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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at

the Union Go

.

vernment meetin
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PresidentU'Min/Aung]Hlaing/addresses;the yﬁli?n Governmil‘lt meeting:
j i 7

Nay Pyi Taw May 6

The Union government of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar
held a meeting at the meeting hall
of the Union government of the
President’s Office in Nay Pyi Taw
this morning, with an address by
President U Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the meeting
were Vice Presidents U Nyo Saw
and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Union
ministers, and the Nay Pyi Taw
Council Chairman together with
chief ministers of regions and states
through the video conferencing.

Efforts must be expedited for
the State economy

First, in his address, the Presi-
dent stated that with regard to the
country’s economic sector, the
motto “Let us encourage production
for the prosperity of the Nation™ has
been adopted. In line with this, it
is necessary to promote domestic
production and work towards eco-
nomic development. Production is
an essential activity for national
economic growth. Regarding trade,
based on analyses of key exports
and imports, Myanmar is export-
ing garment products as well as
agricultural and livestock products,
while importing fuel, edible oil,
construction materials, and other
goods. As a result, a trade deficit
still persists. Therefore, it can be
concluded that greater efforts must
be made to further strengthen the
country’s economy.
Taking lessons from the experi-
ences in successive eras to strive

for development of the nation

under the proper leadership

The government is an elected
administration, formed by repre-
sentatives chosen by the people in a
free and fair multiparty democratic
general election, in accordance with
the will of the people. Voters actively
and orderly came to polling stations
to cast their ballots. The majority
of voters were between the ages of
18 and 50, and they voted in line
with their own wishes. The fact that
people queued systematically to vote
demonstrates public support for the
election as well as endorsement of
the political initiatives undertaken
by the State government.

The election that was held was
free and fair, without voter fraud
or errors in voter lists, and was
conducted with dignity, making it
a successful election. Out of a total
of 24.23 million eligible voters
nationwide, more than 13.13 mil-
lion cast their votes, resulting in
a voter turnout of 54.22 per cent.
The majority of voters were from
the youth and middle-aged groups.
A total of 57 political parties con-
tested in the election, of which six
parties competed across all regions
and states. Representatives from 31
parties, along with one independent
candidate, were elected to parlia-
ment. Such achievements demon-
strate that an inclusive election, in
line with democratic principles, was
successfully held.

Drawing lessons from the coun-
try’s historical experiences and past
systems, the government must move
forward with strong leadership to

ensure national development. As a
government elected by the people,
it has the responsibility to work for
the growth of the national economy.
Some countries continue to impose
restrictions and economic sanctions
on the government, which is car-
rying out its duties in accordance
with democratic principles and has
been chosen by the people. Demo-
cratic nations are urged to value
those who have exercised their
right to vote of their own free will
in line with democratic practices.
Regardless of the circumstances,
efforts will continue to be made
to firmly strengthen the multiparty
democratic system, and to build a
Union based on democracy and a
federal system. Reforms consistent
with democratic principles will also
be implemented.

In advancing along the path
of democracy, it is necessary to
achieve development that is in
line with the times, while also
preserving national characteris-
tics without losing them. There is
a responsibility to continuously
safeguard matters relating to race,
religion, traditions, and cultural
heritage. Relevant ministries are
also required to address existing
weaknesses and take the neces-
sary measures to ensure effective
preservation and protection.

Production of import-
substitute goods and
raising export sector

In the import sector, the country
still has to import large quantities
of edible oil. As Myanmar is an

agricultural country that grows
oilseed crops, it is not appropriate
to rely on imports for edible oil.
Therefore, all regions and states
cultivating oilseed crops such as
sesame, sunflower, and soybean
are urged to carry out systematic
production. In the export sector,
regarding rice exports, it is possible
to calculate exportable surplus by
taking into account the country’s
population, domestic consumption,
and total rice production. Based
on the availability of surplus rice
and market access, export volumes
can be further increased. It was
emphasized that “if prices are the
same, quality must be better; if
quality is the same, prices must
be lower,” and by adhering to this
principle, greater market opportuni-
ties can be achieved. Myanmar’s
Pawsan rice is already well known
in international markets and has
strong demand, making it a key
export commodity that should be
further promoted. Similarly, cof-
fee produced in Myanmar also has
established demand. Therefore,
efforts must be made to improve
the quality of Myanmar Pawsan
rice and Myanmar coffee and
to meet market requirements in
order to expand exports. In addi-
tion, kitchen crops such as garlic,
onions, and potatoes, which are
essential for daily consumption,
should be continuously researched
and developed to increase produc-
tion. To boost exports overall,
ongoing research and efforts are
required to enhance production vol-

ume, improve quality, and secure
market access.

Regarding the high prices of
meat and fish, the President noted
that if regional self-sufficiency in
consumption can be achieved and
expanded to nationwide sufficiency,
prices of meat and fish are likely to
decline. By increasing the produc-
tion of animal feed based on locally

. produced agricultural outputs such

as maize, broken rice, and rice bran,
and by systematically develop-
ing the livestock sector, regional
consumption needs can be met,
which in turn would help reduce
rising prices.

Promoting economic growth
by prioritizing and encourag-
ing domestic and international
tourism and MSME businesses

Regarding the economy, he
stated that relevant ministries must
coordinate to improve domestic and
international tourism, while local
officials and residents must also
cooperate. He noted that if regional
beauty and pleasant services can be
developed, tourist arrivals will in-
crease, leading to the improvement
of local socio-economic lives. He
emphasized that tourism services,
including travel, accommodation,
and dining, should emulate other
developed regions and countries to
make destinations attractive, invit-
ing, and comfortable, striving for
greater progress than at present. He
stressed that every citizen and local
resident needs to act with individual
responsibility to ensure positive
feedback from all visitors to the
country and its regions. In accord-
ance with the saying, "'If the house
is pleasant, guests will visit," he
urged all officials to supervise the
creation of a beautiful and disci-
plined environment, while calling
on staff to follow regulations and
the public to maintain these stand-
ards with a sense of personal duty.

He stated that in order to
strengthen the national economy,
it is essential to encourage and pro-
mote MSME businesses, noting that
even some developed countries still
rely on SME sectors. He empha-
sized that regions and states must
prioritize¢ MSMEs, focusing par-
ticularly on manufacturing based
on locally produced raw materials.
He noted that MSME operations re-
quire raw materials, capital, inputs,

See Page 14
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Military columns recapture areas temporarily controlled
by terrorist insurgents, successfully reopen Mandalay-
Madaya-Thabaeikgyin-Tagaung-Htigyaing-Katha-
Indaw-Mawlu-Namsiaung-Mohnyin-Mogaung-
Myitkyina communication route

Nay Pyi Taw May 6

The military is carry-
ing out its national defense
and security duties to en-
sure national stability and
peace, which is the funda-
mental foundation for the
country's development. In
regions where terrorist insur-
gents have temporarily seized
control and are committing
violent acts, the military is
conducting ounter-terrorism
operations to systematically
recapture towns and villages,
and reopening important
communication routes for the
public segment by segment.
Today, it has been able to fully
secure and reopen the entire
Mandalay-Madaya-Thabae-
ikgyin-Tagaung-Htigyaing-
Katha-Indaw-Mawlu-Nam-
siaung-Mohnyin-Mogaung-
Myitkyina communication
route, which is expected to
lead to the socio-economic
recovery and development of
local ethnic people.

This communication
route connecting Mandalay
to Myitkyina is a fundamen-
tal piece of infrastructure for
the development of Myan-
mar's northern region. Using
this route facilitates easier
and faster travel and living

for commuters and locals,
as well as the flow of goods,
leading to increased eco-
nomic opportunities. It also
speeds up cargo transport,
reducing shipping costs, al-
lowing local residents to buy
and consume goods at lower
prices, and strengthening
inter-regional connectivity.
Furthermore, this route is
important for transporting
agricultural products from
rural areas to urban markets
and helps provide access to
education, healthcare, and
social services. Thus, it is a
highly beneficial route for the
socio-economic development
of local ethnic people.

The terrorist insurgent
groups, known as PDFs,
temporarily seized control
of certain towns, villages,
and regions for their own
benefit, committing violent
acts and blocking this crucial
communication route. This
caused difficulties in cargo
transport and the flow of
goods, leading to shortages
of food and daily necessities,
the inability to deliver medi-
cine and emergency supplies,
and a shortage of raw materi-
als for businesses, preventing
finished goods from reaching

markets. Consequently, the
daily socio-economic lives
of local ethnic people dras-
tically declined, and they
bitterly suffered oppression
and extortion by the terror-
ists, forcing them to flee their
hometowns.

To reopen this commu-
nication route, military col-
umns systematically organ-
ized and prepared, carrying
out necessary administrative
support operations. With
balanced military tactics
and strategies, they progres-
sively recaptured and took
control of towns and villages
temporarily held by terror-
ist insurgents. Specifically,
Thabaeikgyin Town and its
surrounding areas were re-
captured on July 23, 2025;
the Phayaungtaung mine
area east of Madaya Town
was recaptured on August 24
and the Alpha cement plant
on August 28; the Sedaw-
gyi area was recaptured on
November 7; the Singu area
was recaptured on Decem-
ber 19; and the Mandalay-
Madaya-Singu-Thabaeikgyin
route segment was reopened.
Tagaung Town was recap-
tured on March 12, 2026,
and the Mandalay-Madaya-

Thabaeikgyin-Tagaung route
segment was reopened. The
Tagaung-Htigyaing route
was reopened on March 25,
the Htigyaing-Katha route on
April 16, and Indaw Town
was recaptured on April 30,
thus securing the communi-
cation route from Mandalay
city to Indaw town. After
painstakingly and progres-
sively recapturing and con-
trolling these areas, Mawlu
Town was recaptured and
secured on May 5. Today,
military columns conducting
area security operations in
Namsiaung Village, Mohnyin
Township, Kachin State,
were able to reconnect and
coordinate with other mili-
tary columns to carry out
area security operations.
As a result, the Mandalay-
Madaya-Thabaeikgyin-
Tagaung-Htigyaing-Katha-
Indaw-Mawlu-Namsiaung-
Mohnyin-Mogaung-Myit-
kyina communication route
has been reopened, allowing
passenger vehicles and cargo
trucks to travel normally
again.

For the successful reo-
pening of this communica-
tion route, military columns,
disregarding their own safety,
endured significant hardship
and fought tenaciously with
unwavering perseverance,
diligence, and energy, co-
operating with the public.
Through strategically phased
fierce fighting, they recap-
tured and secured control.
The operation took over one
year and three months, dur-
ing which a total of 322 ma-
jor and minor engagements
with terrorist insurgents oc-
curred. From the enemy, 138
bodies were recovered, and
332 various weapons, along
with ammunition and re-
lated equipment, were seized.
Some military officers and

soldiers made the supreme
sacrifice for the nation and
the military.

During their temporary
control of these areas, in-
surgents constructed bun-
kers in religious buildings,
schools, government offices,
hospitals, clinics, and pri-
vate homes for cover. They
launched attacks on military
columns, planted mines be-
tween residential areas and
along public transportation
routes, detonated explosives
in state-owned factories and
workshops, exploited fac-
tory resources for personal
gain, and damaged roads
and bridges on key transport
routes. As a result, the flow
of goods in the region was
disrupted, and the socio-
economic conditions of local
communities—including
the economy, public health,
education, and social stabil-
ity—deteriorated signifi-
cantly, causing widespread
losses and hardship for both
the state and the population.

Civilians whose socio-
economic lives had been
severely affected by acts of
violence, and who had ex-
perienced the hardships of
conflict, increasingly rejected
further unrest and sought a
return to peace in their com-
munities. As a result, some
discreetly shared information
about armed groups with
the Tatmadaw. In addition,
certain members of PDF and
ethnic armed organizations
who chose to re-enter the
legal framework and engage
with the state’s peace process
also provided information to
authorities to assist in efforts
to curb violent activities.

With the Tatmadaw re-
gaining control of cities,
towns, and key transport
routes that had been tem-
porarily held by insurgent

groups, travel has resumed
and regional trade is now
moving more smoothly and
efficiently. As stability re-
turns, socio-economic ac-
tivities and education are
beginning to recover. In
many areas, local residents
from townships and villages
along the routes have wel-
comed Tatmadaw personnel
with eugenia and garlands,
expressing relief and hope
after a period of disruption
and reflecting a renewed
sense of normalcy in their
communities.

The Tatmadaw is under-
taking necessary area-control
operations in these regions
and is working in coordina-
tion with relevant authorities
to restore government build-
ings, homes, schools, and
roads and bridges damaged
during the conflict.

The government has in-
vited ethnic armed organi-
zations to engage in peace
talks without preconditions,
aiming to end armed conflict
and address political issues
through dialogue. It also not-
ed that violence linked to PDF
groups, reportedly influenced
by the NUG and CRPH, has
caused significant harm to the
socio-economic well-being
of local communities. Those
wishing to support peace
and national development
are encouraged to contact
nearby security forces and
camps and return to the legal
framework. The Myawaddy
team also announced that
travel along the Manda-
lay—Madaya-Thabeik-
kyin-Tagaung—Htigya-
ing—Katha-Indaw—-Maw-
lu-Namsiaung—-Mohnyin—
Mogaung—Myitkyina route
can now proceed normally,
with improved safety and
accessibility.

100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

lives and property of the general public.

members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF”’ terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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and human resources. He ex-
plained that rather than pur-
chasing raw materials from
abroad, it would be more
beneficial to utilize local
resources for production. He
added that the state is provid-
ing necessary initial capital
loans and implementing re-
quired relaxations to ensure
the progress of MSMEs.
He also stressed the need to
strive for the availability of
necessary human resources
and noted that MSME busi-
nesses based on agriculture
and livestock must be de-
veloped as part of economic
promotion efforts.

He also stated that civil
servants must perform the
duties assigned by the State
with integrity and free from
corruption to serve the inter-
ests of the State and its peo-
ple. He noted that during the
previous second democratic
government's term, reckless
actions by state and union-
level officials resulted in
losses for the State amount-
ing to 13.344 million US
dollars and 226.107 billion
kyats. He emphasized that
to prevent such occurrences,
all operations must be car-
ried out thoughtfully and in
accordance with established
procedures. He added that
since corruption can cause
significant damage to the
nation, it is necessary to
avoid situations that require

legal action regarding graft.

He concluded by urging of-
ficials at the union, region,
and state levels to strictly
supervise and maintain in-
tegrity to ensure there is no
corruption.

Discussion and
presentations by
respective ministries

Following this, the Un-
ion Ministers discussed and
presented their respective
sectors, including the timely
delivery of necessary urea
fertilizers and fuel to farm-
ers for summer paddy and
monsoon crops, the promo-
tion of green manure and
natural fertilizer usage, and
the strict supervision to pre-
vent substandard fertilizers
from spreading in the market.
They also reported on efforts
to achieve target yields for
oilseeds such as sunflower
and sesame, the promotion of
rice exports through Export
Zones, soybean cultivation,
freshwater prawn hatchery
production, and the suc-
cess of dairy cow breeding
using domestic pedigrees.
Furthermore, they discussed
the effective prevention of
unauthorized use of farmland
for other purposes, the sup-
port provided by cooperative
societies for systematic agri-
culture and livestock farm-
ing, and the fulfillment of
requirements for small-scale
industries. The presentations
also covered the distribution
of fertilizers to farmers, the

benefits gained from the

"pay-after-harvest" system,
and the transformation of
basic livestock farming into
proper production systems.
Afterward, they discussed
the ongoing oil and natural
gas production activities,
the necessity of preventing
losses during natural gas dis-
tribution, and the continued
implementation of offshore
projects to increase produc-
tion. They also reported on
the reconstruction and up-
grading of the Thanlyin Oil
Refinery to ensure domestic
fuel sufficiency and the ongo-
ing efforts toward national
fuel security. Regarding dis-
tribution, they highlighted
the use of digital systems to
ensure systematicacquisition
and consumption of fuel. To
meet electricity demands,
they noted that production
primarily focuses on natu-
ral gas and hydropower,
while solar power projects
are also being implemented.
Furthermore, they covered
plans to increase power gen-
eration for sufficient sup-
ply and measures taken to
prevent transmission and
distribution losses.
Responsible officials re-
ported on measures taken
to increase the development
momentum of MSMEs, reg-
istration of MSMEs, plans
to conduct production and
capacity building training
courses, granting capital
loans for development of
MSMEs, steps taken boost

production of MSMEs, rapid
development of MSMEs and
organizing national-level ex-
pos thanks to supports of the
Head of State, efforts made
to increase domestic cotton
production and development
tasks for cotton-based indus-
tries, preparations made for
manufacturing value-added
bamboo products, develop-
ment of industries and in-
dustrial zones, compilation
of statistics and conducting
placement tests to allow
drop-outs to go to govern-
ment schools again, the need
for inspection of private
schools for their compli-
ance of disciplines, rules and
regulations. Vice President U
Nyo Saw made supplemen-
tary reports on expansion
of union-level ministries and
the need to complete re-
maining tasks for respective
fiscal years.

President make additional
remarks on reports
After hearing the reports,

the President said agriculture

is important for the economy
of the country and major
crops include sesame, sun-
flower, soy beans and pota-
toes. It is essential to boost
per-acre yields and collect
correct statistics. Measures
must be taken to grow qual-
ity rice varieties to boost
rice exports. Sunflower, soy
beans and sesame are mainly
grown in Magway, Sagaing,
Ayeyarwady and Mandalay

regions and Shan state and

efforts must currently be
made to meet the targeted
yields for cultivation acre-
ages. Other crops including
paddy, pulses and beans,
sesame and corn thrive in
Sagaing, Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon, Ayeyawady and
Bago regions. Regions which
mainly carry out agriculture
businesses are required to
expand cultivation to boost
exports while states are re-
quired to place emphasis on
self-sufficiency of food and
basic needs in their areas.

Rural residents will be
prosperous and rural devel-
opment tasks can be carried
out through the cooperative
system. It aims at economic
growth of individuals. It is
necessary to improve the
cooperative system based
on five rural development
principles such as education,
health, economy, electric-
ity and water supply. The
cooperative system is being
adopted even in developed
and developing countries.
Therefore, it is important
to place emphasis on rural
development through the
cooperative system.

In connection with elec-
tricity, efforts must be made
to generate electricity from
solar energy for sufficient
electricity supply in respec-
tive regions. Similarly, meas-
ures must be taken to gener-
ate electricity from thermal
energy. Checks must be con-

ducted to prevent wastage

and losses of electricity. As
for fuel, the situation can be
placed under control as much
as possible and measures
must be taken for systematic
storage and distribution of fuel.
Emphasis must be placed
on long-term benefits in
implementing regional
and national development

Then, the President made
concluding remarks, say-
ing systematic supervisory
measures must be taken for
smooth and secure commod-
ity flow in respective regions
and states. Similarly, system-
atic inspection supervision
must be carried out at all lev-
els at inspection checkpoints
to prevent illegal trade and
drug trafficking.

In implementing projects
in respective ministries, re-
gions and states, measures
must be taken for systematic
success of them. Long-term
perspective must be adopted
to achieve success in union-
and region- and state-level
projects during the term of
the government. In land uti-
lization, systematic measures
must be taken by drawing
master plans for long-term
perspectives. Region devel-
opment tasks can be carried
out at the union-level as
well as at the regional-level
but everyone is solemnly
urged to take systematic
measures for long-term ben-
efits. After the concluding
remarks, the meeting came to

an end. 100

Mingin Township sees completion
of harvesting maize

Mingin May 6
According to Mingin

Township Agriculture De-
partment, local farmers have
harvested all plantations of
maize in Mingin Township
of Sagaing Region.

Mingin Township planted

1,147 acres of maize and
6,263 acres of sweet corns
in cold season, totalling
7,400 acres. So far, farm-
ers harvested 1,147 acres
of maize yielding 55.39
baskets per acre and 6,263
acres of sweet corns, produc-

ing more than 21,000 cobs
per acre.

“During the winter crop-
ping season in Mingin Town-

| ship, maize and sweet corn

were cultivated on a total of
7,410 acres. At present, all of
these corn fields have been
completely harvested. To
ensure successful crop pro-
duction, awareness activities
and guidance were provided
to prevent pest and disease
infestations,” said Daw Hay-
man Kyaw Win, Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Mingin Township.

In Mingin Township, the
Township Department of
Agriculture has been support-

ing farmers cultivating maize
and sweet corn by providing
training, conducting field
demonstrations, promoting
preventive measures against
fall armyworm, and encour-
aging integrated crop protec-
tion practices, including the
use of neem-based pesticides
as well as ginger and chilli-
based pest control methods.
Generally, local farm-
ers produce 50 baskets per
acre of maize by spending
K500,000 per acre of agri-
cultural cost while yielding
15,000 corbs of sweet corns,
costing more than K500,000

per acre.
206

Explainer: What to
know about renewed
U.S.-Iran standoff over
Strait of Hormuz

Cairo May 6

Tensions between the
United States and Iran have
flared sharply in recent days
over the Strait of Hormuz,
with both countries claiming
to have carried out military
operations despite a ceasefire
in place since early April.

By launching the "Project
Freedom" operation, the Unit-
ed States said it would guide
stranded commercial vessels
through the vital waterway,
which in turn provoked a strong

military response from Iran.

Analysts say that the
U.S. actions are unlikely
to fully open the Strait of
Hormuz, offer little relief
to the global energy crisis,
and risk further escalating
tensions.

Since the United States and
Iran agreed to a ceasefire on
April 8, their negotiations have
yielded no concrete results,
and tensions have recently
risen again, sparking fears of

renewed conflict. Xinhua
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