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BUSINESS
Ginger
prices
surge in the
market

As this is the time of low
stock, the price of ginger is
high, and it is expected to rise
further, according to ginger
farmers.

This is the period of low
production, mainly focused on
preparing for new plants in the
ginger growing areas, so the
price is good now.

“This is the time when ginger
production stops. New plants
have not yet been harvested.
So, this is the transitional period.
The wholesale price varies from
Ks-5,500 to Ks-6,800-Ks-7,000
perviss, depending on the quality:
When there is little stock or
supply, the price jumps. When
there is a lot of supply, the price
drops. Now, the price of ginger
has increased by Ks-500 to Ks-
1,000,” said an official at the
Aung Pan Vegetable Broker’s
Sales Centre.

Ginger prices in the post-
Thingyan period can only go
up, said ginger farmers.

“In our opinion, production
cannot decrease during the
period after Thingyan. When
a new batch with a very high
price enters the market, there
will be less buying. Now, the
supply is low, and the price
will continue to rise,” said a
farmer.

At the Danyingon retail
market, a viss of ginger now
costs Ks-12,000, up from Ks-
6,000-Ks-7,000 before Thin-
gyan.

Ginger farmers suffered
heavy losses in the summer of
2022, but with the rising price
since early 2023, the number of
ginger farmers has increased
again.

Myanmar exports ginger to
China, Thailand, India, Bangla-
desh, Yemen, Indonesia, Paki-
stan, Malaysia, Singapore and
the United Arab Emirates,
according to the data from the
Department of Trade. = SMK

COMMERCE
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Myanmar aims to achieve over US$-32 bln in
foreign trade for the next fiscal year

Myanmar is expected to meet
atrade target of US$-16.7 billion
in exports and US$-16.3 billion
in imports for the 2024-2025
financial year.

Myanmar aimed to achieve
a foreign trade balance of
US$-16.5 billion in exports and
US$-16 billion in imports in the
2023-2024 FY.

The country’s GDP (gross
domestic product) is expected
to grow by 3.8 percent. Agricul-
ture is expected to contribute
2.5 percent to Myanmar’s GDP
growth, 0.8 percent is likely to
come from the livestock sector,
9.9 percent from the forest sec-
tor, 9.8 percent from minerals
and 4.2 percent from the industry,
6.3 percent from electricity, 3.9
percent from construction, 6.6
percent from transport, 7.3 per-
cent from telecommunications,
2.7 percent from finance, 6.3
from other services and 3.8
from trade sector respectively.
Meanwhile, the energy sector
is expected to decline by 6.5
percent, according to the 2024-

2025 Financial Year’s National
Plan.

According to the statistics
of the Ministry of Commerce
for the 2023-2024 FY, almost
ending, imports worth over
US$-15 billion surpassed the
exports worth US$-14.3 billion,
showing a trade deficit.

Myanmar exports agricultu-
ral products, livestock, fishery,
minerals, forest products, man-
ufacturing goods and other
goods to the external market.
At the same time, it imports
capital goods, intermediate
goods, consumer goods and
raw materials goods imported
by the CMP enterprises.

SK

BUSINESS

Watermelon from Pantanaw Townshlp sent to
Yangon market

Daw Su Su Hlaing, owner of
Pantanaw Township Agricultu-
ral Produce Trading, said that
alarge number of watermelon
from Pantanaw Township in
Ayeyawady Region is shipped
to Yangon market.

Local farmers and business-
persons dispatched 235,000
pieces of watermelon to Yangon
market in February, compared
to 350,000 in March with the
high demand from Yangon
market.

“Number of watermelon

leading to Yangon market is
not the same in days. So, we
have high demand from Yan-
gon for dispatching the fruits
due to lesser number of fruits
from other regions, according
to fruit depot owners. We ex-
pect good prices for water-
melon till the end of harves-
ting season,” said Daw Su Su
Hlaing.

Watermelon is mostly grown
in alluvial lands in Pantanaw
Township. This year, 104 local
farmers from 14 villages in

the township grew one to five

acres of watermelon this year.
Watermelon fetches Ks-2,000

to Ks-9,000 per fruit at the
market.

SMK

AGRICULTURE

Onion growers in Yinmabin District reap 9,846 acres of

winter onions

The harvest of 9,846 acres
of onions planted during the
winter crop season in Yinmabin
District, Sagaing Region, has
been completed, according to
statistics from the Department
of Agriculture for Yinmabin
District.

During the 2023-2024 winter

crop planting season, the onion
fields planted in Yinmabin
District have been harvested
since February of this year.
So far, 9,846 acres have been
harvested and 3,592.55 visses
per acre has been produced.
“As for onion cultivation, most
of them are planted in winter.

Onion cultivation has been ex-
panding year by year," said Daw
Myat Moe Win, District Head of
the Department of Agriculture
in Yinmabin District.
According to the completion
of onion harvesting in Yinma-
bin District, there were 3,179
acres in Yinmabin Township, 519

acres in Kani Township, 3,948
acres in Salingyi Township, and
2,200 acres in Pale Township,
totaling 9,846 acres.

The townships that grow
the onions mostly in Sagaing
Region are Monywa, Yinmabin,
ChaungU, Shwebo and Myinmu
townships. SK
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State responsibility.

various parts of Myanmar.

State Administration Council

Press Release

Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and
intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons
and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed the

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some relevant
persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district
administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

Information Team
State Administration Council

TOURISM

Travel surges during this Thingyan Festival

In this year's tour season, tra-
velling reached its highest dur-
ing Thingyan, and the tourism
sector has improved more than
lastyear; according to the Myan-
mar Tourism Entrepreneurs
Association.

“Thereis alikelihood that the
travel industry will be booming
this year compared to last year,
anditreached its highest during

Thingyan,” said the association
Chair U Naung Naung Han.
"When we looked back to this
year's tour season, which begins
from 2023's open season, Octo-
ber to this year's Thingyan, we
had a good start, and a slight
decline in around November
and December but continuou-
sly increased back as from De-
cember new year festive period.

It reached the highest level
in Thingyan, especially. Tour
companies can sell tour packa-
ges. So we can say, throughout
the tour season, the travel sector
reachedits highest in Thingyan,"
said U Naung Naung Han.
Inthis year's Thingyan, people
flocked to Chaungtha Beach
and Ngwehsaung Beach, and
hotels could provide rooms only

for those who reserved them.
People who couldn't find rooms
at the two famous beaches went
to newly developed beaches,
and some people took pilgrim-
age tours.

"Travelling quite escalated
in Thingyan holidays. Some
other destinations are limited
in the current situation, so most
people visit Chaungtha, Ngweh-

saung, and other beaches, as
well as Bagan, Mandalay, Inlay,
and Kalaw, where they can go
on pilgrimage. But it is assu-
med that the visitor arrival
was greater than last year," he
said.

“However, the country's tou-
rism sector has yet to regain the
state it was before COVID-19,
but it seems to have improved
again after COVID-19,” he said.

SMK

AGRICULTURE

More than 7,000 acres of summer paddy
cultivated in Mawlaik District this summer

According to the statistics of
Mawlaik District Agriculture
Department, a total of 7,897
acres of farmlands have been
placed under summer paddy in
the district of Sagaing Region.

Local people started cultiva-

tion of summer paddy on 7,897
acres in February this year
against the target of 9,100 acres
in 2023-2024 financial year.
“Thisyear’s target cultivation
is more than 9,000 acres of
summer paddy. So far, local

farmers have cultivated over
7,000 acres of paddy. We are
trying hard to meet the target
acres and help local farmers
use quality paddy strains and
agricultural techniques,” said
Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing, Head

of Mawlaik District Agriculture
Department.

In Mawlaik District, Mawlaik
Township has grown 1,689
acres of summer paddy and
Phaungpyin Township, 6,208
acres, totalling 7,897 acres.
With regard to earmarking the
cultivation, Mawlaik Township
slated to grow 2,300 acres of
summer paddy and Phaungpyin
Township, 6,800 acres, totalling

9,100.

Officials of relevant township
agriculture departments pro-
vide technical assistance for
local farmers to successfully
grow monsoon crops and sum-
mer paddy with the use of natu-
ral fertilizers.

Moreover, officials inspect
paddy farms to be free from
pests and to have high yield.

SK

AGRICULTURE

Yamethin Township cultivates more than 1,500 acres of summer paddy

“More than 1,500 acres of sum-
mer paddy has been cultivated
with the use of irrigated water
in Yamethin Township of Man-
dalay Region this summer;” said
U Aung Myo Thant, Head of
Yamethin Township Agriculture

Department.

Thitson and Kyeeni dams
in the township irrigate more
than 1,500 acres of summer
paddy which was cultivated
starting from the last week
of February this year. The

remaining farmlands are being
placed under summer paddy.
“Local farmers decided to
grow four strains of paddy as
summer paddy in the township.
These strains will be complying
with irrigated areas. So far, they

have grown more than 1,500
acres of summer paddy with the
use of GAP system. Moreover,
local farmers use other strains
of paddy,” he explained.

The township authorities
earmarked cultivation of 1,120

acres of summer paddy but local
farmers have planted more
than 1,500 acres. Local farmers
use Manaw Thukha, Palethwe,
Shwethweyin and Theehtetyin
paddy strains.

SMK
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US continues to struggle w1th its vast plastic waste amid export cut-offs

The US wastes 40 million tons
of plastic per year. The refine-
ment of plastic also emits up to
235 million tons of greenhouse

gasses per year wh1ch then

becomes microplastics, which
has caused almost 95 percent
of America's water supply to

contain plastic.

The US is now struggling to
find ways to dispose of their
plastic following a ban from
China, a recent report claims.
In 2018, China cut off plastic
under their “National Sword”
policy which banned the import
of most plastics and other mate-
rials after managing half of the
world’s recyclable waste for the
past quarter century, with the
US regularly exporting 7 mil-
lion tons a year to China alone.

The US, the UK, and other
EU countries then responded

to China’s ban by sending their
waste to other countries includ-
ing Thailand and Malaysia, who
have since followed China’s
example in cutting off imports.
US companies like Chevron
and ExxonMobil, are now sug-
gesting that plastic could be
turned into crude oil.
According to the report,
because these companies are
looking to make up for their loss
inrevenue as the world moves
away from fossil fuels, they are
lobbying to cover the US with
150 plants that specialize in

pyrolysis, a form of chemical
recycling that melts plastic into
crude oil that can then be used
for fuel and petrochemicals
and other poor quality plastics.
However, this solution of re-
using or reproducing overlooks
the fact that plastic production
continues to double every 15 t0 20
years. Because while recycling
is alegitimate process, the vast
majority of plastics aren't actu-
ally recycled because it costs
more to do so than is actually

profitable.
Sputnik

INDIA

Six killed,
14 injured
in hotel fire
in India

Atleast six people were Killed
and 14 others injured Thursday
in a devastating fire in the
eastern Indian state of Bihar,
police said.

The fire broke out inside a
hotel in a crowded locality near
the junction railway station in
Patna, the capital city of Bihar.

"A fire broke out in a hotel
in close vicinity of Patna junc-
tion and the injured have been
rescued from the spot using
ambulances and removed to
the Patna Medical College
Hospital. A total of 20 people
were admitted in the hospital,
out of whom six people have
succumbed," a senior police of-
ficial told media. "The condition
of two of the injured is critical
and others are out of danger."

According to the police, three
of the deceased were women
and the identity of the killed
people is being ascertained.

Senior fire and emergency
department official Mrityun-
jay Kumar Chaudhary said
the firefighters immediately
rushed to the spot on receiving
a distress call.

She said the fire has been
brought under control.

A forensic team of the police
department has collected clues
to ascertain the exact cause of
the fire.

Xinhua

TANZANIA

155 dead, 236

Flash floods caused by ongo-
ing torrential rains have left 155
dead and 236 others injured in
Tanzania, Prime Minister Kas-
sim Majaliwa told parliament
on Thursday.

Flash floods have been repor-
ted in 14 out of the 26 regions
inmainland Tanzania, affecting
200,000 people and damaging
10,000 houses, Majaliwa told the
House in the capital, Dodoma.

School infrastructure, farm
crops, roads, bridges, health
facilities, and livestock were

injured as torrentlal ralns h1t Tanzanla

impacted by the floods, he said.

The government has taken
steps aimed at preventing fur-
ther catastrophic situations, like
ordering the closure of schools
in areas severely affected by
the floods, Majaliwa said.

The Tanzania National Roads
Agency, the Tanzania Rural and
Urban Roads Agency, and the
Tanzania Railways Corporation
have been ordered to undertake
an urgent assessment of dam-
aged roads and railways for
immediate renovation, he said.

155 dead, 236 injured as torrential rains hit Tanzania.

The heavyrains, influenced by
El-Nino conditions, are expected
to last through May, according

to the Tanzania Meteorological
Authority.
Xinhua

CHINA

China launches Shenzhou-18 manned spaceship

China on Thursday launched
the Shenzhou-18 manned space-
ship to send three taikonauts
to its orbiting Tiangong space
station for a six-month mission.

The spaceship, atop a Long
March-2F carrier rocket, blasted
off from the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Center in northwest
China.

The Shenzhou-18 crew mem-
bers are Ye Guangfu, Li Cong
and Li Guangsu, with Ye as the
mission commander; according
to the China Manned Space

Agency (CMSA).

The Shenzhou-18 mission
marks Ye's second journey into
space, following his previous
role as a crew member during
the Shenzhou-13 mission from
October 2021 to April 2022.
Li Cong and Li Guangsu are
both on their first-ever space
adventure.

The crew will utilize the
scientific experiment cabinets
and extravehicular payloads
to carry out more than 90
experiments in the fields of

basic physics in microgravity,
space material science, space
life science, space medicine
and space technology, said Lin
Xigiang, deputy director of the
CMSA, at Wednesday's press
conference.

A unique task for the three
pilot-turned taikonauts is to
create an "aquarium" and raise
fish in zero gravity.

They will create a simplified
version of an aquatic ecosystem
using zebrafish and algae to
study how the space environ-

ment affects their growth and
system balance.

The "aquarium" is 1.25 liters
in volume and can accommo-
date four small fish. But if the
experiment succeeds, it will be
a significant breakthrough to
cultivate vertebrates in China's
space program. Not only will
the taikonauts find joy in the
space "aquarium," but it may
also pave the way for their
future counterparts to enjoy
nutritious fish from their own
in-orbit harvests. Xinhua

NIGERIA

Over 100 inmates escape from Nigerian prison
damaged by heavy rains: official

Atleast 119 inmates escaped
Wednesday night from a custodial
center damaged by heavy rains
in central Nigeria, an official

said Thursday.

Ten of the escaped inmates
from the Suleja Custodial Cen-
ter, in the north-central state

of Niger, were recaptured and
taken backinto custody, Samson
Duza, a Nigerian Correctional
Service spokesman in the cen-

tral region, said in a statement.
Nigeria has witnessed a series
of jailbreaks in recent years,
prompting the government to
launch an audit of prison facili-
ties in the country to fix their

vulnerabilities.
Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Toxic chemicals used in laptops, baby seats and smartphones
can easily pass through human skin and leach into bloodstream,
scientists show for first time

e Chemicals used to make products flameproof are toxic to adults and children
e They persist in the environment, and new study shows they can enter the skin
e In the bloodstream, they can impair childhood development and cause cancer

Plastics used to make furni-
ture, electronics, and home in-
sulation contain toxic chemicals
that scientists have found can
be easily absorbed into human
skin.

Toxic chemicals used to
make laptops, baby seats, and
smartphones more flameproof
can easily pass through human
skin and leach into bloodstream,
scientists at the University of
Birmingham have shown for
first time.

These substances, which are
used in a range of household
items, even baby changing
tables, and can interfere with
thyroid function, cognitive de-
velopment, motor skills, and
ovarian function, along with
increasing cancer risk.

Researchers already knew
they could enter the body thr-
ough food and water, but this
is the first time they've shown
that the chemicals can seep
into the skin.

Some of the toxic chemicals
have been banned by the UK,
the European Union, and 13
US states including Maine,
Hawaii, Michigan, Washington,
Oregon, Illinois, Maryland and
New York.

Introduced in the 1970s, the
group of chemicals called poly-
brominated diphenyl ethers
(PBDEs), were supposed to
make people safer; but they came
with unintended consequences.

The new study looked at if toxic
chemicals could be absorbed
by the skin from microplastics.

Microplastics are persistent
pests, though, and they stick
around in the environment
indefinitely.

A scientist holc}s ,up_.}ﬂpiskin, tlﬁa lab-produced simul

Using simulated skin 3D-prin-
ted from human skin cells, sci-
entists were able to test how
PBDEsSs soak through skin -
without having to expose peo-
ple or animals to the harmful
chemicals.

They moistened the skin
and exposed it to two different
types of microplastics for 24
hours.

It was important to moisten
the skin for two reasons, the
researchers noted.

One, to simulate what happens
during normal life - the skin
sweats a little bit.

And two, because research
has shown that skin moisture
affects how these chemicals
are absorbed.

The team tested the skin after
24 hours, and they found that it
absorbed up to 8 percent of the
PBDEs from the microplastics.

The chemicals in question
were BDE 47, BDE 99, BDE
100, BDE 153, and BDE 183,
which are all known to be toxic.

When the skin was sweatier,
it absorbed larger quantities of

- g

ated skin made from actual human skin cells.
A L

the chemicals.

'Microplastics are every-
where in the environment and
yet we still know relatively little
about the health problems that
they can cause,' said first study
author Dr Ovokeroye Abafe,
who conducted the research at
Birmingham University.

'Ourresearch shows that they
play arole as 'carriers' of harm-
ful chemicals, which can get
into our bloodstream through
the skin. These chemicals are
persistent, so with continuous
or regular exposure to them,
there will be a gradual accumu-
lation to the point where they
start to cause harm.’

Part of the reason scientists
still don't fully understand the
health consequences of micro-
plastics is that there are do-
zens of different types of plas-
tics, which can contain thous-
ands of different chemicals.

But it is clear that PBDEs
are harmful to human health.

In fact, much of the concerns
about PBDEs came up in the
early 2000s, when a study sho-

wed that women's breastmilk
contained some of the harmful
substances.

But just last year, a similar
experiment showed that, out of
50 women's samples of breast-
milk in the same region, every
single one of them contained
PBDEs.

A 2018 study found the chemi-
cals in fish in the US and UK.

And a study published earlier
this month found that people
with higher levels of PBDEs in
their blood had higher risks of
dying from cancer.

So even though PBDEs are
not as commonly used anymore,
they are still out there - and still
being made.

Dr Mohamed Abdallah, Ass-
ociate Professor of Environ-
mental Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Birmingham, and senior
scientist for the project, said:
'These findings provide impor-
tant evidence for regulators
and policymakers to improve
legislation around microplastics
and safeguard public health
against harmful exposure.'

Flame retardant used in fur-
niture increases risk of thyroid
issues.

A common flame retardant
used in furniture and cars
may trigger thyroid problems
in women.

Women with elevated levels
of specific chemicals in their
blood may be at higher risk of
developing thyroid disease - and
the risk may be greater among
post-menopausal women.

Scientists believe theirs is the
first evidence of a link between
polybrominated diphenyl ethers
(PBDESs) and problems includ-
ing hyperthyroidism, hypothy-
roidism, goitre or Hashimoto's
disease.

Study lead author Doctor
Joseph Allen, of Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public Health
in the United States, said:
'These chemicals are just about
everywhere, from the blood in
polar bears to eagles to humans
on every continent.

'This near ubiquitous expo-
sure means we are all part of
a global experiment on the
impact of endocrine disrupting
chemicals on our bodies.'

PBDESs have been used as
flame retardants for many
years, largely in furniture, in
quantities up to 20 percent of
the weight of the product.

Over time, they migrate out of
the furniture into the air, settle
into dust in homes, schools,
offices and the outdoors, and
accumulate in people's bodies.

Previous research has shown
that the chemicals accumulate in
fatty tissue and can interfere with
hormonal functions, including
thyroid hormones. Mail Online
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