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Pyapon ships over 72,000 visses of sea tiger crabs to Yangon

PYAPON June 18

Up to 72,000 visses of sea tiger crabs
from Pyapon Township, Ayeyawady
Region, have been transported to the
Yangon market said Daw Mar Mar Htay,
a seafood market operator in Pyapon
Township.

Pyapon Township shipped only 50,000
visses of sea tiger crabs to the Yangon
market in April, and from May 1 to 31,
72,000 visses of sea tiger crabs were
transported. The Yangon market is
reportedly buying the said sea tiger
crabs.

“Local seafood products are regularly
shipped to the Yangon market. Yangon
is the main market for seafood products
transported from this side. In the
past month, we have shipped a large

= S e ALY

number of sea tiger crabs. The prices
of the exported sea tiger crabs also
vary depending on the size and weight.
Currently, the Yangon market is buying

sea tiger crabs. It is known that sea
tiger crabs from this side are being
transported to other regions as well as
the local market,” she said. SK

Plan underway to plant more than 63,000 acres of
monsoon green gram in KhinU Township

KHINU June 18

KhinU Township will plant more
than 63,000 acres of monsoon green
gram this year, according to the KhinU
Township Agriculture Department of
Sagaing Region.

For the 2024-2025 monsoon cropping
season, it has been planned to cultivate
63,225 acres of green gram in KhinU
Township. Cultivation will begin in
June of this year and continue until
September.

"The target for this year's monsoon
cropping season in KhinU Township

is to grow over 63,000 acres of green
gram. We will work to ensure that the
planned acreage is fully cultivated.
Regarding green gram cultivation, we
are providing awareness and training
for expansion of sown acreage, as well
as using quality seeds to achieve good
yields," said U Nay Win Naing, Head
of the KhinU Township Agriculture
Department.

This year, the Township Agriculture
Department will support green gram
farmers in KhinU by providing know-
ledge and guidance on using quality

and region-appropriate seeds, ensuring
purity of seed stock, applying proper
cultivation techniques, preventing pest
infestations, applying fertilizers syste-
matically and aiming for high and quality
yields.

Moreover, during this monsoon sea-
son, for the cultivation of various types
of pulses, efforts will be made in coll-
aboration with farmers to supply high-
quality seeds, necessary agricultural
inputs and post-harvest and storage
technologies.

SK

Wetlet Township harvests over 2,000 acres of summer sesame
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WETLET June 18

A total of 2,531 acres of summer
sesame have been harvested during
this year’s summer crops planting
season in Wetlet Township, Shwebo
District, Sagaing Region, according

“0

Ua SNV S
to the statistics of the Department of
Agriculture for Wetlet Township.
Wetlet Township has been able to
plant 64,171 acres of summer sesame
this year; and the summer sesame fields
have been harvested since May this year.

Sofar, 2,531 acres have been harvested,
yielding 17.25 baskets per acre.

“This year’s summer crops planting
season, Wetlet Township has planted
more than 60,000 acres of sesame.
2,531 acres of the planted sesame have
been harvested. Harvesting is ongoing.
Currently, we have expanded the area
of summer sesame beyond the target.
We are also working to expand the area
of sesame, improve yields, and cultivate
with GAP techniques,” said Daw Kyin
San, head of the Department of Agri-
culture for Wetlet Township.

The Township Agriculture Depart-
ment is educating farmers in Wetlet
Township on how to expand sesame
cultivation, cultivation methods, GAP
methods, and how to grow good varieties
and high-yielding varieties.

SMK
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Local
authorities
earmark
cultivation

of more than
120,000 acres of
monsoon paddy

KALAY June 18

Statistics of Kalay Township Agricul-
ture Department stated that local autho-
rities have adopted a plan to grow more
than 120,000 acres of monsoon paddy
in Kalay Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 20252026 monsoon cropp-
ing season, it is planned to cultivate a
total of 127,157 acres of monsoon paddy
in Kalay Township. According to reports,
the planting of these paddy fields will
begin in June and continue through
September of this year.

“The plan for this year's monsoon
cropping season in Kalay Township is to
cultivate over 120,000 acres of monsoon
paddy. Efforts will be made to ensure
the targeted acreage is fully cultivated.
We will provide necessary technologies
and high-quality paddy varieties for
cultivation. Field-level support will also
be provided to farmers so they can plant
their paddy in a timely manner,” said
U Naing Tun Win, Head of the Kalay
Township Department of Agriculture.

To ensure systematic and uninterrup-
ted paddy cultivation during this year’s
monsoon cropping season, the relevant
township agricultural department will
collaborate closely with local farmers.

It is also reported that support will
be provided to monsoon paddy farmers
in Kalay Township, including technical
agricultural training, pest prevention
awareness, measures to prevent crop
loss, and timely post-harvest storage
of paddy under sheltered conditions.

To ensure successful cultivation and
good yields from this year’s monsoon
paddy fields in Kalay Township, staff
from the township’s Department of
Agriculture will carry out field activities
such as selecting quality and pure seed
varieties, pest control, proper weeding
and thinning of different species, removal
of mixed varieties, and systematic use
of fertilizers.

SMK



(056 119-6-2025

Myaungmya District harvests over 300,000
acres of summer paddy

MYAUNGMYA June 18

A total of 325,418 acres of paddy planted in this year’s summer crops planting
season have been harvested in Myaungmya District, Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Khin Htay Myint, head of the Department of Agriculture for Myaungmya

District.

In Myaungmya District, 326,595 acres of paddy were planted in this year’s
summer crop planting season. The summer paddy fields were harvested in
the first week of April, and 325,418 acres of paddy have been harvested to date,

yielding 114.59 baskets per acre of paddy.

“In order to plant summer paddy without any difficulties this year; the Department
of Agriculture and local farmers have been provided with necessary inputs and
agricultural technologies. As fertilizer prices are rising during the summer rice
planting season, we have also conducted field visits with other agriculture-related
departments to provide technical assistance in using alternative fertilizers to
reduce costs and ensure the systematic use of fertilizers,” she said.

SMK

Local News |19

T AT \?‘W‘zﬁﬂ” szggr@rm

Farmers of Katha Township to grow more than

62,000 acres

ot ~

KATHA June 18

Arrangements are being made
to grow more than 62,000 acres
of sugarcane in monsoon in
Katha Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the data
of Katha Township Agriculture
Department.

\,

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 62,493 acres of
sugarcane in Katha Township
in 2025-2026 monsoon crop culti-
vation season. So, farmers will
start cultivation of crops in June
till September. Now, they are
preparing to grow sugarcane

ne in monsoon

in time.

U Ko Lay, Head of Katha
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment unveiled: “A total of 62,493
acres of croplands will be placed
under sugarcane plantations in
Katha Township this monsoon.
So, farmers will start their

tasks in June. Our department
will help farmers grow sugar-
cane for meeting the target
cultivation.”

With regard to cultivation of
sugarcane, Shwebo, Kanbalu
and Katha districts of Sagaing
Region set larger sown acre-
age of sugarcane, and of them,
Katha and Kanbalu districts
stand top on the chart of grow-
ing sugarcane in the region.

In fact, farmers need to
spend Ks-600,000 to Ks-700,000
per acre of growing sugar-
cane and each sown acreage
produces some 30 tons of sugar-
cane.

Local farmers from Sagaing
Region prefer to use K-95/84,
Nawade-4, Formosa and Hsin-
shweli strains of sugarcane due
to boosting per-acre yield of
crops. They prioritize cultiva-
tion of rainefed and irrigated cro-
plands for growing sugarcane.

SMK

Dabayin Township to grow more than 120,000 acres of
monsoon paddy this year

DABAYIN June 18

Local farmers will cultivate
120,391 acres of monsoon paddy
in Dabayin Township of Saga-
ing Region this year, accord-
ing to YeU District Agriculture
Department.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season, it has been
planned to cultivate 120,391 acres
of monsoon paddy in Dabayin
Township. The monsoon paddy
cultivation will take place from
June to September this year.

“This year, during the mon-
soon cropping season in Da-
bayin Township, we’ve planned
to grow monsoon paddy across
120,391 acres. Efforts will be
made to ensure the target acre-
age is fully cultivated. We will
provide necessary technologies
and quality seeds for monsoon
paddy cultivation. Field assist-
ance will be given so that far-
mers can grow their crops on
time,” said U Zaw Myint Tun,
Head of the YeU District Depart-

ment of Agriculture.

It is also reported that the
relevant township agricultural
departments will collaborate
with local farmers to ensure
systematic cultivation of mon-
soon paddy without difficulties
this season.

Farmers in Dabayin Town-
ship will be provided with agri-
cultural techniques, pest and
disease prevention knowledge,
and awareness on how to avoid
croplosses and ensure harvested

paddy is properly stored in time
under shelter.

To ensure the success and
productivity of this year's mon-
soon paddy fields in Dabayin
Township, the township agricul-
ture department and its staff
will carry out field-level technical
support. This includes selecting
high-quality and pure seeds, pest
prevention, proper weeding in
paddy plantations, removal of
mixed varieties, and systematic
use of fertilizers. SK

Myaung
Township
harvests
over 1,500
acres of
summer
paddy

MYAUNG June 18

Atotal of 1,524 acres of summer
paddy have been harvested in
Myaung Township, Sagaing
District, Sagaing Region, during
the summer crops planting
season this year, according to
the Department of Agriculture
for Sagaing District.

Myaung Township has been
able to plant 2,712 acres of
summer paddy this year, and
the summer paddy fields have
been harvested since May this
year. Up tonow, 1,524 acres have
been harvested, with an output
of 84.02 baskets per acre.

“Myaung Township has plan-
ted 2,712 acres of summer paddy
this year during the summer
crop planting season. These plan-
ted paddy fields are currently
being harvested. More than 1,500
acres have been harvested to
date. Summer paddy cultivation
can be expanded beyond the
target acres. We provided far-
mers with agricultural techno-
logy, provided awareness on
pest control, ensured that crops
are not damaged, and informed
them to bring the harvested
paddy under shelter on time,”
said Daw Thida Lwin, head of
the Department of Agriculture
for Sagaing District.

SK



20! International News

NEW DELHI June 18

India and Canada have agreed to
restore stability in their relationship
and reinstate high commissioners
in each other's capitals, officials said

Wednesday.

The two sides, in a significant move,
have also agreed to resume stalled
trade negotiations.

The development took place during

a meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney on the sideli-
nes of the Group of Seven Summit in
Canada.

"The leaders underlined the need to
pursue a constructive and balanced
partnership grounded in mutual respect
for concerns and sensitivities, strong
people-to-people ties, and growing
economic complementarities. In this
regard, both sides agreed to take
calibrated and constructive steps to
restore stability in the relationship,
beginning with the early return of high
commissioners to each other's capitals,"
a statement issued by India's foreign
ministry Wednesday said.

"The leaders underscored the impor-
tance of restarting senior ministerial

19-6-2025 | w

Ind1a Canada agree torestore stablhty in relationship, reinstate high commissioners
- l

as well as working-level engagements
across various domains to rebuild trust
and bring momentum to the relationship,"
the statement said.

According to the ministry, the leaders
also discussed the importance of res-
tarting the stalled negotiations on the
Early Progress Trade Agreement, to
pave the way for a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement.

This was the first in-person interaction
between the two leaders since Carney
assumed office following Canada's recent
general elections.

New Delhi and Ottawa got engaged in
adiplomatic row since September 2023
due to the murder of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, a Sikh separatist leader, near
Vancouver in June that year.

Xinhua

IAEA sees no proof of Iran’s nuclear weapons program

MOSCOW  June 18

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) saw no evidence that Iran has a nuclear weapons program, but the situation is concerning, IAEA Director
General Grossi said on Wednesday.

"I have said that no country in the world is enriching uranium at this level of 60 percent, which is technically almost equivalent of 90 percent which is needed to
have a nuclear weapon. At the same time, we are inspectors, we are not political analysts or national political officials, so we have to have concrete proof in order
to say that there is an active program to make a nuclear weapon, which we have not seen. That does not mean that they are in a territory which is of concern.
And this is the reason why there is international concern," Grossi told Bloomberg,.

The Israel Defence Forces launched a large-scale operation dubbed Rising Lion in the early hours on June 13, striking military targets and Iranian nuclear
program facilities. The Israeli air force carried out several waves of attacks across Iran, including in Tehran, killing several senior Iranian military officials,
including the chief of the Iranian armed forces general staff and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps IRGC) commanders, as well as several nuclear scientists.
Several nuclear sites, including Natanz and Fordow, were also hit.

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called the attack a crime and threatened Israel with a "bitter and terrible fate." The IRGC retaliated by launching
Operation True Promise 3 on June 13 evening, which hit military targets inside Israel. Sputnik

Russia-Thailand trade hit US$-1.8 bln in 2024, has potential for growth -
Business Council

ST. PETERSBURG June 18

Trade between Russia and Thailand reached $1.8 billion in 2024, leaving room
for substantial expansion, Russian-Thai Business Council representative Stanislav
Sagitov said on Wednesday.

"Our mutual trade accounted for $1.8 billion. Basically, this is nothing at all,"
Sagitov said during the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF),
adding that "In fact, we see a very significant potential for growth."

He clarified that Russia’s trade with other Southeast Asian countries far
exceeds this figure.

Russian Minister for the Development of the Far East and Arctic Alexei
Chekunkov said at the same event that the trade between Thailand and Russia
is insufficient, urging more ambitious goals and conveying Moscow's readiness
to supply liquefied natural gas to Bangkok.

"Relevant discussions are already underway,’ Chekunkov added.

The Russian city of St. Petersburg is hosting the 28® edition of SPIEF from
June 18-21 under the theme of "Shared Values: The Foundation of Growth in

a Multlpolar World." Rossiya Segodnya 1nternat10nal medla group, Sputnik's
parent company, is the forum's information partner.

Sputnik

Israeli defence minister says destroyed Iran’s “internal security headquarters”

JERUSALEM  June 18

Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz said on Wednes-
day that Israeli Air Force fighter jets had destroyed
"the headquarters of Iran's internal security forces."

The minister added Israel will continue to target
"symbols of Iran's rule", without providing further
details on the operation or its objectives.

His remarks came shortly after the Israeli military

said its warplanes had launched a new wave of
airstrikes, hitting "military targets belonging to the
Iranian regime" in Tehran.

Videos circulating on social media showed plumes
of smoke rising from several locations in eastern and
southeastern Tehran following the blasts.

Iran's Fars news agency reported that Israel also
targeted Payam International Airport, a key aviation

hub for Iran near Tehran, on Wednesday. Fire and
rescue teams were operating at the scene of an
explosion northwest of Tehran, the agency added.
The hostilities, which began with surprise Israeli
airstrikes on Iran on June 13, have so far Kkilled
nearly 600 people in Iran and 24 in Israel, according
to official figures.
Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Urgent warning to drivers as scientists reveal essential car
item is RIDDLED with germs

We toss them into bags,
shove them in our pockets and
drop them down the sides of
seats.

But although we barely give
them a second thought, car
keys are riddled with infectious
germs, a new study reveals.

Experts at Money Super-
market reveal car keys contain
almost four times more bacteria
than mobile phones and com-
puter keyboards.

What's more, a third of drivers
have never cleaned their car
keys, despite a quarter on ave-
rage having owned them for
over five years.

The steering wheel, gearstick
and dashboard are known to
be high-touch areas of the car
harboring bacteria, previous
research has shown.

But until now, the car key's
tendency to spread microsco-
pic bugs may have been over-
looked.

'Washing our hands, wiping
down surfaces, scrubbing our
bathrooms are common clean-
ing tasks, the experts say.

'But what about those small
essentials we handle multiple
times a day, like our car keys?

'They're with us everywhere,
from restaurant tables to gym
floors, to the depths of our bags,
but they’re often overlooked
when it comes to cleaning.

The researchers at Money
Supermarket surveyed 2,000
motorists in the UK on their
key cleaning habits and their
type of car.

Separately, car keys were
swabbed for lab analysis at
Microbe Consulting Ltd, led
by director Dr Joe Latimer, a
microbiologist at the University
of Salford.

A toilet seat - typically a
household item with high bac-
terial contamination —was also

swabbed for comparison, along
with a phone and a computer
keyboard.

Overall, phone screens had
an average bacteria count of 66,
while the computer keyboard
had a slightly higher average
of 68.

Car keys, meanwhile, had 241
bacteria on average —nearly four
times more bacteria than the
phone or computer keyboard.

Unsurprisingly, the toilet seat
by far had the highest bacteria
count (1,100).

But the experts fear that the
amount of bacterial contamina-
tion on car keys is underestima-
ted.

The most common bacteria
species on car keys was Stap-
hylococcus epidermidis, a nat-
ural resident of human skin.

S. epidermidis is normally
harmless for healthy people
but it is a major cause of life-
threatening infections after
surgeries in hospitals.

The bacterium is becoming
increasingly dangerous due to

'antibiotic resistance' - where
bacteria evolve to become im-
mune to substances designed
to kill them (antibiotics).

While a lot of the bacteria
were skin-based, researchers
also found that one of the keys
tested showed signs of bacteria
that may have originated in
the gut.

'While unlikely to pose a
problem, they can have the
potential to carry disease under
the right conditions,' said Dr
Latimer.

The experts advise regularly
using a soft, damp cloth and a
mild soap solution to wipe down
car keys, but to avoid using
bleach, which can corrode or
damage metals parts.

It’s also important to not
submerge the keys in water,
as again this can cause rusting
or issues with any electronic
components and circuits in
key fobs (the small electronic
devices usually connected to
akey).

Drivers are paying hundreds

of pounds for key replacements
—more than £900 in the case of
one Fiat owner - although this
is usually because they're lost
or misplaced.

One in six (15 percent) of
drivers don’t have a spare set
of car keys - leaving them
stranded when they can’t find
them.

When it comes to car brands,
Fiat drivers are the most likely
not to own a spare set, with 27
percent revealing they only
have one set, followed by Land
Rover drivers (23 percent) and
Toyota (20 percent).

The research also found that
57 percent of BMW drivers
clean their car keys weekly or
more often — more than any
other car make.

This was followed by 55 per-
cent for Mercedes-Benz dri-
vers, 46 percent for Land Rover,
43 percent for Audi and 41 per-
cent for Toyota.

The full results of the study
have been published on the
Money Supermarket website.

The inside of your car
has more germs than the
average TOILET SEAT,
study finds

From muddy boots, sweet
wrappers and used wet wipes,
dumping your rubbish in your
car may seem like a harmless
thing to do.

But scientists reveal that
the inside of your car is dirtier
than the average toilet, and is
home to a thriving community
of harmful bacteria.

The researchers, from Aston
University, took samples from
car interiors with 'varied ow-
nership histories', to establ-
ish bacterial contamination
levels.

Overall, the car boot had the
most bacteria, followed by the
driver's seat, the gearstick and
the back seat.

But all six points swabbed
within the cars were shown to
have more bacteria than dirty
toilet seats, they found.

How to clean your car keys

To clean your keys, use a
soft, damp cloth and a mild
soap solution.

For stubborn dirt or grime,
use a toothpick or cotton swab
dipped in rubbing alcohol to
clean crevices and between
the keys.

But donot usebleach. Modern
car keys, especially key fobs
(the small electronic devices
usually connected to a key)
contain electronic components
and circuits.

Bleach, a strong chemical, can
corrode or damage these com-
ponents, leading to malfunctions
or complete failure.

It’s also important to not
submerge the keys into water,
as again this can cause issues
with any electronic components
and circuits.

Mail Online
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