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Meeting on natural disaster management held
Rehabilitationtmustinclude assistance program: for victims

who died, injured-or lostproperty;

Senior'General Aung Hlaing addressesjth

Nay Pyi Taw September 17

A meeting on natural
disaster management was
held at State Administration
Council Chairman’s Office
this afternoon, participated
by Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing who gave nec-
essary guidance.

Present were Chairman of
National Disaster Manage-
ment Committee SAC Vice
Chairman Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win, Vice Chair 1 of the
committee Union Minister
for Home Affairs Lt-Gen Yar
Pyae, Chair 2 Union Minister
for Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Dr Soe Win,
union minister chairs of work
committees, members of Na-
tional Disaster Management
Committee, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chair, deputy min-
isters and officials. Region/
State chief ministers partici-
pated in the meeting through
video conferencing.

Occurrence of floods

In his keynote speech,
the Senior General said the
meeting was held to discuss
necessary points of natural
disaster management. Heavy
rains poured due to the re-
cent typhoon Yagi and a
depression formed in central
west and north-west Bay of
Bengal, causing damages
in Shan State, Nay Pyi Taw
Council Area, and some re-
gions and states. According
to news, Yagi was severe
when it crossed over Hainan
Island. According to pass
experiences, normally, Shan
State got rain two days after

B
-

L)

R
a storm entered Vietnam, but
no one expected that its de-
gree of intensity will reached
such a high level. When Yagi
started to make landfall in Vi-
etnam on 7 September, a low
depression area was formed
in the Bay of Bengal that led
to the occurrence of down-
pours in Shan State (South),
Nay Pyi Taw Council Area,
and some regions and states.
Warning was issued, but the
missed to forecast the degree
of rainfall in a short period.
Heavy rains triggered tum-
bling down mountain streams
that caused destruction along
their courses. Storm-hit areas
had never faced a terrible
situation to that degree in
the past 50 years. Rain was
heavier in the night and flash
downhill water cause large-
scale destruction.

Disaster reviewed, lessons
taken and preparation
made

Although a disaster can-
not be avoided, destruction
generated by it can be allevi-
ated and faster rehabilitation
can be carried out. The recent
disaster might be the most de-
structive force ever faced by
the central Myanmar. There
are many lessons to make
preparations in many areas.
Usages that are familiar with
public, rather than technical
terms must be used in issu-
ing natural disaster news and
forecast. They must be clear
and easy to understand and
follow. Only then will the
people be able to heed them.
The country got a lot of rain
in early, mid and late mon-
soon periods, increasing soil
dampness and weakening its

compaction. Hence, soft soil
encouraged landslides during
storm-carried rains and flash
floods. The Senior General
said while observing the situ-
ation from helicopter, he saw
landslides and collapsing
slopes caused by erosion in
Shan plateau and mountain
ranges coming down from
them which were the source
of the floods; trails of ero-
sion caused by the force of
tumbling mountain streams,
remaining silt and debris after
the floods retreated; large-
scale destruction of crops
and destruction of flooded
villages, which was a heart-
breaking view.

With regard to flooding,
timber was extracted from the
allowed blocks, and these ex-
tracted logs and pieces were
stockpiled. These logs floated
in the torrential rains, caus-
ing worse damage and loss.
As climatic conditions were
quicker than the expected,
causing much loss and dam-
age. Likewise, officials from
irrigations, roads and bridges
have to systematically cal-
culate maintenance of these
facilities. It is necessary to
take lessons from the heavy
rains and flooding which
triggered loss and damage
to bridges. So, they have
to consider endurance of
bridges in momentum of wa-
ter current. It is necessary to
review construction of long
approach roads with reducing
the length of bridge and its
spans in order to cut the costs.
Moreover, they have to take
strengthening of waterway
in water inlet channel and
outlet channel leading to the

E . e ey o
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bridges and other necessary
measures into consideration.
In the dams and embankment
sectors, silt gradually flows
into the dams causing silting
and raising the bed. Hence,
it is necessary to remove silt
from these facilities. Silting
in rivers and creeks causes
raising the bed levels, and
it is consequently occurring
overflow of water and flood-
ing. Gold panning and gem
stone mining in Ayeyawady,
Chindwin and Thanlwin riv-
ers lead to silting in the river
beds. Hence, it is necessary to
dredge silt in important parts
of rivers and creeks. Flooding
and inundation in urban and
rural areas are based on lack
of proper drainage system.
Hence, relevant ministries
have to improve drainage
system as well as maintain
the drainage system of roads,
bridges, dams and drains
yearly.
To carry out
rehabilitation measures

Aid must be allocated
for those who were dead and
injured, and those who lost
homes in rehabilitation. May
residential houses were lost
in flooding, and rehabilita-
tion must be turned to those
people who faced losses.
Arrangements must be made
for ensuring convenience of
people in relief camps in food
and accommodation.

At present, priority must
be given soonest to reopen
roads and bridges damaged in
flooding not to interrupt pub-
lic transport and commodity
flow. Moreover, it needs to
prioritize construction of
bailey bridges in the dam-

aged ones. Emphasis must be
placed on helping the people
gathered at the relief camps
for various reasons to their
natives. Cleaning up the de-
bris must be done at flooded
villages and wards. Rehabili-
tation tasks must be carried
out in townships, wards and

. villages. It is necessary to

send back the people from
relief camps to their native
areas as quickly as possible.
The government will provide
necessary monetary, heavy
machinery and materials for
carrying out rehabilitation
tasks.

The latest statistics in the
recent disasters stated that
a total of 226 people were
dead and 47 injured with 77
people missing in Nay Pyi
Taw Council Area, Kayah
State, Kayin State, Bago Re-
gion, Magway Region, Man-
dalay Region, Mon State,
Shan State and Ayeyawady
Region in addition to 12
people in floating. A total
of 1,915 residential houses
were totally damaged and
201 partially damaged with
158,343 houses flooded.
A total of 163,573 people
are accommodated at relief
camps and 234,525 people
are staying at houses of rela-
tives. Hence, officials need to
arrange resettlement of those
people in relevant villages.
The government will provide
aid to those flood-affected
people as much as possible
comprising instant noodle
and other foodstuffs.

The natural disaster trig-
gered by the recent storm is
a great lesson for Myanmar.
Relevant ministries, region
and state chief ministers,
Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and
Air) and military commands
are to harmoniously carry out
rescue, relief and rehabilita-
tion tasks.

Discussions of the Chair-
man of the National
Disaster Management
Committee

Then, the Chairman of
the National Disaster Man-
agement Committee Vice
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Deputy
Prime Minister discussed
heavy rains in nine regions

and states of Myanmar due
to impacts of the typhoon,
causing natural disasters,
heavy rains, flooding and
inundation, damage at roads,
bridges and embankments,
and landslides, dissemination
on dos and don’ts related to
weather to the people through
State-owned newspapers
and TV stations on time,
performing rescue and relief
for flood-affected people
in the natural disaster-hit
regions, distribution of relief
aid in time, opening of relief
camps, contribution of rice,
oil, salt, gram and fish-paste
to flood-affected people, sup-
ply of safe water, prevention
of diseases based on flood-
ing, healthcare services of
healthcare teams and mobile
medical teams, repairing of
damaged roads and bridges in
regions and states including
Nay Pyi Taw, and field trips
of teams to rehabilitate the
water-ebbed areas.

Reports of Vice-Chairs,
committee members and
officials of the National
Disaster Management
Committee

Afterwards, the Vice-
Chair-1 of the management
committee Union Minister
for Home Affairs and the
Vice-Chair-2 Union Minister
for Social Welfare, Reliefand
Resettlement and attendees
reported on formation of the
emergency response com-
mittee for flooding in regions
and states and opening of
relief camps, undertaking
of rehabilitation, rescue and
relief measures, clearing of
debris in townships, deaths
and injuries in regions and
states in flooding, sectoral
damage in the typhoon, dis-
tribution of rescue equipment
and rehabilitation materials
to the damaged areas, prepa-
rations to repair rural roads
and bridges, supply of elec-
tricity and safe water, plans
to remedy typhoon-affected
agriculture and livestock
sectors, damage and loss
in health sector, healthcare
services at affected areas
and relief camps, progress of
rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion in flood-battered regions
and states, See Page 13
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and loss and damage in
flooding and releasing
weather forecast in time to
the people.

The Chairman of Nay
Pyi Taw Council, Chief
Ministers of Regions and
States, who are members of
the National Natural Disas-
ter Management Committee,
reported on emergency res-
cue and relief operations for
flood-affected people across
various regions and states,
plans for rehabilitation ef-
forts in areas where water
has receded, and measures
to provide necessary support
and assistance. They also
discussed the conditions for
replanting crops that were
damaged.

Union Ministers present
sector-wise discussions

Following this, Union
Ministers and senior military
officials from the Office of

the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services discussed
the situation regarding dam-
age to railways and bridges
caused by flooding and the
ongoing plans for repairs,
the continuation of air travel
services, the transportation
and distribution of relief sup-
plies sent by the AHA Center
and India, the maintenance of
mobile communication tow-
ers, and efforts to disseminate
weather warnings to people
in disaster-prone areas via
short messages to mitigate
impacts. They also addressed
issues related to the national
disaster management fund,
international assistance, and
the transportation of relief
supplies by air and sea. They
reported on the restoration of
damaged dams, reservoirs,
and irrigation canals, meet-
ing with affected farmers
to facilitate replanting, and
the restoration of damaged

power lines and substations.
Additionally, they highlight-
ed the donations made to
flood-affected monasteries
and nunneries, the reopening
of temporarily closed basic
education schools in flood-
affected areas, and efforts to
provide books and writing
materials to affected students.
Finally, they discussed the
Tatmadaw’s involvement
in assisting rescue and re-
lief operations for people in
disaster-affected areas.
Further instructions
given
Regarding the clarifica-
tions presented, the Chair-
man of the State Administra-
tive Council instructed the
rescue teams to promptly
remove any obstacles af-
fecting transportation dur-
ing cleanup operations. He
emphasized the need for sys-
tematic management of do-
nated funds by the commit-

tee, and that only hygienic
food donations should be ac-
cepted. Damaged roads and
bridges should be repaired
and reconstructed prompt-
ly to ensure uninterrupted
transportation. Additionally,
weather reports should be
clearly and quickly commu-
nicated to the public for easy
understanding. At the timber
ports, where logs cut for
production are still present,
these logs have been swept
away by the flowing water,
causing damage. Therefore,
it is necessary to transport all
cut timber to the designated
timber depot areas before
the rainy season to prevent
any remaining timber in the
forests. Furthermore, it is es-
sential to prevent illegal log-
ging through collaborative
efforts. There is also a risk
that stones from the quarries
have been swept away by
the water flow, indicating

potential danger. To mitigate
the impact of natural disas-
ters, all activities must be
conducted in anticipation of
such hazards. Additionally,
the damaged crops should be
replanted systematically. To
achieve this, plans must be
made to provide necessary
agricultural support funds
and loans. The repair of rail-
way lines is also necessary to
ensure smooth and efficient
commodity flows.

Efforts needed to restore
the situation to normal as
soon as possible

After that, in his con-
cluding remarks, the Senior
General stated that on Oc-
tober 1, the process of con-
ducting the population and
housing census would com-
mence. Therefore, citizens
in rescue camps should be
returned to their respective
homes as quickly as pos-
sible. Regarding rescue and

relief efforts, the aim should
be to complete them in the
shortest time, with a maxi-
mum period of six months,
prioritizing areas with the
most significant damage.
Schools that have been
closed should be reopened
promptly, and additional
classes should be provided
to ensure no learning gaps.
If the school closure days
are excessive, plans should
be made to provide summer
classes to compensate. It is
also necessary to save as
much as possible concern-
ing education matters. To-
day’s presentation should be
compiled into a checklist to
monitor completed tasks and
identify pending activities,
ensuring that responsible
parties continuously review
and report on progress. The
main goal is to restore the
situation to normalcy as
quickly as possible. 100

More than 2,000 local and foreign
travellers visit Bagan Archaeological
Museum in August

T )

{BaganfArchaeologicaljViuseum?

Bagan September 17

More than 2,000 local
and foreign travellers vis-
ited the Bagan Archaeologi-

cal Museum in NyaungU
Township of Mandalay Re-
gion in August, Daw Khet
Khet Hla, Deputy Director

of the museum said.

A total of 1,999 local
travellers plus 28 foreign
travellers visited the mu-

seum, and those foreign-
ers came from China and
Korea.

Daw Khet Khet Hla said:
“The museum is formed
with 20 booths. At present,
the museum arranges ob-
servation of guests through
digital technology.”

The museum is open
from 9.30 am to 4.30 pm
daily except office holidays
and Monday. Admission
is set at K1,000 per local
travellers and K10,000 per
foreigner with exclusion of
children, students and mem-
bers of the Sangha.

More than 83,000 travel-
lers visited the museum in
2022-23 financial year with
328 foreign travellers com-
pared to more than 94,000
travellers in 2023-24 FY
with 656 foreigners.

ASH

Suspect in Trump
assassination attempt
faces 2 federal gun
charges

Washington September 17

The man who appeared to
have attempted to assassinate
former President Donald
Trump faces two federal gun
charges in Florida, accord-
ing to documents released
Monday.

Ryan Wesley Routh, 58,
has been charged with pos-
sessing a firearm as a felon
and possessing a firearm with
an obliterated serial number.

The suspect was arrested
on Sunday after a Secret
Service agent spotted a rifle
barrel sticking out of a fence
at Trump International Golf
Club in South Florida and
"engaged" with him.

Routh was about 300 to
500 yards (274.3-457.2 me-
ters) from Trump, who was
moving between holes five
and six at his golf course with
a donor when gunshots went

off. Trump was unharmed.

At a news conference on
Monday, Ronald Rowe, the
acting Secret Service direc-
tor, told reporters that the
man "did not have Trump in
his sight line," and did not
fire or get off any shots at
the agents.

Court records reveal that
the cellphone of the suspect
was located near the golf
course where the incident
occurred for nearly 12 hours.

The suspect was listed as
the author of a self-published
2023 book -- "Ukraine's Un-
winnable War" -- in which he
referred to the Jan. 6, 2021
Capitol riot as a "catastrophe"
perpetrated by Trump and his
undemocratic posse, accord-
ing to a report by NPR. He
also told readers that they
were "free to assassinate
Trump." Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic:Notice for Eliminationt of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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