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POPA October 28

The Mount Popa National
Geopart Park near the Mont
Popa in Kyaukpadaung town-
ship of Mandalay Region boasts
minerals of an old volcano some
320,000 years ago and natural
beauty in tropical regions to
attract local and foreign trave-
llers in monsoon and dry sea-
sons.

The Mount Popa and Mount
Popa National Park seem to
be decorated with picturesque
scenes in every season, and
the visitors can observe the
herbs, sandalwood, golden
deer, dusky leaf monkey, bird
species and wildlife in Indaing
and deciduous forests in the
rainy season.

The Mount Popa National
Geopark was established on
20 March 2024, and it is a natio-
nal-level geopark to conserve
ancient geological heritages,
biodiversity, culture and ancient

herltages and history and con-
duct educating programmes to
value the local products and
enatural beauty and sustain-
able development plans for
the development of research
and locals. The government
makes efforts to establish 10

DAILY EDITION
Mount Popa, Mount Popa National Geopart Park attract the visitors

o

- -_h—lh\_‘%l ...l _'

per cent of the country s total
land as protected areas. There
are 59 natural protected areas
covering 6.42 percent of total
land areas.

The Mount Papa National
Geopark is organized with
15 geosites and is also the

~ATAN
first national-level geopark in
Myanmar.

“The Mount Popa National
Geopark is in a tropical zone
with cool mountains and ancient
geological features that always
welcome visitors. It has various
biodiversity and rare wild

animals. The visitors can study
the mineral resources of old
volcanoes and enjoy the natural
beauty of mountains, villages
and local products. It lies on
the way to the Bagan Ancient
Cultural Heritage Zone, and
so we arrange for the visitors
to tour 15 geosites,” said an
official of the geopark.

The visitors to Mount Popa
National Geopark can visit
such geosites as the peak of
Mount Popa, volcanic basalt and
Ayeyawady sandstone layer,
three-layered basalt volcanic
stone, Ayeyawady stone layer,
Taung-nitaung Chalcedony
and clay mineral, herbal garden
and educating booth, sandal-
wood and Myanma Golden
Deer, bird nest cliff, landscape,
basaltic lava flow site, Taung-
pawywa, fossil wood, Taung-
nataung site, crater and Gamo
Lake.

SK

Farmers finish cultivation of vegetables on

croplands in Kanbalu District

KANBALU October 28

According to the statistics of
Kanbalu District Agriculture
Department, a total of 2,431
acres of vegetables were planted
in Kanbalu District of Sagaing
Region this monsoon.

Local authorities earmark-
ed cultivation of 2,475 acres
of vegetables in the district as
monsoon crops in 2024-2025
monsoon season but local far-
mers have planted 1,916 acres
of vegetables in Kanbalu Town-
ship and 515 acres in Kyunhla
Township, totalling 2,431 acres
against the target cultivation.

Daw Mar Mar Win, Head of
Kanbalu District Agriculture
Department said: “This mon-
soon, a plan was set to grow 2,475

acres of vegetables in Kanbalu
District. So far, local farmers
have planted 2,431 acres of crops.
They are trying hard to meet
the target cultivation. They grow
mustard, chilli, spicy, potato,
cabbage, eggplant, cauliflower,
Chinese cabbage and other
crops. Our department shared
agricultural techniques with
local farmers and urged them to
use GAP system. Moreover, far-
mer awareness was raised for
production of healthy crops
with least chemical residues.”
In 2024-2025 monsoon season,
Kanbalu Township set a plan to
grow 1,963 acres of vegetables
and Kyunhla Township, 512
acres, totalling 2,475 acres.
This year, officials of the Town-

ship Agriculture Department
conducted the training courses
for local farmers and agricul-
tural staff in order to enhance
their capacity for growing vege-
tables with least chemical re-
sidue. Moreover, the depart-
ment urged local farmers to ex-
pand sown acreage of vegetable
plantations.

Seasonal vegetable plants are
thriving in Kanbalu Township.
Hence, local farmers earn in-
creased incomes for their fami-
lies. Officials of Township Agri-
culture Department share
knowledge about use of correct
agricultural techniques, pre-
vention of pests, and making
fertilizers and pests to cut
agricultural costs. SK

Mawlamyinegyun Township
supplies 85,000 bags of
Ziyarice to Yangon

market

MAWLAMYINEGYUN October 28

“Local businesspersons and
farmers from Mawlamyinegyun
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion sent 85,000 bags of Ziya
rice to Yangon market in Sep-
tember;” said Daw Marlar, the
owner of rice and paddy trading
centre in Mawlamyinegyun
Township.

They could supply 57,000
bags of rice to Yangon market
in August but 85,000 bags in
September.

Daw Marlar commented: “Last
month, we sent a large number

ofrice bags to Yangon market.
Local businesspersons focus on
sale of agricultural produce to
Yangon market. Ziya rice is a
good quality for consumption.
Merchants from Yangon market
demand to purchase Ziya rice
from Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship. Currently, they offer to
purchase Ziya rice from our
township.”

Thanks to demand from Yan-
gon market, those in production
chain of rice are convenient
in earning incomes for their
families. SK

More than 35,000 acres of monsoon pigeon pea planted in Myinmu Township

MYINMU October 28

Sagaing District Agriculture
Department stated that a total
of 35,220 acres of pigeon pea
has been planted as monsoon
crops in Myinmu Township of
Sagaing Region.

In 2024-2025 monsoon season,
the township earmarked 35,220
acres of pigeon pea and local far-
mers met the target cultivation,
accounting for cent per cent.

Daw Thida Lwin, Head of
Sagaing District Agriculture De-

partment said: “This monsoon,
local farmers could meet the
target cultivation of 35,220 acres
of pigeon pea. Our department
helped local farmers thrive the
crops for boosting per-acre
yield. They grow pigeon pea

as mixed crops in other crop
plantations.”

Officials of the township agri-
culture department urged local
farmers to select quality strains
of crops, apply agricultural
techniques and prevent pests

for boosting per-acre yield of
crops.

Agricultural staff members
share the techniques of making
folio fertilizers with local far-
mers to cut costs in purchase
of pesticides. SMK
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MMMC to offer diploma courses for 2025-2026 academic year

YANGON October 28
Myanmar Mercantile Marine
College (MMMC) will begin
offering diploma courses for
cadets in January 2025 for the
2025-2026 academic year.
These two-year courses in-
clude the Mercantile Marine
Cadet Course (CD/52), Mer-
cantile Marine Engineering
Cadet Course (CE/50), and

Mercantile Marine Electrical
Cadet Course (CME/05). Upon
successful completion, cadets
will be awarded diplomas in
nautical studies, maritime tech-
nology, or marine electrical en-
gineering.

Applicants must have pass-
ed the Grade-12 examination
and must not be older than
21years of age as of 31 Decem-

ber 2024. Those applying for
the Mercantile Marine Cadet
Course and Marine Engineer-
ing Cadet Course must have
passed with subject com-
binations including chemi-
stry and physics, and must
have achieved a total score
of at least 400 marks. Applicants
for the Mercantile Marine
Electrical Cadet Course must

have passed with subject com-
binations including chemistry
and physics, and must have
a minimum total score of 390
marks.

Applications can be submitt-
ed in person until 31 August.
The college will admit 130
trainees for the Mercantile
Marine Cadet Course, 130 for
the Marine Engineering Cadet

Course, and 40 for the Mercan-
tile Marine Electrical Cadet
Course.

Applicants will be selected
through personal interviews,
and more detailed information
can be obtained from the Office
of the Registrar and the Train-
ing Department during office
hours.

SK

Shwe Padauk fish market, Baho Sanpya fish market
mainly provide fishery products for Yangon

YANGON October 28

The Shwe Padauk fish market
and Baho Sanpya fish market
mainly provide marine products
to cover the daily consumption
in Yangon, where about seven
million people reside. During
the monsoon season, the Shwe
Padauk fish market distributes
about 300,000 visses of fresh-
water fishery products and
150,000 visses of saltwater
fishery products daily.

The market receives 14 fresh-
water products and 15 salt-
water products from Yangon
Region, Ayeyawady Region,
Bago Region, Rakhine State,
Mon State and Taninthayi Re-
gion. It also distributes marine
products to hilly areas, as well as
the central and lower parts of
Myanmar and Bangladesh.
The freshwater rohu and river
catfish are mainly exported to
Bangladesh, and to Dubai and
Saudi Arabia through Bangla-
desh port.

“The arrival of freshwater and
saltwater products this year is
not much different from last
monsoon season. The fishery
product sales are in normal
condition. The Shwe Padauk

i ‘. W
£l m

fish market is a focal hub for
customers and Yangon Region.
It boasts proper transport sys-
tems like land and waterway,
and it is a main trading hub for
local and foreign. We export
rohu and striped catfish and
other fish to Bangladesh. The
saltwater fishery products
are transported to companies
and cold storage facilities,
and the local consumption rate
is high for freshwater fishery
products except for the export
volume of rohu and river catfish
to Bangladesh. There is foreign

demand for rohu and river cat-
fish. If they are exported directly
to foreign countries without any
agents, there will be foreign
income, which will earn extra
revenue for the country. It will
also benefit the fish farmers
and exporters,” said U Kyin
Saw, chairman of the market
development committee.

The fish and prawn are pro-
duced in different regions and
states, and the saltwater pro-
ducts are exported to Thailand,
China, and Japan. These two
fish markets receive most of

it :
the freshwater products for
local consumption. The Shwe
Padauk fish market opens
from 3 am to 5 pm daily. The
market is on 8.172 acres ofland
and has eight complexes, 444
shops, and over 90 vendor stalls.
It mainly distributes 20 types
of freshwater fish and 25 kinds

of saltwater fish daily.
Establishing a fish export
market can double the export
volume and revenue of the
country and create economic
opportunities for fish farmers.
SMK
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Plan underway to grow more than 15,000 acres of winter
sunflower in Htigyaing Township

HTIGYAING October 28

Local authorities will plan
to grow 15,360 acres of winter
sunflower in Htigyaing Town-
ship of Sagaing Region in com-
ing winter this year, according
to the township agriculture de-
partment.

Local farmers will cultivate
sunflower in Htigyaing Town-
ship from October to December

this year.

U Ko Ko Aung, Head of Hti-
gyaing Township Agricul-
ture Department commented:
“Local authorities set plans
to grow more than 15,000 acres
of sunflower in coming winter
this year. They will provide
assistance for local farmers
to grow the crops for meeting
the target cultivation. Sown

acreage of sunflower will be
expanded with the aim of
reducing import of palm oil.
Yield of oil from sunflower
is higher than groundnut
and sesame. Local farmers
prefer to grow sunflower in
winter.”

Township Agriculture De-
partment conducts training
courses for local farmers and

agricultural staff to enhance
their capacity for growing sun-
flower.

This year, local authorities
have arranged to provide quality
seeds of sunflower and sell
urea fertilizers at fair prices
to local farmers and managed
seed barter system among the
farmers.

SK

More than
35,000 acres
of peanut
plantations
thriving

in Taze
Township

TAZE October 28

YeU District Agriculture De-
partment stated that a total
of 35,740 acres of monsoon
groundnut has been planted
in Taze Township of Sagaing
Region.

In 2024-2025 monsoon season,
Taze Township earmarked
cultivationb of 35,710 acres of
peanut but local farmerd culti-
vated 35,740 acres of peanut
exceeding the target.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment explained: “This
monsoon, local farmers plant-
ed 35,740 acres of peanut excee-
ding the target of 35,710 acres
of monsoon peanut. At present,
the oil crop plantations are
successfully thriving in the
croplands.

Farmers need to cost more
than Ks-200,000 per acre of oil
crop for quality strain of seeds,
labour charge and pesticide
with using 1.5 baskets of seeds
per acre, and it yields more
than 50 baskets of peanut per
acre.

This year, staff of the town-
ship agriculture department
make field trips to the cropland
inspect thriving of crops, pre-
vention of pests, and weeding
for boosting per-acre yield.

SMK
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Roundup: Polls show majority of Americans support abolishing Electoral College

LOS ANGELES October 28
According to a flurry of recent
public polls, the majority of
Americans favored abolishing
the Electoral College for the
presidential election, a mecha-
nism made the United States’

executive president be indi-
rectly elected via a group of pre-
sidential electors instead of
decided by voters directly.
The Pew Research Center
survey released last month
indicated that 63 percent of

Americans favored a direct
popular vote for the nation’s
president over the Electoral
College, with around 80 percent
of Democrats and 47 percent of
Republicans in favor of doing
away with the process.

The Public Policy Institute of
California’s October poll also
showed that seven out of 10
voters in California, the most
populous state of the country,
wanted the Electoral College
abolished.

The University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst League of
Women Votes (UMass Amherst)
poll published on Friday showed
six out of 10 American women
favored abolishment of the
Electoral College.

“The Electoral College is an

outdated racist relic with harm-
ful implications for all voters,”
said Celina Stewart, CEO of the
League of Women Voters, in a
statement. “So, it is no surprise
that women are advocating for
amore representative system
that prioritizes the power of the
people. Voters, not politically
motivated electors, must choose
the president.”

No surprise there, since
states whose electoral votes
can swing the election despite
losing the national vote tend to
be Republican. Donald Trump’s
2016 victory despite losing the
popular vote by a significant
margin fueled public debate
on the Electoral College’s legi-
timacy and underscored the
reason, for many, why it has

to be repealed.

For over two centuries, the
U.S. Electoral College has de-
cided presidential elections,
yet a majority of Americans
now prefer a shift to a popular
vote system that guarantees
a democracy based on “One
person, One vote.”

The Electoral College works
by assigning each state anum-
ber of “electors” based on how
many congressional represen-
tatives it has.

Total electoral votes add up to
538, with most states awarding
all their votes to the candidate
who wins that state in the
popular vote. The candidate
who receives 270 electoral votes
wins the presidency.

Xinhua

Russian army ranked
world’s strongest by
US magazine

MOSCOW October 28

Last year, Global Firepower’s
Military Strength Ranking put
the Russian army on the second
spot after the US military.

Russia has the strongest
military in the world, a US News
and World Report magazine

ranking has shown.

“Various attributes and nat-
ions were presented in a survey
of nearly 17,000 people from
across the globe,” conducted
from March 22 to May 23, 2024,
according to the news outlet.

Sputnik

IRGC calls Israeli strike on Iranian
territory miscalculation with

e

TEHRAN October 28

Israel’s strike on Iranian terri-
tory shows Tel Aviv’s desperat-
ion and miscalculation, this
strike will have “unimaginably
bitter consequences” for Israel,
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps IRGC) Commander-
in-Chief Hossein Salami said
on Monday.

On Saturday night, the Israel

‘bitter consequences’

strikes on military targets in
Iran in response to the attacks
on the Jewish state on October
1. CBS News reported citing a
source that the Israeli attack on
Iran had been limited to military
targets, bypassing nuclear or
oil facilities. According to IRNA,
none of Iran’s oil facilities were

damaged. Sputnik

Social Democratic Party wins Lithuania’s
parliamentary runoff

VILNIUS October 28

Lithuania’s opposition Social
Democratic Party (LSDP) won
parliamentary election runoff
on Sunday, according to pre-
liminary results of the Central
Electoral Commission.

In the first round two weeks
ago, LSDP won 20 seats in the
Seimas, Lithuania’s parliament,
and in the second round held
on Sunday, the party secured 32
single-mandate constituencies.

The ruling Homeland Union-
Lithuanian Christian Democrats
came second in the elections
and will provisionally have a
faction of 28 members in the
Seimas.

The Dawn of Nemunas will
have 20 seats, followed by
the Union of Democrats “For
Lithuania” (DSVL) with 14.
The Liberal Movement of the
Republic of Lithuania will have

12 seats in the Seimas, and the
Lithuanian Peasant Popular
Union (LVZS) eight.

“We, the Social Democrats,
have achieved a historic victory,
something we probably haven’t
seen in decades,” LSDP leader
Vilija Blinkeviciute told Baltic
News Service (BNS) on Monday.

Blinkeviciute said negotiat-
ions on the formation of a coa-
lition with both DSVL and
LVZS will continue. The final
decision on the governing
coalition will be made by the
presidium of LSDE, and then
the council, she said, adding
that the presidium’s meeting
is scheduled for Wednesday,
while the council plans to vote
next week.

If the three parties coalition
is formed, they will become the
ruling majority with 74 out of
141 seats in the Seimas.

Gabrielius Landsbergis, chair-
man of TS-LKD, announced at
apress conference on Monday
that he is stepping down as the
party’s leader after the Seimas
elections. He told local media
that he sees outgoing Prime
Minister Ingrida Simonyte as
the party’s next leader.

Landsbergis also announced
that he will not serve in the next
Seimas, which means that the
mandate will go to the next poli-
tician on the party’s list in the
multi-member constituency.

Around 41.3 percent of voters
cast ballots in the second round,
data from the Central Electoral
Commission showed on Sunday
night after the polls closed.

The turnout is higher than in
the runoff round of parliamen-
tary elections in 2020, but below
this year’s first round turnout.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Gartner: Global EV adoption to

Gartner forecasts 85 million
EVs worldwide by 2025, with
China and Europe leading
the way and battery recycling
playing a crucial role.

According to a forecast from
Gartner, Inc., by the close of
2025, 85 million EVs including
cars, buses, vans and heavy
trucks are expected to be in
use globally. Despite challenges
facing the EV market, signifi-
cant growth is still anticipated,
driven by key markets such as
China and Europe.

Steady growth amid
challenges

According to Jonathan Daven-
port, Senior Director Analyst
at Gartner, the EV market has
faced several hurdles over the
past year, including delayed
model launches and infrastruc-
ture concerns.

However, despite these obstac-
les, the global EV fleet is pro-
jected to grow significantly,
from 64 million units in 2024 to
a 33 percent increase, totalling
85 million by 2025.

"Many companies overesti-
mated how quickly the switch
to EVs would occur," Jonathan
noted. The overestimation led
to delays in launching new EV

models. Yet, the outlook for
2025 remains optimistic, with
58 percent of EV sales ex-
pected to come from China
and 24 percent from Europe,
representing 82 percent of the
world's EV market.
Dominance of
battery electric
vehicles (BEVs)

According to Gartner's data,
of the 85 million EVs forecast-
ed tobe on the road by 2025, 73
percent will be Battery Electric
Vehicles (BEVs). The number
of BEVsis projected to increase
by 35 percent from 2024, totall-
ing almost 62 million units by
the end of 2025.

Meanwhile, Plug-in Hybrid
Electric Vehicles (PHEVs) are
expected to grow slower, with
a projected base of 23 million
units by 2025, up 28 percent from
2024.

Regional Insights: China
Leads the Charge

Regionally, China is steadily
growing EVs across both re-
gions. Europe's solid regula-
tory push for sustainability
and North America's increas-
inginvestment in EV infrastruc-
ture will play key roles in this
growth.

A Circular Future:
Recycling 95 percent of
EV Batteries by 2030
Asthe number of EVsincreas-
es, so does the need for sustain-
able practices, particularly re-

garding battery production and
recycling. The global demand
for EV batteries has put im-
mense pressure on the supply
of raw materials, which is

hit 85 million by 2025

becoming a critical concern
for automakers.

According to Gartner, by
2030, 95 percent of EV batteries
will be recycled as part of auto-
makers' efforts to mitigate the
risks of raw material shortages.
Jonathan highlighted the im-
portance of recycling, stating,

"A robust recycling effort to
take advantage of materials in
spent batteries and scrap from
the manufacturing process
could reduce the need for more
mineral excavation."

The EU's push for mandatory
battery recycling will signifi-
cantly alleviate the pressure
on natural resources. Recycl-
ing reduces the demand for
newly mined materials and
decreases costs, potentially
making EVs more affordable
in the long run.

Jonathan elaborated, "Be-

cause concentrations of rare
metals in batteries are higher
than in natural ores, spent
batteries can be seen as highly
enriched ore."

In addition to economic be-
nefits, battery recycling will
help prevent improper dis-
posal, reducing the environ-
mental risks associated with
landfills and unethical waste
management.

Looking forward

With EV sales forecasted to
rise year-over-year and signifi-
cant progress in battery recycl-
ing efforts, the EV market is
on the cusp of transformative
growth.

While the industry has faced
challenges, particularly around
supply chains and infrastruc-
ture, the combination of re-
gional demand, technological
advancements and sustain-
ability initiatives ensures a
bright future for EV adoption
worldwide.

By 2030, focusing on reduc-
ing waste and reusing valuable

materials will be critical in
meeting the growing demand
for EVs and ensuring their co-
mmercial viability globally.
EV Magazine
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Current Deposit Account Services

Savings Deposit Account

Fixed Deposit Account

Call Deposit Account

Scholarship Funding Services

Loans , Overdraft and Hire Purchase System

CoC0O0OO0

O Gift Cheque Services and Payment Order Services
O Safe Deposit Locker

O ATM/POS Services

) Mobile Banking Services and i Banking Services
O

Foreign Banking Services





