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KIA and PDF combined terrorists brutally attack ATR-72-600
passenger aircraft of MINA preparing to depart from Myitkyina
Airport for Mandalay with FPV suicide drones

blned terrorlsts’usmg FPV suicide drones

Nay Pyi Taw February 20

KIA and PDF terrorist
combined groups, with the
intention of undermining re-
gional development, disrupt-
ing the government’s admin-
istrative mechanisms, and
destabilizing local peace and
security, have been recklessly

carrying out destructive acts.
These include planting mines
and blowing up infrastruc-
ture such as roads, bridg-
es, schools, and hospitals;
launching long-range rocket
attacks; and using drones to
drop bombs in brutal assaults.
On 12 February, they com-

mitted an attack on the airport
in Myitkyina, Kachin State,
using FPV suicide drones.
While such terrorist acts
continue, at around 8:12 pm
on 20 February, KIA and PDF
terrorist combined groups
carried out another attack. An
ATR-72-600 passenger air-

craft operated by Myanmar
National Airlines (MNA),
which plays a vital role in
facilitating civilian travel
and the swift flow of goods
unrelated to military affairs,
was at Myitkyina Airport pre-
paring to depart for Mandalay
after boarding passengers.

At that time, KIA and PDF
terrorist combined groups
launched a malicious attack
using FPV suicide drones
with the intent to cause death
and injuries among civilian
passengers.

In the incident, the air-
craft sustained minor damage

after being struck by bomb
fragments on the nose sec-
tion, the mid-fuselage, and
the tail. Security personnel
promptly carried out neces-
sary evacuations to safe areas
and conducted assistance and
rescue operations. There
were no injuries or fatalities
among passengers or Crew
members in the incident.
The deliberate attack on
a civilian airline that sig-
nificantly supports public
transport and the swift flow
of commodities unrelated
to military affairs consti-
tutes a war crime under the
Geneva Conventions and
international law. Hence, not
only local residents but also
people across the country
have strongly condemned
and denounced these terror-
ist acts with revulsion. Se-
curity forces are continuing
to carry out necessary area
security operations and will
undertake effective and firm

countermeasures. 100

Sunflower planted on more than 16,000
acres of croplands in Mingin Township

Mingin February 20

Local farmers cultivated
16,337 acres of sunflower in
Mingin Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the township department
of Agriculture.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season in
Mingin Township, a total of
16,335 acres of sunflower
were targeted for cultivation.
Planting began in October
2025, and to date, 16,337

acres have been successfully
cultivated.

“In Mingin Township,
we targeted 16,335 acres of
sunflower during the winter
cropping season and have
cultivated 16,337 acres. To
reduce reliance on imported
palm oil, we are expanding
the cultivation of oilseed
crops such as sunflower.
Sunflower, as an oilseed
crop, yields more oil per
acre compared to groundnut

and sesame. Sunflower is
cultivated only during the
said Daw

’

winter season,
Hayman Kyaw Win, Head
of the Township Department
of Agriculture in Mingin
Township.

To promote expanded
sunflower cultivation in
Mingin Township, the Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture has been accelerating
agricultural training pro-
grams and enhancing the

capacity of both staff and
sunflower-growing farmers
through intensified training
activities.

Arrangements are also
being made to supply seeds
to farmers cultivating sun-
flower, to sell urea ferti-
lizer at affordable prices,
and to distribute produced
sunflower seeds through
farmer-to-farmer exchange
systems.

206

Iranian FM discusses indirect U.S. talks
with Egyptian, Russian counterparts

Tehran February 20

Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi on
Friday held separate phone
calls with his Egyptian and
Russian counterparts over
the latest developments
regarding indirect nuclear
talks between Iran and the
United States.

In his conversation with
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Badr Abdelatty, Araghchi

highlighted efforts to pre-
pare a draft for the nego-
tiations based on mutual
respect and interests regard-
ing the second round of talks
with Washington, which was
held in Geneva on Tuesday,
said the Iranian Foreign
Ministry.

Abdelatty, for his part,
welcomed the ongoing dip-
lomatic process between
Iran and the United States,

urging that the consultations
continue to achieve an "ac-
ceptable" framework for the
involved parties.
Separately, Araghchi and
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov discussed
"the current situation with
the Iranian nuclear program,
including with due regard
for the outcome of the in-
direct U.S.-Iranian contacts

held in Geneva," accord-

ing to the Russian Foreign
Ministry.

Lavrov reaffirmed Rus-
sia's support for the nego-
tiation process aimed at
"finding equitable political
and diplomatic solutions
based on respect for Iran's
legitimate rights, in accord-
ance with the principles
of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty."

Xinhua

Japan's core consumer
prices rise 2.0 pct on
year in January

Tokyo February 20

Japan's core consumer
prices in January increased
2.0 percent from a year ear-
lier, marking a two-year low
and matching the central
bank's inflation target, gov-
ernment data showed Friday.

The increase in the core
consumer price index (CPI),
excluding volatile fresh food
costs, slowed from a 2.4
percent gain in December,
according to the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Com-
munications.

The deceleration was
largely due to the effect of
fuel subsidies, the abolition

AVablrSrp L L)

of a provisional gasoline tax
and the base effect of last
year's surge in food prices,
the data showed.

Core-core CPI, which
strips away both energy and
fresh food to reflect underly-
ing price trends, increased
2.6 percent year-on-year in
January.

Food prices, excluding
fresh items, rose 6.2 percent
in January, slowing from a
6.7 percent growth in the
previous month, while en-
ergy costs fell 5.2 percent
after a drop of 3.1 percent in
December.

Xinhua
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Rainfed paddy harvested in
KhinU Township

')

KhinU February 20

Statistics of KhinU Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers har-
vested all sown acreage of
rainfed in KhinU Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

In KhinU Township,
98,799 acres of rainfed paddy
were cultivated during the
monsoon cropping season.

Harvesting of the cultivated
monsoon paddy began in
November 2025, and as of
today, harvesting has been
completed on 100 per cent
of the acreage, with an aver-
age yield of 81.55 baskets
per acre.

“In KhinU Township, a
total 0f 98,799 acres of mon-
soon paddy were cultivated.

i

At present, harvesting has
been completed on all acres.
Necessary agricultural tech-
niques and quality seeds were
provided for monsoon paddy
cultivation. Field visits were
also carried out to help farm-
ers plant their crops on time,”
said U Nay Win Naing, Head
of the Township Department
of Agriculture in KhinU.

It is reported that in order
to ensure systematic culti-
vation of monsoon paddy
without difficulties during the
monsoon season, the Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture and local farmers worked
together in cooperation.

In KhinU Township,
monsoon paddy farmers were
provided with agricultural
technical assistance, pest
prevention and control edu-
cation, awareness on prevent-
ing crop losses, and guidance
to ensure harvested paddy

i was transported under shelter

in a timely manner.

To achieve successful
cultivation and good yields
from the monsoon paddy
fields in KhinU Township,
staff from the Township De-
partment of Agriculture have
been conducting field-level
support activities, includ-
ing selecting high-quality
and pure seed varieties, pest
surveillance, harrowing and
weeding, rogueing of off-
type plants, and systematic
application of fertilizers. 206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Notice

More than 1,000 acres of sweet corn planted
in Kyunhla Township

Kyunhla February 20

According to the township
Agriculture Department, lo-
cal farmers grew 1,338 acres
of sweet corns in Kyunhla
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season in
Kyunhla Township, a total of
1,337 acres of sweet corn were
targeted for cultivation. Plant-
ing began in October 2025, and

to date, 1,338 acres have been
successfully cultivated,.

“In Kyunhla Township,
we targeted 1,337 acres of
sweet corn during the winter
cropping season and have
completed cultivation on 1,338
acres. To ensure successful
crop growth, we are provid-
ing awareness and educational
support, including measures to
prevent pest and disease infes-
tation. Sweet corn cultivation

has been increasing year by
year,” said Daw Myint Myint
Yi, Head of the Township
Department of Agriculture in
Kyunhla Township.

In Kyunhla Township,
the Township Department of
Agriculture has been providing
training sessions and conduct-
ing field demonstrations for
sweet corn farmers. Awareness
activities are also being carried
out on preventive measures

against fall armyworm, the
use of neem-based pesticides
under an integrated crop pro-
tection system, and the ap-
plication of ginger- and chili-
based pest control methods,
along with other agricultural
technical guidance.

In sweet corn cultivation,
yields reach about 15,000 ears
per acre, with cultivation costs
exceeding K500,000 per acre.

206

Farmers harvest all rainfed paddy
in Monywa Township

Monywa February 20

Monywa Township De-
partment of Agriculture men-
tioned that local farmers have
harvested all sown acreag of
rainfed paddy in Monywa
Township of Sagaing Region.

They planted 4,008 acres
of rainfed paddy in Monywa
Township. Starting from No-
vember 2025, they harvested
the crops and so far, they
have harvested all sown acre-
age of paddy, yielding 85.44
baskets per acre.

“In Monywa Township, a

total of 4,008 acres of rainfed
paddy were cultivated. At
present, harvesting has been
completed on 100 percent
of the cultivated acreage.
Necessary agricultural tech-
niques and quality seeds were
provided for monsoon paddy
cultivation. Field visits were
also carried out to help farm-
ers plant their crops on time,”
said U Soe Thet Aung, Head
of the Township Department
of Agriculture in Monywa
Township.

It is reported that during

the monsoon cropping season
in Monywa Township, the
Township Department of
Agriculture and local farmers
cooperated to ensure system-
atic cultivation of monsoon
paddy without difficulties.
Monsoon paddy farm-
ers in the township were
provided with agricultural
technical assistance, pest
prevention and control edu-
cation, awareness to prevent
crop losses, and guidance to
ensure harvested paddy was
transported under shelter in a

timely manner.

To achieve successful
cultivation and good yields
from the monsoon paddy
fields in Monywa Township,
staff from the Township De-
partment of Agriculture have

been conducting field-level | &8

support activities, includ-

ing selecting high-quality |

and pure seed varieties, pest

surveillance, harrowing and | 2

weeding, rogueing of off-type
plants, and systematic appli-
cation of fertilizers.

206

Pantanaw Township
supplies large volume
of taro to Yangon
market in Jan

Pantanaw February 20

Local businesspersons
from Pantanaw Township
of Ayeyawady Region sent a
large volume of taro to Yan-
gon market in January, said
Daw Aye Maw, the owner
of green grocery trader in
Pantanaw Township.

They could sent 50,000
viss of taro to Yangon in De-
cember 2025, compared to
66,000 viss in January 2026.

“Over the past month,
up to 66,000 viss of taro
have been shipped and sold
to the Yangon market. The
taro exported from Pantanaw
Township is of good quality.
From Pantanaw, we mainly
send agricultural products

to the Yangon market. As
buyers in Yangon are pur-
chasing large quantities of
taro produced in our region,
shipments have increased.
These are locally grown
taro cultivated by farmers

i}

from this area,” said Daw
Aye Maw.

It is reported that during
the past month, taro exported
from Pantanaw Township to
the Yangon market has been
priced at up to K72,000
per 10 viss. As sales of
taro have improved, farm-
ers, traders, cargo handlers,
and freight vehicle rental
operators are gaining job
opportunities.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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