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The message sent by Acting President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and State Security and Peace Commission Chairman
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma
Min Aung Hlaing to the 78% Anniversary of Chin National Day 2026

Esteemed people and Chin ethnic nationalities,

I extend my heartfelt prayers and best wishes for the fulfilment of all forms of
well-being and prosperity to all Chin ethnic nationalities, as well as to all national
brethren born of the Union on the auspicious occasion of the 78" Anniversary
of “Chin National Day”, which falls on 20 February 2026.

In the Republic of the Union of Myanmar; all national races born of the Union,
including the Chin ethnic people, have for many years lived together on the same
land and shared the same water, united in spirit and solidarity like members of
one family. Owing to this unity and harmony, the nation has been able to stand
with dignity and honour in the community of the world.

Throughout the successive stages of the nation’s independence struggle and
during the period of building the State after independence, the Chin ethnic people
stood shoulder to shoulder and worked hand in hand with other national races
born of the Union. During the time of invasion and occupation by the British
colonialists, Chin ethnic leaders such as Bo Khai Kam, Bo Con Bik, Bo Lall
Lwe, and Bo Thaung Linh, together with the Chin ethnic people, bravely and
resolutely resisted the imperialists alongside other national brethren.

In addition, Chin ethnic leaders such as U Thong Za Khup, recipient of the
Naing-Ngan Gonyi Award First Class, U Kio Mang, Wunna Kyaw Htin U Hlur
Hmong, Thiri Pyanchi U Thaung Cin Thang, Independence Mawgun Award First
Class recipient, and Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu U Vammathumong, Naing-Ngan
Gonyi Award First Class recipient and Thiri Pyanchi U That Ling played key
roles during the struggle for independence. After independence, during periods
of internal unrest, Chin leaders, including Lt-Col Hrang Thio, Lt-Col Lyan Ciin
Zamg, Captain Thura, Aung San Thuria Taik Chun, Colonel Zeya Kyaw Htin
Van Kul, and Naing-Ngan Gonyi award First Class recipient Maj-Gen Thaung
Za Khai actively and faithfully carried out their respective duties for the nation
alongside their fellow Chin ethnic people.

Thus, the many heroic Chin ethnic people who devoted their lives, blood, and
sweat for the stability of the State and the Union, and for the consolidation of
sovereignty, and who are forever honoured by the State and Tatmadaw, remain
enshrined in history as a source of pride and admiration for the Chin State and
the Chin ethnic people.

In 1948, during the early post-independence period, a rally in Falam revoked
the feudal administrative system and initiated the regional democratic
administrative system. On that day, which fell on 20 February, was designated as
“Chin National Day”, and celebrations are held yearly, and this year’s occasion
is the 78™ one.

At present, the ongoing violent and terror acts, lawless acts, and destructive
activities within the country, including in certain areas of Chin State, pose a
grave danger to the nation. It is especially necessary to remain vigilant and take
protective measures against groups, both domestic and foreign, that seek to
sow discord, incite hatred, and promote bloodshed among Union-born national
brethren, thereby undermining the bonds of friendship and mutual respect
that have been built over thousands of years, as well as to guard against the
imposition of narrow, ethnocentric ideologies.

These terror acts were based on instigations with the eagerness to unlawfully
seize the State power without accurately reviewing the incidents, or cancelling
the results of voting frauds which happened in the 2020 general elections. Some
ethnic armed organizations with incorrect attitudes over the State and the people
took the advantages over the instability of the nation and committed destruction
and violent attacks on the peaceful and stable areas to expand their areas and
control. As such, everyone knows that innocent people from various regions,
including the Chin State, face loss of lives, property and houses, as well as a
large number of public-owned buildings, facing hardships.

It is the local ethnic people themselves who are directly experiencing the
harmful effects of armed violence. The actual destruction and losses also extend
to the nation’s resources and basic infrastructure of the State. In a context where
development is gaining momentum, such reckless actions reduce the country’s
strength and require enormous effort and time to restore conditions to their
original state. Because of these violent incidents, the State has been providing
financial assistance for civil servants and civilians who have been temporarily
displaced. Therefore, all ethnic peoples, including the Chin ethnic community,
are encouraged to work together to eliminate terrorist actions and attacks that
harm the nation and its people, and to help achieve peace and stability.

The National Defence and Security Council has adopted and is implementing
four objectives while striving to continuously create a peaceful and stable
environment, intending to end the armed conflicts for the sake of the State and
the people. Only when the State has an improved economy will various sectors,
including politics, social affairs, education and health, develop. As such, priority
must be given to grow economic infrastructure to improve the socio-economic
life of the people.

That is why it is necessary to emphasize larger quantities of agricultural
produce in relevant regions and prioritize systematic livestock breeding measures
appropriate for the region. I would like to urge all to beef up production of quality
MSME products through micro, small and medium-sized enterprises based on
agricultural and livestock goods produced locally in order to ensure local food
security and fulfil the local demand, in addition to increasing the volume of export
products. In this regard, the State is providing necessary techniques, capital
and production inputs for those businesspersons with more and more aid plans.

For the building of a Union based on democracy and a federal system that the
State is striving to establish, and for the social and economic development of
the people, all citizens must be healthy, resilient, and equipped with knowledge
and skills. Therefore, the State is making efforts to develop all sectors, including
education and healthcare, in a coordinated and comprehensive manner. Since
national development can only be achieved through a knowledgeable and
skilled population, the State provides free and diversified education to ensure
that every citizen has the opportunity to complete at least KG+9. In addition,
89 basic education and industrial, agricultural, and livestock schools have been
opened to enable those who complete KG+9 to acquire vocational and livelihood
skills, thereby cultivating human resources for the nation.

Everybody knows that schools, universities and colleges have been established
for the people to have access to basic and higher education. I would like to urge
all to enable all school-age youth to attend schools, not to drop out of school and
learn education till their goals to become experts, professionals and professors.
As health is essential for all societies, like education, the State enhances
healthcare services, treatment and sharing activities on health awareness. As
such, everybody needs to take care of their health to be long life expectancy.

Due to the voting fraud in the 2020 general elections, the state of emergency
for the nation was declared in accord with the Constitution (2008) starting
from 1 February 2021, and Tatmadaw took State responsibilities temporarily.
From time onward, objectives and roadmaps were implemented for the peace
and stability of the Union, the rule of law, the development of economic, social,
education and other sectors. Efforts are being made to cease the armed conflicts
in accordance with the NCA agreements, and it should be noted that meetings
and discussions have been held with ethnic armed organizations, and they have
consistently been welcomed with open doors for the sake of durable peace.

The National Defence and Security Council has successfully conducted
the free and fair multi-party democratic general election 2025 in three phases,
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multi-party democratic system.

achieving the State’s ultimate goal. According to the election results, Hluttaw
sessions will be held in March, and the emerging government will assume the
responsibilities of the State in accordance with democratic standards. Therefore,
in the ongoing processes of nation-building, it is urged that the people fully
participate, exercising their freedom and justice in accordance with laws and
regulations, to ensure the full implementation of a genuine, well-disciplined

Since State peace and stability and the rule of law are crucial for the country’s
development and nation-building endeavours, it is earnestly urged that all

ethnic peoples, including the Chin ethnic community, work hand in hand with

the State government to implement the ceasefire of armed conflicts. On this
78" Anniversary of Chin National Day, with prayers for continued success, it is
hoped that the Chin people, grounded in the longstanding spirit of Union unity
and love for their heritage, will continue to serve the interests of Chin State as
well as those of the Union as a whole.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing

Acting President, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman, the State Security and Peace Commission

Kyaunggon Township dispatches large volume of tender areca
nuts to Yangon market within one month

KYAUNGGON February 19

Yangon market. Because there

Local merchants from Kyau-
nggon Township of Ayeyawady
Region sold a large volume of
tender areca nuts to Yangon
market within one month, said
Daw Kyi Htay, the owner of areca
nut trading depot in Kyaunggon
Township.

Areca nuts from Kyaunggon
Township were able to be expor-
ted and sold to the Yangon mar-
ket at a price of up to Ks-50,000
perviss. It is reported that the
strong demand for areca nuts
in the domestic market is the
reason for this increased export
volume.

“A large quantity of areca
nuts from Kyaunggon Township

T

was strong demand for areca
nuts, we had to export a large
volume to Yangon. Currently, the
price for one viss of areca nuts
has reached Ks-15,500. Since
areca nuts are actively being
traded now, those engaged in
arecanut cultivation are able to
run their businesses smoothly,”
said Daw Kyi Htay.

Traders purchase areca nuts
directly from plantations in
Kyaunggon Township, care-
fully sort and pack them, and
then transport them to Yangon
for sale. From Yangon, they
are also exported to overseas
markets. Previously, there were
only two types of areca nut
markets—green and dried—

% -
[N

but now, areca nuts are being
actively traded even before needing to wait until the peak SK

reaching full maturity, without

season.

was exported and sold to the

More than 2,000 acres of croplands placed under black gram plants

WETLET February 19

Local farmers grew 2,785 acres of black gram as
cold season crops in Wetlet Township of Sagain Region
this year, according to the statistics of the Township

Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop cultivation season,
Wetlet Township has set a target of cultivating 2,794
acres of black gram. Planting began in October 2025,
and as of today, 2,785 acres have been successfully

cultivated, according to reports.

“This winter crop season, Wetlet Township planned

to cultivate 2,794 acres of black gram, and planting
has been completed on 2,785 acres. We are continuing
efforts to meet the full target acreage. During the
cultivation period, we are also conducting field-level
activities to provide necessary technologies, quality
seeds, and pest and disease prevention methods,” said
Daw Kyin San, Township Head of the Department of
Agriculture in Wetlet Township.

In Wetlet Township, the Township Department of
Agriculture is providing awareness and guidance to
black gram farmers on access to regionally suitable

high-quality and pure seed varieties, correct culti-
vation practices, effective pest management, syste-
matic use of fertilizers, and measures to achieve
good yields.

During the current winter cropping season, in
cultivating various pulse crops, the relevant township
Departments of Agriculture are working in cooperation
with farmers to ensure good yields and quality of pulse
crops by providing quality seed varieties, agricultural
inputs, and post-harvest technologies.

SMK

Farmers plant vegetable plants on extended sown acreage in Homalin District

HOMALIN February 19

Local farmers expanded cultivation
of vegetable crops to exceed the target
cultivation in Homalin District of Sa-
gaing Region, according to the District
Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Homalin District plans to
cultivate 2,950 acres of vegetable crops.
Planting began in October 2025, and as
of today, 2,895 acres have been planted
in Homalin Township and 125 acres
in Mobailuk Town, bringing the total
cultivated area to 3,020 acres, according
to reports.

“During this year’s winter cropping
season in Homalin District, 2,950 acres
of vegetable crops were originally
targeted for cultivation, but as of today
3,020 acres have already been planted.
The crops include mustard greens,
chilli, culinary herbs, potatoes, cabbage,
eggplant and cauliflower. Farmers are
being provided with technical guidance
so that all vegetables can be cultivated
in line with GAP standards. We are also
giving farmers technical support to
ensure that vegetables are grown in a
health-compliant manner with minimal
chemical residues,” said Daw Su Su

Htway, District Head of the Homalin
District Department of Agriculture.
For the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, the township-wise cultivation
targets for vegetable crops in Homalin
District are 2,850 acres in Homalin
Township and 100 acres in Mobailuk
Town, totalling 2,950 acres, it is reported.
This year, the relevant township
Departments of Agriculture in Homalin
District are providing vegetable far-
mers with technical training on GAP-
based cultivation methods, guidance
to ensure that vegetables produced
from farms are safe and suitable for

consumption, and support to encou-
rage the expansion of vegetable culti-
vation.

In Homalin District, a wide variety
of seasonal vegetables are cultivated
annually. These crops are reported to be
growing successfully and contributing
to household incomes. Township Dep-
artments of Agriculture are also raising
awareness among vegetable farmers
on correct cultivation practices, pest
prevention, and the preparation and use
of organic fertilizers, natural pesticides
and repellents.

SK
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Russia considers new restrictions against Cuba
unacceptable - Putin

MOSCOW February 19

Russia considers new restrictions
against Cuba unacceptable, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said on Wed-
nesday.

"We are in a special period now, with
new sanctions. You know how we feel
about this. We will not accept anything
like that," Putin said during a meeting
with Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodriguez Parrilla.

Relations between Russia and Cuba
are developing in positive direction,
Putin added.

Cubais grateful to Russia's leadership
for its solidarity amid the tightening
blockade and energy siege against the
island, Foreign Minister Bruno Rodri-
guez Parrilla said.

"I would especially like to thank you

[Russian President Vladimir Putin] and
the Russian government, including the
Foreign Minister [Sergey Lavrov], for
the Russian solidarity expressed in the
face of the tightening blockade against

e

Cuba and the energy siege, which is
causing suffering for our people and
creating very difficult conditions for
our economy," the minister said during

a meeting with Putin. Sputnik

Bill Gates cancels Al Summit keynote amid
Epstein allegations - Reports

MOSCOW February 19

US billionaire and Microsoft founder
Bill Gates has canceled his keynote
speech at an artificial intelligence
summit in India amid allegations of
ties to infamous late financier Jeffrey
Epstein, CNN reported on Thursday,
citing a statement from the Gates'
foundation.

"After careful consideration, and to

ensure the focus remains on the Al
Summit’s key priorities, Mr. Gates will
not be delivering his keynote address,"
the Gates Foundation was quoted as
saying by CNN just hours before the
billionaire was due to speak.

The release of the final archive
of materials related to the Epstein
case on January 30 shed new light
on details of the Microsoft founder's

relationship with the late financier.
According to documents published by
the US Department of Justice, private
correspondence contained information
about Gates' attempts to conceal intimate
relationships with certain women, as
well as data on his secret use of medical
treatments for the consequences of
these contacts.

Sputnik

2 killed, 2 missing in boat capsize in central Vietnam

HANOI February 19

Two people were Killed and two others
remain missing after a boat capsized
on the Gianh River in Vietnam's central
province of Quang Tri on Thursday,
Vietnam News Agency reported.

The accident occurred at around noon
while the boat, carrying seven family
members, was traveling on the river.

The two victims were identified as a
68-year-old woman and a three-year-
old child.

A 68-year-old man and a 14-year-old
girl remain missing.

Local authorities said search and
rescue operations are ongoing, but deep
water has hampered efforts.

Xinhua

20-2-2026 (055
At least 5 killed,
32 injured in bus
accident in South
Africa’s Limpopo

JOHANNESBURG February 19

Five people were killed and 32 others
injured after a passenger bus lost
control on the N1 highway and plunged
into a roadside ditch near Makhado in
South Africa's Limpopo Province early
Thurs-day morning, local authorities
said.

Limpopo's Transport and Community
Safety Department said in a statement
that the accident occurred at around
2:50 a.m. local time (0050 GMT).

The victims included the male driver,
one female passenger, and three male
passengers. Among the injured, four
sustained serious injuries, 10 were
critically hurt, and 18 suffered minor
injuries. All injured passengers were
transported to nearby medical facilities
for treatment, the department said.

Preliminary investigations indicate
that the driver may have lost control
of the vehicle, and a further probe to
determine the exact cause of the crash
is underway, said the department.

According to local media reports,
the bus was traveling from Gauteng
Province to Zimbabwe.

South Africa has in recent months
recorded a series of deadly bus crashes.
On October 12,2025, an overloaded pas-
senger bus traveling from Eastern
Cape Province to a neighboring country
overturned in Limpopo Province, killing
43 people, including seven children.

Authorities blame the recent road
accidents on driver fatigue, speeding,
drunk driving, unsafe pedestrian con-
duct, and poor vehicle conditions.

Xinhua

Iran, Russia hold joint naval drill in Gulf of Oman,

ik

TEHRAN February 19

The naval forces of Iran and Russia on
Thursday held ajoint drill in the Gulf of
Oman and the northern Indian Ocean,

successfully carrying out a series of
operations.

During the exercise, the special
operation teams of the navies of Iran's

army, Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGO), and Russia successfully carried
out an operation to liberate a hijacked
ship, according to a report published
on the Iranian army's website.

The vessels and aerial units of the two
countries also took part in the operation,
which involved aerial reconnaissance,
surface operations and the capture of
pirates, the report said.

It added that this stage of the exercise
featured the participation of Iran's
Alvand destroyer, missile-launching
warships, helicopters, landing craft,
special operation teams, and combat
speed-boats and vessels, among others.

They enacted different arrangement
scenarios and implemented offensive
formations to improve tactical coordi-
nation, increase joint command and

Indian Ocean

control capabilities, and practice rapid
response in operational conditions, the
report said.

It added that at this stage, the involved
units practiced various deployment
methods and combined maneuvers.

Hassan Magsoudlou, the drill's spo-
kesman, said the drill aims to improve
maritime security, expand cooperation
between the two countries' navies, and
improve coordination in joint opera-
tions, the semi-official Mehr news agency
reported Wednesday.

The joint drill was launched following
adrillby the IRGC in the Strait of Hormuz,
which involved a temporary closure of
the strategic waterway on Tuesday, and
amid heightened tensions between Iran
and the United States as well as a U.S.
military buildup in the region. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
44

SA> Iwasoffered .../ we were given ... etc.
Some verbs can have two objects. For example, give:
@ My grandfather gave me this watch.
object 1 object 2
It is possible to make two passive sentences:
@ 1was given this watch (by my grandfather). or
This watch was given to me (by my grandfather).
Other verbs which can have two objects are:
ask offer pay show tell
When we use these verbs in the passive, most often we begin with the person:
@ T've been offered the job, but I don’t think I want it. (= somebody has offered me the job)
@ You will be given plenty of time to decide. (= we will give you plenty of time)

@ 1didn’t see the original document, but I was shown a copy. (= somebody showed me a copy)
@ Tim has an easy job — he’s paid a lot of money to do very little. (= somebody pays him a lot)

I don’t like being ...
The passive of doing/seeing etc. is being done / being seen etc. Compare:
active:  Idon’t like people telling me what to do.
passive: Idon't like being told what to do.
@ Iremember being taken to the zoo when I was a child.
(= I remember somebody taking me to the zoo)
@ Steve hates being kept waiting. (= he hates people keeping him waiting)
@ We climbed over the wall without being seen. (= without anybody seeing us)

>Cc> Iwasborn ...
We say ‘I was born ...” (not I am born):
@ I was born in Chicago.
@ Where were you born? (not Where are you born?] past
but
@ How many babies are born every day? present
S>> get

You can use get for the passive:
@ There was a fight, but nobody got hurt. (= nobody was hurt)
@ I don’t get invited to many parties. (= I’'m not invited)
@ I'm surprised Liz didn’t get offered the job. (= Liz wasn’t offered the job)
We use get only when things happen. For example, you cannot use get in these sentences:
@ Jessica is liked by everybody. (not gets liked - this is not a ‘happening’)
@ Peter was a mystery man. Very little was known about him. (not got known)
We use get mainly in informal spoken English. You can use be in all situations.
We also use get in the following expressions (which are not passive in meaning):
get married, get divorced get dressed (= put on your clothes)
get lost (= not know where you are) ~ get changed (= change your clothes)

'Passive 1-2 —Units 42-43 Raymond Murphy
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