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LABUTTA September 17

Local fishery entrepreneurs from
Labutta Township of Ayeyawady Region
sold a large volume of shrimps to Yangon
market said Daw Tin Tin Htay, the owner
of fisheries trading commodity in Labutta
Township.

From Labutta Township, about 72,000
viss of assorted prawns were transpor-
ted and sold to the Yangon market.

It is reported that seafood trading
centres in the area purchase prawns
caught locally, process and clean them
systematically, and then transport them
for sale to the Yangon market.

“In the past month alone, we have
been able to transport and sell up to
72,000 viss of assorted prawns from

Labutta Township. Seafood products
are systematically cleaned, packaged,
and sent for sale. As prawns and other
seafood are being shipped in large
quantities, the seafood trading business
here is also creating more job opportu-
nities. Most of the local seafood products
are transported and sold using cargo
trucks,” said Daw The The Lwin, owner
of a seafood trading centre in Labutta
Township.

Local fishery entrepreneurs sell Ks-
19,000 to Ks-24,000 per viss of Cardiea,
Ks-18,000 to Ks-18,500 per viss of small
prawn, Ks-18,500 to Ks-23,500 per viss
oflarge prawn and Ks-36,500 to Ks-45,000
per viss of lobster depending on freshn-
ess at the Yangon market. SK
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THABAUNG September 17

Black-eyed beans are marketable at
the domestic market in Thabaung
Township of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Yi Yi Tun, the owner of agricultural
produce trading commodities in Tha-
baung Townsip.

In Thabaung Township, demand for
black-eyed beans has been strong from
the first week of August to date, leading

increased demand is due to higher
purchases from the Yangon market
combined with a low yield of local black-
eyed beans.

“Local black-eyed beans are being
bought not only in the local market but
also from other areas. From about the
first week of this month, demand has
noticeably increased. Along with stron-

ger demand, the price has also risen
slightly. The Yangon market has been
actively buying local black-eyed beans.
Because the yield is low, traders are
buying more, which has made sales
more active. At present, there is not
much new harvest of black-eyed beans
inthe area. The crop is usually abundant
during the harvest season for monsoon
crops,” said Daw Yi Yi Htun, owner of
an agricultural produce trading centre
in Thabaung Township.

The price of black-eyed beans in
Thabaung Township is currently as
high as Ks-115,000 per bag of 16 pyi.
Agricultural produce traders in the
township mainly transport and sell local
farm products to the Yangon market.
Besides black-eyed beans, they also
trade black gram, green gram, pigeon
pea, maize, paddy, rice, and seasonal
crops.

SMK

Plan underway to grow more than 6,000
acres of chick pea in Kawlin District

KAWLIN September 17

According to the data of Yinmabin
District Agriculture Department, local
authorities earmarked cultivation of
6,900 acres of chick pea as winter crop
in Kawlin District of Sagaing Region
coming year.

In the 2025-2026 winter crop season,
it is planned to cultivate a total of 6,980
acres of chickpea in Kawlin District—
6,614 acres in Kawlin Township, 341
acres in Wuntho Township, and 25 acres
in Pinlebu Township, according to the

district’s crop plan.

“This winter season, Kawlin District
has set a target of over 6,900 acres of
chickpea cultivation. We are working to
ensure the target acreage is fully achiev-
ed. Chickpea cultivation has been im-
proving year by year. To ensure good
yields and quality, we will work together
with farmers to provide pure, quality
seeds, necessary inputs, and post-harvest
technologies,” said U Win Thein, Head
of the Kawlin District Department of
Agriculture.

Farmers in Kawlin District are cultiva-
ting chickpeas with Yezin-8 and Yezin-11
varieties which are well-suited to local
conditions and yield good results. The
average cultivation cost is over Ks-300,000
per acre.

This year, during the winter crop
season, the Department of Agriculture
is working with farmers to provide quality
seeds, inputs, and post-harvest technolo-
gies for multiple types of pulses to im-
prove yield and quality. Extension ac-
tivities also include awareness programs
to promote the use of Trichoderma be-
neficial fungi in pulse cultivation.

SK

Tamu District to
grow more than
4,000 acres of
vegetables in
coming winter

TAMU September 17

Statistics of Tamu District Agricult-
ure Department mentioned that local
authorities earmarked cultivation of
4,189 acres of vegetables as cold season
crops in Tamu District of Sagaing Region
this year.

In the 2025-2026 winter crop season,
it is planned to cultivate a total of 4,189
acres of vegetables in Tamu District—
1,189 acres in Myothit Township, 1,500
acres in Tamu Township, and 1,500 acres
in Hkampat Township, according to the
district’s crop plan.

This year, township-level agricultural
staff members in Tamu District are
providing farmers with GAP training,
as well as technical assistance to ensure
that harvested vegetables are safe and
healthy for consumers. Efforts are also
underway to encourage farmers to
expand vegetable cultivation.

Vegetable cultivation is practiced in
Tamu District every year according to
the season, and these crops have flour-
ished successfully, providing income for
households. The Township Department
of Agriculture is also raising awareness
among farmers on proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention, and the use
of organic fertilizers, natural pesticides,
and repellents.

SMK
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Cultivation of maize and sweet corns finishes in
Kanbalu Township

KANBALU September 17

A total of 89,264 acres of maize and
sweet corns have been planted in Kan-
balu Township of Sagaing Region, acc-
ording to data of Kanbalu Township
Agriculture Department.

Local authorities earmarked cul-
tivation of 88,931 acres of maize and
750 acres of sweet corns in Kanbalu
Township in 2025-2026 monsoon crop
cultivation season. But, local farmers
have planted 88,931 acres of maize
and 333 acres of sweet corns, totalling
89,264 acres against the target cultiva-
tion.

“In the upcoming monsoon crop
season this year, Kanbalu Township
has planned to cultivate 89,681 acres of
maize and sweet corn. As of today, 89,264
acres have been planted. We are work-
ing to ensure the full target acreage
is achieved. To ensure the success of
maize cultivation, awareness progra-
mmes are being conducted, including
measures to prevent pest and disease
infestations,” said U Myo Zaw, Head of
the Kanbalu Township Department of
Agriculture.

ThlS year, the Kanbalu Townshlp

Department of Agriculture is provi-
ding farmers growing seed maize and
sweet corn with training courses, field
demonstrations, guidance on preven-
ting fall armyworm infestations, and
integrated pest management techni-
ques. These include the use of Tricho-
gramma bio-control, as well as ginger
and chilli-based pest control methods,

along with other agrlcultural awar-
eness activities.

In Kanbalu Township, it is reported
that seed maize yields over 50 baskets
per acre, with an average production
cost of Ks-500,000 per acre, while sweet
cornyields around 15,000 ears per acre,
with cultivation costs exceeding Ks-
500,000 per acre.

SMK

Myaung Township grows over 1,300 acres of rainfed

green grams

MYAUNG September 17

More than 1,300 acres of green grams have been planted in Myaung Township, Sagaing District, Sagaing Region dur-
ing this year’s rain crops planting season, according to the statistics of the Department of Agriculture for Sagaing District.

In the 2025-2026 rain crops planting season, Myaung Township has planned to plant 3,057 acres of green grams, and
planting has begun since May this year, and 1,302 acres have been planted to date.

“We are continuing to plant green grams. We are working to ensure that the target acres of green grams are planted.
We are also conducting field visits to provide necessary technologies, varieties, and pest and disease prevention methods
during the rainy season,” said Daw Thida Lwin, head of the Department of Agriculture for Sagaing District.

The relevant township agriculture department is working with farmers to provide good quality seeds, inputs, and post-
harvest technology to improve the yield and quality of green grams during this year’s rain crops planting season.

SK
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Rainfed paddy
grown in Kani
Township this year

KANI September 17

Agricultural data of Yinmabin District
Agriculture Department indicated that
atotal of 11,156 acres of farmlands have
been placed under rainfed paddy in
Kani Township of Sagaing Region this
year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop sea-
son, it was planned to cultivate 23,285
acres of rainfed paddy in Kani Township.
Cultivation began in May this year, and
as of today, a total of 11,156 acres have
been planted.

Yinmabin District Agriculture Depar-
tment Head, Daw Myat Moe Win, said:
“This year, the target for Kani Township
is over 23,000 acres of rainfed paddy. So
far, more than 11,000 acres have been
planted against the target cultivation,
and cultivation is ongoing. Efforts are
being made to reach the planned acreage.
For rainfed paddy cultivation, we are
providing farmers with the necessary
techniques and seed varieties, and also
carrying out field visits to help ensure
timely planting.”

This year, to ensure systematic
cultivation without difficulties, the
respective Township Agriculture De-
partments are working together with
local farmers in rainfed paddy cultivation.

In Kani Township, farmers are being
provided with technical knowledge on
cultivation methods, pest prevention,
measures to avoid crop loss, and awa-
reness to ensure harvested paddy is
properly stored under shelter in time.

The rainfed paddy fields planted this
year in Kani Township are thriving. To
achieve good yields, Township Agricul-
ture Department personnel are con-
ducting field visits to guide farmers on
using high-quality and pure seeds, pest
prevention, weeding, rouging of off-types,
and systematic application of fertilizers.

SMK

Pomfret fish in high demand at domestic market in Zalun Townshlp

ZALUN September 17

A large volume of Pomfret fish is in
high demand of consumers at the
domestic market in Zalun Township of
Ayeyawady Region, said Daw Myint
Myint Aye, the owner of marine product
trading in Zalun Township.

In Zalun Township, demand for pom-
fret fish has increased from the first
week of August this year to the present,
with a large volume being traded in
viss. The rise in trading is attributed
to strong demand from domestic mar-
kets.

“Among the fish currently on sale,
pomfret is selling particularly well. At
present, an average of 6,500 viss of
pomfret are being traded daily. The

demand from local markets has led to
this active trading. Pomfret is being
regularly supplied to local trading cen-
tres, and the fish arriving there are
fresh. With the increase in shipments,
those engaged in the fisheries sector
are finding business conditions favour-
able. Most of the local seafood products
from this area are mainly transpor-
ted and sold to Yangon, and the process
of sending goods to Yangon is runn-
ing smoothly,” said Daw Myint Myint
Aye.

Seafood traders in Zalun Township
are purchasing pomfret and other local
seafood, systematically inspecting and
cleaning them before distributing
and selling them to buying areas. The

current market price of pomfret is
reported to be as high as Ks-17,500

per viss.
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Putin sends Modi best wishes on 75% birthday

MOSCOW September 17

Russian President Vladimir Putin
has conveyed birthday wishes to Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who
turned 75 on Wednesday.

The two leaders have had a personal

friendship since Modi was elected prime
minister for the first time in 2014.
“Dear Mr. Prime Minister, please
accept my heartfelt congratulations on
the occasion of your 75% birthday,”
Putin said in greetings released by the

Kremlin. “You are making a great per-
sonal contribution to strengthening the
special privileged strategic partnership
between our countries, to developing
mutually beneficial Russian-Indian
cooperation in various areas.”

In his message Putin said that under
Modi’s guidance, India had achieved
impressive results in the social, econo-
mic, scientific, and technological sph-
eres. “I highly appreciate our close
comradely relations. We will certainly
continue our constructive dialogue and
joint work on the current issues on the
bilateral, regional and international
agendas.”

During their talks earlier this month
on the sidelines of the Shanghai Coo-
peration Organization (SCO) summit
in Tianjin, the two leaders stressed that
the strategic partnership between their
nations is expanding across various

18-9-2025 | @6&

sectors. Modi said Russia and India
have walked “shoulder-to-shoulder” in
the “most difficult of situations,” add-
ing, “Our close cooperation is important
not only for the people of both countries
but also for global peace, stability and
prosperity.”

Later on Wednesday, the Russian
president shared some details of a
telephone call with the Indian prime
minister. “Ijust had a conversation with
the Prime Minister of India, Mr. Modi,”
Putin told government officials. “I took
the liberty of congratulating our friend,
the Prime Minister of India, on his 75t
birthday on behalf of you and everyone,
and I would like to convey his best
wishes to the entire Russian leader-
ship.” He added that since the Soviet
era, Russia-India relations have been
“of an exclusively trusting, friendly and,
of course, non-partisan nature.” RT

Russia’s Shoigu meets with Iraqi

BAGHDAD September 17

Russian Security Council Secretary
Sergei Shoigu has met with Iraqi Pre-
sident Abdul Latif Rashid in Baghdad,
stressing the need to maintain dialogue
between the two countries.

The Russian Security Council said
on Tuesday that Shoigu, during his visit
toIraq, held a meeting with Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohammed Al-Sudani, and
the parties discussed the Russian-Arab
summit, which will be held in mid-

October in Moscow. Later on Tuesday,
Shoigu met with Abdul Latif Rashid.
“Against the backdrop of the deterio-
rating situation in the sphere of inter-
national security, I am convinced of the
need to maintain a dynamic dialogue
between our countries through the
Security Councils,” Shoigu said.
Commenting on Israel’s strike on
Doha earlier this month, Shoigu said
that the attack on the peaceful capital
of Qatar demonstrates the consequen-

President

ces of an uncontrolled regional crisis.
“The result was that Doha suspended
its mediation efforts in the Palestinian-
Israeli standoff. The architecture of the
negotiations was destroyed,” Shoigu
said, calling for an end to the “unprece-
dented bloodshed in the Gaza Strip.”
The Russian Security Council Secre-
tary emphasized that the situation in
the Middle East is extremely difficult
and that the Israeli-Palestinian escalation
raises serious concerns, along with the

tensions in Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen.
Shoigu expressed confidence that the
upcoming Russian-Arab summit will
become an important event in world
politics and will clearly demonstrate
the achieved level of Russian-Arab
cooperation and give it new impetus.
Shoigu also met with Iraqi Defense
Minister Thabit Al-Abbasi on Tuesday,
saying that Moscow is ready to interact
with Baghdad in all areas of military-
technical cooperation. Sputnik

17 die, 13 missing in flash floods,
landslides triggered by heavy rains
in India’s Dehradun

NEW DELHI September 17

Flash floods and landslides trigger-
ed by heavy rains and cloudbursts have
unleashed a fresh wave of devastation
in the northern Indian state of Uttarak-
hand, killing 17 and leaving over a dozen
others missing, multiple local media

reports said Wednesday.

The worst hit is Dehradun, the capital
city of Uttarakhand.

According to officials, the rescue op-
erations were underway in and around
the affected areas.

Xinhua

Britain, U.S. agree tech deal during Trump’s visit

LONDON September 17

Britain and the United States agreed
on a multi-billion-dollar tech deal dur-
ing U.S. President Donald Trump’s
state visit to boost fast-growing fields
such as Al, quantum computing and
nuclear, the British government said
Tuesday.

The Tech Prosperity Deal aims to
accelerate Al research for new drugs,
faster treatments, and better cancer
care, while also supporting civil nuclear
projects, said the official statement.

As part of the deal, Microsoft will
invest 30 billion U.S. dollars in Al
infrastructure in Britain, while Google
will open a data center in Waltham
Cross, Hertfordshire, as part of a two-
year multi-billion-dollar investment in
Britain.

However, critics have warned against
Britain’s growing dependence on the
United States and American technology
with potential consequences.

U.S. news outlet Politico quoted Gaia
Marcus of the Ada Lovelace independent

research institute as warning that “We
mustn’t just focus on today’s figures
if the cost is technological lock-in to-
morrow, limiting our ability to seek
alternatives in the future.”

Chi Onwurah, chair of the House of
Commons Science, Innovation and
Technology Committee, cautioned,
“true technology sovereignty cannot
mean being dependent on one investor
or country.”

Trump arrived in London on Tuesday
evening for his second state visit to

Britain. Nearly 100 protesters gathe-
red along the streets outside Windsor
Castle that night, chanting slogans
against the visit and waving placa-
rds reading “Stop Hate, Stop Trump”
and “Hate Never Made Any Nation
Great.”

Organized by the Stop Trump Coali-
tion group, tens of thousands of people
are expected to descend on the Lon-
don streets on Wednesday to protest
against the U.S. President.

Xinhua
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and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

6 reasons why solar energy is awesome

The evidence is clear: if we want to
maintain an optimal environment in
which humans can comfortably eat,
sleep, breathe and watch Netflix, we
need to stop burning stuff. The good
news is that there is a brilliant non-
greenhouse-gas-making energy source
and it’s called solar. Well, there’s also
onshore and offshore wind, which are
pretty awesome. And there’s hydro-
power and ocean energy.... OK there
are lots of renewable energy alterna-
tives to fossil fuels, but solar is what
we know.

Here are six reasons to be excited by
the potential of solar energy.

1. Solar energy is endlessly renewable

Our neighbourhood yellow dwarf star
that we know as ‘the sun’ has been

e D

o

billion 350 W solar panels across an
area the size of Italy1 to cover the world’s
energy needs, but who doesn’t like a
challenge?
2. Solar energy is accessible every-

where

Solar power is accessible in towns,
cities and rural areas across the globe.
Sure, the efficiency of solar energy
creation will vary depending on the
levels of sunshine and the season in
play, but our hybrid solar farms in York,
Hull, Clayhill and Cirencester are fully-
functioning proof that solar radia-
tion can still pass through a cloudy
British day and create bundles of en-
ergy. And we’re not alone; the UK is
now home to just under 500 solar farms
providing 11.6 GW a year2, showing

S

e

S
%W
S @Mﬁg =
S
el ;
= S
o S e
it aaintiaie i T m i et i s s e S
N T N s i e e
A e e e > 2 >
R e > S $
R e R e R < -
SETERS I e R e e :
o 5

o - N
o T e

AR SRS
e e R Y
Doy

S

o
o g\\?‘!"‘

3 >
5 “&_@‘h." N

0 et e
& T
X \\‘?3§/. %%g\)‘ e

around for about 4.6 billion years and
it’s not even reached middle age. Yellow
dwarf stars are good news for huma-
nity because, in addition to having a
longer shelf life than a slice of Ameri-
can cheese, their heat, light and size
change slowly and predictably. This
makes it an abundant and endlessly
renewable energy source that we could,
theoretically, use to power everything.
Admittedly, we’d need more than 50
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that even a damp climate like ours
can benefit significantly from solar
energy.
3. Solar energy is affordable

Solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity
generation originally dates back to the
1950s, but in the early days, it was so
expensive that it was only considered
for epic endeavours like powering
satellites. Yet as research has continued,

prices for the technology have declined

N

A

and more commercial applications have
become feasible, which has helped drive
economies of scale. And so the feedback
loop has continued to present day.
Learning curves is the term used to
describe the regular patterns of decli-
ning costs in new technologies, and
solar has been on one heck of a steep
learning curve. Within the past 40 years,
the price per watt of a solar cell has
declined by 99.6 percent 3.
4. Solar creates energy when it is most
needed

Solar creates the most energy in the
middle of the day when the sunis at its
highest and most powerful. Coinciden-
tally, this is also when most EV charging
takes place along the GRIDSERVE
Electric Highway. This positive corre-
lation helps to reduce the requirement
of the grid during peak times, allowing
a greater share of our energy mix to be
zero carbon. Thanks to battery storage
technology, this sustainable energy
source can even be deployed when the
sun isn’t shining.
5. Solar farms are (relatively) quick to
install and have low maintenance costs

Ahybrid solar farm is a capital-inten-
sive venture, but the installation can
take months rather than several years.

Our York Solar Farm, for example, was
built in just six months and that included
developing a nature sanctuary. From
herein, the ‘fuel’ is free, maintenance
costs are marginal and studies have
shown that modern solar panels have
an expected life span of 40-50 years4.
How do you like those panels in your
ROI balance sheet? Occasionally, rogue
individual parts will need replacing, but
the majority of operations and mainten-
ance will concern the motorized tracking
systems and the cleaning of the solar
panels to retain a high degree of efficie-
ncy.
6. Solar power has a minimal impact
on the environment

As methods of energy creation go,
solar power is clean on the conscience,
with no burning, little water usage and
no impact to air quality. Further, the
land around the solar panels can be
returned to its natural state and support
net gains in biodiversity. The main
impact of photovoltaics concern the
extraction process of the materials used
to make the panels, but this can be ne-
gated with a transparent supply chain
and a robust recycling procedure at the
end of life.

Mail Online
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