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Chairman of State Administration Council Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
receives ASEAN navy chiefs and leaders of delegations
who will attend 18" ASEAN Navy Chief’s Meeting

Myanmar favors close friendship with ASEAN; will forge ASEAN coop-
eration through full ASEAN

ISenior.Gene -ali ni'A ngJHla ngireceiy esASEAN'na chiefs'a
T T R, N am— D e i =

Nay Pyi Taw October 10

ASEAN navy chiefs and leaders
of delegations who would attend the
18" ASEAN Navy Chief’s Meeting
hosted by Myanmar paid a courtesy
call on Chairman of State Admin-
istration Council Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing at the

2 il

hall of Zeyathiri Villa here this
morning.

Present at the meeting together
with the Senior General were SAC
member Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air) General
Maung Maung Aye, Commander-
in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral
Htain Win, Commander-in-Chief

eaders of: delegatlo
M R T T

splrlt n

(Air) General Tun Aung, and sen-
ior military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief. Navy
chiefs and delegation leaders of
Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam,
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and
Philippines, who would attend 18"
ASEAN Navy Chief’s Meeting,
were present.

mmmﬁ@mm@

At the meeting, the Senior
General discussed matters relating
to Myanmar’s cooperation with
ASEAN through the best way,
cooperation to enforce maritime
safety in the ASEAN region, re-
quirement of cooperation in natural
disaster prevention drills, sharing
of experiences in rescue operations

accord with the ASEAN charters

and disaster and rehabilitation, and
ASEAN naval cooperation during
the time when natural disasters
strike.

After a nation-wise individual
introduction session, navy chiefs
and delegation leaders described
Myanmar’s hospitality during
the meeting and their arrival in
Myanmar, and discussed the meet-

= ing agenda and further promo-

tion of Myanmar-ASEAN naval
cooperation.

The Senior General expressed
Myanmar’s desire for close friend-

=% ship with all ASEAN member

states, speaking of the need to
forge ASEAN cooperation through

! full ASEAN spirit in accord with

the ASEAN charters, further
strengthen and maintain friendship
constantly. He thanked them for
attending the meeting hosted by
Myanmar.

After the meeting, the Senior
General and high-level officials
from Office of Commander-in-
Chief and ASEAN navy chiefs and
leaders of the delegations posed for
documentary photos.

100

From Page 13

He also stated that everyone at-
tending today’s meeting should
discuss practical ways to support
and connect points for the devel-
opment of MSMEs, which play a
significant role in advancing the
country's economy.

Then, the Secretary of the
Committee, Deputy Minister of
Industry U Yin Maung Nyunt,
explained the working conditions
and resolutions from the Working

Committee meeting (1/2024). Af-
ter that, Secretary of the Commit-
tee and Agency Chairman U Yin
Maung Nyunt, along with Daw
Than Than Lin, Deputy Minister
of Planning and Finance, and U
Win Shein, Deputy Minister of the
Ministry of Labor, read and pre-
sented instructions to be submitted
to the Small and Medium Enter-
prises Development Committee.
Continuing, the Vice Chairmen
of the Working Committee, Un-

ion Minister U Win Shein and
Dr. Charlie Than, presented on
the implementation of the cotton,
fabric, and oil crops industries as
directed by the Prime Minister,
along with the establishment and
implementation of policies for the
development of small and medium
businesses. Financial information
and regulations were also pre-
sented, provided in accordance
with the policy established by the
state. Agriculture, livestock breed-

ing, basic value-added products,
and OROP activities were also
presented.

Then, the Union Ministers of
the Working Committee, the Chair-
man of the Nay Pyi Taw Council,
and Chief Ministers from regions
and states, Deputy Ministers,
discussed the completion and im-
plementation of the decisions and
guidelines from the previous meet-
ing by the relevant sectors. They
also discussed the participation of

MSME products in foreign trade
fairs and the vocational courses
being offered and taught. Then,
they discussed about domestic and
foreign market research and devel-
opment activities and the progress
of small and medium business
development and policies.

After that, it was reported that
Vice Senior General Soe Win co-
ordinated the briefings, delivered
a closing speech, and closed the

meeting. 100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

RublicNotice fior Eliminationt oft Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers speech at meeting
2/2024 of the MSME Development Work Committee
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there are 102 state-owned
factories and workshops,
47,119 private factories and
workshops, 33 industrial
zones, 3 special economic
zones, and 2 deep-sea ports

J/ under implementation. In

VicesSeniorGeneral[SoeWinfaddressesithe; et'ﬁ 2/2024 oftheVISME[DevelopmentiWorkiCommittee’

Nay Pyi Taw October 10

The Micro-, Small- and
Medium-sized Enterprises
Development Work Com-
mittee held its meeting
2/2024 at the meeting hall of
the Ministry of Industry in
Nay Pyi Taw this afternoon,
with an address by Chair-
man of MSME Develop-
ment Work Committee Vice
Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior
General Soe Win.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Union ministers U
Win Shein, Dr Kan Zaw, U
Hla Moe, Dr Charlie Than,
U Tun Ohn and Dr Myo
Thein Kyaw, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council chair, deputy
ministers,work committee
members, and officials of
organizations together with
chief ministers of regions
and states through video
conferencing.

In his speech, the Vice-
Senior General said that the
MSME Development Work
Committee meeting 1/2024
was held on 20 March 2024
and it adopted important
decisions for development
of MSME. Now, these deci-
sions are being implemented
through collaborative efforts
among relevant ministries,
organizations, regional gov-
ernments and agencies.

The aim of today’s meet-
ing 2/2024 of the work
committee were aligned
with guidance of the Prime
Minister to develop services

with more operation of man-
ufacturing and industries by
improving agriculture and
livestock farming tasks, to
increase GDP of the State,
produce sufficient qual-
ity foodstuffs and personal
goods at home to reduce
import volumes, encourage
MSME businesses for their
development, improve the
whole cotton production
chain from cultivation to
manufacturing of textile
with an emphasis on grow-
ing quality long staple cot-
ton strains, and turn out
skilled workers for develop-
ment of human resources.
Moreover, it is necessary
to give suggestions for im-
plementation of aforesaid
projects and provide aid.
Additionally, the meeting
aimed to implementation of
the decisions of the work
committee at the meeting
through collaborative ef-
forts of relevant ministries,
organizations and regional
agencies and to adopt future
tasks.

Economic is a primary
drive of the State to de-
velop the State economy.
MSME plays a key role in
State economy. As such, all
countries are striving for de-
velopment of State economy
through the booming of
MSME businesses.

With regard to partici-
pation of regional MSMEs
in GDP, Southeast Asian
countries secured 30-50
per cent of MSME to GDP,

ASEAN countries 39 per
cent and OECD countries
41.58 per cent. Moreover,
he continued that Southeast
Asian countries created
66.87 per cent of employ-
ment opportunities, ASEAN
countries 72.3 per cent and
OECD countries 62.25 per
cent, according to the press
releases.

In Myanmar, the State
Administration Council is
implementing two politi-
cal visions: “to strengthen
genuine, disciplined mul-
tiparty democratic system
and to build a Union based
on democracy and federal-
ism,” and two national vi-
sions: “to ensure prosperity
of the country and to ensure
food security”. Implementa-
tion of two political visions
is based on the five-point
Roadmap and two national
visions on three economic
objectives. Hence, MSME
businesses are being encour-
aged with three factors for
development of the State
economy: encouraging do-
mestic products, substitu-
tion of import goods and
increase of export volume.

As it is estimated that
Myanmar has some 30 per
cent of MSME businesses in
the State GDP, MSME agen-
cies in regions and states
have to seek proper methods
in order to promptly imple-
ment the MSME businesses
via their OROP under the
close leadership of regional
and state chief ministers

with the aim of increasing
ratio of MSME to GDP and
creating more employment
opportunities.

For any type of econom-
ic activity, including MS-
MEs, the fundamental needs
are technology, financial re-
sources, market access, raw
materials, machinery, and
land. Therefore, for MSME
economic activities to be
successfully implemented in
special economic zones and
domestic industrial zones,
the Ministry of Commerce
is actively working on the
issuance of the Myanmar
Special Economic Zone Law
(2024) and its regulations
(2015), along with the Min-
istry of Industry’s Industrial
Zone Regulations (2023).
These laws and regulations
provide important guidance
and will be instrumental in
helping with land access,
financial resources, and
market opportunities. They
also include pathways to
acquire skilled and basic
labor, and provide guidance
on departments that will as-
sist in fulfilling these needs
to ensure smooth operations.
The work committee and
gencies from various re-
gions and states are encour-
aged to fill the gaps in these
areas.

As of today, when ex-
amining the existing facto-
ries, workshops, industrial
zones, and industrial parks
that support MSMEs across
the country, we can see that

terms of technology, the
Prime Minister has instruct-
ed that those who have
completed KG+9 education
receive vocational training
to transition from basic
laborers to skilled work-
ers. Practical training will
also be provided to those
with regular academic back-
grounds or those without
formal education to become
basic or skilled workers,
based on industry needs.
There are 260 short-term
and long-term courses be-
ing provided by 10 relevant
ministries, and from January
2022 to today, 387 types of
courses have been offered,
with a total of 5,512 sessions
and 117,118 trainees com-
pleting the courses. Cur-
rently, 875 trainees are still
attending courses. These
trainings will continue to
be provided to support the
future growth and develop-
ment of MSMEs. MSME-
related training courses can
also be accessed for free via
the Ministry of Industry’s
website through the MSME
training link.

Regarding the frame-
work for rapidly supporting
the success of MSME busi-
nesses, it is necessary for the
governing body of the State
Administration Council’s
appointed MSME work
committee to operate un-
der an efficient governance
model. This includes selec-
tive intervention to address
actual industry needs and
adaptive service provision
to solve market and opera-
tional challenges.

Although it is generally
true to fulfill multiple needs
for agencies, the work com-
mittee must provide strate-
gic and correct investments
in critical areas, considering
the limited human and finan-
cial resources. Market re-

search and surveys tailored
to MSME businesses should
also be systematically ap-
plied to improve business
development and service
provision, with relevant
agencies offering accurate
and adaptive guidance based
on these findings.

The key to selective in-
tervention and adaptive ser-
vice provision is the ability
to access and use timely and
accurate information. This
will be supported by surveys
and research divisions under
the work committee, as well
as monitoring and evalua-
tion units. These units must
also be properly trained to
improve their capacity and
ensure they can meet the
demands.

The necessary refresher
courses will be provided
according to their needs. Ad-
ditionally, industrial zones
and factories currently op-
erating MSME businesses
must continuously support
human resource develop-
ment by offering relevant
training to both basic and
skilled workers.

Additionally, a plan is
needed to encourage and
promote MSMEs at the
Union level by region or
state, as discussed in pre-
vious working committee
meetings. Continuous study
of OROP is also essential.
Under the leadership of the
MSME Committee, commit-
tee members should discuss
the challenges, weaknesses,
and strengths in implement-
ing their work to success-
fully organize the "Union
Level MSME Product Ex-
hibition and Competition"
in Nay Pyi Taw. To develop
the country's economy, the
state is promoting MSME
businesses. Relevant min-
istries, local governments,
agencies, and private asso-
ciations should implement
this initiative effectively
and make strong efforts to
enhance the MSME sector in
line with Central Committee
policy guidance.

See Page 12
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