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Farmers finish harvest of plgeon pea 1n Kyunhla Townshlp

KYUNHLA April 29

Kyunhla Township Agriculture
Department stated that all sown
acreage of pigeon pea has been
harvested in Kyunhla Township
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers have planted
11,535 acres of pigeon pea in
the township. Starting from Jan-
uary this year, they harvested
all acreage of pigeon pea, yiel-
ding more than 15 baskets of
crops.

Daw Myint Myint Yi, Head of
Kyunhla Township Agriculture
Department stated: “Farmers
have harvested cent per cent
harvest of pigeon pea on 11,535

acres of croplands. Our depart-
ment helped local farmers boost
per-acre yield of crops. Local
farmers grow pigeon pea on
separate lands as well as mix-
cropped form.”

Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department raised far-
mer awareness of using quality
seeds, correct agricultural tech-
niques, prevention of pests and
boosting per-acre yield.

Moreover, officials of the de-
partment shared techniques
of making natural fertilizers
and pests with farmers to cut
cost of cultivation.
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Large quantities of shrimp paste sent from
Labutta Townshlp to Yangon Market

LABUTTA April 29

Daw Win Maw, a fish paste
and dried fish trader from Labu-
tta Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion, stated that large quantities
of shrimp paste were exported
and sold to the Yangon market.

Shrimp paste from Labutta
Township is mainly transported
to Yangon for sale. In December

2024, only 65, 000 viss of shrlmp
paste were sold, but in January,
the volume of shrimp paste
increased to 85,000 viss. The
local shrimp paste is currently
priced at around Ks-21,000 per
10 viss.

"We are exporting and selling
local products, including shrimp
paste, from Labutta Township

to the Yangon market. Over the
past month, we managed to
sell up to 85,000 viss of shrimp
paste. The demand for shrimp
paste in Yangon is currently
very high. Domestic market
demand for shrimp paste has
increased, and prices have also
risen. With the improvement
in sales, not only the business
owners but also the workers
are benefiting," said Daw Win
Maw.

Seafood traders in Labutta
Township purchase shrimp
from local fishermen and pro-
cess it into ready-to-eat shrimp
paste for sale. The shrimp paste
production and trade serve as
a key local economic activity,
creating employment opportu-
nities for atleast 15 to 25 workers
per business in the region.

SK

Wetlet Township finishes
cultivation of more than 2,100
acres of lablab bean

WETLET April 29

According to the Wetlet Town-
ship Agriculture Department
of Sagaing Region, local farmers
have planted 2,100 acres of lab-
lab bean in Wetlet Township.

They started cultivation of
the bean in October 2024, and
so far, they have planted 2,100
acres of lablab bean against
the target of 2,125 acres.

Daw Kyin San, Head of Wetlet
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment disclosed: “In Wetlet Town-
ship, there are plans to cultivate
2,125 acres of lablab bean. As
of today, a total of 2,100 acres
have already been planted. To
improve yield rates and quality;,
we work closely with farmers,
providing them with quality
seed varieties, ensuring proper

agricultural input management,
and offering guidance on post-
harvesting techniques.”
Officials from the Township
Agriculture Department encour-
agelocal farmers to expand sown
acreage of crops, boost per-acre
yield, and use quality strains
of crops with GAP system.
Crops grown using the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
system tend to have better quality
compared to those grown using
other methods. These crops
also fetch higher prices, and due
to their superior quality, they
can be exported to internatio-
nal markets as well as sold in
domestic markets. As aresult,
farmers who use this system
can see increased profitability.
SK

Farmers complete harvest of monsoon paddy in Mawlaik Township

MAWLAIK April 29

Based on statistics of the
Mawlaik District Department of
Agriculture, the monsoon paddy
planted during the monsoon
cropping season has been fully
harvested in Mawlaik Township
of Sagaing Region.

This year, farmers in Mawlaik
Township cultivated monsoon
paddy across 18,960 acres of

farmlands. Harvesting began
in November 2024, and as of
today, all 18,960 acres have been
successfully harvested. The
average yield was reported to
be 83.65 baskets of paddy per
acre.

“Mawlaik Township success-
fully cultivated monsoon paddy
over 18,960 acres, and now the
entire cultivated area has been

fully harvested. We provided
necessary technical support and
quality seeds to ensure timely
planting. Our team also worked
closely with farmers to assist
them throughout the growing
season,” said Daw Kywe Kywe
Hlaing, Head of the Mawlaik
District Agriculture Department.

To ensure smooth and syste-
matic farming, local agricultural

offices collaborated with far-
mers, providing technical assis-
tance, pest control awareness,
and disaster prevention mea-
sures. Efforts were also made
to ensure harvested rice reach-
ed proper storage facilities in
a timely manner.

Moreover, the Department of
Agriculture and its staff imple-
mented various agricultural

techniques to maximize yield
and crop quality. These included
selecting high-quality seeds,
preventing pest infestations,
applying proper fertilization
techniques, weeding and thinning
practices, and ensuring the effe-
ctive use of agricultural inputs.

With these efforts, the monsoon
paddy fields in Mawlaik Town-
ship have seen a successful har-
vest, contributing to food security
and farmer productivity in the
region. SMK
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More than 1,700 acres of peanut harvested in Pwintbyu Township

PWINTBYU April 29

According to the Pwintbyu
Township Department of Agri-
culture, local farmers have
harvested 1,705 acres of groun-
dnut crops, which were cultivat-
ed during the winter season in
Pwintbyu Township, Magway
Region.

In Pwintbyu Township, a total
of 3,086 acres of peanuts were
cultivated during the 2024 win-
ter crop season. Local farmers
began harvesting in January,
and as of today, 1,705 acres have

been harvested.

Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of
Pwintbyu Township Agriculture
Department said: “In the winter
season, a total of 3,086 acres of
peanuts were cultivated in Pwint-
byu Township, surpassing the
initially planned cultivation
area. This year, peanut fields
have thrived without any pest
infestations, leading to a succe-
ssful harvest. Currently, far-
mers have begun harvesting
peanuts since January to prepare
the fields for summer crops. A

total of 1,705 acres of peanuts
have so far been harvested.
Theyield per acre is also better
than the previous year, with an
output of 52.14 baskets per acre.
Farmers are being advised to
properly store harvested peanuts
under protective cover and to
harvest the remaining fields in
atimely manner to prevent any
decline in yield.”

In Pwintbyu Township, a total
of 3,086 acres of peanuts were
cultivated during the winter
crop season, exceeding the ini-

tial target of 2,930 acres to en-
sure sufficient edible oil consum-
ption. The Department of Agri-
culture supported peanut far-
mers by promoting the cultivation
of high-yield quality seeds, the
systematic use of natural fertili-
zers and organic pesticides,
adherence to the Good Agricul-
tural Practices (GAP) system,
and implementing pest control
measures. These agricultural
training programs were carried
outin collaboration with relevant
departments to provide neces-

sary assistance.

She added that if the cultivat-
ion of oilseed crops, particularly
peanuts, is expanded annually,
it will not only ensure sufficient
domestic cooking oil supply but
also generate surplus for sale.
This would lead to increased in-
come for farmers and contribute
to their economic development.
Therefore, it is recommended
to expand the cultivation of high-
yield peanut varieties suitable
for different regions.

SK

More than 65,000 acres of sesame harvested in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN April 29

Atotal of 65,089 acres of winter
sesame has been harvested in
Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region, according to the district
Agriculture Department.

Local farmers planted 65,089
acres of winter sesame and now,
they have harvested all sown
acreage of sesame, yielding
12.23 baskets per acre.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head of
Yinmabin District Agriculture
Department, explained: “Yin-
mabin District was able to cul-
tivate winter crops on 65,089
acres during the winter season.
So far, winter sesame plantations
have been harvested cent per
cent. Sesame cultivation has
been improving year by year. In
terms of oilseed crops, the sit-

o o N
uation is currently successful.”

In the district, Yinmabin Town-
ship harvested 8,024 acres of
winter sesame, Kani Township
21,050 acres, Salingyi Township

s = - ".'- ‘:E
19,095 acres and Pale Township
16,920 acres, totalling 65,089
acres.

In2024-2025 cold season, Yinma-
bin Township earmarked culti-
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vation of 13,160 acres of winter
sesame, Kani Township 24,000
acres, Salingyi Township 23,900
acres and Pale Township 16,920
acres, totalling 77,980 acres.

Reportedly, in the Yinmabin
District, sesame farmers have
been educated by the relevant
township agriculture depart-
ments on how to expand sesame
cultivation, farming techniques,
GAP farming systems, cultivat-
ing high-quality varieties, and
planting high-yielding varieties.

Crops produced using the GAP
system have better quality com-
pared to those grown using other
farming methods, resulting in
higher prices. Due to the advan-
tages of being able to export to
international markets as well
as the domestic market, farmers
using the GAP system are ex-
pected to experience greater
economic benefits, leading to
improved socioeconomic life
of farmers. SK

Yekyi Township dispatches a large volume of 90-day
paddy to Yangon Market

YEKYI April 29

Daw Myat Myat Thu, a rice
and paddy trader from Yekyi
Township stated that a signifi-
cant quantity of 90-day paddy

was supplied to the Yangon
market from Yekyi Township.

"The demand in the Yangon
rice and paddy market started
rising from the first week of

January. As a result, we manag-
ed to sell up to 72,000 baskets of
90-day paddy to the Yangon mar-
ket. The domestic rice market
in Yangon has been actively

purchasing rice and paddy from
the Ayeyawady Region. Curr-
ently, the Yangon market conti-
nues to buy paddy, and the ex-
ported paddy is of good quality,"

said Daw Myat Myat Thu.
The price of90-day paddy from
Yekyi Township reached up to
Ks-1,790,000 per 100 baskets.
Due to the continuous exports,
traders, farmers, truck rental
operators, and laborers involved
inloading and unloading goods
are all benefiting from stable
business operations. SMK

More than 80,000 visses of eel shipped to Yangon market

MAWLAMYINEGYUN April 29

Local fishermen and mer-
chants from Mawlamyinegyun
Township of Ayeyawady Region
shipped to 85,000 visses of eel
to the Yangon market, according
to Daw Yu Yu Wai, a business
owner of fishery product trad-
ing.

The increased export and
sales of these eel is attributed
to the strong demand for local
fish in international markets.

Daw Yu Yu Wai commented:

“The eel caught naturally in
Mawlamyinegyun are the pri-
mary source. In the past month,
atotal of 85,000 visses of eel was
sold in the Yangon market. The
local eel were in high demand
in the domestic market. These
eel, caught in the region, are
mainly exported to the Yangon
market. To ensure the freshness
and quality of the eel, they are
systematically processed. The
processed eel are then further
distributed to other domes-

tic and international markets
through Yangon.”

Daw Yu Yu Wai, the business
owner of Mawlamyinegyun
Township, mentioned that in
the past month, the eel sold in
Yangon reached up to Ks-185,000
per 10 visses. It is understood
that eel farming activities, as
well as eel caught from rivers,
lakes, and farmlands in the re-
gion, contributed to the product-
ion of these eel.

SMK
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13 countries joined Russia, China in Lunar Station Project

BRASILIA April 29

Thirteen countries, including
BRICS members, have joined
Russia and China in developing
the International Lunar Rese-
arch Station (ILRS), Russian
state space corporation Rosco-
smos Director General Dmitry
Bakanov said.

"Ourjoint initiative with China
toestablish the ILRSis progress-
ing actively. Thirteen countries
have already joined (Belarus,
Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Venezuela,

Thailand, Serbia, Nicaragua,
Senegal, Djibouti, Bolivia), in-
cluding BRICS partners (Egypt,
Ethiopia, South Africa)," Ba-
kanov said during a meeting
of BRICS space agency lea-
ders.

Bakanov noted Russia’s uni-
que expertise in Venus explora-
tion, adding that its landing
technology remains unmatched,
as well as its expertise in lunar
and Martian research. He also
emphasized that Russia's deep-

space advancements could
form the foundation for future

BRICS space programs.
Sputnik

Three killed,
5 injured

in highway
accident in
Indonesia's
West Java

JAKARTA April 29

At least three people were
confirmed dead and five others
seriously injured following a
tragic highway accident on
Tuesday in Indonesia's West
Java Province, local police told
media.

The incident occurred around
10 a.m. local time on a highway
in Sumedang Regency, involving
a minibus and a freight truck.

According to Sumedang police
spokesman Awang Munggar-
dijaya, the accident happened
when the minibus, carrying
eight people, collided with the
rear of the freight truck. The
driver of the minibus was likely
not paying attention while dri-
ving.

"The injured were immedia-
tely taken to a nearby hospital,"
he said, adding that an investi-
gation into the cause of the
accident is underway.

Deadly road accidents are
common in the Southeast Asian
country due to overloading,
poor road conditions, and reck-
less driving,.

Xinhua

Spain declares state of emergency after

¥ bl SRR .:'ﬂ-‘l
MADRID April 29

Spain declared a state of em-
ergency on Monday after a
massive power outage plunged
the entire Iberian Peninsula
into darkness. Authorities are
still investigating the cause.

The blackout, which struck
Spain and Portugal around
midday and briefly affected
parts of France, left millions
without electricity, paralyzed
public transport, and delayed
flights.

Inatelevised address, Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
said the Ministry of the Interior
would assume control over the
situation in Madrid, Andalusia
and Extremadura, ensuring
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public order and other functions
at the request of regional lea-
ders.

The measure would be exten-
ded “to the regions that want
it,” Sanchez added, adding “We
are aware of the impact this
[power outage] is having.”

The Level 3 National Emer-
gency Plan allows for the army
tobe deployed to preserve order
and security wherever it is de-
clared in effect. Sanchez stre-
ssed there was “no security
problem,” saying State Security
Forces had stepped up their
presence on the streets and
highways.

The Interior Ministry said
about 30,000 police officers had

been deployed nationwide as
the blackout stretched into the
evening.

The announcement came as
grid operator Red Electrica
(REE) said electricity had been
restored in parts of Catalonia,
Aragon, the Basque Country and
Andalusia, and it was working
to identify the cause of the
outage.

Earlier, Portugal’s grid opera-
tor Redes EnergeticasNacionais
(REN) said a “rare atmospheric
phenomenon” over Spain, trig-
gered by “extreme temperature
variations,” may have caused
the blackout.

Portuguese Prime Minister
Luis Montenegro later said auth-
orities still did not know what
caused the outage, but that it
“did not originate in Portugal”
and “everything indicates” the
problem started in Spain.

Spanish officials have yet to
confirm the cause. Addressing
the uncertainty, Sanchez said
there was no conclusive infor-
mation and urged the public to
avoid speculation.

REN said it had restored
power to about 750,000 of its 6.5
million consumers by Monday
evening.

RT
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Eurasia
mustbecome
space of
peace,
stability -
Putin

VOLGOGRAD April 29

Eurasia must become a space
of peace and stability, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said
on Tuesday.

"We are convinced that the
international community needs
to work together to create a
new architecture of equal and
indivisible security that would
reliably protect all states with-
out prejudice to the interests
of others. This issue is especi-
ally relevant for Eurasia. Our
common continent should be-
come a space of peace and sta-
bility, an example of sustainable
economic, social and humanita-
rian development," Putin said
at the Great Heritage-Common
Future forum in Russia's Volgo-
grad.

Russia expects that military
crews of many countries that
are participating in the Volgo-
grad international forum "Great
Legacy — common future" will
take part in the Victory Day Pa-
rade in Moscow on May 9, Putin
added.

"We are waiting for the leaders
of a number of states at the
celebrations in Moscow and
highly appreciate that the mi-
litary crews of many count-
ries represented here will march
shoulder to shoulder with Rus-
sian soldiers at the Victory Day
Parade on the Red Square,"
Putin said at the forum.

Sputnik

6.2-magnitude quake hits 286 km SW of Bluff, New Zealand -- USGS

HONG KONG April 29
An earthquake with a magni-
tude of 6.2 jolted 286 km SW of

Bluff, New Zealand at 13:16:32
GMT on Tuesday, the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey said.

The epicenter, with a depth of
10.0 km, was initially determin-
ed tobe at 48.18 degrees south

latitude and 165.34 degrees east
longitude.
Xinhua

6.8-magnitude quake hits Macquarie Island region -- USGS

HONG KONG April 29
An earthquake with a magni-
tude of 6.8 jolted the Macquarie

Island region at 14:53:37 GMT
on Tuesday, the U.S. Geological
Survey said.

The epicenter, with a depth
0f10.0 km, was initially determin-
ed tobe at 54.29 degrees south

latitude and 155.63 degrees east
longitude.
Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Baby food pouches fail to give infants the nutrients they need, experts reveal

Baby food pouches from six
leading brands fail to meet
children's key nutritional needs,
researchers found.

Brightly packaged products
made by Ella's Kitchen, Heinz,
Piccolo, Little Freddie, Aldi and
Lidl were tested for their nutrit-
ional value and found to be lack-
ing.

As well as being low in iron,
which is vital for an infant's
development, some contained
more sugar than a one-year-old
should consume in a day -
despite being marked as con-
taining 'no added sugar'.

The BBC Panorama investi-
gation also found that nearly
all the vitamin C in one fruit
pouch had been lost during the
manufacturing process.

Dr Alison Tedstone, a former

government chief nutritionist,
said the nutritional claims of
baby food pouches were 'mis-
leading', adding: 'You think as
aparent it is a healthy product,
and it just isn't.'

Dental experts also warned
against feeding babies through
the plastic spout on pouches,
as this may cause tooth decay.

Eddie Crouch, of the British
Dental Association, said: 'Par-
ents of infants are still being
marketed products more sugary
than Coke. Voluntary action
has failed. We need government
to step up and force industry
to do the right thing.'

Children who were 'barely out
of weaning' were going to hospi-
tal for multiple tooth extractions,
Mr Crouch told the BBC.

'It's obviously not all down to

these pouches, he added. 'But
clearly, regular use and feeding
with these pouches with such
high levels of sugar cause seri-
ous problems to the general
health of children as they're
growing up.'

Pouches that do not contain
added sugar may contain up
to four teaspoons of 'free su-
gars' created when fruit is blen-
ded.

Last year, an international
study found more than 200 bran-
ded food products aimed at UK
babies and toddlers failed to
meet World Health Organisation
nutrition and marketing stan-
dards, with excessive sugar,
salt or calories.

Experts say big brands sur-
round their products with healthy-
sounding words and phrases

—known as 'halo marketing' -to
trick parents.

Ella's Kitchen, for example,
describes savoury products as
'perfectly balanced for growing
babies', while Piccolo claims
many pouches are 'packed with

goodness'.

Some Little Freddie pouches
are branded as 'Good for Brains'
and Heinz claims some of its
fruit products are 'as nutritionally
good as homemade'.

Mail Online

Scientists discover disturbing 'unexpected' side effect of new mRNA jab

Patients given experimental
mRNA jabs for HIV have deve-
loped an 'unexpected' side-effect
needing further investigation,
experts say.

About 7 percent of volunteers
given the jabs in the trial broke
out in an itchy bumpy rash call-
ed hives.

While this rash disappeared
for some sufferers, over half
were still experiencing bouts

a year after injection.

Some were still breaking out
in hives almost three years
after receiving the jab.

Experts analysing the data
noted volunteers who suffered
the hive reaction were more
likely to have received the
Moderna mRNA Covid vaccine
in the past.

However, they added this fin-
ding didn't necessarily mean the

two are linked and how and why
the new jabs were provoking
this reaction remained unclear.

The reaction was seen across
atrio of potential HIV jabs manu-
factured by Moderna with the
same mRNA technology famo-
usly used in Covid vaccines.

These jabs were tested on a
group of 108 HIV-negative vol-
unteers to measure their overall
safety.

Volunteers were splitinto three
groups, each receiving one of
the three different vaccine
formulas.

These groups were then split
further into a high-dose or low-
dose cohort for a total of six
different cohorts.

After the initial injection re-
peat doses were administered
at 12 weeks and then again at
24 weeks.

In their report experts from
the University of Pittsburgh
found the jabs to be 'generally

safe and tolerable'.

However, they noted the hive
reaction in seven participants
—seen across all three vaccine
formulas— was an 'unexpected'
result.

Writing in the Annals of Inter-
nal Medicine, they said what
was causing the hives in some
people was unclear.

But they theorised it could be
due to a combination of vaccine
components, the dosage, and
an unknown environmental
factor.

The scientists said while mRNA
vaccine technology continued
to hold great promise, further
research was needed into what
was causing this hive reaction.

Independent experts, writing
in a linked editorial, agreed.

They said that while hives is,
overall, a minor ailment it can
still contribute to vaccine hesit-
ancy and hinder vaccine uptake.

The experts said more work

was needed to understand the
mechanisms behind the reac-
tion 'to ultimately promote the
safety and uptake of vaccines'.

There is currently no cure for
HIV, which affects approxima-
tely 100,000 Britons and 1.2million
Americans. Although there are
prevention drugs, they need to
be taken daily.

Avaccine that offers lifetime
protection from the virus would
be a breakthrough for the dise-
ase that has claimed millions
of lives.

But despite 40 years of rese-
arch since HIV was first identi-
fied, a vaccine has been elusive,
with half-a-dozen real-world
trials repeatedly failing to deliver
on initial results.

HIV is a virus that damages
the cells in your immune system
and weakens your ability to
fight everyday infections and
disease.

Mail Online
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