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Opening ceremony of Yarpyae (centenary) Hall and
Yarpyae Thabin marking the centennial of Yezin Agricultural
University held; Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
attends the ceremony

Nay Pyi Taw December 22

Opening ceremony of
Yarpyae (centenary) Hall
and Yarpyae Thabin mark-
ing the centennial of Yezin
Agricultural University of
the Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Irrigation was
held at the university this
morning, graced by Chair-
man of State Administra-
tion Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

Present were Joint SAC
Secretary General Ye Win
0o, SAC members,
ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chair, senior military
officers from Office of Com-
mander-in-Chief, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,
deputy ministers, invited
guests, retired rectors and
pro-rectors of the university,
the rector, the pro-rector and
professors, faculty members
and students of the university,
and officials.

First, General Ye Win Oo,
Union Minister for ALI U
Min Naung, Union Minister

union

AgriculturaljUniyersity:S

for Education Dr Nyunt Pe
formally opened the Yarpyae
(centennial) Thabin.

Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing unveiled the
stone plaque and stone pil-
lar of the Yarpyae Hall by
pushing a button, and then
sprinkled scented water on
the stone plaque. Attendees
also sprinkled scented water
on it.

The Senior General and
attendees looked around the
multiple purposed Yarpyae
Hall.

On their way to the venue
of'the centennial ceremony of
Yezin Agricultural Univer-
sity, the Senior General and
attendees were welcomed by
students standing in rows on
both sides of the way. At the
ceremony, the Senior Gen-
eral and attendees watched
a video clip on the history of
the 100-year old university.

In his centennial speech,
the Senior General said as for

the majority of the country’s

Wi |

nﬁwnf. g:

people, agriculture is the
main means to earn their liv-
ing. Agriculture has direct re-
lations with political and so-
cial affairs of the nation and is
its main artery. In the time of
ancient Myanmar monarchs,
attention was paid to agricul-
ture for social improvement

and abundant food supply. It
is common knowledge that
governments throughout the
successive eras adopted poli-
cies and made ardent efforts
for the development of the

agricultural sector.

The country owes agro-
friendly foundations, a di-
verse array of weather pat-
terns, soils, eco-systems,
and agro-resources, which
are favourable for region-
wise crops. The spread of
national races in various parts

of the nation has become an
advantage for agriculture,
as it strengthens the force of
human resources needed for
crop cultivation.

According to historical
records of the university,
during a decade after the
country fell under colonial-
ism, scholars were sent to
India to learn agricultural
sciences with the goal of

¢ harnessing the country’s fa-

vourable agro-conditions. Of
the 40 scholars, 19 worked in
the agriculture department of
Myanmar, and the other 21
were assigned to the Indian
agriculture department.

The country realized the
shortages and weaknesses of

traditional cropping methods
that were denying the entry of
its crops into the international
market, and then noticed the
importance of agricultural
experts who could catch up
with the advancing agricul-
tural technologies and en-
sured promising crops that

might earn benefits.
Therefore, Agricultural
College and Research In-
stitute was established and
inaugurated in Mandalay on
December 22, 1924, with
the aim of producing agri-
cultural experts. Since then,
the contributions of agricul-
tural experts in harnessing
the country's fertile soil and
establishing agriculture as the
foundation of the nation have
been greatly respected and
acknowledged. On October
1, 1964, Agricultural College
was elevated to the status of
an Agricultural University.
In 1973, the university was
moved to the Yezin area of
Pyinmana Township, where

the essential infrastructure
for agricultural development
was established.
Agricultural University
stands as a symbol of pride,
having trained and produced
numerous experts who have
significantly contributed to
the development of the coun-

try's agricultural sector. In
2024, the university celebrates
the 100" anniversary of the in-
ception of agricultural educa-
tion, a pivotal milestone in the
development of the nation’s
agricultural human resources,
aligning with global advance-
ments. This achievement is a
source of great pride.

Since its establishment,
Agricultural College has
progressed from awarding
a three-year agricultural
diploma to granting Bach-
elor of Science degrees in
Agriculture and Sericulture.
These degree programs are
available to students who
have completed

See Page 13
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From Page 12
the intermediate level and
require two years of study.
Since the introduction of
the new education system
in 1964, the Bachelor of
Agriculture and Bachelor
of Agricultural Science de-
grees have been awarded. At
present, alongside the offer-
ing of master's and doctoral
degrees, the curriculum,
teaching methods, and re-
search are being updated
to meet international stand-
ards, ensuring the university
keeps pace with evolving
trends. Additionally, the
range of degrees in agricul-
ture-related fields is being
expanded, marking a highly
encouraging development.
Over the past 100 years,
the university has graduated
13,197 agricultural science
graduates, 673 Master of
Science holders, 85 doctoral
graduates, 70 postgraduate
diploma holders, and 11
Master of Philosophy gradu-
ates. All of these individuals
are trusted by the state and
have been recognized as
experts in their fields. These
accomplishments have con-

- o '._ " A 1‘ e a“

tributed significantly to the
country’s development.

When we assumed re-
sponsibility for the state, we
committed to 'developing
agriculture and livestock
in a way that is inclusive
of all ethnic groups, con-
tributes to the nation’s
prosperity and food secu-
rity, and fosters the devel-
opment of other economic
sectors in a comprehensive
manner. And as part of
the economic goal, ‘the
promotion of oilseed crop
cultivation aims to achieve
domestic self-sufficiency
in edible oil production
and to transition from
self-sufficiency to export.’
We are working towards the
country’s development and
enhancing food security by
adhering to these economic
guidelines.

Efforts are being made
to achieve target yields to
ensure domestic food se-
curity, expand exports, and
increase import substitu-
tion, by prioritizing key
crops from the country’s
total of 33 million acres
of cropland. The goals and

e
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objectives were determined
through extensive research,
and therefore, a systematic
review must be conducted
to achieve the targets in each
region. Similarly, increasing
cropping intensity will boost
the country’s productivity

and contribute to a rise in !
In this regard, the »

GDP.
role of agricultural experts
is crucial, as is the need
for collaboration with spe-
cialists from other sectors
related to agriculture.

To ensure the success

of these interconnected ac- &

agricultural knowledge is
widely accessible to rural
farmers, it is essential to
produce not only agricul-
tural science graduates but
also a significant number of
intermediate agricultural ex-

TR

tivities, two key areas were |

prioritized during the estab-
lishment of the university:
'teaching and research.’
Currently, it is being imple-
mented in three main areas:
'Teaching, Research, and
Technology Dissemina-
tion.' In this regard, the
Senior General emphasized
that priority must be given
to effectively supporting the
interests of rural residents,
whose livelihoods are pri-
marily based on agriculture
and farming.

To ensure that practical
and beneficial scientific

R e |

grand convocation hall was
built in its 90" anniversary
in 2014. It is to be proud of
the fact that the international
standard 100th anniversary
building was built and in-
augurated on the occasion
of its 100" anniversary. As
all the buildings constructed
are being used valuably,
I would like to urge all to
use the 100th anniversary
building most beneficially
and effectively by holding
academic events, discus-
sions and conferences.

The role of old and new
generation agriculturists
who contributed to the se-
curity of food, water and
basic needs out of their own
strength and capabilities has
been documented on the
occasion of the 100™ an-
niversary of the university.
I would like to urge all to
continue to carry out tasks
for the development of the
future agriculture sector
W

able environment, to be
aware of and effectively use
the advantages in agriculture
and human resources and to
be aware of and remedy the
weaknesses as true experts.

I would like to urge all
to try to nurture outstanding
agriculturists in accordance
with the motto of the univer-
sity "Uplift Nation through
Agriculture," and express
my wish for the agricultural
university to continue to ex-
ist from its 100" anniversary
to the end of the world.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral presented an honorary
award for production of
high-yield Yezin Super Rice
(YSR-1) for the Department
of Agricultural Research to
the director general of the
department.

Afterward, Union Min-
ister for Agriculture, Live-
stock and Irrigation U Min
Naung reported to the Senior
General on matters related

-
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perts and skilled workers in
basic agricultural practices.
Therefore, in addition to the
previously established agri-
cultural science schools of-
fering agricultural diplomas,
85 high schools teaching ag-
ricultural subjects have been
opened across the country,
starting from the 2023-2024
academic year. [ am pleased
to learn that the university
is working hard to produce
outstanding students from
these agricultural science
schools and high schools
that teach agriculture, by
screening them according
to the specified qualifica-
tions to develop them into
agricultural experts.
Recognizing the impor-
tance of the agricultural
university, successive gov-
ernments built landmarks in
its anniversaries to honour
it. The gorgeous diamond
jubilee prayer hall and meet-
ing hall was built its dia-
mond jubilee in 1999 and its

relentlessly by sharing agri-
cultural technologies, which
are noble and serve both the
interests of individuals and
others, to new generations.

I would like to honour
the agriculturalists who
have performed duties as-
signed to them concertedly
in the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irriga-
tion and other fields after
studying at the agricultural
university and urge current
agriculturists and those who
are working in the interests
of the agriculture sector in
the private sector and in
international organizations
to continue to contribute
more to interests of the
country.

It is necessary to pioneer
agricultural technologies
to produce food and basic
needs in accordance with the
objective of the university to
contribute to the interests of
the agricultural producers,
the country and the sustain-

to the 100" anniversary of
the university.

Then, the union minister
presented the gift commem-
orating the 100" anniversary
of the university to the Sen-
ior General.

Afterward, the Senior
General and attendees en-
joyed the songs and musi-
cal dances performed by
students of the university.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral presented an honorary
flower basket for the stu-
dents who performed music
and dances.

Afterward, the Senior
General posed for docu-
mentary photographs with
attendees and cordially
greeted retired rectors and
pro-rectors of the university.

After the ceremony, the
Senior General and attend-
ees keenly observed the ex-
hibition booths commemo-
rating the 100™ anniversary
of the university.

100



Page 14

wP

23-12-2024

SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlalng ]OlllS Chrlstmas thanksglvmg ceremony

Min Aung HlainglextendsfereetingstagthelChristmasithanksgivinglceemony3

Nay Py Taw December 22

Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing attended the
Christmas Thanksgiving and
Fellowship Dinner organ-
ized by Christian Church
Associations of Myanmar at
St Mary’s Cathedral Church
in Botahtaung Township of
Yangon Region yesterday
evening.

Also present at the din-
ner were Daw Kyu Kyu Hla,
wife of the Senior General,
Council Joint Secretary Gen-
eral Ye Win Oo and his wife,
council members and their
wives, Union ministers and
their wives, senior Tatmadaw
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief
and their wives, the Yangon
Region Chief Minister, the
commander of Yangon Com-
mand, the mayor, bishops
and reverends from Myanmar
Council of Churches, Myan-
mar Catholic Dioceses, My-
anmar Evangelical Christian
Alliance and Myanmar Chris-
tian Missionary Cooperation
Committee, officials from In-
terfaith Dialogue Group and
guests, Christians, Catholic
youths and Christian town
elders.

The Chairman of the State
Administration Council, the
Prime Minister and his wife,

along with the members, ar-
rived at St. Mary’s Cathedral
Church, where they were
welcomed by the Catholic
Archbishop, Cardinal Charles
Bo, and senior clergies. Fol-
lowing this, the ceremony be-
gan with a prayer of blessing
led by Rev Myo Myint Oo,
and then Archbishop Stephen
Than Myint Oo delivered a
welcoming speech.

They all sang the song
of Choir titled “Prosperous
Myanmar”.

In his Christmas greet-
ings, the Senior General said
that Christmas Day is cel-
ebrated as a day to com-
memorate the birth of Jesus
Christ. It was stated that the
Christmas season is a time
that brings joy and happiness
to people.

Regarding religion, every
individual has the right to
freely practice and believe in
the religion or faith of their
choice. In the Constitution
(2008), provisions are set
forth regarding religion and
faith, and legal guarantees are
provided. Furthermore, the
Constitution also explicitly
ensures the right of every
citizen to freely practise and
adhere to their religion or
faith.

The teaching of the reli-
gion is ultimately a path for
achieving peace within hu-

man society. It is also a form
of wisdom, through which
peace and harmony should
be promoted. Only through
inner peace can humanity
experience the tranquility of
the entire society. Although
different religions may differ
in their practices, the founda-
tion of all religions is love,
and it is essential to practice
patience and forgiveness,
which are core principles,
while avoiding extremism
and bigot.

It is well known that in
Myanmar, people of various

ethnicities, religions, and }
beliefs have lived together ;
in harmony and coexist-
ence. Despite the differences

among them, they have been
able to build unity through
mutual understanding, toler-
ance, and respect. Individuals
must continue to protect and
maintain this unity. In particu-
lar, religious leaders of each
faith should encourage their
followers to cultivate knowl-
edge, wisdom, and virtuous
attitudes.

Our government is striv-
ing to establish a solid multi-
party democratic system that
aligns with the desires of all
citizens and to return to the
correct democratic path. We
have laid down plans and
national political goals to
achieve this. We firmly be-

lieve that the challenges faced
within any society living to-
gether can only be effectively
resolved through democratic
means—dialogue and nego-
tiation. Political issues, or
political demands, must be
addressed through political

processes, and they cannot be
resolved through armed con-
flict. Armed violence is not a
path accepted by any society,
and we, too, must stand united
against such actions.

In Myanmar, the majority
of the population practices
Buddhism, with Christianity
being the second most widely
practiced religion. For our
nation’s stability, peace, and
prosperity, Christian organi-
zations and followers play

a vital role. Therefore, we
respectfully urge and en-
courage their participation in
various sectors. Starting this
Christmas season, we call on
everyone to build a peaceful
and harmonious society, not
only in Myanmar but across
the world, through mutual
understanding and tolerance,
guided by the teachings of the
Lord. Let us extend Christmas
blessings and work together
to create a serene and beauti-
ful community.

Following this, Naw L
Syriwa led a hymn of praise,
and Reverend Dr. Maurice
Lennar guided the attendees
in reading responses for the
birthday celebration. Sister
Mary Zinmar Swe conducted
a Bible reading, and Cardinal
Charles Bo, the Archbish-
op, delivered a sermon. The
Church of the Most Holy
Redeemer Choir performed

the Christmas hymn in joyful
harmony. Later, Reverend Dr.
Aye Min offered a special
prayer for the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar.

Then, Cardinal Charles
Bo, Archbishop Stephen Than
Myint Oo, and Reverend Dr.
Aye Min presented Christ-
mas commemorative gifts,
a Christmas blessing letter,
and a gem-studded paint-
ing to the Chairman of the
State Administration Council

Prime Minister, and wife. In
return, the Senior General and
his wife presented Christmas
commemorative gifts as well.

Next, Reverend Manpar-
mastan delivered a message
of gratitude, followed by Rev-
erend Saw Sar Nay offering
blessings for everyone who
contributed to the success
of the Christmas fellowship
dinner.

Afterward, the audience
joined together in singing
the hymn “Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing” in unison.

Following this, Cardi-
nal Charles Bo delivered a
Christmas blessing message,
expressing his wish that
during this joyful Christmas
season, not only Christians
but all humanity around
the world be filled with the
blessings and goodwill of
Christmas. He extended his
blessings to the Chairman

of the State Administra-
tion Council Prime Min-
ister and his family, gov-
ernment officials, military
personnel and their fami-
lies, and all the people of
Myanmar.

The Senior General and
wife, along with other of-
ficials and attendees, par-
ticipated in the fellowship
dinner hosted by the My-
anmar Christian Churches
Federation. 100

of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”
teachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to
protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including school-
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- U.S. Intel: China Emerges as a Global

o]

Leader in Ballistic Missile Power With
More Than 3,000 Missiles, Defense News,
December, 2024.

- Defense Department report: China to
have 1K nuclear weapons in arsenal by

2030, UPI, December, 2024.
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