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Foreign state dignitaries send congratulatory messages to Senior General

Min Aung Hlaing on his election of President

The following are congratulatory messages from foreign state dignitaries sent to Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and Chairman
of the State Security and Peace Commission Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on his election of President.

Press Release

H.E. Mr. Rustam N. Minnikhanov, Head of the Republic of Tatarstan, the Russian Federation sent a congratulatory message to H.E. Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, President-elect and Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission on the occasion of his election as President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar.

Press Release

H.E. Mr. Sergei Shoigu, Secretary of the Security Council of the Russian Federation sent a congratulatory message to H.E. Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
President-elect and Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission on the occasion of his election as President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Honorable Mister Min Aung Hlaing,
Please accept my sincere congratulations on Your election to the post of the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
I am confident that, under Your able leadership, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar will continue to strengthen its unity, advance its development, and
maintain high rates of economic growth.
I recall with great appreciation our meetings and am sincerely grateful for the opportunity of personal engagement with You.
I am convinced that Your election constitutes a solid foundation for the further progressive development of Russian-Myanmar cooperation. The strong ties
between our peoples are time-tested and have a profound future.
Wishing You robust health and continued success in Your high office, as well as prosperity and well being to the people of Myanmar.
Sergei Shoigu
Secretary of the Security Council
Russian Federation

Press Release

U Ko Ko Latt, Honorary Consul of Iceland to Myanmar sent a congratulatory message to H.E. Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, President-elect and Chairman
of the State Security and Peace Commission on the occasion of his election as President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

His Excellency

U Min Aung Hlaing

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Nay Pyi Taw

Your Excellency,

On the distinguished occasion of your election as President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, I have the honor; in my capacity as Honorary Consul
of Iceland to Myanmar, to extend my warmest and most sincere congratulations.
Your Excellency’s election reflects the confidence placed in your leadership at an important time for the nation. I am confident that under your guidance,
Myanmar will continue its efforts toward peace, stability, and sustainable development for the benefit of all its people.
I would also like to take this opportunity to reaffirm my commitment to further strengthening the friendly relations between Myanmar and Iceland, and to
promoting cooperation in areas of mutual interest, including trade, investment, and sustainable development.
Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration and my best wishes for your continued success in this important responsibility
Respectfully yours,
Ko Ko Latt
Honorary Consul of Iceland to Myanmar

Press Release

H.E.Mr. Alexander Turchin, Prime Minister of the Republic of Belarus sent a congratulatory message to H.E. U Nyo Saw on his election as Vice-President
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Your Excellency,

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Belarus and personally, I congratulate You on the appointment as Vice-President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar.

Taking the opportunity, I reaffirm the commitment of Minsk to further development of mutually beneficial relations with Nay Pyi Taw, based on friendship,
trust and mutual assistance.

Our countries have created all the necessary conditions for expanding cooperation in political, trade, economic, scientific, technical, and humanitarian
spheres. The priority task is to implement the agreements reached during high-level meetings, as well as to carry out the decisions of the 2" session of the
Joint Belarusian-Myanmar Intergovernmental Committee on Trade and Economic Cooperation, which were adopted in October 2025.

I look forward to further fruitful contacts between the Governments of Belarus and Myanmar with a view to ensuring the well-being of our peoples.

Please accept, Your Excellency, my best wishes for good health, energy and every success in responsible state duties, as well as the assurances of my
highest consideration. Alexander Turchin
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Sagaing District expands sown acreage of onions in cold season

SAGAING April 9

Statistics of Sagaing District Agricul-
ture Department stated that local far-
mers could expand sown acreage of
onions in Sagaing District of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
growing season, a total of 4,765 acres
of onions were planned for cultivation
in Sagaing District, Sagaing Region.
Planting began in October 2025, and as
of now, 1,914 acres have been planted
in Sagaing Township, 1,077 acres in
Myinmu Township, and 1,855 acres in
Myaung Township, bringing the total
planted area to 4,846 acres.

“In the winter cropping season in
Sagaing District, onions were planned
for cultivation on 4,765 acres, and plant-
ing has already been completed on 4,846

acres,” said Daw Myat Moe Win, District
Head of the Sagaing District Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “At present, culti-
vation has exceeded the target acreage.
Onion cultivation is proceeding as usual,
and efforts are also being made to link
farmers with markets so that they can
obtain good prices.”

For the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, the township-wise onion culti-
vation targets in Sagaing District were
set at 1,802 acres in Sagaing Township,
1,110 acres in Myinmu Township, and
1,853 acres in Myaung Township, totalling
4,765 acres.

In Sagaing District, the respective town-
ship Departments of Agriculture are
providing support to onion farmers by
facilitating market linkages to ensure
better prices, offering technical guidance

to improve storability, promotlng cultl—
vation using GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices), and working to produce
high-quality onions.

Onion farmers reportedly incur pro-
duction costs of around Ks-1.8 million

5,000 v1ss per acre.

In Sagaing Region, onions are widely
cultivated, with the main onion-growing
townships being Monywa, Yinmabin,
ChaungU, Shwebo, and Myinmu. SK

Pantanaw Township supplies large
volume of taro to Yangon market

PANTANAW April 9

Local businesspersons from Pantanaw
Township of Ayeyawady Region sent a
large volume of taro to Yangon market
said Daw Aye Maw, the owner of green
grocery trader in Pantanaw Township.

They could sent 66,000 viss of taro to
Yangon market.

“Over the past month, up to 66,000 viss
of taro have been shipped and sold to
the Yangon market. The taro exported
from Pantanaw Township is of good
quality. From Pantanaw, we mainly send
agricultural products to the Yangon
market. As buyers in Yangon are purcha-
sing large quantities of taro produced in

our region, shipments have increased.
These are locally grown taro cultivated
by farmers from this area,” said Daw
Aye Maw.

It is reported that during the past
month, taro exported from Pantanaw
Township to the Yangon market has been
priced at up to Ks-72,000 per 10 viss. As
sales of taro have improved, farmers,
traders, cargo handlers, and freight
vehicle rental operators are gaining job
opportunities. SK

More than 4,000 acres of chickpea cultivated in

Dabayin Township

DABAYIN April 9

YeU District Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers planted 4,985
acres of chickpea as cold season crops
in Dabayin Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop
growing season, chickpea cultivation in
Dabayin Township was planned to cover
8,483 acres. Planting began in October
2025, and as of today, 4,985 acres have
already been planted.

“During the winter cropping season
in Dabayin Township, more than 8,000
acres of chickpeas were planned, and
cultivation has been completed on more
than 4,000 acres so far,” said U Zaw
Myint Tun, District Head of the YeU
District Department of Agriculture. “We
are continuing efforts to ensure that
the planned acreage target is fully
met. Chickpea cultivation has been im-
proving year by year. To enhance yields
and quality, we are working together
with farmers to provide quality seeds,
necessary inputs, and post-harvest
technologies.”

In chickpea cultivation, farmers are
reportedly selecting locally suitable,
high-yielding varieties such as Yezin-8

and Yezin-11. It is also reported that
cultivating chickpeas costs more than
Ks-300,000 per acre.

During the winter cropping season
in Dabayin Township, for the cultivation
of various pulse crops, relevant depart-
ments are working in cooperation
with farmers to provide quality seeds,
agricultural inputs, and post-harvest
technologies needed to improve yields
and quality. In addition, awareness-rais-
ing and extension activities are being

carried out through lead farmers to
encourage the use of beneficial Tricho-
derma fungi during the pulse-growing
period.

Sagaing Region is the leading region
nationwide in terms of cultivated area
for pulse production. Pulses can be
grown as a main crop as well as through
multiple and intercropping systems,
and farmers are therefore cultivating
pulse crops as an important source of
income. SMK

Mezali Diversion
Weir starts

water supply in
Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU April 9

According to the Pwintbyu Township
Irrigation and Water Utilization Mana-
gement Department, the Mezali Diver
Weir started supply of water for summer
crops in Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region.

The Township Irrigation and Water
Utilization Management Department
in Pwintbyu Township annually distri-
butes irrigation water from the Mezali
Diversion Dam through the South Mone
Main Canal and the North Mone Main
Canal to farmlands. This enables local
farmers to cultivate seasonal crops in
atimely manner and ensures sufficient
irrigation water, resulting in successful
crop production and smooth farming
operations.

During this year’s summer cropping
season, the Township Irrigation and Water
Utilization Management Department
began releasing water from the Mezali
Diversion Dam on the morning of 15 Feb-
ruary 2026 to support timely cultivation
of summer crops by farmers in Pwintbyu
Township. Prior to water distribution,
farmers were informed and encouraged
to clear silt and overgrown vegetation
from branch canals to prevent blockages
and to ensure equitable water supply
to summer paddy fields.

In Pwintbyu Township, Magway Re-
gion, during the current summer cropp-
ing season, plans are in place to cultivate
33,235 acres of summer paddy and
33,737 acres of summer sesame using
water from the Mezali Diversion Dam,
according to the Township Irrigation and
Water Utilization Management Depart-
ment. SMK
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Germany to resume direct talks with Iran to support ceasefire: Merz

Vicad

BERLIN April 9

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz on
Thursday announced that the German
government will resume direct talks
with Iran to support the newly agreed
two-week ceasefire between Washington
and Tehran.

During a press conference in Berlin,
Merz stated that a window of opportunity
for anegotiated solution has opened for
the first time since the outbreak of the
conflict, though he cautioned that the
situation in the Middle East remains
“fragile.”

Following the ceasefire agreement
between the United States and Iran,
direct talks are scheduled to take place
in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Merz noted that a German negotiation

team is heading to Pakistan to engage
with the Iran side, and he is scheduled to
hold a phone call with Pakistani Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shariflater on Thurs-
day.

Merz also confirmed he had held a
phone call with U.S. President Donald
Trump, urging the U.S. leader to pursue
the negotiations seriously.

He denied any discussions regarding
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from mili-
tary bases in Germany.

During the press conference, Merz
also voiced concern over the situation in
Lebanon, warning that Israel’s ongoing
military operations in Lebanon could
cause the peace process as a whole to
fail. “And that must not happen.”

Xinhua

Trump issues ultimatum to NATO
as bloc chief visits ‘Daddy’

WASHINGTON April 9

US President Donald Trump has
lashed out at NATO over the inaction of
European allies during the war with Iran.

Trump, according to sources close
to bloc chief Mark Rutte who spoke to
Bloomberg, has issued an ultimatum to
its members demanding a commitment
to help secure the Strait of Hormuz
“within days. ”

“NATO WASN’'T THERE WHEN WE
NEEDED THEM, AND THEY WON'T
BE THERE IF WE NEED THEM
AGAIN,” Trump posted on Thursday on
his social media platform Truth Social.

Trump’s anger follows weeks of criti-
cism of European NATO members for
what he sees as their refusal to support
the US-Israeli war on Iran. Spain has
refused outright to allow US planes
use its bases, while Germany and the
UK have refused to condemn Trump
or Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, claiming only “this is not

our war.”

Rutte described the exchange as a
“very frank, very open” discussion bet-
ween “two good friends.” He said in a
Thursday interview with CNN, however,
that Trump was “clearly disappointed”
that US allies had refused to take part
in the Iran war. Asked multiple times
if Trump had said if he would leave the
alliance, Rutte did not answer directly.

Rutte has faced a barrage of criticism
in Europe for his perceived deference
toward Trump. During a joint press
appearance last year, he jokingly called
the US president “Daddy,” drawing
media attention and ridicule.

Ahead of the latest meeting, White
House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt
told journalists that a possible US
withdrawal from the blocis “something
the president has discussed.” She also
said that Trump could raise the issue
with Rutte.

RT

Houthi leader signals military
escalation amid U.S.-Iran ceasefire

SANAA April 9

Yemen’s Houthi leader Abdul-Malik
al-Houthi said on Thursday that military
operations would escalate in the coming
period, warning of potential “surprise
actions” in line with developments on
the ground.

In a televised speech broadcast by the
Houthi-run Al-Masirah TV, al-Houthi indi-
cated that the group’s campaign would
enter anew phase marked by intensified
activity and evolving tactics.

“Yemen operations are on a promising
upward trajectory,” he said, adding that
future steps would include “surprise
attacks and impactful options within
the framework of escalation phases.”

The Houthi leader highlighted his
group’s military role within what he
described as coordinated regional
efforts, stating that the Yemeni front had
contributed to “joint operations with the
Resistance Axis,” including missile and
drone strikes targeting Israel.

He added that one of the key outcomes
of Yemen’s involvement was “preventing
the Israeli and American enemy from
using the Red Sea militarily in hostile
acts against Iran and other countries.”

A two-week ceasefire was announced
early Wednesday by the United States
and Iran. The office of Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said
Israel would comply with the truce but
would continue military operations in
Lebanon.

Prior to the ceasefire, the Houthis had
launched missile and drone attacks
against Israel starting on March 28
in what they described as support for
allied forces in Iran, Iraq, Lebanon and
Palestine.

The group, which has controlled
Sanaa and much of northern Yemen
since late 2014, previously supported
Iran during last year’s 12-day conflict
with the United States and Israel.

Xinhua

157 Killed in 2 weeks as rains trigger floods in Afghanistan

KABUL April 9

At least 157 people have been killed
and 229 injured, with nine others miss-
ing, after heavy rains triggered wide-
spread flooding and rain-related acci-
dents across Afghanistan over the
past two weeks, the country’s National
Disaster Management Authority said
on Thursday.

Torrential downpours have unleashed
floods, landslides and house collapses,
accompanied by violent thunderstorms
and lightning strikes, causing extensive
loss of life and severe material damage,

the authority said in a statement.

The deluge, which hit remote moun-
tainous provinces particularly hard,
completely destroyed 1,229 homes and
partially damaged another 5,636, while
washing away 18,400 acres of agricultural
land and 372 km of roads, it added.

Authorities warned of further heavy
rainfall and possible roof collapses
through Friday in over 20 out of the
country’s 34 provinces, urging residents
toremain on high alert, mainly in areas
near rivers and other flood-prone zones.

Xinhua
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NAY PYI TAW April 9

The Zinamanaung Pagoda Gold Robe
Offering and All-round Construction
Association (Thakayta), the MSME Asso-
ciation (Nay Pyi Taw), the Speaker; Deputy
Speaker, and members of the Yangon
Region Hluttaw, the Yangon Region
Sports and Youth Affairs Support Task
Force, New Life Youth Development
Philanthropic Association, Myanmar

Geosciences Society, Mandalay Region
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
and the leading patron, patrons, the chair-
man and members of the central execu-
tive committee of the MESF extended
their warmest congratulations on the ele-
ction of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
as President. Having been initially
chosen as a Vice President by the elect-
ed Pyithu Hluttaw group, the Senior

General was elected President by the
Electoral College—comprising all
representatives of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw—on 3 April 2026.

In their congratulatory messages,
these organizations expressed im-
mense pleasure and honor regarding
the Senior General’s election. They
prayed for the President’s physical and
mental well-being and for his continued

Organizations and committees issue congratulatory messages on the election
of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing as President

service to the interests of the State,
race, language, and religion. They
also expressed hope that the country’s
economy, particularly the MSME sector,
would achieve significant progress
under his leadership. Furthermore,
they wished the President health and
happiness and prayed for the nation to
remain free from all dangers.

100

Heartfelt congratulations
We heartily congratulate Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on his election as
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.
May President Senior General Min Aung Hlaing enjoy physical and mental
well-being and serve the interest of the State and race and religion exponentially
in peace of body and mind.

Zinamanaung Pagoda Gold Robe Offering and All-round
Construction Association (Thakayta)
Heartfelt congratulations

We heartily congratulate Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on his election as

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.

We wish President Senior General Min Aung Hlaing well while overcoming
all animosities and the three disasters and exercising noble wisdom.

Speaker, Deputy Speaker, and members of

the Yangon Region Hluttaw

Warmest Congratulations

We, the Nay Pyi Taw Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Association, send
our warmest congratulations on the election of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
as President, and U Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye as Vice Presidents, in
accordance with presidential election procedures.

We anticipate that the national economy, specifically the MSME sector, will
see further progress under the President’s leadership.

The MSME Association will actively collaborate with the government in
endeavors for national economic and industrial development, as well as the
generation of job opportunities.

We wish the new government, led by the President, health and happiness as
they successfully serve the interests of the State and its people.

MSME Association (Nay Pyi Taw)

Message of Congratulations
The New Life Youth Development Philanthropic Association is deeply
honored and delighted that Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has elected Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing as the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
We respectfully offer our best wishes for your physical and mental well-being
and for your success in achieving the peace, stability, and development of the
State.
New Life Youth Development Philanthropic Association

Heartfelt congratulations
We heartily congratulate Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on his election as
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.
May President Senior General Min Aung Hlaing enjoy physical and mental
well-being and serve the interest of the State and race and religion exponentially
in peace of body and mind.
Yangon Region Sports and Youth Affairs Support Task Force

Message of Congratulations and Great Pride
The Myanmar Geosciences Society is deeply honored and delighted that
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has elected Senior General Min Aung Hlaing as the President
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar. We respectfully offer our prayers and
best wishes for the President’s physical and mental well-being and for his
success in carrying out the duties of the State.
Myanmar Geosciences Society

Message of Congratulations and Great Pride
The Mandalay Region Chambers of Commerce and Industry is deeply
honored and delighted that Senior General Min Aung Hlaing was elected as
the President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar at the third session of
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw held on April 3,2026. We respectfully offer our best wishes
for your physical and mental well-being as you carry out the duties of the State.
Mandalay Region Chambers of Commerce and Industry

Congratulations

We heartily congratulate President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma
Min Aung Hlaing and his government on their being elected in accordance
with the will of the people.

The Myanmar Esports Federation and esports teams, which won the gold
medal in Esports World Cup 2025, and the entire esport youths, solemnly pledge
to cooperate in the process for building a world-class digital new Myanmar in
any role we have to play relentlessly under the leadership of the President.

The leading patron, patrons, the chairman and members of the central
executive committee of the MESF

Minkin Township exceeds target acres in winter corn cultivation

MINKIN April 9
Winter-season corn planting in the town-
ship has exceeded the targeted acreage,
according to the statistics of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for Minkin Township.
In the 2025-2026 winter crops planting

season, Minkin Township has planned to
plant 1,116 acres of seed corn and 6,022
acres of millets, a total of 7,138 acres. The
planting began in October 2025. To date,
1,147 acres of seed corn and 6,263 acres of
millets, a total of 7,410 acres, have been

planted.

“We are providing education and
awareness to ensure the success of
corns,” said Daw Hay Man Kyaw Win,
head of the Department of Agriculture
for Minkin Township.

More than 50 baskets of seed corns are
produced per acre, and the cost of plant-
ing per acre of seed corns is Ks-500,000.
A total of 15,000 corn ears of millets
are produced per acre, and the cost of
planting per acre is over Ks-500,000.SK

and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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