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More travellers flock to Myit Kanggyi Village for authentic village-based

tourism experience

MANDALAY December 17

Myit Kanggyi Village, which
has developed village-based
tourism, has seen alarge number
of domesticand foreign travellers
visiting it, said U Maung Maung
Lay, the leader of the Irrawaddy
Dolphin Conservation Group.

Among the villages that have
developed tourism, Myit Kan-
ggyi Village in Singu Township,
Mandalay Region is one of the
villages that are currently att-
racting travellers.

"Now, tourists visiting Myit
Kanggyi Village also visit the
Irrawaddy Dolphins that live
and graze in Singu Township,"
he continued.

In the first week of February,
only over 100 travellers visited
Myit Kanggyi Village in Singu
Township daily, but since the
second week of February, the
number of local travellers has
increased to over 200 per day.

"Village-based tourism is
developed in Sin Kyun Village,
Aye Kyun Village, Myey Kyun
Village, and Sein Pang Gone
Village in Madaya Township,
and in Myit Kanggyi Village
and Sae Thae Village in Singu
Township, Mandalay Region and
in Ywar Thit Village, Tagaung
Village, and Shein Makar Village
in Wetlet Township, Sagaing
Region," he continued. SK

N

Coffee plantation of
Taninthayi reaches over

TANINTHAYI December 17

According to the regional
Department of Agriculture, a
total of 1,874 acres of lowland
coffee (Robusta) that is marke-
table in international markets
were added this year in Tanin-
thayi Region.

The coffee plantation acres
reached 3,022 in the 2024-2025
financial year, up from 1,148
acres in the 2023-2024 FY. Coffee
plantations cover 470 acres in
Dawei District, 1,200 in Myeik,
845 in Bokpyin and 507 in Kaw-
thoung. As of November, 53
acres can be harvested, with an
estimated production of 6,760
visses (127 visses per acre).
Last year’s output was 43,386
viss from 290 acres.

3,000 acres in this FY
R & .

.

: : ¢ e ‘.?z_

Robusta thrives in regions
around the equator so it is sui-
table for Taninthayi Region.
They can be harvested during
four to five years of cultivation.
The harvest season is from De-
cember to January. Myanmar
exports coffee beans to foreign
markets,” said an official of
the department.

Coffee is grown between pe-
rennial crops (rubber and betel
plants) under an intercropping
system. The department provi-
des seedlings and technical
assistance to growers to help
increase their income, create
jobs for locals and enhance the
socio-economic status of the
community.

SK

Shwebo District completes harvesting of
more than 1,000 acres of sunflower

SHWEBO December 17

Local farmers are reaping
1,074 acres of sunflowers in
Shwebo District of Sagaing
Region, according to the stati-
stics of Shwebo District Agri-
culture Department.

The district has planted 1,117
acres of sunflower in monsoon
of this year. Starting from Au-
gust 2024, they harvest sunflo-
wer, and so far, they have reaped
1,074 acres of sunflower, yielding
24.09 baskets per acre.

Daw Zar Zar Min, Assistant

Director of Shwebo District
Agriculture Department, dis-
closed: “Shwebo District could
plant 1,117 acres of sunflowers
as monsoon crops this year.
Now, farmers are harvesting
these plantations. Now, they
have harvested 1,074 acres of
sunflower. Cultivation of sun-
flower aims to reduce import
of palm oil abroad. Sunflower
can yield larger volume of oil
than groundnut and sesame.”

In Shwebo District, Shwebo
Township harvested 53 acres

of sunflower, KhinU Township
784 acres, Wetlet Township
201 acres and Kyaukmyaung
36 acres, totalling 1,074.

Relevant Township Agricul-
ture Departments conduct
farmer awareness for enhance-
ment of capacity of local far-
mers and agricultural staff to
grow sunflowers in the respe-
ctive townships.

This year, local authorities
arrange supply of quality sun-
flower seeds and urea fertilizers
to local farmers. SMK

Local farmers complete harvest of groundnut

in Katha District

KATHA December 17

A total of 594 acres of groun-
dnut has been harvested in
Katha District of Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the statistics
of Katha District Agriculture
Department.

In 2024-2025 monsoon season,
local farmers planted 744 acres
of groundnut in Katha District.
They started harvest of groun-
dnut in August and so far have
harvested 594 acres of groun-
dnut plantations. It yielded 42.38
baskets of groundnut per acre.

U Myint Soe, Head of District

Agriculture Department com-
mented: “This year, Katha Dis-
trict could grow 744 acres of
groundnut. Now, local farmers
are harvesting groundnut plan-
tations. So far, they have har-
vested 594 acres of crops. Oil
crops are thriving in the district.
Sown acreage of groundnut is
on the rise yearly.”

In Katha District, Katha To-
wnship harvested 184 acres of
groundnut, Htigyaing Town-
ship 32 acres and Bamauk Town-
ship, 378 acres, totalling 594.

Farmers need to use 1.5 ba-

skets of quality seeds per acre
for growing groundnut and
they have to spend more than
Ks-200,000 per acre for quality
seeds of groundnut, labour
charge, fertilizers and pesti-
cides. The crop canyield more
than 40 baskets per acre.
This year, officials of the re-
levant Township Agriculture
Department help local farmers
nurture groundnut plants for
thriving, prevent pests and weed
crop plantation for increased
per-acre yield.
SMK
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Kanbalu Township finishes cultivation of more than 30,000 acres
of black bean in cold season

KANBALU December 17

Statistics of Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 31,222 acres
of black gram has been plan-
ted in Kanbalu Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

In 2024-2025 cold season, the
township authorities earmark-

ed 38,437 acres of black gram
but local farmers started culti-
vation of crops in October this
year. They have planted 31,222
acres of black gram against the
target cultivation.

U Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment clarified: “Officials of the

township set a plan to grow
more than 38,000 acres of black
gram this year. Local farmers
so far have planted over 31,000
acres of crops. Our department
assists in growing black gram
in the township to meet the
target cultivation. Moreover, we
help local farmers use agricul-

tural techniques and prevent
pests.”

This year, officials of the
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment raise farmer awareness
of growing black gram with
use of quality strains of crops,
correct agricultural techniques,
prevention of pests, systematic

broadcasting of fertilizers to
increase per-acre yield of crops.
Official of the Township Agri-
culture Department cooperate
with local farmers to work in
concert for increasing per-acre
yield of crops with post-harvest

technology.
SK

More than
1,000 acres
of vegetables
cultivated
in YeU
Township

YEU December 17

YeU Township Agriculture
Department stated that local
farmers have planted 1,560
acres of vegetables as cold sea-
son crops this year in YeU To-
wnship of Sagaing Region.

In 2024-2025 cold season,
local authorities earmarked
4,044 acres of vegetables in YeU
Township, 1,560 acres of which
has been planted in the crop-
lands.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment explained: “Town-
ship authorities earmarked cul-
tivation of more than 4,000 acres
of vegetables in YeU Township
this cold season but local far-
mers have so far planted more
than 1,000 acres of crops. They
grow mustard, chilli, spicy, po-
tato, eggplant, cabbage, cauli-
flower and other crops. We help
local farmers use GAP system
for cultivation of crops so as to
produce healthy crops with least
chemical residues.”

This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department conduc-
ted the training course for en-
hancement of capacity of local
farmers and agricultural staff
to grow vegetables success-
fully and to produce healthy
crops with expansion of sown
acreage.

SMK

Tomato from Shan State marketable in the

NYAUNGSHWE December 17

Price of Myanmar sour to-
mato produced from central
Inle in Shan State’s Nyaung-

AN : ) SN
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the trade has increased in the
meantime.
Atpresent, the tomato’s farm

price has declined nearly half
and the demand has been on
the rise.

“Currently, the Myanmar sour
tomato price has climbed down.
So, brokers have made repea-
ted purchases and the demand
has been on the rise. Price per
viss was Ks-6,000 a month ago
but dropped nearly half now,”
said Ko Zaw Nyi Nyi Aung, a
tomato farmer from central
Inle in Nyaungshwe Township.

Due to the weather; just one
third of tomato plantations
could make this year and the
yield declined. It will need to

wait and see the price over
next months, he said.

“This year’s production wasn’t
good due to the weather. High
rainfalls hindered plants from
producing blossoms, just one
third of plantations could pro-
duce fruits. Brokers come to
farms to purchase and then
transport to Nyaungshwe, from
there, tomatoes are distribu-
ted to other regions and states.
It is uncertain to say about the
tomato price so we will need to
wait and see over next months,”
he said.

SMK

More than 60,000 viss of broiler sent to Yangon

market

PANTANAW December 17

Businesspersons from Pan-
tanaw Township of Ayeyawady
Region supplied 68,000 viss
of broilers to Yangon market,
said Daw Nyo Nyo, the owner of
livestock breeding product
wholesale centre in Pantanaw
Township.

They sent 45,000 viss of broiler
to Yangon market in September
but 68,000 viss in November.
Merchants purchase domestic
broilers in Pantanaw Township
and sell it to Yangon market.

Daw Nyo Nyo commented:

“Merchants sell live broilers to
Yangon market. In this regard,
they sent broilers weighing
68,000 viss to Yangon in October
alone. They could send more
weight of chicken and having
higher prices. So, local merc-
hants dispatch broilers to Yan-
gon by trucks. Due to high de-
mand and prices, local poultry
farmers are convenient in their
livelihoods.”

Local farmers are engaging
inbroiler farming in addition to
other livestock farming tasks.
Broilers from the township flow

into Yangon market. So, those
in the livestock and production

chains can earn increased
incomes. SK

Ayadaw Township grows over 1,000 acres of winter sunflowers

AYADAW December 17

A total of 1,180 acres of sun-
flowers have been planted at the
time of winter crops planting
season in Ayadaw Township,
Monywa District, Sagaing Re-
gion, according to statistics from
Department of Agriculture for
Monywa District.

During the 2024-2025 winter
crops planting season, 2,725
acres of winter sunflowers
are planned to be planted in
Ayadaw Township, and since
October this year, 1,180 acres
have been planted.

“We are working to reach the
target area. In order to reduce

the amount of palm oil imported
from abroad, we are expanding
the cultivation of sunflower,
which is an oilseed crop. The oil
production of sunflower, which
is an oilseed crop, is more than
that of peanuts and sesame.
They only plant sunflower in
the winter,” said Daw San San

Myint, head of the Department
of Agriculture for Monywa
District.

Itis reported that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture of the town-
ship is speeding up the educa-
tional courses in order to ex-
pand the cultivation of sunflo-
wer in Ayadaw Township. SK
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Multiple airline services impacted after massive earthquake

hits Vanuatu

SYDNEY December 17

Multiple airlines have had to
cancel or divert their scheduled
flights to and from Vanuatu
after a massive earthquake
struck its capital city Port Vila
on Tuesday.

A'7.3-magnitude earthquake
struck Port Vila on Tuesday,
causing "considerable damage"
to some buildings, including
a shared diplomatic mission,
and at least one person was
reported dead.

Australia's national airline
Qantas diverted a flight bound
for Port Vila from Brisbane,
instead sending it on a return
trip to New Caledonia's capital

of Noumea, said the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation(ABC).

The airline said on its website
that due to an earthquake near
Port Vila, it is currently assess-
ing its operations and will pro-
vide a further update as soon
as possible.

"Due to earthquake activity
in Vanuatu and reports of possi-
ble damage to Port Vila Airport
infrastructure, our return flight
between Sydney and Port Vila
will not operate on Wednesday
(December 18,2024)," said Au-
stralia's Jetstar on its website.

Virgin Australia has also can-
celled its flights scheduled to
and from Port Vila on Tuesday

B

and Wednesday in accordance
with the flight information
shown on its website. It says
guests booked to fly to and from
Vanuatu on Tuesday and in the
coming days should closely
monitor their flight informa-

tion.
Fiji Airways had to turn a
flight around in mid-air because
its pilot was unable to contact
Port Vila's airport to land, said

the ABC.
Xinhua

China eases visa-free transit rules to boost
openness, int’l exchanges

BEIJING December 17

China announced on Tuesday
a significant relaxation of its
visa-free transit policy, aiming
to further boost international
openness and people-to-people
exchanges.

The National Immigration
Administration (NIA) said the
permitted stay for eligible for-
eign travelers has been exten-
ded from the previous 72 and 144
hours to 240 hours, or 10 days.

The move, effective imme-
diately, also includes a substan-

tial expansion of designated
ports and travel regions, enha-
ncing flexibility for international
visitors.

Under the updated policy,
eligible citizens from 54 coun-
tries, including Russia, Brazil,
Britain, the United States, and
Canada, can enter China visa-
free when transiting to a third
country or region.

These travelers can now enter
through any of the 60 ports
across 24 provinces, regions,
and municipalities -- up from

39 ports in 19 provincial-level
regions -- and stay within the
designated areas for up to 240
hours.

"Compared with the previous
72- and 144-hour visa-free transit
policies, a notable feature of
the policy adjustment is the
introduction of cross-regional
travel, allowing foreign visitors
to move freely across the de-
signated areas of 24 specified
provincial-level regions," said
Liu Jia, deputy director-general
of the Department of Foreigner

Management under the NIA.

Liu added that the updated
policy allows foreign travelers
to better plan their itineraries
and arrange flexible travel ro-
utes, enabling multi-destination
tourism and business activities
across various regions.

The new measures have
already garnered interest from
international travelers. Just
about one hour after the anno-
uncement, Luke Paul De Mena,
an American tourist, inquired
about the new 240-hour visa-free
procedures at Wuhan Tianhe
International Airport in central
China's Hubei Province.

Xinhua

Israel to impose military rule on Gaza after war

JERUSALEM December 17

Israeli Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said on Tuesday that
his country will continue to rule
over Gaza militarily after the
ongoing war.

Katz said on social media
X that once Israel defeats
Hamas's military power and
ruling power in Gaza, Israel

will control security in Gaza
"with full freedom to act," just
as in the West Bank.

"We will not allow any terr-
orist activity against Israeli
communities and citizens from
Gaza. We will not allow a return
to the reality before October
7," he said.

Xinhua

Over 200 volunteers feared missing in Cyclone Chido-stricken Mayotte: IFRC

GENEVA December 17

The International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) expressed
concern on Tuesday over the
fate of more than 200 of its vol-
unteers feared missing on
Mayotte, a French Indian Ocean
territory, after Cyclone Chido
devastated the islands.

"Winds of up to 220 km/h ca-

used by Cyclone Chido have
devastated the French over-
seas territory of Mayotte. It's
feared that more than 200 ...
volunteers are missing," IFRC
said on X.

Cyclone Chido, which slam-
med into the island of Mayotte
on Saturday, has killed at least
14 people and caused immense
damage to the island, French

media reported Sunday.

IFRC spokesman Tommaso
Della Longa expressed deep
concern over the large number
of people still unaccounted
for following Cyclone Chido's
devastation of Mayotte.

In a television interview, he
revealed that over 200 volun-
teers from the French Red
Cross are among the missing,

with no communication es-
tablished since the cyclone
struck.

He added that French Red
Cross teams had already been
deployed, along with humani-
tarian aid, in preparation for
the disaster, arriving on the
islands the week before the
cyclone made landfall.

Xinhua

Cyclone
Chido kills 7,
impacts
nearly 35,000
in Malawi

LILONGWE December 17

The death toll from Tropical
Cyclone Chido's remnants in
Malawi rose to seven, with ne-
arly 35,000 people stranded,
the country's Department of
Disaster Management Affairs
(DoDMA) said Tuesday.

DoDMA Commissioner Ch-
arles Kalemba said in a state-
ment that a total of seven deaths
have been recorded in five dis-
tricts, while approximately
34,741 people from 7,721 house-
holds have been affected, mar-
king a sharp rise from Mon-
day's report of 1,800 affected
families.

According to the statement,
the department also registered
16 injuries, and at least 20 coun-
cils in the southern and central
regions, including the national
capital of Lilongwe, have ex-
perienced "mild to severe da-
mages."

The cyclone left a trail of de-
struction as it blew off roofs
of dwelling houses and public
infrastructure on the way.

The Malawian government,
through the DoDMA, Malawi
Red Cross Society and other
agencies, has deployed standby
resources for search and rescue
exercises. Schools in southern
Malawi, which were suspended
Monday, reopened Tuesday
after the authorities decided
that it was safe to do so.

The Department of Climate
Change and Meteorological
Services said in a statement
on Monday that Cyclone Chido,
which made its landfall in
neighboring Mozambique on
Sunday, has exited Malawi
and is no longer a threat to the
southern African country.

The DoDMA has since deco-
mmissioned the search and re-
scue operations teams, which
were earlier deployed to risk
areas in anticipation of emer-
gency in the wake of Cyclone
Chido. Xinhua



w | 18-12-2024

Statement & Youth 21

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Existing EV batteries may last up to 40 percent longer than expected

Consumers’ real-world stop-and-go
driving of electric vehicles benefits
batteries more than the steady use
simulated in almost all laboratory tests
of new battery designs, Stanford-SLAC
study finds.

The batteries of electric vehicles sub-
ject to the normal use of real-world
drivers - like heavy traffic, long highway
trips, short city trips, and mostly being
parked - could last about a third longer
than researchers have generally fore-
cast, according to a new study by scien-
tists working in the SLAC-Stanford
Battery Center; a joint center between
Stanford University’s Precourt Institute
for Energy and SLAC National Accele-
rator Laboratory. This suggests that the
owner of a typical EV may not need to
replace the expensive battery pack or buy
anew car for several additional years.

Almost always, battery scientists and
engineers have tested the cycle lives
of new battery designs in laboratories
using a constant rate of discharge follo-
wed by recharging. They repeat this
cycle rapidly many times to learn quickly
if a new design is good or not for life
expectancy, among other qualities.

This is not a good way to predict the life
expectancy of EV batteries, especially
for people who own EVs for everyday
commuting, according to the study pub-
lished December 9 in Nature Energy.
While battery prices have plummeted
about 90 percent over the past 15 years,

i —_—

batteries still account for almost a third
of the price of a new EV. So, current and
future EV commuters may be happy to
learn that many extra miles await them.

“We’ve not been testing EV batteries
the right way,” said Simona Onori, senior
author and an associate professor of
energy science and engineering in the
Stanford Doerr School of Sustainability.
“To our surprise, real driving with fre-
quent acceleration, braking that charges
the batteries a bit, stopping to pop into
a store, and letting the batteries rest
for hours at a time, helps batteries last
longer than we had thought based on
industry standard lab tests.”

A pleasant surprise

The researchers designed four types
of EV discharge profiles, from the stan-
dard constant discharge to dynamic
discharging based on real driving data.
The research team tested 92 comme-
rcial lithium-ion batteries for more than
two years across the discharge profiles.
In the end, the more realistically the
profiles reflected actual driving behavior,
the higher EV life expectancy climbed.

Several factors contribute to the un-
expected longevity, the study finds. A
machine learning algorithm trained on
all the data the team collected helped
tease out the impacts of dynamic dis-
charge profiles on battery degradation.

For example, the study showed a
correlation between sharp, short EV
accelerations and slower degradation.

This was contrary to long-held assump-
tions of battery researchers, including
this study’s team, that acceleration
peaks are bad for EV batteries. Pressing
the pedal with your foot hard does not
speed up aging. If anything, it slows it
down, explained Alexis Geslin, one of
three lead authors of the study and a
PhD student in materials science and
engineering and in computer science
in Stanford’s School of Engineering.
Two ways to age

The research team also looked for
differences in battery aging due to
many charge-discharge cycles versus
battery aging that just comes with time.
Your batteries at home that have been
sitting unused in a drawer for years will
not operate as well as when you bought
them, if they work at all.

“We battery engineers have assumed
that cycle aging is much more important
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than time-induced aging. That’s mostly
true for commercial EVs like buses and
delivery vans that are almost always
either in use or being recharged,” said
Geslin. “For consumers using their EVs
to get to work, pick up their kids, go to
the grocery store, but mostly not using
them or even charging them, time beco-
mes the predominant cause of aging
over cycling.”

The study identifies an average dis-
charge rate sweet spot for balancing
time aging and cycle aging, at least for

the commercial battery they tested.
Luckily, that window is in the range of
realistic consumer EV driving. Carma-
kers could update their EV battery ma-
nagement software to take advantage
of the new findings and to maximize
battery longevity under real-world
conditions.
Looking ahead

“Going forward, evaluating new
battery chemistries and designs with
realistic demand profiles will be really
important,” said energy science and
engineering postdoctoral scholar Le
Xu. “Researchers can now revisit
presumed aging mechanisms at the
chemistry, materials, and cell levels to
deepen their understanding. This will
facilitate the development of advanced
control algorithms that optimize the
use of existing commercial battery
architectures.”
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The implications extend beyond ba-
tteries, the study suggests. Scientists
and engineers could apply the principles
to other energy storage applications, as
well as to other materials and devices
in physical sciences in which aging is
crucial, like plastics, glasses, solar cells,
and some biomaterials used in implants.

“This work highlights the power of
integrating multiple areas of expertise
- from materials science, control, and
modeling to machine learning - to ad-
vance innovation,” Onori said. SR
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