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“ Towards 30 years of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action:
UNITE to End Violence Against Women”
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives H.E. Mr. Uladzimir Baravikou, the Ambassador of Belarus to Myanmar.

NAY PYI TAW December 4
Chairman of State Administ-
ration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
received H.E. Mr. Uladzimir
Baravikou, the Ambassador of
Belarus to Myanmar based in
Hanoi, this morning. The meet-
ing took place at the reception
hall of the Office of the Chairman
of the State Administration Co-

uncil in Nay Pyi Taw.

Along with the Senior General,
Joint SAC Secretary General
Ye Win Oo, Deputy Prime Mini-
ster and Union Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Than Swe and
officials attended the meeting.

During the meeting, cordial
discussions focused on streng-
thening bilateral friendship and
cooperation. Key topics included

enhancing diplomatic relations
and trade, fostering collaborat-
ion in education, agriculture,
farming, healthcare, industry,
and tourism, as well as expand-
ingpartnerships in various other
sectors. The agenda also cover-
ed initiatives for sending stud-
ents on study tours, dispatching
scholars in science and techno-
logy, and advancing defence

5122004 | G
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Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing receives Ambassador of Belarus to

Myanmar based in Hanoi

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents a gift to H.E. Mr.Uladzimir
Baravikou, the Ambassador of Belarus to Myanmar.

cooperation.
After the meeting, the Senior
General and the Ambassador

of Belarus exchanged gifts and
posed for a group photograph.
100

Myaung Township manages harvest of more than 18,000 acres of green gram

MYAUNG December 4

Atotal of 18,748 acres of green
gram has been harvested in
Myaung Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the Saga-
ing District Department of Agri-
culture.

This year; local farmers plant-
ed 2,813 acres of pre-monsoon
green gram and 16,952 acres

of monsoon green gram, totall-
ing 19,765 acres. They started
cultivation of crops in August
this year. So far, they have har-
vested 2,813 acres of pre-moon
green gram, yielding 19.62 bas-
kets per acre and 16,935 acres
of monsoon green gram, produ-
cing 17.72 baskets per acre.
Daw Thida Lwin, Head of

Sagaing District Department
of Agriculture explained: “This
year, local farmers planted just
19,765 acres of green gram in
Myaung Township. Now, they
are harvesting the crops. So
far, they have completed har-
vest of 18,000 acres of crops
with high yield. We have plans
to educate local farmers to

expand sown acreage of green
gram and use quality strains
of crops to boost per-acre yield
of crops.”

This year, officials of the Agri-
culture Department dissemi-
nated knowledge about use of
quality strains of crops, good
agricultural techniques, preve-
ntion of pests and broadcast-

ing of fertilizers to local far-
mers.

Moreover, officials of the
township department cooperated
with local farmers for providing
quality crops, agricultural inputs
and post-harvest technology
for local farmers to minimize
loss and waste of crops.

SMK

More than 7,000 acres of vegetables planted in KhinU Township

KHINU December 4

Local farmers have so far
placed 7,895 acres of croplands
under vegetables as cold sea-
son crops in KhinU Township
of Sagaing Region, according
to the statistics of KhinU Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

Local authorities planned to
grow 9,869 acres of vegetables

in the township in 2024-2025
cold season but farmers have
planted 7,895 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.

U Nay Win Naing, Head of
KhinU Township Department
of Agriculture said: “We earmar-
ked cultivation of more than
9,000 acres of vegetables this
cold season. Local farmers have

planted over 7,000 acres of
crops. They grow mustard, chilli,
spicy, potato, cabbage, eggplant,
Chinese cabbage and cauli-
flower. We provide agricultural
techniques for farmers to use
GAP system. Moreover, we urge
them to take care of growing
crops with least chemical resi-
dues.”

This year; officials of the town-
ship Department of Agriculture
conducted training courses for
local farmers to grow vegeta-
bles with modern agricultural
techniques to produce the heal-
thy crops and expand sown
acreage of crops.

Seasonal vegetable crops are
thriving in KhinU Township to

contribute increase of family
incomes of local farmers. The
Township Department of Agri-
culture raise farmer aware-
ness to use correct agricultu-
ral techniques, prevent pests
and use natural fertilizers and
pests for boosting production
of crops.

SK
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NAY PYI TAW December 4

Myanmar is exporting more
prawns to both domestic and
international markets during
this year's fishing season, acc-
ording to U Aung Than Oo, Vice
Chairman of the Myanmar Fish-
eries Federation (MFF).

In the past, domestic con-
sumption for saltwater prawns
was low and they were mainly
exported, but now the market
has changed and domestic
consumption has increased by
10 percent.

“During this year's fishing
season, the capture of prawns

is increasing and sales are also
increasing. In previous years,
90 percent of our prawns produ-
ction was exported and only 10
percent went to the local market.
This year, domestic demand
has increased by more than 20
percent. Almost 80 percent are
foreign exports. In the past,
prawns were expensive so
local people didn't eat it much
and there was no local demand.
Now, the market has changed
due to the fact that it is conven-
ient to buy at this price level,”
he said.

SK
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Kyaiklat Township supplies
550,000 pieces of coconuts
to Yangon market

KYAIKLAT December 4

“Businesspersons from Kyai-
klat Township of Ayeyawady
Region sold 550,000 pieces of
coconut to Yangon market,” said
Daw Aye Myint, the owner of
coconut trading centre in Kyai-
klat Township.

They sent 400,000 pieces of
coconut to Yangon in Septem-
ber but 550,000 in October.
Coconut fetches Ks-88,000 per
100 pieces of coconuts in Yangon
market.

Daw Aye Myint unveiled:

“Businesspersons mainly sell
coconut from Bogale to Yangon
market. In October, trading of
coconut is good due to high
demand. As demand is high for
purchase of coconuts, local far-
mers and those in trading chains
can earn increased income.”
She commented that busi-
nesspersons, coconut farmers,
freighters, truck drivers and
all persons in the trading chain
are convenient in earning in-
come.
SMK

market

NYAUNGDON December 4

“Local businesspersons from
Nyaunggon Township of Aye-
yawady Region supply 70,000
bags of Thai Baygya paddy
to Yangon market,” said Daw
Khaing Kyaing Win, the ow-
ner of Rice and Paddy Trading

70,000 bags of T

Commodity Centre in Nyaung-
don Township.

It was reported that a total
of 40,000 bags of Thai Bay-
gya paddy was sent by local
farmers from Nyaungdon Town-
ship to Yangon market in Au-
gust but 70,000 bags in Septem-

nai Baygya paddy sent to Yangon

ber.

Daw Khaing Khaing Win
disclosed: “We sent 70,000 bags
of Thai Baygya paddy to Yangon
market in September alone.
Local merchants mostly send
agricultural produce to Yangon
market. Thai Baygya is one of

the paddy strains included in
the non-premium quality. Now,
demand is high from Yangon
market to purchase Thai Baygya
from us. At present, paddy price
is high at the market at home
and abroad.”

SMK

Labutta Township sells 80,000 viss of sundried salt to

Yangon market

LABUTTA December 4
“Local merchants sold 80,000
viss of sundried salt to Yangon
market in October,” said Daw
Mar Mar Yi, the owner of salt
production in Labutta Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region.

They supplied 58,000 viss of
sundried salt to Yangon market
in September but 80,000 viss in
October.

Daw Mar Mar Yi said: “Local
merchants primarily sell salt
to Yangon market only. In

October, they sold 80,000 viss
of sundried salt to Yangon. In
November, they are still selling
a lot of salt to Yangon. Due to
high demand, local salt farmers
and those in the industry are
convenient in earning incomes.”

Local salt farmers produce
salt tobe sold to Yangon market.
Salt fetches Ks-59,000 per 10
viss. Sundried salt is used in
fish paste, dried fish and fish
sauce.

SK

Monywa
Township
reaps more
than 700 acres
of black gram
this year

MONYWA December 4

Local farmers in Monywa
Township of Sagaing Region
have reaped 755 acres of black
gram planted in recent mon-
soon, according to the Monywa
Township Department of Agri-
culture.

Local farmers planted 755
acres of black gram this year
in Monywa Township and they
started harvesting of crops in
August. So far; they have harves-
ted 755 acres of crops, yielding
10 baskets per acre.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of
Monywa Township Department
of Agriculture disclosed: “Local
farmers have harvested all 755
acres of black gram in Monywa
Township. Our department
provided necessary aid such
as agricultural techniques and
ways of preventing pests to
local farmers.”

This year, the township De-
partment of Agriculture helped
local farmers use quality strains
of black gram, prevent pests
and systematically use fertilizers
in order to boost per-acre yield
of crops.

Moreover, officials cooperate
with local farmers in harvesting
black gram with modern techni-
ques and post-harvest technology
to minimize loss and waste in
process. SK
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Economic
growth buttre-
ssed by high
added value
industries

MOSCOW December 4

Russia's GDP has grown by
4.1 precent in January-October
this year, and the main growth
is concentrated in manufactur-
ing industries, namely, in sec-
tors with high added value,
President Putin said on Wed-
nesday.

"Last year, Russia's gross
domestic product grew by 3.6
percent. This is well known.
And in January-October of this
year, it increased by 4.1 precent.
Moreover, [this] growth is mainly
concentrated in manufacturing
industries, that is, in sectors with
high added value. So, in 10 mon-
ths, our manufacturing industry
has increased by more than 8
percent, or rather 8".

The Russian economy will
grow by approximately 4 percent
this year, Putin said on Wednes-
day.

"This year Russia's economy
will expand, last year it was 3.6
percent, this year it will be
around 4 percent: 3.9 percent,
or maybe 4 percent," Putin said.

Sputnik

5-12-2024 | W

Russia sees third straight year of rising investments amid
external challenges — Putin

MOSCOW December 4

Vladimir Putin delivered a
speech on Russia's economy
and its part in the global value
chain, touching upon financial
issues and welcoming foreign
investors to the Russian stock
market.

Investments in fixed capital
by the Russian business sector
are growing for the third year
in a row, despite all the difficul-
ties that have emerged or that
are being created from the out-

side, Russian President Vladimir
Putin said on Wednesday.

"Taking into account all the
difficulties, investments in fixed
capital of Russian business have
been growing for the third year
inarow, despite all the problems
that we are experiencing or
that they are trying to create
for us from the outside," Putin
said at VTB’s "Russia Calling"
investment forum.

The Russian Federation will
continue to strengthen the

capital market, and support
companies entering the stock

exchange, the president added.
Sputnik

South Korea’s martial law turmoil: North
Korea will watch ‘this drama play out’

AN ) A 4 LNESs [l

MOSCOW December 4

The South Korean President
announced on Tuesday night
that he was reversing his martial

™ (& g .’

law decision shortly after the
parliament voted to block the
move.

"Tronically, we sometimes talk

about deescalating tensions
between the two Koreas, but
here, it is deescalating tensions
among the South Koreans!"
Michael Madden, nonresident
fellow at the Stimson Center,
told Sputnik when commenting
on South Korean President Yoon
Suk-yeol’s aborted attempt to
impose martial law in his coun-
try.

The move could be descri-
bed as a "preemptive strike in
terms of President Yoon's dome-
stic standing", Madden, who is
also aleading contributing ana-

lyst to 38 North and director
and founder of NK Leadership
Watch, said.

He warned there could be
far-reaching consequences
from South Korea’s "domestic
political turmoil" which saw the
country’s parliament swiftly
block Yoon’s martial law-related
order:

"The most optimistic scenario
would involve Yoon staying in
office as a lame duck until his
term expires, and the wider
ROK political leadership runn-
ing interim government until
the next presidential election
in 2027," according to the ana-
lyst. On the other hand, "we are
more likely to see this conflict
prolong," he added. Sputnik

Israeli attacks on Lebanon kill 4,047, injure 16,593: Health Minister

BEIRUT December 4

Lebanese Health Minister Firas
Abiad announced on Wednes-
day that 4,047 people have been
killed and 16,593 others injured
in Israeli attacks on Lebanon
since October of last year.

At a press conference in Bei-
rut, Abiad said that 316 children
were Kkilled and 1,456 others
injured, while 790 women were
killed and 3,357 others injured
inIsraeli strikes across Lebanon.

Abiad also revealed that 67
hospitals were targeted by
Israeli strikes, 40 of which were

directly hit and seven others
forcibly closed.

A ceasefire agreement bet-
ween Lebanon and Israel took
effect on November 27, following
a deadly conflict between the
Lebanese armed group Hezbo-
llah and Israel that began on
October 8,2023. The confrontat-
ion has been regarded as the
bloodiest since the last war bet-
ween Lebanon and Israel in 2006.

Under the agreement, both
sides agreed to a 60-day cessa-
tion of hostilities, with Israel
gradually withdrawing its forces

from southern Lebanon and
Hezbollah retreating north of
the Litani River.

Despite the truce, tensions
remain high as both sides ex-
change accusations of ceasefire
violations, raising concerns about
the agreement's durability.

A source from Lebanese mili-
tary intelligence, who required
anonymity, told Xinhua on Wed-
nesday that the Lebanese army
had redeployed to four military
sites west of the southern border
town of Shebaa, which it abandon-
ed about three months ago. The

source added that with this

redeployment, the Lebanese
army is now positioned appro-

CEN T\ SR
ximately 700 meters from the
Israeli sites in the occupied
Shebaa Farms. Xinhua

U.S. "relieved" after South Korea lifts martial law: security spokesperson

WASHINGTON December 4

The United States felt "reliev-
ed" that the declaration of an
emergency martial law was lifted
in South Korea, a spokesperson
for the U.S. National Security
Council (NSC) said Tuesday.

"We are relieved President
Yoon (Suk-yeol of South Korea)

has reversed course on his con-
cerning declaration of martial
law and respected the ROK
National Assembly's vote to
end it," the spokesperson said
in a statement.

Following the lifting of the
martial law order, the U.S. Em-
bassy in Seoul said in an alert

that despite the reversal, "the
situation remains fluid." It
advised U.S. nationals in the
country to "avoid areas where
demonstrations are taking
place."

The embassy said it would
cancel routine consular appoint-
ments for U.S. citizens and visa

applicants on Wednesday.

Yoon declared the emerg-
ency martial law in a televised
emergency address on Tuesday
night to eradicate anti-state
forces and uphold free constitu-
tional order.

This is the first martial law
declaration since the country's

military dictatorship ended in
the late 1980s.

However, the emergency
martial law was lifted early
Wednesday at an urgently con-
vened cabinet meeting after
the South Korean parliament
voted against it.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Honda’s CUV e: EV Scooter Lands In Europe, Could Change The E-Mobility Game

Alot of the new electric two-
wheeler innovations we’ve
been seeing in recent years
have come mostly from new
players which were mostly
previously unheard of. And
unfortunately, a lot of these
companies have been forced
to shut down due to a myriad
of financial issues.

But one thing a lot of these
companies had in common was
that they were perhaps simply
dreaming too big. Companies
like Sondors and Fuell revealed
highly sophisticated and futuri-
stic two-wheelers which were
just trying to be too many things
all at once. Plus, the fact that
these brands pretty much had
zero track record in the motor-
cycle industry didn’t really help,
either.

But now we’re seeing mains-
tream players join the electric
scene in full force. We’ve seen
it with Kawasaki’s Z and Ninja

E-1, and now, with Honda, and
its CUV e, a simple, no-frills ele-
ctric scooter.

Honda’s been making head-
lines recently when it comes
to its electric initiatives. At
EICMA, Big Red unveiled two
EV motorcycle concepts, and
not long after, announced that
it was investing heavily in solid-
state battery technology. All
while Honda’s Mobile Power
Pack e: has been proving its
versatility in Europe and Japan,
powering everything from con-
struction equipment to light
EVs to electric tourist boats.

And now, Honda has brought
the CUV e: to Europe, and I think
it’s an electric scooter that could
change the game.

Why? Well, because it’s sim-
ple. You see, the CUV e: isn’t
really trying to be anything other
than a practical, utilitarian scoo-
ter that wants to get you from
point A to B. It’s everything eve-

ryone has come to know and
love about scooters, and it just
so happens to be electric.

It gets a flat floorboard for
you to put some stuff on, a com-
fortable seating position, a
cubby hole up front, and the
option to install a selection of
practical accessories like a top
case, luggage rack, and wind-
screen. Sure, it boasts connec-
tivity tech like Honda’s Road-
Sync and built-in navigation.
But it doesn’t go overboard with
tons of tech simply for the sake
of tech. Best of all, it’s powered
by a tried and tested powert-
rain that puts the Honda Mobile
Power Pack e: in the spotlight
once again.

With all the crazy things going
on in the electric motorcycle
industry, the Honda CUV e:
certainly looks like a breath of
fresh air. The fact that it’s made
by one of the biggest and most
trusted manufacturers in the

world is a big plus, too. Now, I
don’t know about you, but if I
were asked whether I’d choose
a Honda EV scooter or some
Chinese knockoff EV scooter,
you can bet I'd pick the Honda.
Even ifit cost twice that of the
Chinese scooter.

To that end, how Honda prices

this thing will indeed be a very
important factor when conside-
ring its potential success. Ne-
vertheless, Honda has proven
that it knows how to make value-
packed two-wheelers, and
chances are the CUV e:’s price
will reflect this, too.

Inside EV

Battery Replacement Costs Are Poised To Plunge: 'Cheaper Than Fixing An Engine'
re——— _ o

The high-voltage battery is
the lifeblood of an electric vehi-
cle. However, concerns about
the long-term health of an EV
battery and the potential high
cost of replacing it, especially
on a used model, may deter
many buyers from going electric.
However, a silent revolution is
underway in the world of batt-
ery manufacturing. That revo-
lution is focused on increasing
the energy density of batteries

and improving their durability,
all of which is poised to impact
their replacement costs and
second-life values, as per a new
report from battery health and
data start-up Recurrent.
Battery replacements are
rare. Automakers generally
offer a warranty of eight years
or 100,000 miles on the pack.
Most modern batteries can last
twice as long and go double the
distance, according to Recurr-

ent. And that's a conservative
estimate. Tesla owners frequ-
ently report driving over 200,000
miles in their EVs, that too with
minimal degradation. There’s
even a 1.2 million-mile Model
S out there that has undergone
four battery replacements—
bringing the average replace-
ment mileage to a whopping
300,000 miles.

Most of us won’t go to such
extremes. But in the rare case
that you do require a replace-
ment for whatever reason, how
much will it cost in the future?
Assuming the industry conti-
nues to proliferate at the same
pace, Recurrent has an answer:
astonishingly low!

Citing data from climate res-
earch firm RMI, Recurrent
estimates that cell prices could
reach US$-35 per kWh by the
end of the decade. This would

translate to pack prices of US$-
50 per kWh, bringing the re-
placement cost of a 100 kWh
battery to US$-4,500-US$-5,000,
or about US$-3,375 for a 75 KkWh
pack. These estimates put EV
battery replacement costs on
par with replacing an internal
combustion engine. J.D. Power
says engine replacement can
cost between US$-4,000 for a
four-cylinder unit and more
than US$-10,000 for a high-per-
formance one. How those prices
evolve down the line remains
tobe seen.As of today, replacing
an EVbattery can cost anywhere
between US$-5,000 to US$-16,000,
depending on the size of the
pack and the vehicle's make
and model. In most cases, you
never even have to think about
this for new cars. It's okay for
most used EVs too, but experts
recommend checking the health

of a used pack before putting
your money down.

Recurrent further said that
owners may be able to offset
battery replacement costs by
reselling their used packs. As
of today, a service shop usually
keeps the used pack if it's re-
placed. It will then be refurbish-
ed or sold to another company
to repurpose it for energy sto-
rage, backup power, or other
uses. However, industry experts
expect the used EV market to
grow substantially down the
line, with millions of used EV
owners who may be able to
negotiate the sale of their own
packs if replacement is requir-
ed. Recurrent projects this will
offset the price of a new pack
by a further US$-10-20 per kWh,
depending on the size, chemi-
stry and health.

Inside EV
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