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State Security and Peace Commission holds meeting; Chairman of
State Security and Peace Commission of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address
Improve the country’s image by ensuring the best means for the election and

strengthen the political path

G

Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers address at the SSPC meeting.

NAY PYI TAW August 12

The State Security and Peace Commis-
sion held a meeting this morning, with
an address delivered by Chairman of
State Security and Peace Commission of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were Vice Chairman of
State Security and Peace Commission
Vice-Senior General Soe Win, Commis-
sion member Prime Minister U Nyo Saw;,
Commission member Executive Chief
U Aung Lin Dway, Commission Secre-
tary Joint Executive Chief General
Ye Win Oo, Commission members Ge-
neral Maung Maung Aye, Lt-Gen
Tun Tun Naung, U Than Swe, Lt-Gen
Yar Pyae, and General Kyaw Swa Lin.

In his keynote address, the Senior
General said as for providing necessary
guidance and effective coordination for
the national defence, security and peace
and successful holding of the multi-party
democracy general election, the National
Defence and Security Council set up and
assigned the SSPC. The current goal of
SSPC is the success of the multi-party
democracy general election, convening
of the parliament after the election and
paving the way for the elected govern-
ment to shoulder the State duties. The
election will be held without fail. The task
of enumerating the 2024 census, included

in the preparations for correctness of
voter list, has achieved success to a
certain degree. As for the success of
the election, the Election Commission
was reformed and constituency-wise
data and area-wise security data were
collected.

The election will be held to convene
the hluttaws at all levels. The Hluttaw
will entrust the President, Vice-Presi-
dent and executive bodies and the Un-
ion level organizations assigned by
the President with their relevant res-
ponsibilities, and finally, to assign the
government. The successful holding
of the election as per the law is of vital
importance.

The Election Law of Myanmar does
not define the percentage of the voters
required for the success of an election,
and according to the studies other
countries do the same. If the voter
population exceeds 50 percent, it can be
determined that the election includes
the majority wish. Endeavours will be
made for holding an honorable and
successful election. In the global arena,
voter turnout of the elections of certain
countries may be lower than 50 percent,
but the figure exceeds 50 percent in the
elections of most countries.

Regarding the quorum for a parlia-
mentary session, the Section 85 of the

Constitution says, “The first day session
of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall be valid
if more than half of the total number,
who have the right to attend the session,
is present. The valid sessions that are
extended shall be valid if at least one-
third of the Hluttaw representatives
are present.” As for the attendance
of a parliamentary session to reach
50 percent, the election will be held in
all possible townships. Measures will
be taken for all eligible voters to cast
votes. An advanced voting system will
be arranged for the displaced persons
of the natural disaster-hit areas, and
voting rights of the persons who are in
the safe places will be ensured.

Measures will be taken for the political
parties to launch canvassing campaigns
during the election period. Parties should
have the right to open offices and all
eligible persons should also have the
right to join their chosen party. The
relevant organizations must conduct
careful checks to prevent the occurrence
of the extra number of party members
through overlaps.

It is necessary to systematically
supervise the qualifications of Hluttaw
candidate representatives. As candi-
dates conduct campaign activities, their
security must be arranged and ensured
by themselves. Moreover, within the

specified timeframe, security guarantees
must be provided to ensure that voting
can be conducted safely according to
the respective townships.

There may be individuals and groups,
both domestic and foreign, who atte-
mpt to sabotage the successful conduct
of the election. They may use various
methods to undermine the election’s
success. Similarly, among foreign coun-
tries, some may support and welcome
the holding of a multi-party democratic
general election in Myanmar, while
others may take a critical stance toward
it. Therefore, the upcoming election
must be conducted as a free and fair
election, free from any immorality. To
prevent any fraud, Myanmar electronic
voting machines have been fully funded
and implemented, ensuring that no form
of misconduct can occur. Furthermore,
necessary protection measures mustbe
provided to political party members and
candidate representatives participating
in the election so that they can safely
carry out their activities from the cam-
paigning period through to the voting
period.

Regarding the allegations and kill-
ings labeling government staff and the
public as “informants,” such incidents
may increase during the election period,

See Page - 19mm
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so effective prevention and protective
measures need to be implemented.
Those who commit such acts must be
collectively identified and exposed, and
the judicial sector must expedite their
prosecution. Since these are not ordinary
cases but offenses that threaten the
security of government staff and the
public, swift and effective legal action
is necessary.

According to current records, there are
over seven million students attending
schools nationwide. Among the schools
that were open last year; some are unable
to open this year, while some schools
that could not open last year are able to
open this year. It is necessary to focus
on ensuring that schools currently
operating are not closed unnecessarily
due to natural disasters or other avoid-
able reasons. As the saying goes, “Let
us ensure education sector for the
development of the Nation,” education is
very important for the country. A review
of the schedules for the 2024-2025 and
2025-2026 academic years shows that
allregions and states are experiencing
insufficient student enrolment and weak
grade promotion rates. Therefore, the
relevant ministries need to conduct
research and seek solutions to address
the decline in education quality. The
commission also emphasizes the need
to prioritize improving education quality
going forward.

Recently, there have been arrests
related toillegal trade in border areas.
Suppressing and preventing illegal
trade will help uphold the rule of law
and reduce armed terrorists. Armed
terrorists in border regions use the pro-
fits collected from illegal trade to streng-
then their forces, which undermines
national stability and the rule of law.
Therefore, all must effectively combat

illegal trade to promote peace, stability,
and the rule of law. Those responsible
for exposing and preventing illegal trade
must carry out their duties systemati-
cally and diligently with loyalty to the
nation. Looking back at the country’s
history, illegal trade routes have caused
economic damage. Valuable national
resources have been smuggled out
through clandestine channels, and
illegal goods smuggled in, preventing
economic growth. In line with the motto
“Let us encourage production for pro-
sperity of the Nation,” only with produc-
tive industries can the national economy
remain strong. Hence, efforts to pro-
mote production activities must con-
tinue.
Presentation by Relevant Sectors

Subsequently, the Commission Secre-
tary Joint Executive Chief presented an
assessment of the feasibility of conduct-
ing multi-party democratic general
elections in phases across regions and
states at the township level, the distribu-
tion and usability of Myanmar Electronic
Voting Machines (MEVMs), and matters
related to security arrangements. The
Commission Member Union Minister
for Home Affairs provided comparative
data on security and rule of law over
the years, the establishment of public
security and counter-terrorism units,
and measures to enhance security to
ensure the successful conduct of the
elections. The Commission Member
Chief of General Staff (Army, Navy
and Air) discussed ongoing military
operations and security activities in
collaboration with regional military
commands, efforts to strengthen
territorial control to expand election
activities at the township level, and
plans for further implementation. The
Commission Member Union Minister for
Foreign Affairs outlined arrangements
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for enabling overseas voters to cast
advance votes, noting that, based on
election-related studies, out of 193 UN
member states, 123 countries donot have
provisions for advance voting, while 70
countries have adopted advance voting
systems. Of these 70, 54 countries allow
both domestic and overseas advance
voting, while 16 permit only domestic
advance voting. Furthermore, only 15
countries allow all voters to cast advance
votes freely, while 55 countries specify
particular categories of voters eligible
for advance voting.

The Commission Vice Chairman
presented details on the activities of
opposing organizations and Ethnic
Armed Organizations (EAOs) across
regions and states, progress in military
operations and security measures, and
efforts by the military, public security,
counter-terrorism units, and people’s
militia to combat drug trafficking, illegal
smuggling, and other illicit activities.

General Discussion

Subsequently, Commission Member
Prime Minister U Nyo Saw discussed the
preparations by government ministries
to ensure the successful conduct of the
elections, as well as efforts to enhance
public education. Commission Member
Executive Chief U Aung Lin Dway
reported on the transportation of MEVMSs
and the implementation of election laws
and procedures. Commission Member
Union Minister for Defence General
Maung Maung Aye highlighted media
efforts to raise public awareness about
the use of MEVMs, emphasizing the
need to encourage all eligible voters
to participate and ensure the elections’
success to advance the multi-party
democratic system desired by the
public.

Supplementary Instructions

Regarding the presentations, the

Senior General instructed on the need
to expand the number of townships
where elections can be held, address
military and security-related matters,
implement phased elections, and arrange
for the use of MEVMs. The Ministry of
Home Affairs was directed to enhance
security for political party personnel,
party offices, and wards, as well as to
ensure the competence of police force
members. The Tatmadaw was tasked
with supporting media campaigns and
public education efforts to ensure the
elections’ success, while those who
support democracy were urged to
promote and support efforts to achieve
a successful election outcome.

In the concluding remarks, the Senior
General emphasized the priority of suc-
cessfully conducting multi-party de-
mocratic elections. He noted that indi-
viduals and organizations opposing
national stability and development might
engage in disruptive acts or attacks to
undermine the elections. Such actions
could involve drug trafficking, online
gambling, and other indirect attacks
that could affect national and regional
security. He stressed the importance
of intensifying efforts to combat drug
trafficking and effectively address
online financial fraud, ensuring legal
action based on thorough intelligence
gathering. Security authorities, in
collaboration with local administrative
bodies and the public, were directed to
decisively address these issues.

The commission, established to
provide guidance and coordination for
national defence, security, peace, and
the successful conduct of multi-party
democratic elections, urged all members
to work tirelessly to ensure the success
of these objectives. The meeting came
to a conclusion.

100

Groundnut seeds marketable in Maubin Township

KYAUGGON August 12

Groundnut seeds are in high demand
in the market of Maubin Township of
Ayeyawady Region, said Daw Myat May,
the owner of pulses and beans trading
in Maubin Township.

In Maubin Township’s bean market,
since the second week of June this
year until now, the buying and selling

of groundnut seeds have become more
active. This improvement in groundnut
seed trading is reportedly due toincreased
purchasing by businesses that produce
groundnut oil.

"Apart from local groundnut seeds,
summer groundnut seeds from other
regions are also entering the market
now. Currently, the market price for

groundnut seeds has reached up to
Ks-24,000 per basket. As groundnut
oil production is doing well, the trading
of groundnut seeds has also improved.
There is potential for the trade to get
even better. Until the new summer
groundnut harvest arrives, the trade
is expected to remain strong. With the
current demand for groundnut seeds,

farmers are generally satisfied, and
both laborers and merchants are also
doing well," said Daw Myat May.

Food product dealers in Maubin
Township are purchasing groundnut
seeds to process them into various
products such as groundnut cooking
oil, groundnut snacks, and groundnut
shells. These are then systematically
packaged and transported for sale to
other regions. SK

Over 12,000 acres of pigeon pea planted in Wetlet Township during monsoon

WETLET August 12

According to the Wetlet Township
Department of Agriculture of Sagaing
Region, local farmers have planted
more than 12,000 acres of pigeon pea
in the township this monsoon.

In 2025-2026 monsoon cultivation sea-
son, local authorities earmarked culti-
vation of 21,256 acres of pigeon pea in
Wetlet Township but farmers have so

far planted 12,880 acres of crops against
the target cultivation.

"This year, during the monsoon crop
season in Wetlet Township, over 21,000
acres of pigeon pea are planned for
cultivation. As of today, more than 12,000
acres have alreadybeen cultivated. Efforts
are being made to ensure that the targe-
ted acreage is fully planted. Measures
are also being taken to ensure high yield

in pigeon pea cultivation. Pigeon peas
are being grown both as a sole crop and
as an intercropped/relay crop," said
Daw Kyin San, Head of the Wetlet Town-
ship Department of Agriculture.

Itis reported that, this year, the Wetlet
Township Department of Agriculture is
providing field-level technical support
to farmers growing pigeon peas. This
includes guidance on using quality and

pure seeds, proper cultivation methods,
pest prevention, and yield improvement.

Moreover, the township agriculture
department is disseminating techniques
of making natural fertilizers to help
reduce the cost of purchasing foliar
fertilizers. These methods reportedly
reduce cultivation costs, keep the plants
free from pests, and promote healthy
plant growth. SK
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97 aid packages airdropped over Gaza

as famine worsens

JERUSALEM August 12

Five countries airdropped a total of
97 food packages into Gaza on Tues-
day as a severe famine unfolds in the
besieged enclave.

The packages were delivered by
the United Arab Emirates, Germany,
Belgium, France and Italy, the Israeli
military said, noting that the deli-
veries were made "in accordance with
directives from the political echelon."

The military said the airdrops are
expected to continue in cooperation
with foreign countries, while denying
Israel was deliberately causing starva-

tion in Gaza.

Also on Tuesday, Al-Shifa Medical
Complex Director Mohammed Abu
Salmiya told Al Jazeera TV that famine
in the enclave has entered "advanced
and dangerous stages," affecting all age
groups. About 350,000 children under
the age of five are suffering from serious
health conditions due to malnutrition,
he said.

Gaza's health authorities reported
five more deaths from famine and
malnutrition in the past day, including
two children, bringing the total number
of hunger-related deaths to 227, includ-
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ing 103 children.
The total number of people killed by
Israeli strikes since October 2023 has

risen to 61,599, with another 154,088
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wounded, according to the health
authorities. Xinhua

Germany should present own peace initiative
instead of criticizing Alaska Summit - AfD

MOSCOW August 12

Germany should have presented its
own Ukraine peace initiative instead
of criticizing the upcoming meeting
between Russian President Vladimir
Putin and US President Donald Trump
in Alaska, Alice Weidel, a co-leader of
the right-wing Alternative for Germany
(AfD) party, said on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, Hungarian Prime

Minister Viktor Orban disavowed a
statement on Ukraine issued by the
European Council onbehalf of EU leaders,
inwhich it pledged to continue providing
military and diplomatic support to Kiev
and imposing restrictive measures
against Russia. Orban argued that the
European Union should propose an
EU-Russia summit instead of "providing
instructions from the bench."

"Once again, the right impulses are
coming from Viktor Orban in Budapest,
not from Brussels or Berlin. Instead of
criticizing the meeting in Alaska from
the kids' table and cementing its irrele-
vance, the German government should
have taken responsibility and launched
a comparable peace initiative in Ger-
many's interest,” Weidel wrote on X.

Sputnik

India approves four new semiconductor projects

worth US$-524M

NEW DELHI August 12

The Indian cabinet on Tuesday appro-
ved four new semiconductor projects
with a combined investment portfolio
of 46 million rupees (US$-524,000).

"The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved
four more semiconductor projects
under India Semiconductor Mission
(ISM)," the government said, adding
that "These four approved proposals
will setup semiconductor manufacturing
facilities with cumulative investment of
around Rs.4,600 crore." Sputnik

Zelensky transfers US$-50MIn to UAE every month, obtained
through corruption - reports

ANKARA August 12

Turkish newspaper Aydinlik published
on Monday the bank accounts of com-
panies based in the UAE involved in the
corruption scheme of Volodymyr Zelen-
sky’s cronies, about US$-50 million are
transferred to the Middle Eastern coun-
try every month.

Since last year, Ukraine has been roc-
ked by allegations of corruption, which
can "strike the Kiev government in the
very heart," the newspaper reported,

adding that the main problem for Zelen-
sky is that his inner circle is also involved
in the corruption case.

Zelensky's closest circle transfers
about US$-50 million a month to the acc-
ounts of two companies linked to Andrei
Gmyrin, the alleged disposer of funds
obtained through corruption, the news-
paper reported. Both companies are
basedin the United Arab Emirates— GFM
Investment Group LL.C (UAE No. 967369,
No. 11707266, Emirates NBD bank acco-

unt number: AE 210260001015792940701)
and Gmyrin Family Holding Limited
(UAE No. ICC20210636, No. 11664590),
the newspaper reported.

Gmyrin, who is a former consultant to
the State Property Fund of Ukraine
(SPFU), is under international investi-
gation in connection with his complex
network of companies and a portfolio
of luxury goods in France, the UAE
and Europe, the newspaper reported.

Sputnik

Jellyfish force
French nuclear
plant shutdown

PARIS August 12

A “massive” swarm of jellyfish has
triggered the shutdown of a nuclear
power plant in northern France, the
operator of the facility said on Monday.

The bloom of marine creatures clogged
cooling systems filters at the plant at
Gravelines, according to energy group
EDF. The “massive and unpredictable
presence of jellyfish” prompted four of
the facility’s power units to automatically
shut off. The entire plant was put offline,
as two otherunits were already inoperable
due to maintenance.

The incident, which occurred late on
Sunday, had “no impact on the safety of
the facilities, the safety of personnel, or
the environment,” EDF said, adding that
the gelatinous creatures made it only to
“the non-nuclear part of the facilities.”

“The plant teams are mobilized and
are currently carrying out the necessary
diagnostics and interventions to be able
to restart the production units safely,”
the energy group added.

The nuclear site draws cooling water
from a channel linking it to the North
Sea, which is home to several jellyfish
species. The plant operator did not
elaborate on the type of jellyfish involved
in the incident.

There are multiple cases of jellyfish
getting sucked into cooling systems or
clogging up intake pipes of nuclear and
conventional energy facilities world-
wide.

The Gravelines power plant is one of
the largest nuclear sites in France, a
country which gets 70% of its electricity
from nuclear installations. Six of the
facility's units have a peak production
of 900 megawatts each, making the
station alone capable of powering an
estimated 5 million homes.

RT
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

What Is an Electric Vehicle and How Does It Work?

When thinking about what an Electric
Vehicle (EV) is, people might think they
are new inventions. Yet EVs have been
around since the invention of the motor
car. Technology shortcomings limited the
idea until recent advances made them
commerecially viable — even desirable.

What is an EV?

EVis an acronym for electric vehicle.
What are EVs? They are cars with an
electric motor powered by a battery
instead of a combustion engine powered
by gasoline.

One of the reasons EVs have gained
in popularity is improvements to newer
battery technology. Old lead-acid batte-
ries were very heavy, had a range of
less than 100 miles and only functioned
through several hundred deep cycles.
New lithium-ion batteries have arange
of up to 300 miles and 10 times the life,
remaining functional through about
2,000 deep cycles.

With increasingly affordable, simpler,
quieter engines that don’t emit toxic
exhaust, more people are asking what an
electric vehicle is and why it’s beneficial
to own one.

Benefits of electric cars

Various types of electric vehicles are
gaining consumer acceptance because of
the benefits they provide. These include:

¢ Clean air. They don’t burn fossil
fuel, so they are not spewing toxins
on the streets and in neighborhoods
where you live.

* Quiet. Electric engines make much
less noise than combustion engines.

* Low maintenance. The engines
have fewer moving parts to wear out,
meaning you may spend less money and
effort on engine maintenance.

* Save money on gas. Though initially
more expensive, you won’t be paying
at the pump to keep your EV running.

* Fast acceleration. Electric motors
produce amazing torque the instant
you step on the accelerator.

* Advanced technology. Most models
feature sleek styling and a variety of
onboard features that make them a
tech showcase.

What types of electric cars are there?

When asking: What is an EV? The
answer will include several types of
electric vehicles that are commercially

available.

1. Plug-in all-electric vehicles (battery
electric vehicles or BEVSs)

These EVs are powered by a recharge-
able battery. They have a range limited
battery capacity. The speed of travel
and terrain influence how far these
cars can go between charges. Driving
faster and climbing hills reduces their
range.

2. Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(PHEVs)

Hybrid vehicles run on either battery
power or fossil fuels. Plug them in to
charge or run them on gasoline or
diesel. They have a longer range than
battery-only BEVs, as you can switch
between power sources. Because they
have two sources of power, they require
more maintenance. They also emit
pollution when running on fossil fuels.

3. Hybrid-electric vehicles

You might ask: Do electric cars use
gas? The answer is yes, when talking
about hybrid electric vehicles. These
types of EVs have a combustion engine
that both powers the car and charges
the battery. Instead of plugging it
in, the battery gets power from the
combustion engine, so it is an electric
car that uses gas.

4. Fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEVs)

Instead of drawing energy from a
battery, these electric vehicles use fuel
cells full of hydrogen gas. The fuel cell
stack features electrodes that use both
hydrogen and oxygen to generate the
electricity that then powers the motor.
FCEVs also don’t emit carbon dioxide
or other forms of air pollution.

How does the electric car engine work?

In place of cylinders and pistons,
electric engines generate power by
creating a magnetic field that turns
electrical energy from a battery into
mechanical energy.

How does EV charging work?

You have choices for how you charge
the battery for your EV. Level 1 chargers
run through a common 120V AC outlet.
When charging your EV with a Level 1
charger, a range of 2 to 5 miles will be
added to your car’s battery for every
hour it’s plugged in.

Most people buy a Level 2 charger
for at-home charging on upgraded 240

How do electric @ ﬁ:@
vehicles work? Sl

Inverter

This is an important part of
B EV; 8 It converts
wectricity bom AC 1 DG 1
#2000 [ the battory, nd then
Back 10 AC t0 be Used in the.
thoctri: motar Th imvanos an

V service. These chargers will give you
40 miles of range for every hour they
are plugged in.

Some people find using a public charg-
ing station to be more convenient. These
use DC fast charging technology that
gives you 10 miles or range per minute.

The fast-growing popularity of electric
cars is driving demand for public EV
car charging stations. While not as
common today as gas stations, that is
changing. In the meantime, you’ll have
to put a little extra effort into planning
your routes and managing your energy
consumption.

EVs and their ranges

The range or distance your EV can
travel on a fully charged battery will
vary according to several factors.
Each model of EV has different ranges.
The size and chemistry of the battery
determines range, with lithium-ion
batteries offering the greatest distance.

Level 1 - typically rated less than 2kW

Most electric vehicles come with a 120
V charger you can plug into an ordinary
wall socket in your home. These easy
and inexpensive chargers have a cost,
however. Because they are so slow to
charge your vehicle, it may take close
to 50 hours to charge a BEV or 6 hours
to fully charge a PHEV.

Estimated electric range per hour of
charging: 2 to 5 miles

Level 2 - typically rated from 7kW
to 19kW

Vehicle chargers that run on 240 V
are often available in parking garages,
some gas stations and near stores. If
you have your own garage, you can
buy a Level 2 charger and install 240 V

. EV battery

Thi bistery is Bea the Fuel tank’
of an EV and wil generally be

Battery charger

EVS hav 8 bastary aod char bult

Tt hr, This s whiare yosd phu
recharge.

service to it. This option dramatically
cuts charging time. It takes between 4
and 10 hours to charge a BEV and 1 to
2 hours to charge a PHEV with a Level
2 device. You can find answers here to
the commonly asked questions about
home chargers.

Estimated electric range per hour of
charging: 40 miles

Direct current fast charging (DCFC)
- typically rated from 50kW to 350kW

DC fast chargers are an option if your
EV can accommodate rapid battery
charging. You can charge your EV to
80 percent in under an hour. PHEVs
cannot be charged with a DCFC charger.

Estimated electric range per hour of
charging: 60 miles

Charging electric vehicles on the go

While charging at home may sometimes
be an option, you will probably also want
to charge your EV while traveling—often
in areas where you may not be familiar
with your options. Constellation has
made finding public Level 2 and fast
chargers easy with our guide to finding
charging stations.

Charge electric vehicles at home with
Constellation

Charging at home is your most
convenient option. To make the process
smooth and easy, Constellation is/will
be releasing at-home EV charging
solutions that include upgrades to
240 V service. For safety, convenience
and cost-effectiveness, installing an
electric vehicle charging point at home
is worth considering. Contact us to get
an estimate for adding the latest home
EV charging technology.

Constellation
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