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Meeting on increasing cotton yield, extending crop cultivation and
developing livestock held; Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing participates

in the discussions

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing makes a discussion at the meeting on increasing cotton yield, extending crop cultivation and developing livestock.

A meeting on increasing cot-
tonyield, extending crop culti-
vation and developing livestock
was held at State Administrat-
ion Council Chairman’s Office
here this afternoon. Chairman
of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing participated
in the discussions.

Also present were Union Mini-
ster for Planning and Finance
U Win Shein, Union Minister
for Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation U Min Naung, Union
Minister for Cooperatives and
Rural Development U Hla Moe,
Union Minister for Industry Dr
Charlie Than, deputy ministers,
directors general and officials.

In his discussions, the Senior
General said he has often discu-
ssed the topic on development
of the agricultural sector at the
relevant meetings and seminars.
Farmingis the country’s main
business activity. Hence, deve-
lopment of the agro-based good
production business has become
a must and the development
of the main crops, rice, beans,
cotton and oil crops, is the pri-

macy in this task.

Although oil crops such as
groundnut, sesame, panhnan,
sunflower and palm oil, are
thriving well in Myanmar, the
country has to import cooking
oil annually. Normally, ground-
nut and sesame are consumed
as cooking oil, exported and
used as an ingredient for mak-
ing traditional foods. But the
production cost is high as the
crops have not meeting the tar-
getedyield yet. Another require-
ment is the quality of milling
machines.

As sunflower is also a cost-
effective oil crop, it should be
cultivated systematically in
accord with the four main nece-
ssities, seeds, soil, water and
technology, to meet the set tar-
get and famers must be provided
with incentives. Actual progress
in sunflower cultivation will
benefit the country much. So,
its sown acreage must be in-
creased annually and it should
also be cultivated as a mixed
crop. Sunflower seeds must be
available. Increase in oil crop
production will ensure local

cooking oil sufficiency. For
certain reasons, the country’s
palm oil yield is still low. Unpro-
cessed palm oil is used as an
industrial raw material. But
means to turn raw palm oil into
edible oil should be sought.
Systematic beekeeping that
supports agriculture in a way
must be carried out to produce
honey.

Although the country put about
500,000 acres of land under
cotton last year, the output rate
was low. Cotton can be turned
into cotton fiber, short staple
cotton and cotton seeds from
which cotton oil and animal
feed are derived. Cotton fibers
that are converted into long
staple cotton can be used as
raw material for manufactur-
ing high quality cotton yarn.
Myanmar is included in the
main cotton growers, and cotton
cultivation is much supportive
of the country’s textile and gar-
ment industry. The country will
earn more if it produces cotton
yarn and cotton fabric, and the
increase in cotton yarn product-
ion is the responsibility of the

industrial sector. The country
will see surge in income by
turning local cotton into quality
items.

The country should enter
the new age through the esta-
blishment of a cotton-based
industry. In this way, it will
open more job opportunities,
increase per capita income,
and eventually improving the
economy of cotton farmers and
cotton-related businesses.
Hence, the country must strive
to reclaim the former cotton
cultivation target of about
700,000 acres. Hence, collective
discussions and suggestion
from the participants is invited.

Production of oil from cotton
seeds and oil crops, as well as
the need for quality oil extraction
machines to produce high-quality
oil, is essential. It is necessary
to carry out agricultural produ-
ction with industrial processes,
which require financial resour-
ces. Previously, funds have been
provided for national economic
development, and if necessary,
the government will provide
additional funds. If production

from oil crops and sesame cul-
tivation can be improved, it will
greatly benefit our country.

Regardingrice, it is necessary
to work towards achieving tar-
get yields and increasing pro-
ductivity. This includes expand-
ing summer rice cultivation,
double cropping rice, planting
other crops after rice, and re-
planting summerrice. Improving
productivity will significantly
benefit the country. To achieve
successful agricultural operat-
ions, it is necessary to cultivate
with quality seeds, soil, water,
and techniques to achieve target
yields. Our country already has
good water and soil conditions
for successful agricultural ope-
rations. Therefore, it is hoped
that all attendees will discuss
and work towards achieving
target yields.

Regarding livestock;, it is ne-
cessary to carry out systematic
livestock farming. Success has
been seen with systematic
breeding of local cattle, pigs,
chickens, and goats. Similarly,
good breeds should be raised

See Page -19um
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for better outputs. Necessary
animal feeds for livestock far-
ming are locally available. Waste
materials from systematic
livestock farming can be used
as bio-fertilizer in agriculture.
Agriculture and livestock farm-
ing are mutually beneficial acti-
vities. Therefore, discussions
are encouraged for the develop-
ment of livestock farming.
Following this, Union Minister
for Agriculture, Livestock, and
Irrigation U Min Naung discuss-
ed plans for cotton cultivation
and production of high-quality
cotton seeds, expansion of sun-
flower oil crop cultivation, con-
ditions of dairy farming and
dairy product production, and
ongoing efforts for the develop-
ment of dairy farming. The Union
Minister for Cooperatives and
Rural Development U Hla Moe
also discussed the status of coo-
perative societies formed for
cotton cultivation by state and
region, provision of necessary
funds for inputs, status of culti-
vation completion, provision of
necessary seeds and inputs for

AGRICULTURE

expanding sunflower oil crop
cultivation, the cooperative sys-
tem’s role in operating these
businesses and the implemen-
tation of livestock breeding tasks
through cooperative system
and Emerald Green projects.
Union Minister for Industry Dr.
Charlie Than discussed the
status of oil milling, yarn, textiles,
domestic garment production,
and the distribution status of
garment production by state
andregion. Workshops on action
plans for the development of the
value chain from cotton cultivat-
ion to textile production have
been conducted. Additionally,
the status of oil mill registration
and production capacity by state
and region, efforts to increase
domestic oil production for local
consumption, workshops for
the development of domestic
oil mills, and the resulting out-
comes were discussed. Union
Minister for Planning and Fin-
ance U Win Shein explained the
provision of low-interest loans
from the Myanmar Agricultural
Development Bank for agricul-
tural production costs based

on crop types, and the provision
of loans for agricultural and
livestock operations from the
national economic development
fund to ministries, states, and
regions.

Attendees then discussed
issues related to the industrial
production of cotton, develop-
ment of oil crops and cotton cul-
tivation, development of dairy
farming, and livestock farming
operations.

Concerning the reports, the
Senior General made additional
remarks, saying it is necessary
to establish systems for accumu-
lating capital investments for
cultivation of crops. The coopera-
tive system is the most approp-
riate system, which amounts
to helping each other through
groups. It will be of great benefit
by collectively ploughing, culti-
vating, harvesting and selling
crops by implementing the coo-
perative system. It is necessary
to distribute edible oil produced
through cooperative farming
intheregion and to otherregions
and states. To do soitis necess-
ary for cooperative societies to

Tatmadaw & Local News |19

connect with each other and to
strike the balance of ratios of
oil mills and oil raw materials.
If necessary, measures must
be taken to make high quality
machines. It is also necessary
to encourage not only the Minis-
try of Industry but also private
factories to do so.

In connection with livestock
breeding, priority must be given
to local systematic livestock
breeding. It is necessary to im-
plement such livestock breeding
tasks through the cooperative
system. Measures must be taken
to regulate livestock breeding
tasks systematically. Collective
efforts must be made to enhance
the quality the raw materials
produced. Tasks mustbe carried
out at the minimum cost succe-
ssfully.

Then, the Senior Generalmade
concluding remarks, saying the
meeting today highlighted the
importance of expansion of cul-
tivation of oil drops and cotton
and development of milk cow
breeding for development of
the country. It is necessary to
take measures for cultivation

of sunflower as a national obje-
ctive. As the demand for dairy
products, imports of dairy pro-
ducts from other countries can
be greatly reduced if high qua-
lity dairy products can be dome-
stically produced. To make nece-
ssary raw materials available
athome, locallivestock breeding
tasks must be carried out succ-
essfully and production of manu-
facturing industries must be
boosted to ensure the security
of food, water and basic needs.
Ifedible oil and cotton cultivation,
which are especially important
for the country, industries and
services related to them will
make progress. It is necessary
to disseminate important points
of today’s discussions to staff
on the ground at different levels.
Efforts mustbe made for availab-
ility of quality strains for agricul-
ture and livestock breeding and
systematic livestock breeding.
Priority must be given to succe-
ssful implementation of today’s
discussions for respective sec-
tors. The meeting concluded in
the evening.

100

Monywa Township grows more than 1,000 acres of maize in monsoon

According to the statistics of
Monywa Township Agriculture
Department, a total of 1,085
acres of croplands have been
placed under monsoon maize
in Monywa Township of Saga-
ing Region.

In 2024-2025 monsoon sea-
son, Monywa Township grew

950 acres of maize and 135 acres
of corns, totalling 1,085 against
the target of 13,600 acres of
millets, 1,084 acres of maize
and 250 acres of corns starting
from June this year.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of
Monywa Township Agriculture
Department stated: “This year,

we earmarked more than 10,000
acres of maize and corns in
Monywa Township. So far,
farmers have planted more
than 1,000 acres of crops. We
enlarge scopes of knowledge
of local farmers in growing
crops with the use of pestici-
des.”

This year, the township agri-
culture department conducted
training courses for local far-
mers to grow maize and corns,
manage field demonstration,
prevent FAW, and use pestici-
des.

In Monywa Township, millet
yields more than 19 baskets

per acre. It costs Ks-350,000
per acre of growing corn. Maize
yields more than 50 baskets
per acre, costing Ks-500,000
per acre. Corn produces more
than 15,000 pieces of fruits,
costing more than Ks-500,000
per acre.

SMK

AGRICULTURE

Shwebo Township finishes cultivation of more than 7,000 acres of pigeon pea

A total of 7,426 acres of crop-
lands have been placed under
pigeon pea in Shwebo Township
of Sagaing Region this mon-
soon, according to the statistics
of Shwebo Township Agriculture
Department.

BUSINESS

In 2024-2025 monsoon sea-
son, the township planned to
grow 6,968 acres of pigeon pea.
Local farmers have planted
7,426 acres of pigeon pea exceed-
ing the target cultivation.

U Hsan Oo, Head of Shwebo

Township Agriculture Depart-
ment said, “We earmarked
cultivation of more than 6,000
acres of monsoon pigeon pea
in the township butlocal farmers
have planted more than 7,000
acres exceeding the target. Our

department helps local far-
mer boost per-acre yield of
crops. Local farmers empha-
size cultivation of pea as mixed
cropping.”

Agricultural staff members
raise farmer awareness to choose

Shrimp paste from deltaic area sent to domestic market

“Local fishermen and busi-
nesspersons in Amar of Pya-
pon Township from Ayeyawady
deltaic area start sending of
shrimp paste to domestic mar-
ket,” said local shrimp paste
trader U Myint Tin.

Local businesspersons and

fishermen produce the best
quality of shrimp paste as de-
mand of the domestic market.
Merchants store shrimp paste
in relevant season and sell it
in monsoon. So, local fishermen
capture shrimp at the sea from
September to May yearly.

As they take abreak of fishery
measures, prices of marine
products including shrimp paste
become high prices at the do-
mestic market.

At present, fishermen and
musinesspersons from Pyapon,
Amar, Bogale, Labutta, Pyinsalu,

Ngaputaw, Pathein and Kyon-
mangae townships are distribut-
ing a large volume of shrimp
paste to the domestic market.

In this regard, they send the
products to dryregions of Myan-
mar as well as Bayintnaung bro-
kerage in Yangon and other major

quality strains of crops, good
agricultural techniques and
prevention of pests.

Local farmers use traditional
pesticides at pigeon pea for
reducing costs of pesticide and
effectively combat pests. SMK

cities.

Starting from June, shrimp
paste is sent to the market.
Local businesspersons send
some 10,000 to 15,000 viss of
shrimp paste in each batch. At
present, the product fetches
Ks-12,000-Ks-20,000 per viss
at the market depending on
quality.

SK
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CHINA

China successfully launches new
satellite group

China sent a new satellite
group into space on Tuesday
from the Taiyuan Satellite
Launch Center in north China's
Shanxi Province.

The 18 satellites are the first
batch of the first generation of
Spacesail satellites. The Space-
sail Constellation will provide
global users with low-latency,
high-speed and ultra-reliable
satellite broadband internet

services, according to the launch
service provider China Great
Wall Industry Corporation.

The satellite group was laun-
ched at 2:42 p.m. (Beijing Time)
aboard a modified Long March-
6 carrier rocket and entered
its preset orbit successfully.

The launch marks the 530"
flight mission of the Long March
carrier rocket series.

Xinhua

Atmodified Long'March carrier;rocket carrymg alnew, satellltggmup

i blastsloff -from the Ta1yuan Satellite Launch Center’ﬁ’noz’th China's Shanxi
Province onfAugust 6, 2024 et “ \H
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Bangladesh's president dissolves parliament

R e L ’:?3‘ s
Bangladesh's, resndentfmsolves arliament: ]
E‘m‘%u Syl aﬁl R R M

Bangladesh's President Moha-
mmed Shahabuddin dissolved
parliament on Tuesday, paving
the way for the formation of an
interim government following
the resignation of Prime Mini-
ster Sheikh Hasina.

The president also ordered

VIETNAM

the release 0f]alled former
Prime Minister and key opposi-
tion leader Begum Khaleda
Zia, said a press release from
Bangabhaban, the official resi-
dence of the president of Ban-
gladesh.

"The decision to dissolve the

parliament was taken following
the president's discussions with
the three chief of staffs of armed
forces, leaders of different po-
litical parties, representatives
of civil society and leaders of
the Anti-Discrimination Student
Movement," said the press rele-
ase.

Shamsuddin Dider, member
of the media wing of Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party, told
Xinhua that the party's chief
Khaleda Zia has already been
released.

The release order came a
day after her archrival Hasina
resigned and military took
power. Hasina fled the country
on Monday amid violent prot-
ests in the South Asian country.

An interim government will

be set up torun Bangladesh after
Hasina's resignation, according
to army chief General Waker-
Uz-Zaman.

Zaman made the remarks in
a broadcast to the nation on
state television on Monday after-
noon. He confirmed earlier
media reports on Hasina's
resignation.

"We would now go to the pre-
sident to form an interim gover-
nment," said Zaman.

Hasina, 76, took office for her
fourth straight five-year term
as the country's prime minister
in January this year after her
ruling Bangladesh Awami Lea-
gue (AL) party won a landslide
victory in the parliamentary ele-
ctions.

Xinhua

Over 34 mln e-wallets active in Vietnam

More than 34 million e-wallets
were active in Vietnam as of
June 30, accounting for 59 per-
cent of the total 58 million acti-
vated e-wallets, Vietnam News
Agency reported Tuesday, citing

the Payment Department under
the State Bank of Vietnam.
The country has 50 payment
intermediary organizations, of
which 48 organizations provide
e-wallet services, said the

department.

As ofthe end of June, Vietnam
had 9.13 million mobile-money
accounts and carried out 128
million transactions worth 4.78
trillion Vietnamese dong (197.2

million U.S. dollars).

Payment growth viaa QR Code
increased 104.23 percent in
quantity and 99.57 percent in
value in the first six months of
this year compared to the same

782024 | (G

INDIA

L]
Indian gov't
confirms
former
Bangladesh

L

PM Hasina's
presence
in India

Resigned Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina arriv-
ed in India on Monday evening,
confirmed Indian External Aff-
airs Minister S. Jaishankar on
Tuesday when speaking in par-
liament's upper house Rajya
Sabha.

This was the first time when
the Indian government confirmed
Hasina's presence in the country,
after she fled Bangladesh on
Monday following large scale
violence.

The minister told federal law-
makers that Hasina had sought
India's approval to come to the
country.

"At very short notice, she
requested approval to come for
the moment to India. We simu-
Itaneously received a request
for flight clearance from the
Bangladesh authorities. She
arrived yesterday evening in

Delhi," Jaishankar said.
Xinhua

period last year, according to
the department.

Last year, Vietnam recorded
3.5 billion non-cash payment
transactions with a total value
of more than 66 quadrillion
dong (2.6 billion dollars), accord-
ing to the National Payment
Corporation of Vietnam. Xinhua

SOUTH KOREA

S. Korea's heatwave death toll rises to 14

South Korea's heatwave death
toll rose to 14 so far this year,
with almost 1,700 people treated
for heat-related illnesses, the
Interior Ministry said Tuesday.

Two women in their 70s died
on Sunday due to extreme heat,
while a 65-year-old man was

reported dead Sunday after
collapsing on a farm two days
earlier, according to the Ministry
of the Interior and Safety.

The three more deaths increa-
sed the heat-related death toll
to 14 between May 20 and August
4 amid the continued scorching

heat across the country.

The total number of patients
treated for heat-related illness-
es between May 20 and August
4 climbed to 1,690, higher than
1,646 tallied in the same period
of last year.

The current heatwave also

killed 303,000 heads of livestock,
including 277,000 poultry, in
addition to 13,000 cultured fish,
from June 11 to August 5.
The sweltering heat has pla-
gued the country since last
week, with temperatures hover-
ing around 35 degrees Celsius

across the nation and reach-
ing as high as 40 degrees Cel-
sius.

The weather agency forecast
that the extreme heat, accom-
panied by tropical nights, would
continue until at least August
15. Xinhua
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Associations issues statements, strongly condemning
terror acts of MNDAA terrorists

MNDAA terrorists fired at non-mili-
tary target Tatmadaw and residential
wards in Lashio of Shan State (North)
with the use of rockets, heavy wea-
pons and drones, resulting in deaths
and injuries to residents, departmen-

tal personnel and families of security
forces receiving medical treatment
at the hospital. Some patients were for-
cibly abducted, and some residents
flee their residences temporarily.
Young Men’s Buddhist Association

(Kayin State), Myanmar Forest Pro-
duets and Timber Merchants Associa-
tion, Myanmar Pharmaceutical and
Medical Device Manufacturers Associa-
tion, and Myanmar Pharmaceutical
and Medical Equipment Enfrepreneurs

Association issued statements, not
totally opposing to and strongly conde-
mning inhumane and brutal terror acts
as war crime acts of MNDAA terrori-
sts.
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Statement of Young Men’s Buddhist Association-
YMBA (Kayin State)
6 August 2024

1. MNDAA terrorists fired at the Tatmadaw hospital in Lashio Township
of northern Shan State with the use of rockets, heavy weapons and drones,
leaving residents, departmental personnel and families of security forces
receiving medical treatment at the hospital dead and hurt. They forcefully
abducted some local people.
2. Moreover, their attacks lead to the displacement of residents and severely
disrupt civilian lives.
3. In its statement, the Young Men’s Buddhist Association-YMBA (Kayin
State) objected to and condemned the attacks of terrorists on non-military
target buildings, wards and religious buildings.

Young Men’s Buddhist Association-YMBA (Kayin State)

£
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Statement of Myanmar Forest Products
and Timber Merchants Association

6 August 2024

MNDAA terrorists fired at the Tatmadaw hospital in Lashio Township of
northern Shan State with the use of rockets, heavy weapons and drones,
leaving residents, departmental personnel and families of security forces
receiving medical treatment at the hospital dead and hurt. They abducted
some local people by force.

Moreover, their attacks lead to the displacement of residents and severely
disrupt civilian lives.

In its statement, the Myanmar Forest Products and Timber Merchants
Association objected to and condemned the attacks of terrorists on non-military
target buildings, wards and religious buildings.

Myanmar Forest Products and Timber Merchants Association

Statement of Myanmar
Pharmaceutical and
Medical Device
Manufacturer Association

6 August 2024

In Lashio, northern Shan State, recent attacks by MNDAA remnants targeted
the military hospital with rockets, heavy weapons, and drones. The assault
resulted in deaths and injuries among patients receiving treatment at the
hospital, as well as among families of hospital staff. MNDAA also unlawfully
detained and taken away some individuals.

It is the right of every individual to receive safe and secure healthcare,
regardless of their location or circumstances. The Myanmar Pharmaceutical
and Medical Device Manufacturer Association firmly opposes any attacks on
healthcare facilities and consequent harm inflicted on patients and medical
staff.

Myanmar Pharmaceutical and Medical Device Manufacturer Association

Statement of Myanmar
Chamber of Commerce
for Pharmaceutical
and Medical Device
6 August 2024

The recent attack in Lashio, northern Shan State, where armed groups
targeted the military hospital with rockets, heavy weapons, and drones, is
deeply troubling. This violence resulted in significant harm, including injuries
and deaths among patients, hospital staff, and security personnel.

Every individual deserves access to safe and effective healthcare, irrespective
of their location or situation. The Myanmar Pharmaceutical and Medical
Equipment Entrepreneurs Association strongly opposes any attacks on
healthcare facilities and condemns the resulting harm to patients and healthcare
workers.

Myanmar Chamber of Commerce for
Pharmaceutical and Medical Device

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.
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