital media. While doing so,
they have the right to privacy
and the right to information.

When using any digital media,
individuals should have the
right to decide on how their
digital information is collected
and used. They should also be

able to freely grant consent
to the manner in which their
information is processed, as well
asreceive notifications regarding
the information they submitted.
Furthermore, people should
be able to share information
digitally with the confidence
that their communications
will be safe. Only those who
take part in communications
should only have access. In case
of any sort of illegal breach,
obtained information should
be prohibited from being used
in any situation.

The Debate on
Data Privacy

Digital platform owners, by
monitoring digital activities and
aggregating the information
about their users, sell the
information to advertising and
affiliate partners. Moreover,
governmental institutions
all over the globe conduct
surveillance on citizens in
the name of national security.
Financial institutions make
their own investigations of the

financial status of their clients
before they allow them loans
and other financial opportuni-
ties.

Because of all these, many
fearthat their privacy is invaded.
The 21st-century humans have
an affinity for their privacy in
many aspects of their lives. Yet,
they are not in a position to
keep their privacy hidden. The
digital world already consumed
every aspect of human lives and
people are already involved a
lot. Many social activists have
been warning the regular
community that they are being
watched and to be more mindful
of whatever they are signing up
for on digital media.

Mindful Digital
Media Use

It’s entirely impossible to stay
away from all our Netflix shows,
social media, smartphones,
smartwatches, computers, play
stations, and many more. But
it is wise to be mindful of our
digital activities. We won’t have
the power once information
finds its way onto the internet
but we are in control of what
we are going to share.

Before sharing information
on any digital media, we should
make sure the consequences
of the content are not going
to put our lives in harm’s way.
Being mindful of what we are
signing up for is really crucial
rather than blindly skipping
the long and boring terms
and conditions of these digital
platforms. After all, you know
what they say, privacy is po-
wer. But I'd say, privacy is
freedom.

Youth Time Magazine

CIA Veteran: Ukrainian connection in Trump’s assassination attempt cannot be ignored

KIEV September 17

The fact that Ryan Routh was
“an ardent supporter of the
Ukraine and wants to see Russia
attacked, and clearly saw Trump
as a threat to Ukraine's future
receipt of US military support,”
cannot be hidden, says former
US State Department official

and retired CIA intelligence
officer Larry Johnson.

“I'm sure that the Kievregime
is going to distance itself from
this. The Kiev regime, along
with the apparent support of
the CIA, has put together a
death list of Americans. A list
of Americans who ought to be

killed. It's not a list to send them
nasty letters. Scott Ritter's onit,
Ithink Douglas McGregor's on
it. It is not out of line for them
to have done this,” Johnson
tells Sputnik.

He describes the fact that
Routh was apparently privy
to Trump’s whereabouts as

“puzzling”, given the latter does
not make his schedule public.

“Who leaked that to him?
How did he know? Was there
somebody inside the Trump
team that told him? Was there
somebody inside the Secret
Service who told him? Was it
aforeign intelligence service?

Was the Ukrainian intelligence
that alerted? That has to be
investigated,” Johnson remarks.

According to him, the assa-
ssination attempt is going to
have a detrimental effect on
the support for Ukraine in the
United States, at least among
Trump’s supporters. Sputnik
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