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Pathein District plans to grow more than 13,000 acres of vegetables this season

PATHEIN January 19

In the Ayeyawady Region,
Pathein District, during this
year's winter crop planting
season, a total of 13,911 acres
will be cultivated with various
vegetables, according to Daw
Aye Aye Mu, the head of the
Pathein District Department
of Agriculture.

Itis reported that in the cur-
rent year's winter planting sea-
son in Pathein District, a total
0f 13,911 acres of various vege-
tables will begin planting in the
third week of December. The
13,911 acres of vegetables will
be distributed as follows: 1,225
acres in Pathein Township, 2,309
acres in Kangyidaunt Town-
ship, 4,452 acres in Thabaung
Township, and 5,925 acres in

Ngaputaw Township.

During this year's winter crop
season, in Pathein District,
approximately 13,900 acres of
vegetables will be cultivated.
This year, farmers are prioriti-
zing high yields, selecting the
right seeds, and ensuring they
plant vegetables that can grasp
shares of the market. Additio-
nally, efforts are being made to
protect the crops from pests
and diseases, along with other
agricultural technologies being
provided. These initiatives are
being carried out in collabora-
tion with the Department of
Agriculture, said Daw Aye Aye
Mu, the head of the Pathein
District Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In Pathein District, a total of

13,991 acres of various Vege—
tables are being cultivated in
collaboration with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and local

farmers The crops being plan—
ted on these 13,991 acres in-
clude cauliflower, coriander,
bean, eggplants, gourds, lady-

d i l Av/
ﬁnger, bitter gourds, mung
beans, soybeans, and other such
vegetables.

A:P

SK

Ridge gourd marketable in
Kyaunggon Townsth

KYAUNGGON January 19

In Ayeyawady Region's Kyau-
nggon Township, the locally
grown ridge gourds have seen
strong demand and active tra-
ding, according to Daw Aye Mar,
a green grocery trader from
Kyaunggon Township.

She stated that the sale and
purchase of these locally grown
ridge gourds began in the first
week of December and conti-
nues actively to this day. Curren-
tly, daily purchases range from
25,000 to 35,000 gourds, reflecting
high demand and improved
trade. The price for 100 gourds is
reported to be around Ks-27,000.

“Ridge gourds produced in
this area are in high demand
from other townships. Curren-
tly, around 35,000 ridge gourds
are being traded daily. Being a
local product, they are afford-
able, clean, and fresh for con-

sumption. Other regions are
actively buying ridge gourds
from this area’s green grocery
market. This growing demand
for locally produced ridge gou-
rds is creating more opportuni-
ties for farmers cultivating fruits
and vegetables,” said Daw Aye
Mar, a green grocery market
trader from Kyaunggon Town-
ship.

It has been reported that in
Kyaunggon Township, this is
a time when seasonal local
vegetables, including ridge go-
urds, are thriving. Due to the
strong demand and brisk sales
of these ridge gourds, plans are
being made to expand cultiva-
tion. Since only locally produced
goods are sold, transportation
costs are reduced, and transac-
tions involve only fresh produce,
offering various benefits.

SMK

Tamu District completes cultivation of canola and
niger on more than 7,000 acres of croplands

TAMU January 19

According to the Tamu Dis-
trict Department of Agricul-
ture, a total of 7,732 acres of can-
ola and niger crops have been
cultivated so far during this
year's winter crop planting
season in Sagaing Region's
Tamu District.

For the 2024-2025 winter crop
planting season, it is planned to
cultivate 9,320 acres of canola
and niger in the district. Culti-
vation began in October this
year, and as of today, a total of
7,732 acres have already been
successfully cultivated.

“There is an annual cultiva-
tion of niger and canola plants.

These crops are used not only
for oil production but also for
medicinal purposes. This year,
it is planned to cultivate over
9,000 acres of niger and canola
in the Tamu District during
the winter season. Currently,
over 7,000 acres have already
been cultivated, and planting
is ongoing. Efforts are being
made to ensure that the planned
acreage is fully cultivated,” said
U Hla Myint, the Head of the
Tamu District Department of
Agriculture.

This year, Myothit Township
planted 3,226 acres of canola
and 75 acres of niger, Tamu
Township 3,482 acres of canola

and 120 acres of niger and Kha-
mpak 809 acres of canola and
20 acres of niger; totalling 7,732
acres.

This cultivation season, Myo-
thit Township earmarked culti-
vation of 3,000 acres of canola
and 130 acres of niger, Tamu
Township 4,870 acres of canola
and 220 acres of niger and
Khampak 1,050 acres of canola
and 50 acres of niger; totalling
9,320 acres.

Tamu District emphasizes
cultivation of niger and canola
yearly. Mostly, these crops are
planted in Katha and Kawlin
districts of Sagaing Region.

SK

Shwebo Township finishes cultivation of winter sesame

SHWEBO January 19

Statistics of Shwebo Township
Agriculture Department men-
tioned that a total of 9,581 acres
of winter sesame has been plan-
ted in Shwebo Township of Sa-
gaing Region.

Local farmers have so far
planted 9,581 acres of sesame
as cold season crops in Shwebo
Township against the target of
9,587 acres.

U Hsan Oo, Head of Shwebo

Township Agriculture Depart-
ment commented: “This cold
season, local authorities plan-
ned to grow 9,587 acres of ses-
ame in Shwebo Township but
farmers have so far planted
9,581 acres. They are striving for
meeting the target cultivation.
Sown acreage of sesame is on
the rise yearly. Farmers prefer
to grow sesame in winter rather
than monsoon season.”
Officials of the Township Agri-

culture Department raise far-
mer awareness to grow ses-
ame successfully with quality
seeds and GAP techniques so
as to boost per-acre yield of
Ccrops.

The crops planted in GAP
system have higher quality and
grasp greater market shares
athome and abroad. Consequen-
tly, farmers will have improve-
ment of their socio-economic
life. SMK
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State Administration Council

Press Release
Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons
1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and

intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons
and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed
the State responsibility.

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned

various parts of Myanmar.

buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district

administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

State Administration Council

Information Team

Monywa Township finishes cultivation of winter sesame this year

MONYWA January 19

Atotal 0f 12,560 acres of winter
sesame has been planted in
Monywa Township of Sagaing
Region, according to Monywa
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In 2024-2025 winter, local

authorities earmarked 12,720
acres of winter sesame but
farmers have planted 12,560
acres of winter sesame.

U Soe Thet Aung, Head of
Monywa Township Agriculture
Department disclosed: “Far-
mers have so far planted 12,560

acres of winter sesame against
the target of 12,720 acres in
Monywa Township. They are
trying hard to meet the target
cultivation. Sown acreage of
sesame is on the increase year
after year.”

This year, officials of the

Township Agriculture Depart-
ment raise farmer awareness
to grow winter sesame with the
use of good agriculture practice-
GAP system and quality strains
of crops for boosting per-acre
yield of crops.

The drops planted in GAP sys-

tem can have higher quality than
the crops grown in conventional
methods and fetch good prices
in the markets at home and
abroad. Hence, the farmers
engaging in GAP system can
earn increased incomes from
their crops. SMK

More than 90,000 acres of monsoon paddy harvested in Wakema Township

WAKEMA January 19

Daw Khin Htay Myint, Head of
Myaungmya District Agriculture
Department, said that a total of
96,102 acres of monsoon paddy
has been harvested in Wakema
Township of Ayeyawady Region.

Local farmers planted 213,216
acres of paddy in Wakema
Township in monsoon of 2024

and have so far harvested 96,102
acres of paddy, yielding 93.22
baskets of paddy per acre.

In Wakema Township, during
the monsoon crop planting
season, a total of21,316 acres of
monsoon paddy were cultivated.
The crops were reaped starting
around October of this year. As
of today, 96,102 acres of paddy

fields have been harvested. The
yield per acre was good, and the
quality of the paddy was also
excellent. In townships within
the district, including Wakema
Township, the respective Town-
ship Agriculture Departments
have been implementing agri-
cultural extension programmes
for farmers even before the start

of monsoon paddy cultivation.
Moreover, farmer awareness
was raised for systematic use
of fertilizers. As a result, the
harvested paddy met both yield
and quality,” she explained.
Local farmers prefer to use
Hsinthukha, GW-11, Pakham
GW-3, Ayeyamin, Hmawby-1,
Thai Baygya, 90-day short

matured, Theehtetyin, Nwankar,
Hmawby-3, New Aca-1 and
GW-18 paddy strains. Officials
of Agriculture Department,
Irrigation and Water Utilization
Management Department,
Agricultural Mechanization De-
partment and officials cooperate
with local farmers in harvesting
paddy at full capacity. ~SMK

More than 4,000 acres of peanut planted in Kawlin District

KAWLIN January 19

Statistics of Kawlin District
Department of Agriculture
stated that a total of 4,985 acres
of peanut has been planted
in Kawlin District of Sagaing
Region.

Local farmers have so far
planted 3,278 acres of peanut
in Kawlin Township and 1,707

acres in Pinlebu Township,
totalling 4,985 acres, against
the target of 9,088 acres ear-
marked for 2024-2025 cold
season.

U Win Thein, Head of Kawlin
District Agriculture Depart-
ment said: “This year, we ear-
marked cultivation of more
than 9,000 acres of peanut in

the district. So far, farmers
have planted more than 4,000
acres of peanut against the
target cultivation. Oil crops are
thriving in the district. Sown
acreage of peanut is on the
rise yearly.”

In 2024-2025 cold season,
Kawlin Township set a plan
to grow 6,100 acres of peanut,

Wuntho Township 2,355 acres
and Pinlebu Township 633
acres, totalling 9,088 acres.
Farmers need to use 1.5
baskets of peanut seeds per
acre for cultivation and cost
more than Ks-200,000 per acre
for labour charge, seeds of
crops, fertilizers and pests but
each acre of crops yields more

than 50 baskets of peanut on
an average.

This year, agricultural staff
members make field trips to
check whether peanut planta-
tions are thriving, and to pre-
vent pests and weed the planta-
tions to boost per-acre yield of
crops.

SK
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Nigerian president confirms 80 Killed in
gasoline tanker explosion

ABUJA January 19

Nigerian President Bola Tinu-
bu confirmed on Sunday that
more than 80 people were Kkilled
and many others injured after
a tanker laden with gasoline
exploded when it overturned,
spilling its contents on a busy
roadin the country's north-central
state of Niger on Saturday.

Expressing "deep sorrow"
over the incident and the im-
mense human toll in a state-
ment, Tinubu described the
explosion as "devastating," rec-
alling that many residents in
the Dikko area of the state were
caught in a heavy fire while
trying to scoop fuel from the
fallen gasoline tanker.

The Nigerian leader under-
scored the "tragic and prevent-
able nature of the incident," dir-
ected relevant authorities to
provide comprehensive medi-
cal care to the injured, and
instructed security and road
safety authorities to implement

l

measures to avert similar in-
cidents.

He also advised all citizens
to exercise caution and avoid
approaching accident sites,
especially those involving fuel-
laden vehicles, as they are highly
explosive.

"Additionally, the president
has mandated the National Ori-
entation Agency toinitiate a nati-
onwide educational campaign.
This campaign will raise public

Nigerian president confirms 80 _l_%iiled in gasoline tagkgﬁri_é

s

awareness about the severe
risks and environmental dan-
gers of scooping fuel from fallen
tankers," the statement added.
Gasoline tanker explosions
are not uncommon in Nigeria,
often causing heavy casualties
and nationwide grief. In Sep-
tember 2024, at least 48 people
were Killed after a gasoline-
laden tanker exploded on a

busy highway in Niger State.
Xinhua
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ire in Japan’s Yamanashi

continues to burn

TOKYO January 19

A wildfire that broke out on
Saturday in the mountains spa-
nning Japan's Kofu City and
Fuefuki City in Yamanashi pre-
fecture remained uncontained,
local media reported on Sunday:.

The fire started at around
1:30 p.m. local time on Saturday
in the mountain area. Despite
firefighting efforts, including
the deployment of helicopters
from neighboring prefectures
and the Self-Defence Forces,
the fire has not been brought
under control, the national

broadcaster NHK reported.

So far, there have been no
injuries, and the fire did not pose
an immediate threat to resi-
dential areas at the mountain's
base, according to the report.

Authorities have continued
to monitor the situation, with
plans to resume firefighting at
dawn on Monday.

Yamanashi prefecture has
seen multiple wildfires since
last month, including accidents
in Ichikawamisato Town and
Uenohara City.

Xinhua

Namibia welcomes ranking as 4% safest
country in Africa

WINDHOEK January 19

Namibia's Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forestry and Tourism
(MEFT) on Saturday welcomed
the recent ranking by Altezza
Travel, which placed Namibia as
the 4 safest country in Africa.

Altezza Travel's acknowledg-
ment of Namibia's safety, poli-
tical stability, and well-develo-
ped tourism infrastructure is
a significant achievement, ME-
FT spokesperson Romeo Muyu-
nda said in a statement, adding
that this ranking not only enhan-
ces the country's international
image but also reinforces Nami-
bia's position as a prime travel
destination.

According to Muyunda, Nami-
bia was ranked fourth behind
Mauritius in first place, Ghana
in second, and Zambia in third.

"This ranking points out our
peaceful nature as Namibians,
but also highlights that our
collective efforts to ensure
peace and stability are being
recognized. The ministry would
commend the Namibian people,
security clusters, law enforce-
ment agencies, and all stake-
holders for fostering law and
order in the country," he added.

Muyunda said safety is an
important factor in the travel
and tourism sectors; therefore,
this ranking gives Namibia

more recognition around the
globe and will steer more
recommendations by travelers
to visit the country.

The spokesperson noted that
even though Namibia is ranked
fourth, the ministry believes
that the country has the poten-
tial to be the safest country in
Africa.

Meanwhile, the rankings
came against the backdrop
of the ongoing tourism safety
campaign being spearheaded
by the ministry in cooperation
with the Namibian police, tour
operators, and selected regional
councils, among others.

Xinhua

(Gaza ceasefire comes into
effect

JERUSALEM January 19

The Israel-Hamas ceasefire
agreement in Gaza came into
effect on Sunday, after more
than 15 months of deadly stri-
kes.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu announced
the beginning of the ceasefire
in a statement, after Hamas
released the names of the first
three female hostages set to be
freed later in the day.

The ceasefire agreement,
brokered by Qatar, Egypt and
the United States, was schedu-
led to go into effect at 0830 a.m.

uarys =T
fﬁm’.‘i_‘."'- R ettt

(0630 GMT). However, Netan-
yahu ordered the military to
continue the assault, vowing not
to cease fighting until Hamas
provided the list of hostages.

In a statement, Hamas reaffir-
med its commitment to the deal
but said the delay of providing
the list was due to technical
reasons.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military
said it conducted artillery and
airstrikes in several locations
across Gaza. Palestinian health
authorities reported at least
eight people were killed in the
attacks. Xinhua

3 whales die after mass stranding in New Zealand

WELLINGTON January 19
Three pilot whales died on
Sunday, including one eutha-
nized by volunteers, after a
group of 30 whales of a range
of ages and sizes re-stranded
near the northern tip of New
Zealand's South Island, the
third stranding in the area in

the past two months.
Volunteers from the Depart-
ment of Conservation (DOC) and
Project Jonah, the organiza-
tion protecting and conserving
whales, dolphins and seals, atte-
mpted to refloat the remaining
whales after the 30 pilot whales
were found coming on shore

near Pakawau in the Golden
Bay on Saturday.

DOC Golden Bay operations
manager Andrew Lamason
told the Radio New Zealand that
gusty easterly winds are not
making things easy and condi-
tions on the beach are harsh.

Project Jonah called on local

people with wetsuits to assist
with the refloat of the whales
and help to keep them upright
and cool on social media.

The remaining whales may
have to be euthanized after
the rescue team made little
progress.

Last week, a juvenile beaked

whale was stranded on a beach
of New Brighton in Christ-
church, the largest city of the
South Island, and was quickly
refloated, according to Project
Jonah. The shape of the bay was
apossible factor for the repeated
stranding of whales, according
to the report. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

EV upgrades could ease concerns about cold-climate performance

Andrew Garberson has a
message for drivers in cold-
climate states: Yes, you can
still drive an electric car.

Public scrutiny over how well
EVsperformin cold weather has
grown in recent years following
high-profile incidents, like one
in Chicago last winter, when
several Tesla drivers found
themselves stuck in line for
hours, waiting for their turn
at public charging stations as
temperatures dipped below zero.
Many drivers reported that the
cold had not only sapped their
batteries of power but also made
charging them a major hassle.

Cold weather temporarily
reduces the available energy
of EV batteries and slows
their ability to charge-though
they'll function normally again
in warmer conditions. Heating
the car's cabin during winter
also requires energy from the
battery, meaning less fuel for
travel.

Research has found that free-
zing temperatures can reduce
the average driving range of
an electric vehicle anywhere
from 25 percent to 41 percent,
depending on the circumsta-
nces. So, a car that can drive
100 miles on a single charge
whenit's 70 degrees Fahrenheit
outside may only be capable of
going 59 to 75 miles in freezing
temperatures.

But Garberson, who lives in
Iowa and works as the head of
growth and research for the EV
advocacy group Recurrent, said
incidents like the one in Chicago
have been overblown in the
media, and that drivers shouldn't
avoid buying an electric car just
because they live somewhere
with cold winters.

"I drive an EV every day, and
my winter is almost as harsh as
yours [in Minnesotal," he said.
"The anxiety around winter
and reduced range, while it's
not inaccurate, is just a bit

overhyped."

EVs aren't the only cars to
suffer performance issues un-
der frigid conditions. Conven-
tional gasoline cars lose be-
tween 10 percent and 20 percent
of their driving range when the
temperature drops from 77
degrees Fahrenheit to 20 de-
grees, according to the U.S.
Department of Energy.

(Y ::i

If drivers are properly pre-

pared, most EVs should hold up
fine in cold situations, Garberson
said. Drivers can take certain
steps to ensure their commute
goes as smoothly as possible, he
added, such as preconditioning
their batteries before charging
them-a setting on most modern
EV models that warms the bat-
tery to an optimal temperature,
allowing for faster charging.
Recurrent also reviews EV
models every year to see how
much cold weather impacts
their range, which could help
shoppers choose which model
would work best for their needs,
Garberson said. This year, the
organization looked at 13 po-
pular models, analyzing real-
world driving data from over
10,000 vehicles. It found that
those models lost 21 percent
of their range on average when
temperatures drop to 32 degrees
Fahrenheit. But the loss varied
drastically by model and year.
The Tesla Model X had the
smallest range loss, with an
11 percent decrease, while the
Volkswagen ID.4 had the largest

at37percent. The biggest factor,
Garberson said, was whether
the vehicle had a heat pump,
which is more efficient than
conventional heating systems
and therefore reduces overall
power use. Studies show that
the power needed to heat the
car's cabin is a big reason for
range loss.

The EV models that did not

utilize a heat pump, including
the ID.4, saw their batteries
reduced by an average of 28
percent, compared to an average
of 13 percent for cars with heat
pumps, Recurrent's analysis
found. Overall, heat pumps
added roughly 10 percent extra
range to cars during freezing
conditions, the report said.

Garberson said cars built in
2020 or later are more likely to
have heat pumps installed than
older models. Many popular
models now have them or will
soon have them, he added, noting
that Ford added heat pumps to
its 2024 F-150 Lightning and is
adding them to its Mustang
Mach-E in 2025.

"Alot of the [car companies]
have added heat pumps beca-
use they've realized how impor-
tant it is for people in northern
climates," Gaberson said. "So
that's my No. 1 piece of advice,
is just do a little bit of research
about the technology in the car
because it can make a 10 to 15
percent difference in overall
range."

Ingrid Malmgren didn't know

her Tesla Model Y, which she
bought in November 2022, had
aheat pump when she decided
to take her family on a four-hour
road trip from her Vermont
home to Quebec City, Canada,
last February. The day they
left, she said, the high was 7
degrees Fahrenheit.

"I'm not gonna lie, I was ner-
vous about it," said Malmgren,
who works as the senior policy
director for Plug In America,
another EV advocacy organiza-
tion. "But it was a complete non-
issue. We charged once along
the way."

Malmgren said her experience
is a common one for first-time
EV buyers. A recent Plug In
America survey of more than
3,000 EV owners found that
70 percent of the respondents
worried about battery range
before buying an electric car.
The survey, however, also found
that only 35 percent remained
concerned after owning an EV.

"What we've found with our
Plug In America survey is that
a lot of people have concerns
about cold weather operation
of electric vehicles," she said.
"But once they get in an electric
vehicle, once they start driving
an electric vehicle consistently,
they find that these concerns
go away."

The vast majority of the EV
owners who remain concerned
about range own EVs built
before 2020 and live in rural
areas, Malmgren added, where
charging infrastructure is

e

scarcer and drivers typicall
travel longer distances.

The survey also ranked owner
satisfaction for different EV
models, including for the car's
battery range. Out of the 14
different EV models included,
Rivan's R1T truck received the
highest satisfaction rating for
range performance from the
survey respondents. Tesla's
Model Y sedan received the
second-highest rating.

Charging speed may be ano-
ther factor prospective EV bu-
yers want to consider. Garber-
son said newer models can
typically charge faster than older
models. His 2021 Hyundai Kona
can charge in 30 to 40 minutes,
he said, while his wife, who
drives a 2023 Hyundai Ioniq 5,
can charge her car in 12 to 14
minutes. Some used EVs that
were built a decade or more
ago, while cheaper, may take
even longer to charge or require
multiple charges a day, he added.

The most important thing to
consider is your driving habits,
Garberson said, adding that
most drivers won't even notice
when their EV loses range
during cold weather.

"The average daily driving
distance, it's like 30.2 miles," he
said. "So it doesn't matter what
EVyou have. Any difference in
range and cold conditions-or
hot conditions, for that matter-
isn't going to be something that
materially impacts your daily
driving."

WXPR
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