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Thanlwin Bridge (Hpasawng) in Mese Township destroyed by landmine
attack by KNPP KNDF Groups and PDF terrorists

NAY PYI TAW February 17

Itis reported that the Thanlwin Bridge
(Hpasawng), located near Hpasawng
Town in Mese Township, Kayah State,
was destroyed by a landmine explosion
this morning by KNPE, KNDF groups
and so-called PDF terrorist insur-
gents.

The incident occurred around 7:20 am
today when KNPE, KNDF groups and
PDF terrorist insurgents planted
and detonated explosives to destroy
the public-utilized Thanlwin Bridge

(Hpasawng), situated approximately
320 meters west of Hpasawng Town,
Mese Township, Kayah State. The bridge
is located between mile posts 0/3 and
0/4 on the Hpasawng-Mese-BP(13)
road. The reinforced concrete bridge
measured 1,260 feet in length and 24
feet in width. The explosion caused
approximately 250 feet in length and 24
feet in width of the western abutment
to collapse. No injuries have been re-
ported. The attack was carried out to
hinder the Tatmadaw columns, which

had successfully recaptured and secur-
ed Hpasawng Town, from continuing
necessary area security operations and
pursuing the insurgent groups.

The terrorists, claiming to be working
for regional development but in reality
acting solely for their own selfish in-
terests, have viciously destroyed the
non-military target Thanlwin Bridge
(Hpasawng). This bridge was a critical
public infrastructure for local transpor-
tation and the flow of goods. Its destruc-

tion has caused significant hardship

and loss to the socio-economic life of
the local population.

It has been reported that the destruc-
tion of the bridge has rendered it
impassable for people and vehicles.
Relevant officials and staff from the
Department of Roads and Bridges
are working to repair the damage as
quickly as possible. Security forces
have increased security operations to
ensure peace and stability in the re-
gion.

100

Damage to the bridge caused by the landmine attack by KNPE, KNDF groups and PDF

terrorists on the Thanlwin Bridge (Hpasawng).

Damage to the bridge caused by the landmine attack by KNPP, KNDF groups and PDF
terrorists on the Thanlwin Bridge (Hpasawng).

Damage to the bridge caused by the landmine attack by KNPE KNDF groups and PDF terrorists

on the Thanlwin Bridge (Hpasawng).

Damage to the bridge caused by the landmine attack by KNPP, KNDF groups and PDF

terrorists on the Thanlwin Bridge (Hpasawng).
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More than 1,000 acres of rainfed paddy harvested in Myaung Township

1-,.--'.":‘:‘

MYAUNG February 17
Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department men-
tioned that more than 1,000
acres of rainfed paddy has been
harvested in Myaung Township

t“‘\ 'J.

.

-
of Sagaing Region.

Local farmers planted 3,408
acres of rainfed paddy in the
township this monsoon. They
started harvesting in Novem-
ber last year, and so far they

e & =

.b‘.

have harvested 1,695 acres of
crops, yielding 76.05 baskets
per acre.

“During this monsoon cro-
pping season, a total of 3,408
acres of rainfed paddy were

cultivated in Myaung Township.
Harvesting of these rainfed
paddy fields is currently under
way, and as of today, more than
1,000 acres have already been
harvested. Necessary techno-
logies and seed varieties were
provided for rainfed paddy
cultivation, and field-level su-
pport was carried out to ensure
that farmers were able to plant
on time,” said Daw Myat Moe
Win, Head of the Sagaing Di-
strict Department of Agricul-
ture.

Itis learned that during this
monsoon cropping season,
the relevant township Depart-
ment of Agriculture and local
farmers worked together to
ensure systematic cultivation
of rainfed paddy without major
difficulties.

In Myaung Township, rainfed
paddy farmers were provided

with agricultural technical
assistance, awareness on pest
prevention, measures to pre-
vent crop losses, and guidance
to ensure that harvested paddy
is transported to sheltered sto-
rage in a timely manner;, accord-
ing to reports.

To ensure successful crop
growth and good yields from
the rainfed paddy fields culti-
vated in Myaung Township this
year, staff of the Township De-
partment of Agriculture have
been carrying out field-level
extension activities, including
guidance on selecting and plan-
ting quality and pure seed va-
rieties, monitoring and preven-
ting pest infestations, timely
weeding and inter-cultivation,
rouging of off-type plants, and
the systematic application of
chemical fertilizers.

SMK

Dabayin Township sets target for cultivation
of black gram this year

DABAYIN February 17

Local farmers have grown
6,009 acres of black gram as
cold season crops in Dabayin
Township of Sagaing Region,
according to YeU District Agri-
culture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Dabayin Town-
ship has set a target of cultiva-
ting 15,147 acres of black gram.
Planting began in October last
year, and as of today, 6,009 acres
have already been cultivated,
according to reports.

“During this winter cropping
season in Dabayin Township,
black gram was earmarked
for cultivation on 15,147 acres,
and 6,009 acres have already
been planted against the target
cultivation. Efforts are being
made to meet the targeted acr-
eage. During the black gram
cultivation period, necessary
technologies, seed varieties, and
pest and disease prevention
methods are also being provid-
ed through field-level extension
activities,” said Zaw Myint Htun,

District Head of the YeU Di-
strict Department of Agricul-
ture.

In Dabayin Township, the
Township Department of Agri-
culture is providing black gram
farmers with awareness and
guidance on obtaining regiona-
lly suitable quality and pure
seed varieties, proper cultiva-
tion techniques, pest control,
systematic use of chemical
fertilizers, and measures to
achieve good yields, it is learn-
ed. SMK

More than 19,000 acres of rainfed paddy
harvested in KhinU Township

KHINU February 17

According to the data from
KhinU Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers
have harvested 19,925 acres of
rainfed paddy in KhinU Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
year.

In KhinU Township, a total
of 98,799 acres of rainfed
paddy were cultivated during
this monsoon cropping sea-
son. Harvesting of the cul-
tivated paddy fields began in
November last year, and as
of today, 19,925 acres have
been harvested, with an ave-
rage yield of 75.16 baskets per

acre.

“During this monsoon cro-
pping season, rainfed paddy
was cultivated on a total of
98,799 acres in KhinU Town-
ship. Harvesting of these paddy
fields is currently under way,
and as of today, 19,925 acres
have already been harvested.
Necessary technologies and
seed varieties were provided for
rainfed paddy cultivation, and
field-level support was carried
out to ensure that farmers were
able to plant on time,” said U
Nay Win Naing, Head of the
KhinU Township Department
of Agriculture.

During this monsoon cro-
pping season, the relevant
township Department of Agri-
culture and local farmers work-
ed together to ensure syste-
matic cultivation of rainfed
paddy without major difficul-
ties.

In KhinU Township, paddy
farmers were also provided
with agricultural technical
assistance, awareness on pest
prevention, measures to prev-
ent crop losses, and guidance
to ensure that harvested paddy
is transported to sheltered
storage in a timely manner.

SK

Kalay Township cultivates
more than 6,000 acres of green
gram this cold season

—

KALAY February 17

In Kalay Township, Kalay Di-
strict, Sagaing Region, a total of
6,155 acres of green gram have
already been cultivated during
this winter cropping season,
according to records from the
Kalay Township Department
of Agriculture.

During the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Kalay Town-
ship set a target of cultivating
9,190 acres of green gram. Plant-
ing began in October last year,
and as of today, 6,155 acres have
been cultivated, it is learned.

“During this winter cropp-
ing season in Kalay Township,
more than 9,000 acres of green
gram were planned for culti-
vation, and over 6,000 acres
have already been planted and
completed. Efforts are being
made to fully meet the targeted
acreage. Green gram cultivation

%h \\U”V
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has been increasing year by
year. With regard to green gram
production, extension activities
will be carried out to encourage
expanded cultivation, and far-
mers will be educated on the
use of quality and pure seed
varieties to ensure good yields,”
said Daw Marn Ewh, Township
Head of the Kalay Township
Department of Agriculture.

Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department raise far-
mer awareness of using quality
strains of crops, agricultural te-
chniques, prevention of pests
and systematic use of fertilizers
in order to ensure higher per
acre yield of crops.

Moreover, officials of the de-
partment cooperate with local
farmers in carrying out sorting
of quality seeds, use of agricul-
tural inputs, and applying post-
harvest technoogy. SK
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Arab, Islamic countries condemn Israeli decision to deepen control in West Bank

ABU DHABI February 17

The foreign ministers of the
United Arab Emirates, Tiirkiye,
Egypt, Jordan, Indonesia, Pa-
kistan, Saudi Arabia and Qatar
on Tuesday jointly condemned
Israel’s decision to designate
lands in the occupied West Bank
as so-called “state land.”

In a statement, the ministers
denounced Israel’s approval
of land ownership registration

and settlement procedures
in large parts of the territory,
saying the move is an illegal
escalation to expand settle-
ments and cement Israeli con-
trol over the occupied Pale-
stinian land.

They said the measures con-
stitute a flagrant violation of
international law, particularly
the Fourth Geneva Convention,
as well as relevant UN Security

Council resolutions, including
United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2334.

The ministers stated that the
move violates an Internatio-
nal Court of Justice advisory
opinion, which affirmed the
illegality of altering the terri-
tory’s status and stressed the
obligation to end the occupa-
tion.

According to the statement,

the move undermines the
prospects for a two-state solu-
tion and the efforts to achieve
ajust and comprehensive peace
in the region.

The ministers reiterated
their rejection of all unilateral
measures to change the legal,
demographic and historical
status of the occupied Palesti-
nian territory, warning that
such actions would further

heighten tensions and insta-
bility.

They also urged the interna-
tional community to take de-
cisive action to end the violations
and protect the Palestinian
people’s inalienable rights,
including their right to an in-
dependent state on the June 4,
1967 borders with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital.

Xinhua

Second
round of US-
Iran nuclear
talks ends
in Geneva -
Reports

WASHINGTON February 17

The second round of negotia-
tions between Washington and
Tehran on the Iranian nuclear
issue ended in Geneva on Tues-
day, Axios reported, citing a
US official.

Earlier in the day, Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmail Baghaei said that Iran
was ready to stay in Geneva for
several days, even weeks, in
order to reach an agreement
with the United States.

The United States held a
meeting with International
Atomic Energy Agency IAEA)
Director General Rafael Grossi
ahead of talks with Iran, Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmail Baghaei said.

“This morning, the US side
held talks with the Omani For-
eign Minister and the IAEA
director general. Iran’s position
on the nuclear issue, the lifting
of sanctions, and the framework
of any future agreement was
conveyed to the US side,” Bag-
haei was quoted as saying by
Iranian news agency IRNA.

Iran referred the question
of indirect participation by US
President Donald Trump in the
atomic talks with Tehran in
Geneva back to the US, IRNA
reported, citing a source close
to the Iranian negotiating team.

Earlier in the day, Trump
stated that he would indirectly
participate in the talks with
Iran, which took place in Geneva
on Tuesday.

Sputnik

Three dead, 3 critically injured in shooting at U.S. Rhode

Island arena

SAN FRANCISCO February 17

A shooting at an arena in
Pawtucket, U.S. Rhode Island,
has left three people dead,
including the suspect, and
three others critically injured
Monday afternoon, police said.

The gunman died from a
self-inflicted gunshot wound
after the attack.

Pawtucket Police Chief Tina
Goncalves told a news confe-
rence that officers responded to
reports of gunfire at the Dennis
M. Lynch Arena, where a hockey
event involving students from
multiple schools was underway.
The facility was crowded with

students and parents at the time.

Preliminary findings indicate
the shooter might have targeted
members of his own family.
One of those killed was a young
girl. The three injured victims
suffered gunshot wounds and
remain in critical condition at
a hospital.

Schools involved said all stu-
dents have been accounted for;
and officials were monitoring
the situation while coordinating
plans for safe reunification with
families.

Rhode Island Governor Dan
McKee said on X that the Rhode
Island State Police are working

with local law enforcement. “I
am praying for Pawtucket and
everyone involved.”

The shooting is the latest
incident of gun violence to draw
widespread concern in the
state. In December; a shooting

at Brown University left mul-

tiple people dead and wounded.
Gun violence in public spaces
continues to raise concerns
about community safety across
the United States.

Xinhua

Philippine ferry death toll climbs to 62

@x o
MANILA February 17

The confirmed death toll
from the sinking of a passenger
ferry off Basilan Province in
the southern Philippines has
risen to 62 after divers recove-
red more bodies from the wreck,
the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCQ®) said Tuesday.

In a report, the PCG said
search and rescue efforts are
ongoing, while 17 passengers
remain missing.

A S _a\ﬁﬂ-:}‘?:-v-

The ill-fated vessel, MV Trisha
Kerstin 3, sank on January 26
while en route from Zamboanga
city to Jolo in Sulu. Technical
divers have been conducting
challenging deep-water retrie-
val operations, hampered by
limited visibility and strong
currents.

At least 293 people survived
the incident, the PCG said, after
being rescued by responding
vessels and local fishermen

in the immediate aftermath of
the sinking.

The cause of the disaster
remains under investigation.

The tragedy is among the
deadliest maritime incidents
in the southern Philippines
in recent years, underscoring
ongoing concerns about the
safety of sea travel in an archi-
pelago heavily reliant on ferries
for inter-island transport.

Xinhua

Five dead
in Spain
apartment
fire

MADRID February 17

At least five people have
died and four others sustained
minor injuries in a fire on Mon-
day evening in northeastern
Spain, local authorities said.

The blaze erupted in a five-
storey residential building in
the town of Manlleu in Barce-
lona Province, Catalan Regio-
nal Fire Service said in a state-
ment.

Fire crews extinguished the
fire in about half an hour, but
five people inside the rooftop
were found dead. Four others
suffered minor injuries.

Police have launched an in-
vestigation to determine the
cause of the fire, with support
from local patrol units. Autho-
rities said identification of the
deceased is ongoing.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Unit
43

L]
Exercises
431 Complete these sentences. Use the following verbs in the passive:
arrest carry cause delay do forget keep knock know make repair ‘send
Sometimes you need have (might have, would have ete.).

1 The situation is serious. Something must be done before it’s too late.

2 I'haven’t received the letter yet. It might have been sent to the wrong address.

3 A decision Will NOL..........cooeuieieceeeeeceecee e until the next meeting
4 These documents are important. They should always............ccceerreeverrunnee. in a safe place.
5 This road is in bad condition. It Should ...........cccceeeeeeirceceereceeeeeenns a long time ago.
6 The injured man couldn’t walk and had to.............coueveeeeiieeieeeieee e .
7 Ifyou hadn’t shouted at the policeman, you Wouldn’t .............ccooveeerrireeeceeireneresenereseeeennes .
8 I'm not sure what time I'll arrive tomorrow. I may ...........ccccceveeeeeeieveeensecessessssesesessnens
9 It’s not certain how the fire started. It might .............ccccceeereeereennene. by an electrical fault
10 A new school is being built. The old one is g0ING t0 ........ccccccvveecerrrrerecerrrreerrrreeeenns down.
11 The election is next Sunday. The full results Will ............cccceoeerrrceveeerrereeerrneennns on Tuesday.

12 Last week they weren’t speaking to one another. Now they’re happy again. The problem seems to......................... .

Put the verb into the correct form, present or past, acﬁve or passive

....................

.....................

My bike has disappeared. (It / steal!) It ............................................................. .
My umbrella has disappeared. (Somebody / take) Somebody........................ .
A neighbour of mine disappeared six months ago.
(He / not / see / since then) He..........coeeeeeceinsese s essssesenens .
6 Iwonder how Jessica is these days.

(I/ N0t/ SEE / fOr AGES) L....eeiiieeeirieeeieerteeeistreee et sssa e ssses .
7 A friend of mine was stung by a bee recently.

(you / ever / sting / bee?).......cccouuue... FOUneeirrierriereriesessssesesesssssesessssssssesens .
8 The bridge was damaged recently.

(It / repair / at the moment) If..........ccccooeeerreeceneeceeee s .
9 Tom’s car was stolen recently.

(It / NOL / fINA / T ottt eaes
10 I went into the room and saw that the table and chairs were not in the same place.
(The furniture / MoOVe) The.........coviceerrreeerereeee s .

Ol s W N =

Instead of using ‘somebody’, ‘they’ etc., write a passive sentence.
1 Somebody has cleaned the room. The room has been cleaned .

.........................

2 They are building a new road around the city.

Attt ettt around the city.
3 They have built two new hotels near the airport.
TWO. v veeeeerereeeee ettt sss st ssss s sss st sessnsssasens near the airport.

4 When I last visited, they were building some new houses here.
When I1ast viSited, SOME . ..o e .
5 The meeting is now on 15 April. They have changed the date.
The date Of ..o
6 Ididn’t know that somebody was recording our conversation.
I didi’t KNOW that OUL........c.coeieeeecce e
7 Is anyone doing anything about the problem?
..................................... ANYENING ..o ssessse e sseseeneenennns. LNE PrODlEM?
8 The windows were very dirty. Nobody had cleaned them for ages.
The windows Were Very dirty. TREY ...t ses s senas Raymond Murphy
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