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More than 1,000 acres of rainfed paddy planted in Dabayin Township this year

DABAYIN September 7

According to YeU District
Agriculture Department, local
farmers have planted more
than 1,000 acres of rainfed paddy
in Dabayin Township of Sagaing
Region.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season, local authorit-
ies earmarked cultivation of
120,391 acres of rainfed paddy
in Dabayin Township. According

to reports, planting began in
June this year, and as of today,
1,698 acres have already been
cultivated against the target
cultivation.

“This year, for the monsoon
season in Dabayin Township,
we have planned to cultivate
over 120,000 acres of rainfed
paddy. So far, over 1,000 acres
have been completed. We are
working to ensure the target

acreage is fully cultivated.
Necessary technologies and
quality seed varieties will be
provided for rainfed paddy cul-
tivation. We are also conducting
field-level support to help far-
mers plant in time,” said U Zaw
Myint Tun, Head of the Agricul-
tural Department for YeU
District.

It is also reported that for
this year’s monsoon season,

efforts are being made by the
relevant township agriculture
departments in collaboration
with local farmers to ensure
systematic and trouble-free
cultivation of rainfed paddy.
In Dabayin Township, farmers
are being provided with agricul-
tural techniques, awareness
on pest prevention, guidance
to avoid crop losses, and infor-
mation to ensure harvested

paddy is stored under shelter
in a timely manner.

This year; staff from Township
Agriculture Department make
field trips to the paddy fields
so as to help local famers select
quality strains of paddy seeds,
prevent pests, week farmlands,
remove different strains of
paddy and systematically use
fertilizers to boost per-acre
yield. SK

Hilsa trading booms in Maubin Townshlp

MAUBIN September 7

“Trading of hilsa is in high demand
in Maubin Township of Ayeyawady
Region,” said Daw Thida, the owner of
marine product trading depot in Maubin
Township.

Starting from the second week of July
this year until now, the purchase of hilsa
fish in Maubin Township has been
strong, with active and steady trade
reported. Currently, daily transactions
of hilsa fish range from 4,000 to 5,000
Viss.

“The hilsa fish currently being traded
arelocally sourced. The trade is balanced
in terms of both incoming and outgoing

volumes. With rising demand from
Yangon in addition to local markets,
sales have been going well. Up to 5,000
viss of hilsa fish are being traded daily.
The prices of hilsa fish vary depending
on their freshness, size, and weight.
The fish shipped from here are sold not
only in the local markets but also
redistributed and sold in other regions,”
said Daw Thida.

In the domestic market in Maubin
Township, small-sized hilsa fetches
Ks-18,500 per viss, the medium-sized
Ks-27,000 to Ks-35,500 per viss and the
large one Ks-55,000 to Ks-65,000 per
viss. SK

Pantanaw Townshlp shlps 73,000 viss of eels to Yangon market

PANTANAW September 7

“Local businesspersons from Pan-
tanaw Township of Ayeyawady Reg-
ion sold 73,000 viss of eels to Yangon
market,”said Daw Aye Win, the owner
of fishery product trading depot in
Pantanaw Township.

Up to 73,000 viss of eels from Pantanaw
Township were exported and sold to
the Yangon market.

“There was a significantly strong
demand for eels. Within just one month,
we managed to export and sell up to

eels from Pantanaw Township are
mainly shipped to Yangon for sale. With
such a surge in exports, eel farmers,
laborers, and eel catchers—who have
long faced difficulties—are now seeing
improvements,” said Daw Aye Win.
Fishery product traders in Pantanaw
are purchasing locally sourced aquatic
products and exporting them to Yangon
for sale. From the Yangon market, these
eels are re-exported to foreign countries
such as China, Thailand, and Singapore.
Currently, the market price for eels is

73,000 viss to the Yangon market. The

as high as Ks-18,500 per viss.

SMK

Katha Township grows more than 1,000 acres of maize and sweet corn as monsoon crops

KATHA September 7

More than 1,000 acres of maize
and sweet corns have been
planted in Katha Township of
Sagaing Region, according to
Katha Township Agriculture
Department.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season in Katha
Township, it is planned to cul-
tivate a total of 4,667 acres —

2,942 acres of maize and 1,725
acres of sweet corn. Planting
began in June this year, and as
of today, 698 acres of maize and
341 acres of sweet corn have
been cultivated, totalling 1,039
acres.

“This year, we’ve planned to
cultivate over 4,000 acres of
maize and sweet corn in Katha
Township. So far, over 1,000

acres have been planted. We
are working to ensure the full
targeted acreage is achieved.
To support successful crop
development, we are provid-
ing awareness on pest and
disease prevention,” said U Ko
Lay, Head of the Katha Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture.

In Katha Township, farmers

growing maize and sweet corn
are being supported by the
township’s agricultural depart-
ment through training sessions,
field demonstrations, early pest
prevention measures, integra-
ted pest management (IPM)
techniques using neem, ginger,
and chilli-based natural pesti-
cides, and other agriculture-
related awareness program-

mes.

For cultivation in Katha
Township, maize typically yields
over 50 baskets per acre, with
a production cost of around
Ks-500,000 per acre. For sweet
corn, yields reach around 15,000
cobs per acre, with production
costs exceeding K500,000 per
acre.

SMK
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Farmers harvest all sown acreage of summer paddy in Htigyaing Township

HTIGYAING September 7

According to the data of Hti-
gyaing Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers have
harvested all sown acreage of
summer paddy in Htigyaing
Township of Sagaing Region.

In Htigyaing Township, dur-
ing this year’s summer cro-
pping season, a total of 10,267
acres of summer paddy were
cultivated. Harvesting of these
paddy fields began in May, and
as of today, 100 percent of the
harvest has been completed,
with an average yield of 91.29
baskets per acre.

“This year, during the summer
cropping season in Htigyaing
Township, 10,267 acres of sum-
mer paddy were cultivated. At
present, all of the cultivated
acres have been fully harvested.
Farmers were provided with
agricultural techniques, pest
prevention awareness, crop
loss mitigation advice, and
post-harvest handling knowle-
dge to ensure paddy was safely
stored under cover in a timely
manner,” said U Ko Ko Aung,
Head of the Htigyaing Township
Agriculture Department.

To improve yield and achieve

target production levels, the
agriculture department sup-
ported summer paddy farmers
by distributing quality and pure
seed varieties, providing edu-
cational pamphlets, conducting
farmer training sessions and
awareness discussions, and
ensuring timely access to
necessary inputs.

Leading farmers have been
encouraged to prepare in ad-
vance for timely cultivation of
summer paddy and other crops
following the harvest of mon-
soon paddy and monsoon crops.
This includes following official

i

W

SR 2 foia
guldehnes on pest and disease
prevention, soil fertility enhan-
cement activities, and seed

1%
AR kﬂﬂ-&

R A ) PSR ‘%
collection of quality varieties
in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. SMK

Yinmabin Township exceeds target cultivation of rainfed
paddy this year

YINMABIN September 7

This year, local farmers have
planted more than 6,000 acres
of rainfed paddy in Yinmabin
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to the Yinmabin Dis-
trict Agriculture Department.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season in Yinmabin
Township, it is planned to
cultivate 30,000 acres of rainfed
paddy. Planting began in May
this year, and as of today, 6,564
acres have already been culti-
vated.

“This year, we’ve planned to
grow 30,000 acres of rainfed
paddy in Yinmabin Township.
So far, over 6,000 acres have
been planted and cultivation is
still ongoing. We are working
to ensure the full target acreage
is met. Farmers are being
provided with the necessary
technologies and quality seed
varieties to enable timely and
effective planting,” said Daw
Myat Moe Win, Head of the
Yinmabin District Agriculture
Department.

To ensure systematic and
trouble-free rainfed paddy
cultivation this year, the rele-
vant township agriculture
departments are collaborating
closely with local farmers.

In Yinmabin Township, supp-
ortis being provided to farmers
through agricultural training,
pest prevention awareness,
guidance to avoid crop damage
and loss, and advice on proper
post-harvest handling so that
harvested paddy can be stored
under cover in a timely manner.

The township agriculture
department and its staff are
also providing field-level tech-
nical assistance to help ensure
the success and high producti-
vity of this year’s rainfed paddy
cultivation. This includes pro-
moting the use of quality pure
seed varieties, pest prevention
measures, manual weeding
and thinning, varietal selection
and removal of undesired plants,
and systematic application of
fertilizers.

SK

Wetlet Townshlp completes cultlvatlon of sesame as monsoon crops

WETLET September 7

Local farmers have planted
14,589 acres of rainfed sesame
in Wetlet Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the township
Agriculture Department.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season in Wetlet
Township, it is planned to cul-
tivate 16,075 acres of rainfed
sesame. Planting began in May
this year, and as of today, 14,589

acres have been cultivated
against the target cultivation.
“This year, for the monsoon
season in Wetlet Township, we
have planned to cultivate over
16,000 acres of sesame. So far,
more than 14,000 acres have
been completed. We are work-
ing to ensure the full planned
acreage is planted. Efforts are
also underway to expand sesame
cultivation, improve yields, and
promote planting using GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
techniques,” said Daw Kyin
San, Head of the Wetlet Township
Agriculture Department.
This year, the Wetlet Township
Agriculture Department has
been providing education to

sesame farmers on expanding
cultivation areas, correct plant-
ing methods, GAP techniques,
planting quality and pure seed
varieties, and cultivating high-
yielding varieties.

Crops grown and produced
under the GAP system have
better quality and command
higher prices compared to crops
grown with other cultivation
methods. Due to these benefits,
including the ability to export
not only to domestic but also
international markets, farmers
who adopt GAP cultivation
methods are expected to gain
more profits and improve their
socioeconomic lives.

SK

Taze Township grows over 35,000 acres of rainfed peanut

TAZE September 7

Atotal of 35,730 acres of pea-
nuts have been planted in Taze
Township during this year’s
rainy season, according to the
statistics of the Department of
Agriculture for YeU District.

During the 2025-2026 rain

crops planting season, 35,740
acres of peanuts have been
planned to be planted in Taze
Township, and planting has
begun since May this year, and
35,730 acres have been planted
to date.

“We are also working to ensure

that the target acres are met.
As for oilseed crops, the peanut
cultivation is in a successful
position. Peanut cultivation is
increasing year by year,” said
U Zaw Myint Htun, head of the
according to the statistics of
the Department of Agriculture

for YeU District.

In Taze Township, one and a
half baskets of peanuts are
planted per acre, and the cost
of seed, labour, fertilizer, and
pesticides is over Ks-200,000,
and the yield per acre is over
50 baskets. SK

Farmers
cultivate more
than 17,000
acres of pigeon
pea in Sagaing
Township

SAGAING September 7

Statistics of Sagaing Township
Agriculture Department ment-
ioned that local farmers grew
17,955 acres of pigeon pea in
Sagaing Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season in Sagaing
Township, it is planned to cul-
tivate 19,789 acres of pigeon
pea. Planting began in May this
year, and as of today, 17,955
acres have already been cultivat-
ed against the target cultivation.

“This year, during the mon-
soon season in Sagaing Town-
ship, we’ve planned to cultivate
over 19,000 acres of pigeon pea.
So far, more than 17,000 acres
have been planted, and cultiva-
tion s still ongoing. We are wor-
king to ensure the full target
acreage is achieved. Efforts are
alsobeing made to achieve high
yields. Pigeon pea is being cul-
tivated both as a standalone
crop and in intercropping syst-
ems,” said U Myo Thant Aung,
Head of the Sagaing Township
Agriculture Department.

This year, the township agr-
iculture department has been
providing support to pigeon pea
farmers in Sagaing by promoting
the use of quality pure seeds,
encouraging correct planting
methods, ensuring protection
from pest threats, and improv-
ingyield through on-site educa-
tion and awareness campaigns.

SMK
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BRICS countries interested in buying Russian helicopters

VLADIVOSTOK September 7

BRICS countries are intere-
sted in purchasing Russian
helicopters, cooperation with
the members of the association
will significantly expand the
scope of application of domestic
civil aviation, Russian Industry
and Trade Minister Anton
Alikhanov told Sputnik within
the framework of the Eastern
Economic Forum.

“As for the sales markets for
Russian helicopter equipment,
these are the countries of Sou-
theast and South Asia, the
countries of the African contin-

ent, the CIS. Today, the BRICS
member countries are intere-
sted in our helicopters. I am
convinced that cooperation with
BRICS will significantly expand
the scope of application of do-
mestic civil aviation,” he said.
Alikhanov noted that helico-
pters of the Mi-8/17 type, fire-
fighting Ka-32A11BC, light
multi-purpose Ansat helicopt-
ers have already proven them-
selves in the foreign market.
Also, the Russian Helicopters
holding company offers comple-
telynew equipment, for example,
the offshore Mi-171A3 for deli-

vering people and cargo to
offshore drilling platforms, he
added.

The 10' edition of the EEF

was held in Russia’s Vladivostok

from September 3-6. Sputnik
is the general media partner
of the forum. Sputnik

Trump says not to attend G20 summit in South Africa

WASHINGTON September 7

U.S. President Donald Trump
said Friday that he would not
attend the G20 summit in South
Africa later this year, but plan-
ned to send Vice President JD

Vance in his place.

He also said the United States
will host next year’s G20 at his
golf club, Trump National Doral,
near Miami.

“It’s right next to the airport.

It’s the best location. It’s beauti-
ful,” he told reporters in the Oval
Office,adding that his family busin-
ess “willnotmake anymoney onit.”

During his first term in 2019,
Trump abandoned a plan to use

his Doral resort as the host site
for the G7 summit in 2020,
following bipartisan criticism
that it could benefit him finan-
cially and violate the Constitu-
tion. Xinhua

Protesters in Paris

PARIS September 7
Thousands marched through
Paris on Saturday, demanding
the resignation of President
Emmanuel Macron and calling
for France to leave the EU.
Macron’s approval rating has
dropped to the lowest level

'

since he took office in 2017,
amid a spiraling budget deficit
and growing discontent with
his government’s financial
policies.

Around 80 percent of French
people say they do not trust
Macron, according to a poll

demand Macron’s resignatio
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conducted for Le Figaro and
published on Wednesday.

Trust in Prime Minister
Francois Bayrou, the fifth to
hold the post in less than two
years, has also fallen to record
lows.

Protesters carried placards

n

reading “Let’s stop Macron,
let’s stop the war” and “Frexit,”
a French play on Brexit.

The rally was organized by
former National Rally politi-
cian Florian Philippot and his
Euroskeptic party, the Patriots,
which opposes arms deliveries
to Ukraine and warns against
further escalation with Russia.
Left-wing activists and trade
unions are planning separate
strikes and protests on Wednes-
day, with the slogan ‘Let’s block
everything’.

Bayrou is facing a no-confi-
dence vote on Monday as he
seeks support for his proposed
budget, with France struggl-
ing under a fiscal deficit of 5.8
percent of GDP —nearly double
the EU’s 3 percent limit. His
plan includes cuts to public
sector jobs, welfare programs,
and pensions, measures the
opposition has denounced as
prioritizing military spending
over social support. RT

Eleven missing after canoe capsizes in Cote d’Ivoire

ABIDJAN September 7
Eleven people were missing
after a canoe capsized Friday
on the Sassandra River in Buyo
town, southwestern Cote d’Ivoire,
a senior official has said.
“It is with profound sorrow

that we have learned of the
disappearance of 11 people,
including women, young girls
and an infant, following the
capsizing of a canoe caused by
a hippopotamus,” Minister of
National Cohesion, Solidarity

and the Fight Against Pover-
ty Myss BelmondeDogo said
in a press release on Satur-
day.

Local authorities said the
tragedy occurred early Friday
morning when a hippopotamus

attacked the canoe.

The vessel was carrying 14
people, three of whom were
rescued. Search efforts were
still underway to locate the
missing.

Xinhua
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29 million deaths
linked to EU and
US sanctions -
study

MOSCOW September 7

Western sanctions contribu-
ted to nearly 29 million excess
deaths worldwide over five
decades - a toll comparable to
that of wars, according to a
recent study.

The research, published last
month in the Lancet Global
Health, has gained attention
around the world.

Examining age-specific mor-
tality in 152 countries from 1971
to 2021, using statistics from
the Global Sanctions Database,
researchers compared mortality
rates before and after sanctions,
tracking long-term trends to
estimate their toll in excess
deaths. They focused on three
sanctioning authorities: The
UN, the US, and the EU (and
its predecessor).

“We estimate that unilateral
sanctions over this period caused
564,258 deaths per year, similar
to the global mortality burden
associated with armed conflict,”
the authors noted, with a total
of 28.8 million deaths across
the 51-year span.

Most excess deaths occurred
among the most vulnerable —
the very young and the elderly.
“Our findings reveal that unila-
teral and economic sanctions,
particularly those imposed by
the USA, lead to substantial
increases in mortality, dispropor-
tionately affecting children
younger than 5 years,” the study
said, noting that the age group
accounted for 51 percent of the
total death toll.

The report found that the
sanctions undermine economic
and food security, often causing
hunger and health problems
among the poorest. Additionally,
the dominance of the dollar and
euro in global transactions
allowed the US and EU to amplify
the impact of their sanctions.

Atlastyear’s BRICS summit,
member nations called for
“unlawful unilateral coercive
measures” to be eliminated,
warning of their disproportio-
nate impact on the most vulne-
rable. Members have increa-
singly avoided the dollar “to
shield themselves from US
arbitrariness,” Moscow has
said.

RT
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit
32

Exercises
['321 Which goes with which? Find the sentences with a similar meaning.

1 You must be very quiet. a You mustn’t stay here. 1 ... f....
2 You must remember your password. b You mustn’t be afraid. 2 s
3 You must be brave. ¢ You mustn’t think about it. 3 e
4 You must be on time. d You mustn’t forget it. 4,
5 You must leave the furniture as it is. e You mustn’t be late. R
6 You must go away. f You mustn’t make any noise. i
7 You must forget what happened. g You mustn’t move anything. T eereerrenenns

1822 Whichis correct?
We have plenty of time. We mustn’t / needn’t hurry. (needn’t is correct)
I have to talk to Gary. I must / mustn’t remember to call him.
I have to talk to Gary. I mustn’t / needn’t forget to call him.
There’s plenty of time for you to decide. You mustn’t / don’t need to decide now.
These are important documents. We mustn’t / needn’t lose them.
You mustn’t / needn’t wait for me. You go on and I’ll join you later.
This is a dangerous situation and we need to be careful. We mustn’t / needn’t do anything stupid.
I understand the situation perfectly. You mustn’t / don’t need to explain further.
9 A: What sort of house do you want to buy? Something big?
B: It mustn’t / needn’t be big — that’s not so important. But it must / mustn’t have a nice garden.

O I S U1 B W N =

Complete the sentences. Use needn’t + verb. Choose from:
come keep leave walk worry

1 We have plenty of time. We needn’t leave yet.

2 Ican manage the shopping alone. YOU .........ccccceveeeereeeveeeiesrseseresssseesessssesesens with me.
3 WE ettt all the way home. We can get a taxi.
4 You can delete these emailS. YOU......cccoceueeeireciricinecinecinecirecreciseciseessecsseesseaeses them.
5 T be all FIght. YOU ...cooveeieeirieiiccieicceiseeeesteecseste st sessessss s sesssssesessnsas about me.

11324 Write two sentences for each situation. Use needn’t have in the first sentence and could have in the second (as in the example).
For could have, see Unit 27.
1 Why did you rush? Why didn’t you take your time?

...............................................................

2 Why did you walk home? Why didn’t you take a taxi?

1325 Are these sentences OK? Change them where necessary.
1 We have plenty of time. We don’t need hurry. We don’t need to hurry

2 Keep it a secret. You mustn’t tell anybody. OK. ...
3 You needn’t to shout. I can hear you perfectly. =~ ...l
4 I needn’t have gone out, so I stayed at home. ..l
5 This train is direct. You don’t need to change. @~ ...l

6 You mustn’t lock the door. It’s OK to leave it unlocked. ~  ............cciiiilt.
7 Ineedn’t have said anything, so I kept quiet. =~ ..o
8 I needn’t have said anything. I should have kept quiet. ~  ................... ...
Additional exercise 16-17 (page 311-12) Raymond Murphy
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