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Catfish from paddy fields sent to Yangon market

KYAIKLAT September 21

“Local merchants from Kyaiklat
Township of Ayeyawady Region suppli-
ed a large volume of field catfishes to
Yangon market,” said Daw Su Hlaing,
the owner of fisheries trading depot in
Kyaiklat Township.

From Kyaiklat Township, about 66,000
viss of field catfish were transported and
sold to Yangon market. The increase
in field catfish shipments has brought
favourable conditions for those engaged
in the fisheries sector.

“When field catfish shipments increase,
the main beneficiaries are the fishery
workers. Over the past month, we tran-
sported and sold more than 66,000 viss of

field catfish. Sales depend on purchases
from the Yangon market, so they are not
always consistent. At present, it is the
season when field catfish are plentiful
inthe area. Field catfish are among the
most widely consumed fish domestically.
Although sales have been good, the
price has remained stable. All seafood
from Kyaiklat Township is transported
not only to the local market but mainly
to Yangon. When goods reach Yangon,
buyers there offer good prices,” said
Daw Su Hlaing.

The price of field catfish transported
from Kyaiklat Township to the Yangon
market currently ranges from Ks-145,000
to Ks-195,000 per 10 viss. These fish are

systematically packed before belng sent
to Yangon for sale. The strong demand cargo truck operators alike.
has benefited freshwater catfish farmers,

traders fish catchers labourers and

SK

Growing pigeon pea exceeds target cultivation in KhinU Township

KHINU September 21

According to KhinU Township
Agriculture Department, local
farmers have expanded sown
acreage of pigeon pea as mon-
soon crops exceeding the tar-
get cultivation in KhinU Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon

crop season, it was planned to
cultivate 20,626 acres of pigeon
peain KhinU Township. Cultiva-
tion began in May this year, and
as of today, 22,376 acres have
already been planted, exceeding
the initial target.

“The target for this monsoon
season in KhinU Township was

20,626 acres of pigeon pea, but
as of today, 22,376 acres have
been cultivated, surpassing the
planned acreage. Efforts are
also being made to ensure good
yields. Farmers are cultivating
pigeon pea both as a main crop
and as an intercrop,” said U
Nay Win Naing, Head of the

KhinU Township Department
of Agriculture.

This year, the Township De-
partment of Agriculture has
been providing farmers with
field-level technical support to
promote the use of quality and
pure seeds, proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention, and

improved yields.

To help reduce expenses on
foliar fertilizers, the departmen-
tis also distributing technology
of making natural fertilizers.
This method not only lowers
cultivation costs but also helps
crops grow healthily, remain
pest-free, and achieve better
growth.

SMK

More than 1 900 acres of maize and sweet corns planted in Monywa Township

MONYWA September 21

A total of 1,902 acres of maize and
sweet corns were grown in Monywa

h ¥ ( __..-ﬁ""' >

Townshlp of Sagalng Region, according
to the township Agriculture Department.
In the 2025-2026 monsoon crop season,

it was planned to cultivate 1,804 acres
of seed maize and 250 acres of sweet
corn, totalling 2,054 acres. Cultivation
began in June this year, and as of today,
1,902 acres have been planted, including
1,665 acres of maize and 237 acres of
sweet corn.

“This year, the target for Monywa
Township was more than 2,000 acres of
maize and sweet corn. So far, over 1,900
acres have been cultivated, and efforts
are continuing to meet the full target. To
ensure successful growth of the crops,
awareness programmes are being
conducted to prevent pest and disease
outbreaks,” said U Soe Thet Aung, Head
of the Monywa Township Department

of Agriculture.

This year, the department has been
providing farmers with training courses,
field demonstrations, and technical
awareness programs. Preventive mea-
sures are being carried out against
fall armyworm, while integrated pest
management systems are promoted,
including the use of neem-based pesti-
cides, ginger, and chilli solutions.

In Monywa Township, maize yields over
50 baskets per acre, with a production
cost of around Ks-500,000 per acre.
Sweet cornyields about 15,000 ears per
acre, with cultivation costs exceeding
Ks-500,000 per acre.

SMK

Myaung Township grows more than 10,000 acres of groundnut this year

MYAUNG September 21
Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmers have so far
planted 10,498 acres of groundnut
as monsoon crops in Myaung
Township of Sagaing Region.
In 2025-2026 monsoon crop
cultivation season, local autho-

Each acre produces more than
50 baskets of groundnut.

rities earmarked 15,021 acres of
groundnut in Myaung Township
but local farmers grew 10,498
acres of crops against the target
cultivation.

“In the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, it was planned to
cultivate 15,021 acres of groun-
dnut in Myaung Township. As

of today, 10,498 acres have
been planted. Efforts are being
made to complete the remain-
ing acreage to meet the target.
Groundnut, as an oil crop, is in
afavorable condition, and culti-
vation in the township has been
improving year by year;,” said
Daw Thida Lwin, Head of the

Sagaing District Department
of Agriculture.

In Myaung Township, one
and a half baskets of seed are
required per acre of groundnut
cultivation. The production
cost per acre, including seed,
labour charge, fertilizer, and
pesticides, is over Ks-200,000.

This year, to ensure successful
cultivation, prevent pest and
disease outbreaks, and keep
the fields free of weeds, staff
of the Township Department
of Agriculture are conducting
field inspections and maintai-
ning field-monitoring records.

SK
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Danubyu Township sends large

°
volume of 90-day rice to Yangon market
DANUBYU September 21 | . : BRE

“Local entrepreneurs from Danubyu Township of Ayeyawady
Region supplied a large number of 90-day rice bags to Yangon
market,” said Daw Moe Moe, the owner of rice and paddy trading
commodity in Danubyu Township.

From Danubyu Township, up to 60,000 bags of 90-day rice
(24-pyi bags) were transported and sold to the Yangon market.

Daw Moe Moe said: “Last month, a large volume of 90-day rice
bags was shipped and sold to the Yangon market. Agricultural
produce and local products from Danubyu Township are mostly
supplied to Yangon. The Yangon market has strong demand
for the 90-day rice variety, and there are already purchase
arrangements for this month as well. The rice bags are mainly
transported and sold by road.”

It is reported that during the past month, the 90-day rice
(24-pyi bags) sold to the Yangon market fetched prices of up to
Ks-98,500 per bag. With improved rice trade, farmers, traders,
cargo handlers, and truck rental operators have been gaining
employment and livelihood opportunities. SK
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Kalay District to grow more than 7,000

Plan underway to grow more than 5,000 acres of
acres of cowpea in coming cold season

soya bean in Katha District this year

KATHA September 21

Statistics of Katha District
Agriculture Department said
thatlocal farmers will grow 5,280
acres of soya bean in coming
cold season in Katha District
of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, it is planned to cultivate
atotal of 5,280 acres of soya bean

. ;\ ¥ I:i e
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in Katha District—335 acres in
Katha Township, 205 acres in
Indaw Township, 4,605 acres in
Htigyaing Township, and 135
acres in Bamauk Township.
Katha District Agriculture
Department Head, U Myint
Soe, said: “This year, the target
for soya bean in Katha District
is over 5,000 acres. Efforts will

be made to fully meet the plan-
ned acreage. We will also pro-
vide awareness to prevent pest
infestations. Farmers have
been encouraged to secure the
necessary quality seeds and
informed of ways to obtain
them.”

In Katha District, Township
Agriculture Departments are
providing farmers with know-
ledge on using high-quality
and pure seeds suitable for
the region, following proper
cultivation practices, preventing
pest infestations, systematic
use of fertilizers, and ensuring
good yields.

During this crop season, in
cultivating various types of
pulses, the department is also
working with farmers to provide
good-quality and pure seeds,
necessary inputs, and post-
harvest technologies to improve
the yield and quality of pulse
Crops. SMK

KALAY September 21

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 7,189 acres of cow-
peaas cold season crops in Kalay
District of Sagaing Region in
coming cold season, according
to Kalay District Agriculture
Department.

For the 2025-2026 winter crop
season, itis planned to cultivate
atotal of 7,189 acres of cowpea in
Kalay District, with 5,952 acres
in Kalay Township, 80 acres in
Kalewa Township, and 1,157
acres in Mingin Township.

Kalay District Agriculture
Department Head, U Aung,
said: “This year, for the coming
winter crop season, over 7,000
acres of cowpea are planned in
Kalay District. Efforts will be
made to fully meet the target
acreage. Cowpea cultivation
has been improving year by
year. To ensure good yields and
quality, we will work together
with farmers to provide good-
quality and pure seeds, neces-

sary inputs, and post harvest
techniques.”

In Kalay District, farmers are
cultivating cowpea varieties
such as Yezin-8 and Yezin-11,
which are suitable for the region
and have good yields. It is lear-
ned that cultivation costs per
acre amount to over Ks-300,000.

This year, during the winter
crop season, for pulse cultivation,
the department is cooperating
with farmers to provide good-
quality and pure seeds, essential
inputs, and post-harvest techno-
logies to improve yield and
quality. In addition, efforts are
being made to mobilize and
educate lead farmers on the
use of beneficial Trichoderma
fungi during pulse cultivation.

Sagaing Region has the lar-
gest cultivation area for pulses
in the country. Pulses are grown
not only as major crops but also
as intercrops, enabling farmers
to grow them as profitable
income-generating crops. SK

More than 10,000 acres of rainfed paddy planted in Dabayin Township

DABAYIN September 21
Statistics of YeU District Agri-
culture Department stated that
atotal 0f 10,838 acres of rainfed
paddy has been planted in Daba-
yin Township of Sagaing Region.
For the 2025-2026 rainy sea-
son crop period, it is planned to
cultivate 120,391 acres of rainfed
paddy in Dabayin Township.
Planting began in June this

year, and as of today, a total of
108,38 acres have already been
cultivated.

“This year, more than 120,000
acres of rainfed paddy are pla-
nned for cultivation in Dabayin
Township. So far, over 10,000
acres have been planted. Efforts
are being made to fully meet
the target acreage. Necessary
techniques and quality seeds

are being provided, and field-
level support is given to farmers
so that paddy can be planted
in time,” said U Zaw Myint
Htwe, Head of Shwebo District
Department of Agriculture.
Itis reported that during this
rainy season, the respective
Township Department of Agri-
culture is cooperating with local
farmers to ensure that rainfed

paddy can be cultivated syste-
matically without difficulties.
Farmers in Dabayin Township
are alsobeing provided with agri-
cultural techniques, awareness
on pest prevention, guidance to
avoid crop losses, and instruc-
tions to ensure harvested paddy
is stored under cover in time.
To achieve successful culti-
vation and good yields in this

year’s rainfed paddy fields in
Dabayin Township, officials
and staff from the Township
Department of Agriculture are
carrying out field supervision
and providing guidance on the
use of quality pure seeds, pest
control, weeding and thinning,
removal of inferior varieties, and
systematic use of fertilizers.
SMK
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UK, Canada and Australia recognize Palestinian state

PALASTINE September 21

On Sunday, the governments
of Canada, Australia and the
United Kingdom announced
formal recognition of the State
of Palestine.

Canada recognized the Pale-
stinian state on Sunday as part
of a"coordinated international

effort to preserve the possibility
of a two-state solution," Prime
Minister Mark Carney said.
"Canadarecognises the State
of Palestine and offers our par-
tnership in building the promise
of a peaceful future for both
the State of Palestine and the
State of Israel. While Canada

is under no illusions that this
recognition is a panacea, this
recognition is firmly aligned
with the principles of self-de-
termination and fundamental
human rights reflected in the
United Nations Charter;" Carney
said in a statement.
Australian Prime Minister

Anthony Albanese also announ-
ced the decision to recognize the
“independent and sovereign”
State of Palestine.

"Effective today, Sunday the
21 September 2025, the Com-
monwealth of Australia forma-
lly recognizes the independent
and sovereign State of Pale-

92-9-2025 | @6&

stine," Albanese said in a joint
statement with Foreign Mini-
ster Penny Wong.

UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer likewise declared re-
cognition.

"Today, to revive the hope of
peace for the Palestinians and
Israelis, and a two state solution,
the United Kingdom formally re-
cognises the State of Palestine,"
Starmer wrote on X. Sputnik

Major European alrports hit by hackers medla

LONDON September 21

Several major airports across
Europe have faced electronic
check-in and boarding system
disruptions that have led to flight
cancellations and delays over
the weekend. The issue hasbeen
linked to a cyberattack on the
services provider, according to
several media reports.

London’s Heathrow, as well as
airports in Berlin and Brussels,
were among those affected.
Seventy-three flights in those
three cities were cancelled in
less than two days, the Guardian
reported.

More than 130 flights had
been delayed at Heathrow
alone as of Sunday morning, the
report said, adding that Brussels
airport also had to delay all 80
flights scheduled for the first

half of Sunday. Dublin and Cork
airports in Ireland were affected
as well, according to AFP.
The disruptions started on
Friday night and continued into
Sunday. Brussels airport also
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warned that flight delays and
cancellations are expected on
Monday as well. The incident
was blamed on a “cyberattack
on the American company
Collins Aerospace, the external

provider of check-in and board-
ing systems,” a statement by
the airport read, adding that “it
is still unclear when the issue
will be resolved.”

The company confirmed the

episode to AFP on Saturday,
saying that it had “become
aware of a cyber-related disru-
ption to our MUSE software in
select airports.”

The outages only affected
electronic services, with manual
check-ins and baggage drops
still possible. The airports war-
ned passengers about longer
waiting times and urged them
to check their flight status in
advance.

Itis still unclear who could be
behind the cyberattack, as no
groups claimed responsibility
or made any demands. Collins
Aerospace was hit by ransom-
seeking hackers in 2023, Reuters
reported, citing several breach-
hacking websites. The company
did not answer the news agency’s
request for comment. RT

Clashes erupt at anti-corruption protests in Phlhpplnes

MANILA September 21

Almost 50,000 people took to
the streets of the Philippines
capital, Manila, on Sunday to
protest corruption. The rally
was marred by scuffles bet-
ween the demonstrators and
the officers.

People are angry over the
mismanagement of thousands
of flood-control projects in the
country that cost more than
US-$9.5 billion. In July, Presi-

dent Ferdinand Marcos Jr. esta-
blished an independent com-
mission to investigate what
he called “anomalies” during
their construction.

The protesters at Manila’s
Luneta Park waved national
flags and chanted “Jail them!”
as they demanded the prosecu-
tion of both officials and en-
trepreneurs involved in the alle-
ged corrupt schemes.

Violence broke out at some

point during the rally as some
of the protesters began tossing
stones at the officers and set
tires on fire. The police later
deployed a water cannon to
disperse the crowd.

Several officers were woun-
ded during the scuffles and
required hospitalization, acc-
ording to Manila’s mayor. More
than a dozen demonstrators
were detained.

RT

Syrian students back to school under unified national calendar for 1% time in decade

DAMASCUS September 21

More than 4 million students
across Syria returned to school
on Sunday as the new academic
year began, for the first time in
more than a decade under a
unified national calendar and
education framework, accord-
ing to Syria's education autho-
rities and the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) on
Sunday.

The education authorities

said in a statement, published
by the state-run SANA news
agency, that about 4.2 million
students were enrolled in
12,000 schools nationwide. In
the capital Damascus alone,
some 250,000 students attended
around 700 schools.

In a separate statement,
UNICEF described the unified
calendar as a step toward "a
more cohesive and inclusive
learning environment" in the

war-torn country, adding that
the UN agency, in partnership
with Syria's education autho-
rities, is supporting the "Back-
to-Learning" campaign to help
ensure children's right to edu-
cation.

"The unified school calendar
is a historic step towards equity,
stability, and long-term learning
pathways. We must seize this
moment to reach every child,
especially those who have been

left behind," Meritxell Relano
Arana, UNICEF representative
in Syria, said in the statement.
The education authorities
said that preparations for the
new academic year included
maintenance of school buildings,
provision of classroom furniture,
upgrading of water and sani-
tation facilities, and disinfection
campaigns to secure a safe
learning environment.
Despite these efforts, about 40

percent of schools nationwide
remain in need of reconstruction
or rehabilitation after years of
conflict, with projects underway
to expand access to safe and
fully equipped classrooms, the

authorities added.
Meanwhile, more than 2.4
million children remain out of
school, while over 1 million are
atrisk of dropping out across the
country, according to UNICEF.
Xinhua
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and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

How to take care of an EV battery

To keep your electric vehicle (EV)
in good condition and performing
well, it’s important to take care of its
battery. This means making sure the
battery stays healthy over time. The
battery is the main component of an
electric vehicle. It stores and supplies
the energy necessary to operate the
electric vehicle.

By following a few simple guidelines,
you can increase the health, lifespan
and efficiency of your EV battery. This
article will discuss the top tips for taking
care of your EV battery.

Maintain optimal charging habits

Proper charging habits play a signifi-
cant role in extending the life of an EV
battery.

Here are some key points to consider:

to store the electric car battery with a
charge level between 40 percent and
60 percent.

Utilise your charging schedule: Many
electric vehicles and charge points allow
you to schedule your charging time.
Taking advantage of this feature and
EV-friendly tariffs allows you to charge
your electric vehicle during off-peak
hours when electricity prices are lower.
Although this does not directly help your
electric vehicle battery health, it does
help to keep your charging cost low.
Furthermore, charging your electric
vehicle during off-peak hours reduces
strain on the electrical grid and the use
of fossil fuels.

Be mindful of the temperature

Temperature plays an important role

Avoid frequently completely emptying
your electric vehicle. Modern lithium-ion
electric car batteries do not require to
be completely empty before recharging
to maintain their health. In fact, comple-
tely draining the battery can be detri-
mental to the battery’s lifespan. It is
recommended to keep your battery
percentage between 20 percent and 80
percent for regular daily driving.

Avoid leaving your electric vehicle
in high or low states of charge if you
are not using your EV for an extended
amount of time. This can also degrade
the battery’s capacity over time. If you’re
planning on not using your EV for an
extended period of time, it is advisable

in the performance and longevity of an
EV battery. Extreme heat or cold can
adversely affect an electric car’s battery
capacity and overall health.

Here’s what you need to know:

Try to avoid exposing the battery to
excessively high temperatures: Ex-
tended exposure to high temperatures
while charging your electric vehicle,
such as parking your EV in direct sun-
light on a hot day, can accelerate the
degradation of the battery. Charge your
vehicle in shaded areas or garages to
minimise heat exposure whenever
possible.

Optimise temperature during charg-
ing: Charging at moderate tempera-

tures (around 20-25°C or 68-77°F) is ideal
for preserving the battery’s health. If
your EV offers a thermal management
system, ensure it functions correctly
to maintain the battery’s temperature
within the recommended range.
The rapid charging debate

The impact of rapid charging on
batteries has been a topic of debate.
However, modern electric vehicles
come equipped with advanced battery
management systems that regulate the
energy input into the car. This technology
ensures that the batteryis not harmed
by using rapid chargers, which means
that it is safe to use rapid chargers
without any detrimental effects on the
battery’s health.

Regular Maintenance and
Software Updates

To ensure optimal performance, it is
essential to follow the manufacturer’s
recommended maintenance schedule
foryour EV. This includes regular check-
ups, inspections, and software updates
provided by the manufacturer. Keeping
your EV and its battery up to date with
the latest software enhancements can
help improve efficiency and address
any potential issues.

Frequently asked questions

1. Will I have to replace my electric
vehicle battery?

Battery replacement for an EV is
rare. Of course, an EV battery, like other

SRS NG S : N
batteries, may reduce capacity over
time. Of course, if you follow these top
tips to avoid battery degradation, you
can help keep your battery healthy. An
EV battery is estimated to last at least
10-15 years or 100,000 miles of driving.
An electric car battery often comes
with a warranty, so if you have a fault
with the battery, it is best to contact the
warranty holder.

2. Are EV batteries harmful to the
environment?

There is a common misconception
that electric vehicle (EV) batteries end
up in landfills, but this is false. EV
batteries can have a second life and be
repurposed as energy storage solu-
tions, such as for solar panels. This can
extend the lifespan of a battery by up
to 10-15 years!

Summary

Taking care of your EV battery con-
dition is vital for its longevity and per-
formance. By following these guidelines,
including maintaining optimal charging
habits, being mindful of temperature,
avoiding rapid charging whenever
possible, and staying up to date with
maintenance and software updates,
you can ensure that your EV battery
remains in excellent condition. Remem-
ber, a well-cared-for battery will not
only provide you with a longer driving
range but also help you contribute to a
sustainable and greener future. R.C
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