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President Orders Rigorous Four-Pronged
Audit of Major Developments

The current administration is prioritizing the revival and upgrade of long-
delayed cross-border connectivity projects initiated by previous governments.

President U Min Aung Hlaing chairs the coordination meeting on the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway and
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project.

he major de-
velopment pro-
jects aimed at
strengthening
the State economy should
be assessed from four per-
spectives — political, ad-
ministrative, defence and

economic — and that both
the advantages and poten-
tial drawbacks of such pro-
jects should be fully un-
derstood, said President
U Min Aung Hlaing.

The President ad-
dressed a coordination

meeting on the India-My-
anmar-Thailand Trilat-
eral Highway and Kala-
dan Multi-Modal Transit
Transport Project yester-
day.

In his speech, the
President said Myanmar

shares borders with five
neighbouring countries
and is connected to them
through both land and
water transport routes.
These road and waterway
links play a vital role in
facilitating cross-border

travel and trade. If border
trade routes with neigh-
bouring countries are sys-
tematically implemented
and developed, they will
significantly contribute
to the country’s devel-
opment and improve the
socioeconomic well-being
of its people.

Therefore, during the
current government’s
tenure, priority has been
given to reviving and
upgrading existing con-
nectivity projects with
neighbouring countries
that had been initiated by
successive governments
but delayed due to vari-
ous reasons. He urged all
relevant sectors to work
together to ensure that
these projects are com-
pleted as quickly as pos-
sible during the current
administration.

SEE PAGE 3

Gateway
opens as
Myanmar
and Belarus
embrace visa-
free harmony

The national flags of Belarus
and Myanmar.

THE reciprocal visa ex-
emption agreement be-
tween Myanmar and Be-
larus came into effect on
8 July, allowing citizens
of both countries holding
valid passports to travel
visa-free for up to 30 days
per visit, with a maximum
stay of 90 days in a calen-
dar year, according to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The agreement was signed
by the two governments on
28 November 2025 and of-
ficially entered into force
on 8 July, the Embassy of
Myanmar to Belarus (Otta-
wa) announced. Travellers
must comply with the host
country’s existing laws dur-
ing their stay. — ASH/KZL

NATIONAL PAGES5

Security forces rescue
crew after cargo ship
sinks in Myanmar
waters

BUSINESS PAGE 11

Upgrading Myanmar
rubber through Group
Processing Factories

chains.

RBF+ unveils new
funding blitz for agri-food
and fisheries MSMEs

THE Responsible Business Fund Plus (RBF+) is
set to launch its third call for proposals, offering
financial support to micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises MSMESs) operating across Myanmar’s
agriculture, livestock, fisheries and agri-food value

SEE PAGE 7

third call for proposals.

This photo features an announcement poster for RBF+'s

Myanmar Positioned to Chair 2027
ASEAN Healthcare Summits

MYANMAR has begun
preparations to host the
215t ASEAN Senior Offi-
cials Meeting on Health
Development (SOM-
HD) and the Sixth ASE-
AN-ROK SOMHD meet-
ings in 2027, according to
the 30 ASEAN-Republic
of Korea Dialogue.

Held in Seoul, the Re-
public of Korea, from 6 to
7 July 2026, the dialogue
was attended by a Myan-
mar delegation led by U
Myo Myint Maung, Chargé
d’Affaires/Ambassador of
Myanmar to the Repub-
lic of Korea, according to
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

This image shows the Myanmar delegation attending the

30" ASEAN-ROK Dialogue.

During the meeting,
the Myanmar delegation
discussed regional health
cooperation under the
ASEAN-ROK socio-cultur-
al cooperation. The dele-
gation also briefed partic-
ipants on developments in
Myanmar, including peace

and national reconciliation
efforts, amnesties and in-
vitations for political di-
alogue, while calling for
constructive engagement
based on mutual respect
and the principle of non-in-
terference. — Htun Htun/
KNN
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Country-Specific Reporting and Resolution Fail to Reflect
Myanmar’s Actual Situation on the Ground

AT the 62" Regular Session of the United
Nations Human Rights Council, which
was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from
15 June to 8 July 2026, discussions on
Myanmar were organized in contrary to
the principles of constructive dialogue
and cooperation. During the session,
the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights presented a report
on Myanmar on 29 June 2026, and the
draft resolution on Myanmar tabled by
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) was adopted on 6 July 2026 in the
absence of the country concerned.

It is observed that the High Com-
missioner’s report is a largely repetitive
version of the reports and facts from the
so-called Special Rapporteur submit-
ted to previous sessions of the Human
Rights Council. It is disappointing to note
that the report contains highly extreme
views and unsubstantiated allegations,

thereby failing to reflect the actual situ-
ation on the ground in Myanmar.

The failure of the successive reso-
lutions, including the recent one tabled
by OIC to address the root causes of the
displacement in northern Rakhine State
in 2016 and 2017, demonstrates a lack of
genuine and meaningful intent to coop-
erate in resolving the issue of displaced
persons. The allegations contained in the
resolution, including unsubstantiated
claims against state security forces and
hate speech, are completely detached
from the realities on the ground.

Myanmar reiterates its genuine
political will to receive the verified dis-
placed persons in accordance with the
bilateral agreements once security and
stability are restored in northern Ra-
khine State. With a steadfast commit-
ment to receiving verified returnees,
Myanmar has been verifying the lists of

individuals provided by Bangladesh and
sending the verified lists back to Bang-
ladesh on a monthly basis. In fact, the
current delay in the repatriation process
is solely due to the attacks perpetrated
by the AA terrorist group.

Following the successful holding of
a free and fair multiparty democratic
general election in Myanmar, the Hlut-
taws and an elected Government have
emerged in accordance with the will of
the people. Furthermore, the President
marked the period from 20 April to 31
July 2026 as the Union Government’s
100-Day plan implementation period.
This plan includes peace talks with Eth-
nic Armed Organizations (EAOs), invit-
ing both signatories and non-signatories
of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA). Moreover, the invitation has been
extended to PDF members to return
to the legal fold. As a result of these

continuous invitations, a total of more
than 4,000 personnel, including PDF
members and those from certain EAOs,
have successfully returned to the legal
fold to date.

The Government will resolutely
continue its efforts and endeavours
towards national stability and devel-
opment through the Myanmar-led and
Myanmar-owned process. While these
endeavours are underway, Myanmar
consistently opposes country-specific
discussions and resolutions at the Hu-
man Rights Council sessions that do not
contribute to constructive dialogue and
cooperation.

Therefore, Myanmar categorically
rejects the resolution submitted by the
OIC. The Government of Myanmar ex-
presses its appreciation to friendly na-
tions that maintained a balanced and fair
stance during the discussions. — MoFA

Kyonkapyin-Tapseik logs
first-ever Sarus Crane

nest record in 2026

Yangon Specialist Hospital Marks
Milestone 40™ Liver Transplant

Kwang Woong Lee from
Seoul National University

FOR the first time in 2026, a
nest of the rare Sarus Crane
species was recorded on 8
July at the Kyonkapyin-Tap-
seik area, according to the
Kyonkapyin-Tapseik Com-
munity Conservation As-
sociation (KT-CCA).

As part of its biodiver-
sity conservation efforts,
the KT-CCA conducts an-
nual counts of Sarus Crane
nests. Thanks to local co-
operation, the group could
document the first nest on
8 July.

These rare birds build
their nests during the rainy
season and lay one to two
eggs once construction is
complete, breeding only
once a year.

The KT-CCA is active-

ly carrying out biodiver-
sity conservation efforts.
Currently, around 100 bird
species, including endan-
gered birds, rare species,
and resident birds, inhabit
this area.

Led by the local com-
munity, the KT-CCA active-
ly collaborates with related
organizations to conduct
biodiversity monitoring, ed-
ucational programmes, fish
resource conservation, and
technical training for the
sustainable extraction and
use of natural resources.

Furthermore, to help
residents generate alter-
native income, a birdwatch-
ing programme has been
launched within the con-
servation area. — MT/ZN

A nest of the rare Sarus Crane species seen at the

Kyonkapyin-Tapseik area.

in the procedure.
plant surgeries began in

hospitals have success-

THE Specialist Hospital
(500-bed) in Yangon suc-
cessfully performed its
40 liver transplant sur-
gery on 3 July, involving a
48-year-old male patient
and his 25-year-old niece
as the liver donor. Both

are receiving post-oper-
ative care in the inten-
sive care unit and are
reported to be in stable
condition.

The surgery was
carried out by a multidis-
ciplinary medical team

led by Professor Dr Min
Zaw 0Oo, with support
from specialists in liver
surgery, hepatology, an-
aesthesia, cardiovascular
surgery, diagnostics, radi-
ology, blood services and
hospital staff. Professor

two at Yangon General
Hospital and 38 at the
Specialist Hospital (500-
continue to provide ad-

and help reduce patients’

MNA/MKKS

Hospital, the Republic of
Korea, also participated

Since liver trans-
2004, Myanmar’s public

fully performed 40 liver
transplant procedures —

bed). The service will
vanced treatment locally

healthcare expenses. —
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President Orders Rigorous Four-Pronged ...

FROMPAGE1

He continued that the
Kaladan Project was of-
ficially launched in 2008,
while some sections of
the Myawady route were
implemented under the
government’s own pro-
gramme, others received
assistance from the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).
He emphasized the need for
transport corridors to be
interconnected. Regarding
the India-Myanmar-Thai-
land Trilateral Highway, he
pointed out that the three
participating countries
have different traffic sys-
tems, making it necessary
to establish systematic traf-
fic management arrange-
ments. He added that while
certain sections of the pro-
ject are financed through
the Union Budget, others
are being implemented with
support from the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) and
the Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA).
As these projects will bring
substantial benefits to My-
anmar; he stressed the need
to expedite the implemen-
tation.

The President said the
Monywa-Yagyi-Kalay-Tamu
route would create invest-
ment and business opportu-
nities through connectivity

with six of India’s northeast-
ern states. He added that
expanded trade with Chi-
na’s Yunnan and Sichuan
provinces, Thailand, and
Laos through eastern Shan
State would further boost
economic growth and re-
gional development.

He emphasized that
Myanmar has numerous
important trade routes with
neighbouring countries that
should be implemented
without delay. Successful
implementation requires
coordinated efforts in con-
struction, security and
legal enforcement. Neces-
sary agreements between
governments and relevant
organizations should be fi-
nalized, and once security
conditions improve, con-
struction work should pro-
ceed simultaneously.

He further stated
that border trade should
be conducted directly be-
tween the governments of
the two countries without
the involvement of inter-
mediary organizations.
In addition to promoting
border trade, greater ef-
forts should be made to
strengthen friendship and
exchanges among ethnic
communities living along
the border that share com-
mon religious and cultural

ties. Such people-to-people
exchanges, he said, would
also contribute to border
security and stability. These
strategic connectivity pro-
jects with neighbouring
countries are important
not only for the State’s
development but also for
strengthening bilateral re-
lations, and so they should
be implemented systemat-
ically and efficiently.

Union Minister for Na-
tional Planning, Investment
and Foreign Economic Re-
lations U Aung Kyaw Hoe,
Union Minister for Trans-
port, Digital Development
and Communications U
Mya Tun Oo, Union Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs
U Tin Maung Swe, and
Union Minister for Con-
struction U Myo Thant re-
ported on joint statement
of Myanmar-India for the
India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway (IMT
Highway) Project and the
Kaladan Multi-Modal Tran-
sit Transport Project during
the visit of the President to
India, projects’ background
and history, inclusion in the
Greater Mekong Subregion
(GMS) transport and eco-
nomic corridors, project
alignments, financing ar-
rangements for each road
section, progress made in

implementation, and the
construction of the two-
lane Paletwa-Zorinpui road,
singing of MoU, assignment
of port operators, opening
ceremony of Sittway Kal-
adan international port,
arrivals of vessels and
goods handling processes
at the Sittway Kaladan in-
ternational port, facts on
framework for transport of
passengers and cargo by
road among India, Myan-
mar and Thailand, benefits
of the completion of IMT
Highway Project, Asian
Highway (AH1), paving of
Kalewa-Yagyi road, con-
struction of 69 bridges on
Tamu-Kyigon-Kalewa road,
Phase I of ICP construc-
tion at Tamu border, and
China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor (CMEC).
Vice-President U Nyo
Saw and participants coor-
dinated the discussion.
After hearing the
reports, the President
delivered a concluding
remark saying the ma-
jor development projects
aimed at strengthening
the State economy should
be assessed from four per-
spectives — political, ad-
ministrative, defence and
economic — and that both
the advantages and po-
tential drawbacks of such

projects should be fully un-
derstood. He stressed the
need for effective supervi-
sion and enforcement to
prevent strategic highway
projects developed for na-
tional progress from being
exploited for illegal trade.

The President provid-
ed instructions that roads
along these corridors must
be continuously maintained
to ensure they remain in
good condition and meet
the prescribed engineering
standards. Proper drainage
systems should be con-
structed to ensure effective
water flow, and trees should
be planted along the routes
to create greener surround-
ings. If road construction
projects are completed
within the designated time-
frame, trade and the flow of
goods will increase signifi-
cantly, contributing to State
economic growth and im-
proving the socioeconomic
conditions of the people. He
urged all relevant sectors
to place special emphasis
on ensuring the timely and
successful completion of
the projects.

Regarding border
checkpoints, the President
said that border manage-
ment should be the sole
responsibility of the govern-
ments of the two neighbour-

ing countries concerned,
and that no organization or
third country should inter-
fere in the management of
border crossings. He added
that the establishment of
border checkpoints should
also include systematic
planning for staff housing,
communications systems,
water and electricity supply,
and security arrangements.

The operations of the
two projects discussed
today are being resumed,
and all should make an ef-
fort to accelerate the drive,
and there should be proper
management for the Bago,
Hpa-an, Kawkareik, and
Myawady-Thai border high-
way. He further pointed out
that construction of strate-
gically important highways
linked to the China-Myan-
mar Economic Corridor
(CMEC), a component of
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive, remains suspended
and should be resumed as
soon as possible. He urged
all relevant sectors to work
diligently to ensure that
the strategically important
highway projects included
in major connectivity ini-
tiatives with neighbouring
countries are completed in
full during the current gov-
ernment’s term. — MNA/
KTZH

Vice-President Nan Ni Ni Aye Helms 1%t National
Tourism Development Central Committee Parley

VICE-PRESIDENT Nan
Ni Ni Aye, who is also Chair
of the National Tourism
Development Central
Committee, presided over
the committee’s first coor-
dination meeting in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday.
Speaking at the meet-
ing, the Vice-President
said Myanmar’s strategic
geographical location, rich
cultural heritage, natural
beauty, historical and ar-
chaeological sites, beach-
es and coastal areas, and
the diverse traditions and
customs of ethnic people
constitute valuable tour-

Vice-President Nan Ni Ni Aye chairs the first coordination
meeting of the National Tourism Development Central

Committee.

ism assets that attract
international visitors.
Therefore, the regional
and state governments,
together with tourism-re-

lated organizations, should
formulate and implement
practical tourism develop-
ment plans based on the
unique tourism resources

of the respective areas.
The Destination Man-
agement Organization
(DMO) plays a key role
in the sustainable devel-
opment of tourist desti-
nations. She called for
stronger DMO structures
and effective destination
management measures.
She also stressed the need
to improve air connectivi-
ty by expanding domestic
flight routes to key tour-
ist destinations and up-
grading airport facilities
through public-private
partnerships.
SEE PAGE 5
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Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Implores Govt to Review
Criticized ASEAN Five-Point Statement

THE Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw approved a motion
yesterday calling on the
government to formally
review and counter ASE-
AN’s Five-Point Statement
through diplomatic chan-
nels, maintaining that the
framework misaligns with
contemporary political re-
alities and breaches core
tenets of national sover-
eignty.

The motion was sub-
mitted by Dr Nanda Hla
Myint, MP for Kalaw
Constituency, during the
seventh day of the sec-
ond regular session of the
Third Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
in Nay Pyi Taw. It called
on the government to take
appropriate measures re-

The seventh-day meeting of the second regular session of the Third Pyidaungsu Hluttaw is
in progress yesterday, presided over by Speaker U Aung Lin Dwe.

garding the ASEAN Five-
Point Statement, saying it
undermines Myanmar’s
equal status within ASE-
AN, interferes in the coun-
try’s internal affairs, and
no longer corresponds to

current political realities.
Atotal of 553 of the 560
eligible lawmakers attend-
ed the session, meeting the
required quorum before
debate began.
During the discus-

sion, lawmakers from both
houses largely supported
the motion, arguing that
ASEAN should reassess
its position on Myanmar
following political develop-
ments and the formation of

anew elected government.

U Thet Naing Oo, MP
for Hpa-an Constituency,
said some ASEAN mem-
bers had acted contrary to
the bloc’s founding princi-
ples and the Five Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence by
interfering in Myanmar’s
internal affairs. He urged
ASEAN to better under-
stand developments in My-
anmar and suggested that
continued discrimination
against the country could
even prompt consideration
of Myanmar’s future mem-
bership in the regional bloc.

U Myo (aka U Myo
Aung), MP for Pyay Con-
stituency, said ASEAN’s
charter guarantees equal
rights for all member states

and argued that Myanmar
should enjoy the same
representation and voice
as other members. While
acknowledging ASEAN’s
assistance over the years,
he said the organization
risked losing credibility if
it failed to uphold its own
principles.
Daw Than Than Aye,
MP for Thingangyun Con-
stituency, argued that ASE-
AN’s position was based on
incomplete or misleading
information about My-
anmar. She said the gov-
ernment should continue
engaging ASEAN through
dialogue while clearly ex-
plaining developments in
the country.
SEE PAGE 6

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker Urges Stronger
Support for Farmers & Agricultural Reforms

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker
U Khin Yi, accompanied
by Deputy Speaker U
Maung Maung Ohn and
parliamentary officials,
met members of the
Farmers’ Affairs Commit-
tee at the Hluttaw Building
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday
afternoon to discuss the
committee’s future work
and priorities.

Committee Chairman
U Myat Kyaw briefed the
speakers on the commit-
tee’s responsibilities, on-
going activities and plans.

Deputy Speaker U
Maung Maung Ohn said
efforts were being made
to improve lawmakers’
capacity through legal
training and discussions
so that they could effec-
tively perform their du-

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Khin Yi, along with Deputy
Speaker U Maung Maung Ohn and officials, meets
members of the Farmers’ Affairs Committee.

ties during the five-year
parliamentary term. He
stressed that improving
individual representa-
tives’ capabilities would
strengthen the role and
reputation of Parliament.

Speaker U Khin Yi
urged the committee to
take practical steps to en-
hance Parliament’s role
by reviewing existing laws

and proposing necessary
amendments or new legis-
lation in line with current
political, economic and
social conditions.

He highlighted the
importance of the Farm-
ers’ Affairs Committee,
noting that farmers make
up around 70 per cent of
Myanmar’s population
and agriculture remains

a key sector of the coun-
try’s economy. He called
on the commiittee to study
farmers’ major challeng-
es, including access to
agricultural inputs, time-
ly farming loans, fair crop
prices, land issues, labour
shortages, climate change
impacts, natural disasters
and debt problems.

The Speaker said the
committee should work
closely with relevant
ministries, organizations,
NGOs and INGOs, and use
collected information to
raise farmers’ concerns
through parliamentary
questions and proposals.

He also urged the
committee to review laws
protecting farmers’ inter-
ests, ensuring provisions

SEE PAGE 7

MolIP Union Minister receives
Bangladeshi Ambassador

UNION Minister for Im-
migration and Population
U Myint Kyaing received
Dr Md Monwar Hossain,
Ambassador of Bangladesh
to Myanmar, at the Union
Minister’s meeting room
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday
evening.

They discussed vi-
sa-related matters between
Myanmar and Bangladesh,
border checkpoints be-
tween the two countries,
cooperation between the
two governments in repat-

riating displaced persons
from Rakhine State, and
the Ministry’s verification
and response to reports
submitted by Bangladesh
regarding the process.

They also exchanged
views on challenges in
verifying and responding
to the reports, the need to
submit complete support-
ing documents, and ways
to enhance cooperation in
immigration control and
the repatriation process.
— MNA/MKKS

The Bangladeshi ambassador calls on Union Minister U

Myint Kyaing.
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NSPNC, DKBA hold crucial talks to advance peace process

A meeting between the
National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation
Committee (NSPNC) and
the Democratic Karen
Benevolent Army (DKBA)
was held yesterday morn-
ing at the meeting hall of
the Thingaha Hotel in Nay
Pyi Taw.

During the meeting,
NSPNC Chairman Lt-Gen
Yar Pyae said coordinated
efforts would be made to
support education, health-
care and regional devel-
opment. He stressed that
ensuring regional stability,
together with strengthen-
ing education, healthcare
and development, is essen-
tial for the benefit of future
generations. On efforts to
combat online scams, he
outlined areas requiring
cooperation and urged
the DKBA to remain com-
pletely detached from such
illegal activities. He also
said the President places
high priority on education,
encouraged both sides to
engage in open and con-

The National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee and the Democratic
Karen Benevolent Army meet yesterday in Nay Pyi Taw.

structive dialogue during
the meeting, and discussed
the framework for cooper-
ation between the DKBA,
the Government and the
Tatmadaw to maintain re-
gional stability.

DKBA Chief Saw
Shwe Wa said the group
has consistently worked
with the Government to
maintain regional stability
and promote development.
He added that the DKBA
had maintained a neutral
stance during periods of

conflict to help foster har-
mony. He also emphasized
the need to find practical
solutions to the prolonged
armed conflict and the
hardships faced by the pub-
lic, expressing confidence
that lasting peace can be
achieved through collec-
tive efforts. In closing, he
reaffirmed the DKBA’s
commitment to following
the political roadmap es-
tablished by its founding
leaders.

The participants also

discussed cooperation with
the Union government to
promote regional stability,
development and lasting
peace. They exchanged
views on efforts to combat
online scams, ensure that
terrorist groups do not op-
erate in the area, and reo-
pen and upgrade schools in
the Soneseemyaing, Walley
and Kyaukkhat areas. The
discussions also covered
the provision of textbooks,
the recruitment of teach-
ers to fill vacancies, and

the supply of vaccines and
medical treatment to ad-
dress malaria and influen-
za outbreaks in local villag-
es. Other issues included
maintaining stability and
peace in border areas, im-
proving transport infra-
structure, and facilitating
the smooth flow of goods.

NSPNC Secretary
Lt-Gen Min Naing then
outlined key areas for
future cooperation. He
emphasized the need to
eliminate online scam
operations from core
DKBA-controlled areas,
including Walley, Kyauk-
khat and Phayathonzu,
and discussed joint opera-
tions with the Tatmadaw,
local battalions, regional
military commands and
regional authorities. In
light of the current secu-
rity situation and ongoing
clashes in Kayin State, he
also urged the DKBA to
strengthen communica-
tion, liaison and coordina-
tion with the Tatmadaw
and the relevant regional

military commands. He
added that reducing and ul-
timately ending the clashes
to restore regional stabili-
ty and peace would enable
both sides to focus on re-
gional development, edu-
cation and healthcare. In
closing, he called for con-
tinued cooperation based
on honesty, transparency
and mutual trust, while en-
couraging the use of infor-
mal bilateral discussions to
advance regional stability
and the peace process.

At the conclusion of
the meeting, both sides re-
viewed the agreed points,
signed the meeting record
and formally approved its
contents.

Following this, DKBA
Chief-of-Staff Saw San
Aung delivered a vote of
thanks. NSPNC Chair Lt-
Gen Yar Pyae then deliv-
ered the closing remarks.
The meeting concluded
successfully with an ex-
change of commemorative
gifts between the two sides.
— MNA/TH

Nepal, Myanmar forge tech alliance to drive
digital evolution

THE Embassy of Nepal
hosted a digital transfor-
mation partnership event
yesterday at Nay Pyi
Taw’s Ministry of Finance
and Revenue, drawing key
officials including Deputy
Minister Daw Than Than
Lin and Nepalese Ambas-
sador Mr Harishchandra
Ghimire.

In her remarks, Dep-
uty Minister Daw Than

Deputy Minister Daw Than Than Lin addresses the Nepal-
Myanmar Partnership in Digital Transformation event,
hosted by the Embassy of Nepal in Nay Pyi Taw.

Than Lin said the initia-
tive builds on previous dig-
ital cooperation between
the two countries. She

highlighted the Ministry’s
focus on Public Finance
Management (PFM) Re-
form and said the event

provided an opportunity
to exchange knowledge
on modernizing PFM
systems through digital
technology and applying
digital solutions to public
services.

The Nepalese ambas-
sador also delivered re-
marks, while ICT experts
from Nepal presented
discussions on digital
technology-based public

Security forces rescue crew after cargo ship

sinks in Myanmar waters

AFTER receiving a report from the cargo ship MV Ocean-
star that the vessel MV ATK Nyein had sunk 27.5 nautical
miles west of Kalakot Island, the Tatmadaw (Navy) carried

out a rescue operation.

The sunken vessel was located at 6:30 pm on 8 July.
The 12 crew members on board were rescued and taken
aboard a Tatmadaw vessel, where they received medical
checks and were provided with clothing and food. They
were later handed over to the relevant authorities at

This image displays the rescue effort the Tatmadaw (Navy).

the Yazamin Bridge in Mawlamyine Township at 10 am

yesterday. — MNA/MKKS
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Vice-President Nan Ni
Ni Aye Helms 1%...

She highlighted the importance of facilitating

travel for international visitors by easing visa
procedures where appropriate, enhancing travel
safety and security, improving insurance services,
and making payment systems more convenient.
She said these improvements should be undertak-
en in accordance with existing laws, regulations
and guidelines through coordination.

The Vice-President urged region and state
governments to develop the tourism industry,
cultural heritage sites, festivals and priority desti-
nations, while improving infrastructure, marketing
and service standards. She also called on private
tourism operators to strengthen efforts to make
Myanmar a competitive regional destination and
encouraged all stakeholders to work together to
accelerate the recovery of the country’s tourism
industry.

Committee Vice-Chair Union Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement Dr Soe
Win and Committee Secretary Deputy Minister
for Hotels, Tourism and Culture U Phyo Zaw Soe
reported on the current situation of the tourism
industry, development measures, completed and
ongoing work plans.

The Vice-President coordinated the discussion
and concluded the meeting. — MNA/KTZH
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Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Implores Govt to Review ...

FROM PAGE 4

Daw Soe Soe Myint,
Amyotha Hluttaw repre-
sentative for Mon State
Constituency 12, said
ASEAN should base its ap-
proach on mutual respect,
constructive dialogue and
agreed regional principles.
She urged the bloc to as-
sess Myanmar fairly while
respecting the sovereignty
and dignity of all member
states.

U Hla Swe, MP for
Pobbathiri Constituency,
argued that the Five-Point
Statement is a political un-
derstanding rather than a
legally binding treaty and
noted that it contains no
provision barring Myanmar
from attending ASEAN
meetings. He warned that
prolonged exclusion could
weaken regional coopera-
tion and create opportuni-
ties for external powers to
expand their influence.

Dr Kyaw Swe, MP for
Taungdwingyi Constituen-
cy, said the statement was
adopted in April 2021 as a
temporary framework to
address the crisis at that
time. He argued that there

was no longer sufficient le-
gal or political justification
for treating it as a perma-
nent framework and called
for it to be revised or re-
placed to reflect current
realities.

U Aung Thiha, Amyo-
tha Hluttaw represent-
ative for Yangon Region
Constituency 5, said any
differences between the
consensus and ASEAN’s
charter should be ad-
dressed through the bloc’s
established dispute-settle-
ment mechanisms rather
than political pressure.
He also proposed sending
Parliament’s position to the
ASEAN Inter-Parliamenta-
ry Assembly (AIPA), ASE-
AN member parliaments
and the ASEAN Secretariat
through diplomatic chan-
nels.

Other lawmakers sup-
porting the motion includ-
ed U Soe Thu (Chaungzon
Constituency), U Naing Win
(Kyauktan Constituency),
U Pyone Cho (Ayeyawady
Region Amyotha Hluttaw
Constituency 7), U Soe Min
San (Mon State Amyotha
Hluttaw Constituency 9)

and Daw Khin Saw Mu
(Kangyidaunt Constituen-
cy). They argued that the
Five-Point Statement had
become outdated after
more than five years and
called for ASEAN to reas-
sess or amend the frame-
work while respecting My-
anmar’s sovereignty and
equal rights as a member
state.

Responding to the
debate, Union Minister
for Foreign Affairs U Tin
Maung Swe said Myanmar
had undergone significant
political changes since the
consensus was adopted in
2021. He said more than
13.13 million of the coun-
try’s 24.23 million eligible
voters participated in the
general election held be-
tween December 2025 and
January 2026, resulting in
avoter turnout of 54.22 per
cent. He described the elec-
tion as free and fair, saying
it was observed by interna-
tional election monitoring
groups and that no major
irregularities had been re-
ported.

The Union minister
said a new parliament

and government elected
through the polls had now
been formed, and Myan-
mar’s representatives had
continued explaining these
political developments at
ASEAN meetings.

According to the Un-
ion minister, discussions
at the 48" ASEAN Summit
in Cebu, the Philippines,
in May 2026 showed that
many ASEAN leaders had
acknowledged Myanmar’s
latest political develop-
ments and adopted a more
constructive approach than
in previous years.

He also noted that,
since the new government
took office, the foreign min-
isters of Thailand, Malay-
sia, Indonesia and Laos
had visited Myanmar, with
more ASEAN ministerial
visits expected in the com-
ing months. Myanmar has
also been invited to attend
an upcoming informal
meeting of ASEAN foreign
ministers.

The Union minister
highlighted recent dip-
lomatic engagements by
President U Min Aung
Hlaing, including visits to

China, India and Laos. He
said Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
Lao President Thongloun
Sisoulith had expressed
support for Myanmar’s
efforts towards peace, sta-
bility and development, as
well as recognition of the
country’s recent election.

U Tin Maung Swe said
ASEAN members current-
ly held differing views on
Myanmar, with some main-
taining tougher positions
while others had adopted
more flexible and positive
approaches. He added that
Myanmar would continue
strengthening bilateral
relations with individual
ASEAN members while
working to restore normal
engagement with the re-
gional bloc.

He said the Foreign
Ministry would continue
pursuing diplomacy based
on Myanmar’s national
interests, sovereignty, the
2008 Constitution and the
Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, to restore My-
anmar’s full role and partic-
ipation within ASEAN.

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Speaker U Aung Lin Dwe
then sought the opinion of
the motion’s proposer. After
the proposer requested that
the motion be approved, the
Speaker put it to the Hlut-
taw for a decision. As there
were no objections, the mo-
tion was approved, and the
Speaker announced that
the relevant authorities
would proceed with its im-
plementation.

The Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw then adjourned its
seventh-day sitting and
announced that the eighth-
day session will be held on
14 July.

Before the debate, the
Speaker also informed law-
makers that the Anti-On-
line Scam Bill, submitted
by the Union Government
Office, had been debated
by both the Amyotha and
Pyithu Hluttaw represent-
atives. As the two cham-
bers adopted different
amendments and failed to
reach agreement, the bill
has been referred to the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw for
further deliberation and a
final resolution. — MINA/ST

Thayawady’s Mya Sein Yaung
village project loans disbursed

THE Department of Rural
Development, under the
Ministry of Cooperatives
and Rural Development,
Bago Region, Thayawady
District, held a ceremony
to disburse revolving funds
under the Mya Sein Yaung
Village Project in Thazi-
naing Village, Thayawady
Township, yesterday.
Thayawady Town-
ship Department of Rural
Development Head Daw
Lay Lay Lwin and project

staff explained that the
revolving funds were pro-
vided under the Mya Sein
Yaung Village Project with
the objectives of creating
employment opportunities
and increasing family in-
comes for rural residents,
as well as implementing
village development ac-
tivities with the increased
revolving funds. Officials
then explained project
activities, interest rates,
repayment periods and

The MSY fund disbursement ceremony is underway in
Thayawady Township on 9 July.

rules and regulations to be
followed, and handed over
K52.99 million in revolving
funds to members of the
project implementation
groups.

Thazinaing Village
and Tawgway (South)
Village are implementing
family income-generat-
ing activities using K52.99
million from the Mya Sein
Yaung Village Project. Un-
der the supervision of the
township head, members
of the project implemen-
tation groups disbursed
the 11th round of revolv-
ing loans to a total of 148
members from the two
villages, including 138 peo-
ple engaged in agricultural
activities, nine in livestock
farming and one in live-
lihood activities. — Sein
Lwin (Rural)

DEPUTY Minister for
Construction U Myo
Myint, accompanied by
members of the Chin
State Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction Commit-
tee, inspected road pro-
jects, government offices
and staff housing in Haka,
Chin State, on 8 July.

He first visited the
Mission School on Tat-
kon Hill, where he paid
respects to senior monks
and made donations.
He then inspected the
road-widening work on the
Monywa (Nyaungbingy-
i)-Pale-Gangaw-Haka
Road between kilometre
markers 313.460 and

313.580, instructing offi-

Haka’s reconstruction
projects and govt
facilities inspected

Deputy Minister U Myo Myint meets departmental

personnel in Chin State.

cials to ensure workplace
safety, improve drainage,
prevent landslides and
complete the project on
schedule.

The deputy minister
also inspected depart-
mental offices and staff
housing, urging timely
maintenance and the pro-
vision of necessary facili-
ties for civil servants. At

a meeting with officials
from the Building Depart-
ment, Road Department
and Department of Urban
and Housing Develop-
ment, he called on staff to
follow civil service regula-
tions and SOPs, maintain
professionalism, improve
their skills and perform
their duties responsibly.
— MNA/KZL



10 JULY 2026

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

www.gnlm.com.mm

7

NATIONAL

Bar Council seeks Supreme Court
guidance over misconduct of 13 lawyers

THE Bar Council is seek-
ing a formal review from
the Supreme Court of the
Union to take disciplinary
action against 13 lawyers
accused of violating pro-
fessional codes of con-
duct.

The decision was
finalized during a Bar
Council meeting held on
8 July in Nay Pyi Taw. Of-
ficials discussed penaliz-
ing the legal practitioners
under Section 10(A) of the
Bar Council Act.

Chaired by Union
Minister for Legal Affairs,

The Bar Council meeting is underway on 8 July in Nay Pyi

Taw.

Union Attorney-General,
and Bar Council Chair Dr
Thida Oo, the session also
addressed several key

regulatory matters. Agen-
da items included review-
ing advocate admission
applications submitted by

164 lawyers, filling vacant
seats within the council,
and evaluating public
complaints. Additionally,
members deliberated on
proposed amendments to
the rules and regulations
governing advocate ad-
missions and finalized the
archiving of official order
copies.

The high-level meet-
ing was attended by Dep-
uty Minister and Deputy
Attorney-General Dr
Htein Lin Oo, alongside
other council members.
— TWA/ZS

Yatsauk’s VDP concrete road inspected

THE Department of Rural
Development, under the
Ministry of Cooperatives
and Rural Development,
Shan State (South), Taung-
gyi District, conducted a
field inspection yesterday
of the completed concrete
road construction project
implemented under the
Village Development Pro-
ject (VDP) in Sanyayoo Vil-
lage, Yatsauk Township.
Taunggyi District
Department of Rural De-
velopment Head U Nyunt
Win, Yatsauk Township
Department of Rural

Development Head U Ye
Min Aung and engineering
staff inspected the com-
pleted concrete road con-
struction work. They also
met village elders and vil-
lagers and discussed the
need to collectively main-
tain and use the concrete
road sustainably.
Sanyayoo Village
is implementing village
development activities
using K15 million from
the Village Development
Project support fund and
K9 million contributed by
the public. With technical

Officials inspect the completed concrete road project in

Yatsauk Township.

assistance and close su-
pervision from officials of
the Township Department
of Rural Development, the
construction of a concrete
road measuring 400 feet
long, 12 feet wide and sev-

en inches thick was car-
ried out by local villagers
themselves starting from
the first week of May this
year, and has now been
completed 100 per cent. —
Cho Than Nyunt (Rural)

Advisory

Heavy Rainfall Warning No 10

Issued at 08 pm MST on 9 July 2026

ACCORDING to the observations at 6:30 pm MST today, due to the strong monsoon over the Andaman
Sea and Bay of Bengal rain or thundershowers are likely to be fairly widespread to widespread in Yangon,
Bago, Upper Sagaing, Ayeyawady, Taninthayi Regions and Kachin, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, (northern
and eastern) Shan States with likelihood of isolated heavy falls from today morning to 16 July 2026.
Squalls with rough seas are likely at times in off and along the Myanmar Coasts. Surface wind speed in
squall may reach 30-35 miles per hour. Wave height will be about 9-12 feet off and along the Myanmar Coasts.

People should be aware of the strong to vigorous monsoon over the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal
and the Depression crossed North Odisha Coast close to Balasore, India, such as the heavy rainfall with
strong wind, flash floods and landslides in the hilly areas and near small rivers and inland water transport
and domestic flights. — DMH

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker
Urges Stronger Support
for Farmers & Agricultural
Reforms

FROM PAGE 4

for affordable agricultur-
al supplies, stable crop
prices, storage systems,
market access, agricul-
tural technology training
and climate-based farm-
ing advisory services.

U Khin Yi suggested
that Hluttaw consider de-
veloping legislation relat-
ed to contract farming,
crop insurance, agricul-
tural extension services
and agricultural market-
ing, or a comprehensive

law to safeguard farmers’
rights and improve their
socio-economic condi-
tions.

He called for collab-
orative efforts to build a
Parliament that farmers
can rely on for the protec-
tion of their interests and
sustainable agricultural
development.

Following the meet-
ing, the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker warmly
greeted members of the
committee. — MNA/ST

RBF+ unveils new funding
blitz for agri-food and
fisheries MSMEs

FROM PAGE1

Jointly funded by the
European Union, Swit-
zerland and Denmark,
RBF+ is a targeted fi-
nancial assistance pro-
gramme built around
three core pillars. The
initiative aims to support
the long-term growth and
sustainability of agri-food
MSMEs while creating
employment opportu-
nities and reducing the
sector’s environmental
impact.

The upcoming call
for proposals covers a
range of thematic areas
across the programme’s
three pillars. Under the
first pillar, funding will
support Area 1, which
focuses on modern agri-
cultural inputs and tech-
nologies for farmers, and
Area 2, which promotes
technology localization to
enable MSMEs to man-
ufacture modern agri-
cultural machinery and
technologies within the
region. The second pil-
lar emphasiges environ-
mental sustainability and
product quality, covering
Area 4 on water-use effi-

ciency, Area 5 on waste
treatment and recycling,
and Area 7 on food safe-
ty and value-added pro-
duction. The third pillar
emphasizes knowledge
sharing and investment,
including Area 9, which
promotes knowledge ex-
change for farmers and
agri-food MSMEs to help
them adapt to changing
market demands and
standards, and Area 10,
which supports greater
technology exposure and
technical investment for
agri-input and agri-tech
companies.

The RBF + will host a
series of hybrid informa-
tion sessions, both online
and in person, to intro-
duce its third call for pro-
posals and provide pro-
spective applicants with
a better understanding
of the application pro-
cess. To give interested
applicants sufficient time
to prepare, information
packages for the third
call for proposals, togeth-
er with the schedule of
the information sessions,
will be released shortly.
— ASH/TH
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Strive to ensure food
security nationwide

YANMAR has 33 million acres of cultivated land, which
M is sufficient for its needs. Rather than expanding culti-

vated areas, it is necessary to make efficient use of land
and increase productivity. In particular, to achieve food security,
efforts should be made to raise the target yield per acre, while also
working to improve and enhance cropping intensity.

About food security, it is necessary to ensure sufficient produc-
tion of non-direct food items. Ensuring national food sufficiency is
a key policy priority. In some regions and states, food items that
are not available locally are supplied from other regions and states

The State is producing
human resources

for agricultural and
livestock industries,
and in order to further
develop human
resources in each
region and state, it is
necessary to provide
scholarships in
relevant agricultural
and livestock
disciplines. Only then
will skilled workers
and human resources
be developed in the
industrial, agricultural,
and livestock sectors.
That is why all citizens
have to join hands in
implementing the food
security policy through
efforts to develop
industry, agriculture
and livestock sectors.

where they are produced. In
doing so, efforts should be
made to ensure that such food
items are sufficiently available
domestically, so as to achieve
overall national food security.

A policy has been set to
ensure that target yields per
acre are achieved in agri-
cultural activities. Research
activities must be conducted
systematically in multiple sec-
tors so as to ensure food secu-
rity nationwide by comparing
and analyzing research data
collected across Myanmar
with international research
findings. Similarly, in livestock
farming, it is necessary to se-
lect and raise high-quality,
purebred animals that yield
better productivity.

It is possible to improve
cropping intensity in upland
farming by ensuring an ade-
quate irrigation water supply.
Upland cultivation is widely
practised in regions such
as Sagaing, Mandalay, and
Magway. A policy should be
formulated to transform up-
land fields into irrigated paddy
fields through land prepara-
tion and development, sup-
ported by river water pumping
projects for implementation.

In areas with sufficient irrigation water, efforts should be made
step by step to increase cropping intensity up to 300 per cent.
Efforts should also be made to produce chemical fertilizers
domestically, while ensuring the systematic and proper use of both
chemical and organic fertilizers. In particular, arrangements should
be made to enable the local production and utilization of organic
fertilizers in remote border areas where transport is difficult. For
the further development of agricultural activities, the State will
provide all possible support, including the extension of additional

agricultural production loans.

The State is producing human resources for agricultural and
livestock industries, and in order to further develop human resourc-
esin each region and state, it is necessary to provide scholarships
in relevant agricultural and livestock disciplines. Only then will
skilled workers and human resources be developed in the industrial,
agricultural, and livestock sectors. That is why all citizens have to
join hands in implementing the food security policy through efforts
to develop industry, agriculture and livestock sectors.

YANMAR possess-
es a remarkably
rich cultural and ar-

chitectural tapestry, spanning
ancient archaeological zones
like Bagan to the unique coloni-
al and vernacular architecture
ofits urban centres. As the na-
tion pursues rapid economic
development, modernization,
and urbanization, a critical pol-
icy challenge emerges: how
to build the infrastructure of
the future without erasing the
tangible remnants of the past.
Sustainable development must
balance economic expansion
with the careful preservation
of cultural heritage.

The economic argument
for heritage preservation is
compelling. Historical sites
and preserved architectural
districts are the foundational
assets of international cultural
tourism. When historical build-
ings are demolished to make
way for generic high-rises, a

Guardians of History:
Keeping Our Heritage Alive

B

y Maung Lumaw Oo

city loses its unique identity
and its long-term appeal to
global travellers. Preserving
historic quarters retains the
distinct character of Myan-
mar’s cities, ensuring they
remain vibrant cultural hubs
rather than uniform urban
landscapes.

However, preservation
policies must evolve beyond
merely maintaining ancient
monuments. Modern urban
planning must incorporate
adaptive reuse policies. Adap-
tive reuse allows historic struc-
tures to be retrofitted with

modern safety, plumbing, and
electrical systems so they can

function as contemporary offic-
es, museums, boutique hotels,

or community centres. This
strategy breathes new eco-
nomic life into old neighbour-
hoods while safeguarding their
architectural integrity, proving
that conservation and com-
mercial viability can coexist
harmoniously.

To succeed, heritage
preservation requires a clear,
enforceable legislative frame-
work. Zoning laws must clear-
ly demarcate heritage zones
where building heights, facade
designs, and demolition activ-
ities are strictly regulated.
Furthermore, these policies
must be paired with financial
incentives, such as tax relief
or matching grants, for private

property owners who under-
take the costly task of restoring
historical buildings according
to strict conservation stand-
ards.

Equally important is com-
munity involvement. Local pop-
ulations must be recognized
as the primary custodians of
their heritage. When residents
are educated on the value of
their historical surroundings
and are given a direct stake
in tourism revenues, they be-
come active participants in
conservation efforts.

Preserving our cultural
heritage is not an act of look-
ing backwards; it is an act of
securing our identity for the
future. By weaving historical
preservation into the fabric of
national urban planning pol-
icies, Myanmar ensures that
future generations will inherit
a nation that is economically
advanced, yet deeply rooted
in its rich history.

The Wisdom of Keeping Some
Things Private

‘ ‘ OT everything
valuable needs
to be seen. Not

every thought needs to be spo-
ken. Not every success needs
to be celebrated in public.” In
today’s world, where sharing
has become part of everyday
life, these simple ideas are
becoming more meaningful
than ever.

We live in a time when
people often feel encouraged
to post their achievements, ex-
press every opinion, and let
others know almost everything
about their lives. Social me-
dia has made it easy to share
our happiest moments, new-
est possessions, and biggest
successes with just a few
clicks. While there is nothing
wrong with celebrating life’s
blessings, there is also great
wisdom in knowing that some
things are better kept private.

When dealing with others,
honesty is important — but so

is knowing how to keep cer-
tain things private. Being hon-
est does not mean revealing
every detail about ourselves.
Instead, honesty works best
when it is balanced with wis-
dom, self-control, and good
judgement. As we grow older
and gain more life experience,
we begin to understand that

protecting certain parts of our
lives is not a sign of secrecy.
Rather; it is a sign of maturity.

One of the clearest exam-
ples of this wisdom is learn-
ing to keep our wealth private.
There is a well-known saying:

“If we lend money to a
friend, we may lose both the
money and the friendship. If

we refuse to lend it, we may
lose the friendship anyway.”

Although this saying may
sound harsh, it reflects a re-
ality that many people have
experienced. Money can
easily change relationships.
It may create expectations,
misunderstandings, jealousy,
or disappointment. Even
close friendships can become
strained when financial mat-
ters are involved.

For this reason, there is
no need to boast about our
wealth or place it on public
display. Choosing not to show
everything we own is not a sign
of stinginess. Instead, it is a
way of protecting ourselves
and preserving healthy rela-
tionships. Privacy often brings
peace of mind.

At the same time, we
should remember that a
person’s true value cannot
be measured by the size of a
house, the price of a car, or
the amount of money in a bank
account. Wealth may impress
people for a short time, but

integrity earns respect for
a lifetime. Our true worth is
reflected in our honesty, kind-
ness, and moral values rather
than in our possessions.

Another lesson that be-
comes clearer with age is
learning when to keep certain
words unspoken.

Many of us believe that
speaking honestly means say-
ing everything that comes into
our minds. However, experi-
ence teaches us that not every
thought needs to become a
spoken word. Most relation-
ships do not end because prob-
lems cannot be solved. Instead,
they often fall apart because
of words spoken without care.

Words carry great power.
A few kind words can encour-
age someone who feels hope-
less, comfort a friend during
difficult times, or strengthen
trust within a family. Yet the
opposite is also true. Angry or
careless words can hurt deeply
and leave emotional wounds
that remain long after the con-
versation has ended.

That is why we do not need
to speak in absolutes or allow
our emotions to control our
conversations. Taking a mo-
ment to pause before speaking
often prevents unnecessary
conflict. Sometimes, silence
is not a sign of weakness. In-

stead, it is one of the greatest
signs of wisdom.

Listening with patience of-
ten achieves more than speak-
ing without thinking. A calm
response can solve problems
that harsh words only make
worse. When we choose our
words carefully, we protect not
only our relationships but also
our own peace of mind.

Another quality that qui-
etly shapes successful people
is humility. There is an old
saying:

“If a single tree looks
down on the forest, it will be
the first to fall when the storm
comes.”

This beautiful image re-
minds us that pride can make
even the strongest person vul-
nerable. Those who constant-
ly try to prove that they are
more intelligent than everyone
else often attract unneces-
sary competition and conflict.
However, those who quietly
use their knowledge while re-
specting others usually earn
genuine admiration.

People with true ability
rarely feel the need to show off.
They understand that there is
always something new to learn
and someone from whom they
can learn it.

SEE PAGE 10
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Greener

A casual visit to my native, Upper Land,
Wandering back and forth,

I dropped into my friends’ house,

We had a chat,

swapping our costly experience.

“A group of jolly men, KO THAR DUs,
No one in my sight,
Where have they gone?” I asked.

“They find it hard to make both ends meet.
So as to make a better living,

They left for the gold mines in Upper
Land,” he replied.

“What about dear Ms Motor-mouth?
I could hear a pin drop since I've arrived,
Where has she been?”

“For the sake of her younger brothers
and sisters,

In order to get a good education,

Not to feel small amongst others,

To lead a decent life,

Despite her age, full of beans,

She has gone abroad

And nearly five years there now.”

‘And MAUNG THAR HTIKES, a gang of
youngsters,

So
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Pastures

It’s been a long time since I last met.
What have they been doing lately?”

“It’s easier to get a job

In urban areas,

As blue-collar

So, they all left the village many years
before.”

We talked for hours about the good old
days.

And there came a time to end our chat
Whilst the setting sun was on the brim
of the mountain after his all-day’s work.
And a piece of thought

flashed on my mind,

As I was getting to my feet.

How about me?

I'was raised and brought up by my parents

to be well-educated.

As a result, I live in a suitable region as

well

In accordance with my career

Despite the fact that I'm not willing to fly

the coop.

It’s been quite a while

Since I left my homeland behind!
Thiha
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Khayan's Mya Sein Yaung concrete
road inspected

THE Department of
Rural Development,
under the Ministry of
Cooperatives and Rural
Development, Yangon
Region, Kyauktan Dis-
trict, conducted a field
inspection yesterday of
the completed concrete
road construction project
implemented using 50
per cent of the interest in-
come from the Mya Sein
Yaung Village Project in
Pantawchaung Village,
Khayan Township.
Khayan Township
Department of Rural
Development Head Daw
Htar Htar Naing, the
project officer and engi-

This image features the completed Mya Sein Yaung
concrete road project in Khayan Township.

neering staff inspected
the completed concrete
road construction work.
She met project commit-
tee members and villag-
ers, discussed the need to
collectively maintain the
completed concrete road
for long-term sustainabil-

ity, and inspected wheth-
er the monthly Mya Sein
Yaung Village Project
financial record forms
had been properly and
accurately maintained.
Pantawchaung Vil-
lage is implementing vil-
lage development activ-

ities using K16.2 million
from the Mya Sein Yaung
Village Project interest
funds and K2 million
contributed by the pub-
lic. With technical assis-
tance and close supervi-
sion from officials of the
Township Department of
Rural Development, the
construction of a concrete
road measuring 500 feet
long, seven feet wide and
six inches thick was car-
ried out by local villagers
themselves starting from
the second week of May
this year, and has now
been completed 100 per
cent. — Maung Khaing
(Rural)

Yamethin's VDP project launched, committee formed

Residents and officials gather during the launch
and committee formation ceremony for the Village
Development Project in Yamethin Township.

THE Department of Rural
Development, under the
Ministry of Cooperatives
and Rural Development,
Mandalay Region, Yame-
thin District, conducted
an introductory briefing
on the Village Develop-

ment Project (VDP) tobe
implemented and formed
a project committee in
Kanmyint Village, Yame-
thin Township, yesterday.

Yamethin Township
Department of Rural De-
velopment Head Daw Aye

Aye Win met village elders
and villagers in Kanmy-
int Village and explained
the objectives, processes
and expected benefits of
the Village Development
Project (VDP). Project
staff then explained the
rules and regulations to
be followed in selecting
and forming the Village
Development Commiittee,
as well as the tasks to be
carried out by the village.
The villagers who attend-
ed the meeting selected
and formed a seven-mem-
ber Village Development
Project Committee in line

with the majority’s wish-
es to effectively lead and
implement village devel-
opment activities.

In Kanmyint Village,
selected village devel-
opment activities will be
implemented by the vil-
lagers themselves using
K15 million in support
funds from the Village
Development Project
(VDP) and contributions
from locals, with technical
assistance and close su-
pervision from officials of
the Department of Rural
Development. — Karan
(Rural)

Magway's Mya Sein Yaung
Village Project inspected

THE Department of Rural
Development, under the
Ministry of Cooperatives
and Rural Development,
conducted a field inspec-
tion yesterday of the Mya
Sein Yaung Village project
in Natkan Village, Magway
Township, Magway Re-
gion. The project aims to
provide capital for rural
residents to engage in agri-
culture, livestock farming,
and trading businesses.
Regional Head U
Kyaw Zaw Hein of the Mag-
way Region Department of
Rural Development, Dis-
trict Head U Kyaw San
Htay of the Magway Dis-
trict Department of Rural
Development, Township
Head U Soe Lin Htut of
the Magway Township De-
partment of Rural Devel-
opment, and other officials,
together with the Village

Project Committee mem-
bers, reviewed the imple-
mentation of agricultural,
livestock, and trading ac-
tivities under the project.
Officials also verified that
the activities were being
conducted in compliance
with the loan agreements
and inspected the project’s
bookkeeping records, pro-
viding necessary coordina-
tion and guidance.

According to U Kyaw
Zaw Hein, a total of K45.6
million in revolving funds
from the “MSY” project
has been disbursed to 179
members. This includes
K19.6 million for 49 indi-
viduals in the agricultur-
al sector, K22.6 million
for 113 individuals in the
livestock sector, and K3.4
million for 17 individuals
in the trading sector. —
Nyein Thu

Officials are seen during their inspection tour of the Mya
Sein Yaung Village Project in Magway Township.
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The Wisdom of Keeping Some Things Private

FROMPAGE9

They respect different opin-
ions and appreciate the
strengths of others. Their
confidence comes from
within rather than from
the praise of those around
them.

Success is not
achieved by defeating
others or proving that we
are better than everyone
else. Real success comes
from walking through life
with honesty, humility, and

good character. It comes
from lifting others instead
of looking down on them.
These simple lessons
may sound ordinary, but
they become more mean-
ingful as life teaches us
through experience. Keep-
ing our wealth private helps
us avoid envy and unneces-
sary expectations. Keeping
our words measured helps
us avoid misunderstand-
ings and needless trouble.
Keeping our intelligence

humble helps us avoid
conflict and build strong-
er relationships based on
mutual respect.

Each of these choices
reflects self-control rather
than fear. They allow us to
focus on what truly matters
instead of seeking approval
from others.

As the years pass,
many of us begin to realize
that life’s greatest achieve-
ments are often invisible.
Peace of mind cannot be

bought with money. Re-
spect cannot be demand-
ed through power. Lasting
happiness does not come
from impressing others
but from living according
to strong values.

The wisest people
are often the quietest.
They do not feel the need
to compete for attention
because they understand
that actions speak louder
than words. Their kindness
leaves lasting memories.

Their humility earns last-
ing respect. Their integri-
ty becomes their greatest
achievement.

In a world that encour-
ages us to share more,
perhaps real wisdom lies
in knowing what not to
share. It is found in the qui-
et confidence that comes
from protecting our priva-
cy, speaking with kindness,
and remaining humble de-
spite our abilities.

True wisdom is not
about showing the world
how much we know, how
much we own, or how suc-

cessful we have become.
It is about living each day
with sincerity, exercising
restraint, making thought-
ful decisions, and treating
every person with respect
and compassion.

When we choose char-
acter over attention, humil-
ity over pride, and wisdom
over applause, we build
a life that shines without
demanding the spotlight.
Such a life becomes an
example for others — not
because it is loudly dis-
played, but because its qui-
et strength speaks foritself.
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CBM sells US$2,200 to CMP companies

THE Central Bank of My-
anmar (CBM) injected
over US$2,200 into com-
panies operating on a Cut,
Make, and Pack basis on 8
July, following the sale of
US$ 8,400 on 7 July.

CBM sold over $1.4
million, purchased from
CMP companies, to edible
oil-importing companies
and over $11,400 to CMP
companies on 6 July.

CBM sold over
$595,500 to edible oil-im-
porting companies on 3
July and over $114,400 to
edible oil-importing com-
panies and $39,600 to CMP
companies, along with
$3,700 worth of non-trade
transactions on 2 July.

CBM also sold $3.3
million to edible oil im-
porting companies and
over $21,228 to CMP com-

The Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM), Yangon Branch.

panies on 1 July.

CBM injected over
$35 million, purchased
from CMP companies,
into the foreign exchange
market in June.

CBM pumped over
$51 million and 1.2 mil-

lion baht into the foreign
exchange market in May.
CBM transacted over $70
million and 28.8 million
baht in April.

CBM injected over
$35 million, 34 million
baht and over three mil-

lion yuan in the foreign
exchange market in Feb-
ruary and over $43 million,
65 million baht and over
four million yuan in Jan-
uary 2026.

CBM injects foreign
currencies into the foreign
exchange market to reg-
ulate currency devalua-
tion. According to CBM’s
notification on 15 March
2024, it has been collab-
orating with law enforce-
ment agencies to combat
and prosecute those who
attempt to manipulate the
currency market under
the existing laws. CBM al-
lowed authorized dealers
(private banks) to freely
conduct foreign exchange
trading online at market
rates, based on supply and
demand, starting from 5
December2023.— NN/KK

Upgrading Myanmar rubber through Group
Processing Factories

CONCERTED efforts
are being exerted to ex-
pand and establish Group
Processing Factories to
enhance the quality of
Myanmar’s rubber in the
global market.

Rubber is one of the
key sources of foreign
revenue for Myanmar.
The GPF are designed to
consolidate raw latex into
high-value, standardized
rubber, enabling small-
scale farmers to manufac-
ture premium-grade rub-
ber by pooling resources.

Adopting mod-
ern drying techniques,
farm-to-factory traceabil-
ity, and compliance with
international standards

will help Myanmar rub-
ber to reach the European
market, which demands
premium rubber at high
prices.

At present, China
accounts for 75 per cent
of Myanmar’s rubber ex-
ports, followed by Malay-
sia, Indonesia, India, Viet
Nam and the Republic of
Korea.

Myanmar possesses
over 1.6 million acres of
rubber plantations, pro-
ducing over 300,000 tonnes
and generating US$480
million in revenue. None-
theless, the lack of quality
rubber pushed Myanmar
to export only raw mate-
rials, lowering the global

This image shows the rubber processing.

market price.

The GPF system was
implemented in early 2026
to organize small farmers
to produce premium-quali-
ty rubber, as 92 per cent of
rubber farmers are small-
holders. The Group Pro-
cessing factories produc-

ing RSS3 rubber are being
operated in Shwegyin and
Mayanchaung in Bago
Region, Kyaikto, Thaton,
Mudon and Thanbyuzayat
in Mon State and Myaing-
kalay in Kayin State, and
expansion of facilities is
also ongoing. — TWA/KK

Registration board approves 4,670 pesticides

THE Pesticide Registra-
tion Board has issued per-
mits for 4,670 pesticides so
far at its 48" meeting held
in Nay Pyi Taw on 7 July
2026. Reviews on the reg-
istration of 179 pesticides

were also conducted, ac-
cording to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Livestock
and Irrigation.

The pesticide regis-
tration board also pro-
vides pesticide standard

criteria, issues orders,
specifications, and in-
structions from time to
time and monitors agricul-
tural products to ensure
food safety and a pesti-
cide-residue-free status.

The Myanmar Agricul-
tural Import Registration
System (MAIRS) online
portal was launched to
streamline the pesticide
registration process. —
NN/KK

UMFCCI, MFVP discuss
export promotion, fruit
sectoral development

THE Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and Industry and Myanmar Fruit,
Flower and Vegetable Producers and Exporters
Association (MFVP) discussed the development
of the fruit sector on 8 July.

The meeting highlighted UMFCCI’s support for
export promotion, growth of the fruit sector devel-
opment, improving the association’s performance,
strengthening MSMEs engaged in the fruit sector,
exploring market access for potential new fruit
varieties in new markets and on digital platforms,
and digital transformation in both domestic and
foreign markets.

MFVP Chair U Kyaw Thu introduced the new
executive members and discussed the manage-
ment policies and procedures updated to meet the
standards within the first 70 days of assuming office,
efforts to improve members’ performance and the
short-term and long-term action plan for the next
three years.

The UMFCCI president encouraged and co-
ordinated the association. MFVP also expressed
gratitude to the UMFCCI for its continuous support
and partnership. — NN/KK

Myanmar Insurance
Association launches Credit
Guarantee Insurance for
MSMEs

THE Myanmar Insurance Association, under the
guidance of the Insurance Business Requlatory
Board(IBRB) of the Ministry of Finance and Rev-
enue, hosted a launching ceremony of the Credit
Guarantee Insurance for the development of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMESs) on 7 July
2026 at Park Royal Hotel.

This scheme is designed to enable MSMEs to
secure business loans when they lack immovable
collateral. Wunna Kyaw Htin Dr Maung Maung
Thein, Chairman of the Myanmar Insurance Asso-
ciation, explained the Credit Guarantee Insurance
policy, and attendees also actively engaged in the
discussion.

Yangon Region Minister Dr Myo Thaw for Elec-
tricity, Energy, Industry and Transport, Daw Khin
Saw Oo, Chair of the Myanmar Banks Association,
Secretary of the Financial Regulatory Department,
the director-general of the Business Requlatory
Board(IBRB), officials of Myanmar Insurance Asso-
ciation, MSME Association and General Insurance
Companies attended the event. — NN/KK

The launch ceremony for the Credit Guarantee
Insurance for MSMEs is in progress on 7 July 2026.
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China’s new energy vehicle
output, sales both exceed 7
mlin in H1

NEV output from January to June reached 7438

million units.

China’'s new energy vehicle (NEV) sector reported continued growth in the first half of
2026, with output and sales both exceeding seven million units during the period.

PHOTO: GLOBAL TIMES

CHINA'S new energy
vehicle (NEV) sector
reported continued
growth in the first half
of 2026, with output and
sales both exceeding
seven million units dur-
ing the period, latest in-
dustry data showed on
Thursday. NEV output
from January to June
reached 7.438 million
units, while sales stood
at 7.446 million units, ac-
cording to datareleased
by the China Associa-
tion of Automobile Man-
ufacturers. Pure elec-
tric vehicles accounted
for 67 per cent of the to-
tal NEV sales during the
period, the data showed.
— Xinhua

Neyagawa levies new empty property tax

THE city assembly of
Neyagawa in Osaka Pre-
fecture passed an ordi-
nance Thursday to intro-
duce a tax on owners of
vacant houses, aiming to
cope with an increasing
number of such homes

and bring them onto the
housing market.

The municipal gov-
ernment said the vacant
house distribution promo-
tion tax will be imposed
across the entire city
starting in fiscal 2029,

making it Japan’s first
such levy not limited to
a specific area. After the
assembly enacted the or-
dinance, Mayor Keisuke
Hirose told reporters,
“Securing housing is an
issue in commuter towns

near major cities,” add-
ing that the new tax has
significance not only for
Neyagawa but also for the
whole country, which fac-
es the problem of vacant
homes amid its aging pop-
ulation. — Kyodo

Chip titan SK hynix to set price for mega US listing

SOUTH Korean chip giant
SK hynix is expected on
Thursday to set the price
forits mega US listing that
could be one of the world’s
largest stock sales.

As governments and
tech firms race to build
data centres to train and
run artificial intelligence,
SK hynix — a supplier to
industry behemoth Nvid-
ia— has seen profits and
its share price skyrocket.

The Asian semicon-
ductor giant plans to issue
the equivalent of nearly
18 million new shares on
Wall Street’s tech-heavy

SK hynix is already traded on Seoul’s Kospi index,
where its market capitalisation soared past $1 trillion in

May. PHOTO: AFP/FILE

Nasdaq index on Friday.

SK hynix said this
week it hoped to raise a
whopping 43 trillion won

($28 billion) by selling
American Depositary
Receipts (ADRs), which
allow shares of foreign

companies to be traded
on US exchanges.

That goal was revised
down from an initial tar-
get of more than 45 trillion
won, but recent volatility
in the company’s shares
make firm estimations
difficult.

Global tech stocks
have tumbled in recent
weeks amid fears about
extended valuations —
SK hynix has jumped
more than 200 per cent
this year — and questions
over when the enormous
spending on Al will reap
returns. — AFP

(German exports
rise despite Iran
war headwinds

GERMAN exports unex-
pectedly rose in May, their
fourth straight month-
ly increase, official data
showed Thursday, as Eu-
rope’s biggest economy
defied headwinds from the
Iran war.

Exports rose 0.9 per
cent from the previous
month to 137.9 billion euros
($158 billion), according
to preliminary data from
statistics agency Destatis,

driven by a rise in demand
from the United States and
China.

Analysts surveyed by
financial data firm FactSet
had expected a decline of
one per cent. It was the
latest evidence that Ger-
many’s long-struggling
economy is coping with
the turmoil unleashed by
the US-Israeli war against
Iran better than some had
feared. — AFP

Positive trade figures offer a glimmer of hope for Germany’s

economy. PHOTO: AFP

inflation risks

Renewed ME tensions underscore

New Zealand's central bank said renewed tensions in
the Middle East underscore ongoing inflation risks, as
the bank raised interest rates for the first time in more
than three years.

The Reserve Bank of New Zealand (RBNZ) on
Wednesday lifted its official cash rate by 25 basis points,
with Governor Anna Breman citing rising oil prices fol-
lowing a resurgence of hostilities between the United
States and Iran, Radio New Zealand (RNZ) reported on
Thursday.

Brent crude rose more than five per cent to about
US$78 a barrel on Thursday, extending gains from the
previous day. Breman told RNZ that higher fuel costs
remain a key inflation risk, warning that prolonged con-
flict could entrench price pressures. “There’s a risk this
will become embedded,” she said, adding the bank’s role
was to prevent inflation staying elevated for too long.

The RBNZ expects annual inflation to peak at 3.9
per cent in the June quarter, above its 1-3 per cent target
range, though lower than an earlier 4.3-per cent forecast.

Despite disruptions, including the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, Breman said shipping routes contin-
ued to function.

According to the governor, economic recovery was
underway in New Zealand and could prove stronger than
expected, though many households had yet to feel the
improvement. — Xinhua
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Cocoa lynchpin sees
chocolate lovers make
hesitant return

BARRY Callebaut, one
of the world’s biggest
chocolate makers, sig-
nalled Thursday that
chocoholics are starting
to replenish their stocks
after being stung by in-
flation.

The group, which
says it runs the world’s
biggest chocolate facto-
ry in Belgium and pro-
vides cocoa products to
nearly all major makers,
warned however that
any improvement would
be “gradual”.

Barry Callebaut
said sales volumes in-
creased for the first time
in two years in the quar-
ter from March to May
this year, as it revealed
its latest results.

It said that sales vol-
ume fell 2.8 per cent to
1.5 million tonnes over
the first nine months of

its financial year up, but
had increased 5.7 per
cent in the third quarter.

Asia, the Middle
East and Africa boost-
ed sales over the nine
months, while Western
Europe was down 2.5 per
cent and North America
7.6 per cent.

It predicted that for
the whole financial year
up to the end of August,
sales volumes would be
down about one per cent.

The group attribut-
ed the belated increase
to increased demand for
cocoa powder and some
customers “replenishing
their stocks”.

Its turnover over
the nine months fell
12.7 per cent against the
previous year to 9.5 bil-
lion Swiss francs ($11.75
billion), below analysts
forecasts. — AFP

Cocoa giant Barry Callebaut senses a tentative rebound
in the chocolate market after more than a year of
inflation turbulence. PHOTO: AFP

Sony promoting character
business, sees resurgence in
popularity of “Pingu”

SONY Group Corp is pro-
moting character goods
and events sales as a part
of its efforts to strength-
en its thriving content
business, with one such
character, Swiss-born
“Pingu”, recently seeing
a resurgence in its pop-
ularity.

Merchandise sales
of the penguin character,
the marketing rights of
which have been held in
Japan by Sony since 1991,
doubled in fiscal 2025
from the previous year, as
the company has promot-
ed it on social media and
through collaborations
with other companies.

This photo shows production materials from the “Pingu”
animated series on display at an exhibition about the Swiss-
born penguin character at Tokyo International Forum in

Tokyo. PHOTO: KYODO

Pingu, the main
character of a penguin
family animation that
began in 1980, has been
aired in Japan since the

1990s. The character is
popular not only among
Japanese in their 30s and
40s who watched the TV
animation series in their

childhood but also among
younger generations.

On Thursday, Sony
held a press event show-
casing an exhibition titled
“More than just cute!?
The Pingu Exhibition”,
which will start the follow-
ing day and runs through
6 September at Tokyo In-
ternational Forum.

In the exhibition,
visitors can see a display
of original clay anima-
tion puppets used in the
filming, learn about the
behind-the-scenes pro-
duction process and buy
various goods including
stuffed animals and bags.
— Kyodo

S Korean banks’ household lending rises
faster in June

SOUTH Korean banks’
household lending rose
faster last month due to
robust demand for both
mortgage and credit loans,
central bank data showed
Thursday.

Debt owed by house-
holds to deposit-taking
banks totalled 1,189.4 tril-
lion won (US$789.5 billion)

at the end of June, up 7.6
trillion won ($5.0 billion)
from a month earlier, ac-
cording to the Bank of Ko-
rea (BOK).

The June growth was
faster than an expansion
of 6.9 trillion won ($4.6 bil-
lion) in the previous month,
keeping an upward trend
for a fourth straight month.

Banks’ mortgage loan in-
creased 4.3 trillion won
($2.9 billion) last month
amid higher home trans-
actions.

The domestic real
estate market fluctuated
in recent months, with
the number of apartment
transactions across the
country reaching 48,000 in

January, 41,000 in Febru-
ary, 49,000 in March, 49,000
in April and 49,000 in May.

Other loans to house-
holds, including credit loan,
credit line and commercial
real estate-backed loan, ad-
vanced 3.3 trillion won ($2.2
billion) in June compared
to the previous month. —
Xinhua

Australian house rents rise to record
high in Q2: report

THE median weekly rental price for houses in Australia
rose toarecord-high in the second quarter of 2026, areport
released on Thursday has found.

The latest rent report from property marketplace
Domain showed that the median weekly rent for houses
across all capital cities rose by 2.9 per cent over the June
quarter and 7.7 per cent year-on-year to 700 Australian
dollars (US$485.2).

The report noted that it was the highest rate of annual
growth in almost two years.

In Sydney, Australia’s most expensive property mar-
ket, the median weekly asking rent for houses rose to 850
AUD (US$589.2), up from 800 AUD (US$554.5) in the first
quarter of 2026. Domain said that the 6.3 per cent increase
in Sydney house rents was the strongest quarterly growth
in four years. — Xinhua

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V UNI ACCORD VOY.NO. (0401N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V UNI ACCORD
VOY.NO. (0401N) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 10-7-2026 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of AWPT where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S EVERGREEN MARINE (ASIA) PTE., LTD.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V ISEACO WISDOM VOY.NO. (177W)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ISEACO
WISDOM VOY.NO. (177W) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 10-7-2026 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 A.M
to 11:20 A.M and 12 NOON to 4 P.M to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA LINES
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EU parliament greenlights
digital euro

The EU believes a digital euro is the answer to cutting its addiction
to US payment systems.

EU lawmakers on Thurs-
day backed Kkickstarting
negotiations on creating
a digital version of the
euro, as the European
Union races to introduce
the currency.

The project has been
years in the making but
the EU first needs to
agree on the legal frame-
work underpinning the
virtual currency before it
is available for use.

The EU believes a
digital euro is the answer
to cutting its addiction
to US payment systems
like Visa and Mastercard
as well as Apple Pay and
Google Pay.

A European Par-
liament committee had
already given its green
light but that approval was

The electronic version of the euro used in the 21-nation
currency area would be available to use free of charge.

PHOTO: AFP

challenged and there was
a call for an assembly vote.
An overwhelming
majority of lawmakers
approved establishing a
digital euro.
That means negotia-

tors from the parliament
and EU capitals can start
talks to reach a deal by the
end of 2026. If they stick to
that timeline, the Europe-
an Central Bank hopes the
digital euro would be avail-

able to citizens in 2029.

The first meeting of
negotiators is expected
this month.

There are also plans
for a pilot programme in
mid-2027 to test how the
digital euro would work
in practice if there is an
agreement by the end of
the year.

EU lawmaker Fer-
nando Navarrete Rojas,
one of the lead negotia-
tors for the parliament,
insisted the digital euro
was “an alternative, not a
requirement”.

He added that those
saying the digital euro
would be used “as a tool
of control” were “lying”,
stressing there would
be the “highest privacy
standards”. — AFP

Chemical weapons

reinstates Syria

THE world’s chemical
weapons watchdog re-
instated Syria on Thurs-
day, noting a “significant
change in circumstances”
since the fall of Bashar
al-Assad and “concrete
steps” to dismantle his
deadly stockpile of banned
substances.

In 2021, the Organi-
zation for the Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) took the unprec-
edented step of stripping
Syria of its voting rights
after finding its air force
had used nerve agent sarin
and chlorine gas on its own
people.

But since Assad’s
2024 overthrow, the new
authorities in Damascus
have vowed to co-operate
with the OPCW to destroy

the chemical weapons the
former president was re-
peatedly accused of using
during Syria’s 13-year civil
war.

The new Syrian gov-
ernment has “committed
to fulfilling Syria’s obliga-
tion under the (Chemical

watchdog

Weapons) Convention
and... since taken con-
crete steps to cooperate...
to achieve this goal,” the
OPCW said in a statement.

The decision “marks
another milestone in the
OPCW’s efforts to achieve
the complete and verified

The chemical weapons watchdog said Syria had made
progress in dismantling the stockpile of banned substances
built up under former president Bashar al-Assad.

PHOTO: AFP

elimination of all remain-
ing chemical weapons
associated with the for-
mer Syrian government”,
said the watchdog’s Di-
rector-General Fernando
Arias.

In 2013, Syria agreed
to join the OPCW and
disclose and hand over
its toxic stockpile under
Russian and US pressure,
and to avert the threat of
air strikes by Washington
and its allies.

This came after a sus-
pected chemical attack
on the Eastern Ghouta
suburb of Damascus that
killed more than 1,000 peo-
ple, according to US intelli-
gence, and was attributed
to the Syrian government,
which denied involvement
and blamed rebels. — AFP

Trump blasts Spain, targets
Greenland at NATO summit

US President Donald Trump on Wednesday threat-
ened to cut off trade with Spain and insisted he still
wanted Greenland, as NATO leaders met for their
summit in Ankara.

“T'm very upset with NATO,” he told reporters as
he met alliance chief Mark Rutte ahead of the main
summit session.

“I'm not happy with NATO because of what they
did with Greenland, and I'm not happy with NATO
because of the fact that they didn't want to help us with
the number one state sponsor of terror, that's Iran.”

Trump singled out Spain for particular criticism
calling it a “terrible partner in NATO".

“Spainisawasted cause. We don't want to do any
trade business with Spain anymore,” he said, asking
his Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent to “cut it off”. —
AFP

Mexico to take legal action after
migrant’s death in US

MEXICAN President Claudia Sheinbaum said Wednes-
day that her government would take “legal measures”
following the death of Mexican citizen Lorenzo Sal-
gado Araujo, who was shot dead by an agent from
the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
in Houston.

Speaking at her daily press conference at the
National Palace, Sheinbaum expressed indignation
over the mistreatment of Mexican migrants in the
United States and said Mexico needed to go beyond
traditional diplomatic notes.

“Our goal is to go beyond diplomatic notes and
what we have raised before the Inter-American Com-
mission on Human Rights, because we cannot allow
the mistreatment of our brothers and sisters who
are in the United States, our fellow nationals. So we
are considering other measures,” she said. — Xinhua

US resumed cash shipments to
Baghdad

THE United States hasresumed cash shipments toIraq
after a delay, signalling its support for Prime Minister
Ali al-Zaidi's administration, with the premier expect-
ed in Washington later this month, a government
spokesperson said Thursday.

Iraq's revenues from oil exports are largely held
at the Federal Reserve Bank in New York, under an
arrangement reached after the 2003 US-led invasion
that toppled former ruler Saddam Hussein.

Under the system, payments for oil are made into
dollar-denominated accountsin the USwhich are then
either used to pay for imports or flow to Iraq as cash.

Earlier this year, Washington suspended the cash
transfers to Iraq as it piled pressure on Baghdad to
disarm Iran-backed armed groups, which launched
hundreds of attacks on US facilities in Iraq during the
Middle East war.

Iraqi officials downplayed the issues, saying the
dollar shipments had ceased due to the closure of
airspace and the security situation. — AFP
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France, Morocco kick
off blockbuster World
Cup quarterfinals

FRANCE take on Mo-
rocco on Thursday in a
blockbuster World Cup
quarterfinal showdown as
the largest and most logis-
tically complex edition of
the footballing showpiece
ever staged enters the
home straight.

After a month of spell-
binding action that has
seen 280 goals scored in
96 matches, the expanded
field of 48 has been whittled
down to just eight teams
who are dreaming of win-
ning the title at the 19 July
final in East Rutherford.

France, the outstand-
ing side of the tournament
to date, kick off the quar-
terfinals against African
champions Morocco at
Gillette Stadium, outside
Boston, in a rematch of the
two teams' 2022 World Cup
semi-final meeting.

A defeat for Les Ble-
us would mark the end of
the road for France coach
Didier Deschamps, who

is stepping down after a
successful 14-year reign
at the conclusion of the
tournament.

Deschamps, one of
only three men to win the
World Cup as both a player
and coach, said Wednesday
he is paying scant atten-
tion to his personal legacy.

"I am not thinking
about that at all. In my
head, with my staff, the
objective is just to do
everything we can so that
things go well. I am focused
on this Morocco team and
on things going well for us,"
Deschamps said.

The France coach
also dismissed concerns
shared widely across so-
cial media that the choice
of Argentinian referee
Facundo Tello could spell
trouble for his side.

France and Argentina
are on a collision course to
reach the final in a repeat
of the 2022 final won by the
South Americans. — AFP

MGF to host President’s Cup, amateur
and senior golf tourney in Aug

THE Myanmar Golf Fed-
eration (MGF) has an-
nounced that the MGF
President’s Cup 2026 for
amateur and senior golf-
ers will be held in Yangon
over four days in early Au-

gust.
Organized by the

MGE, with primary spon-
sorship from SAE PAING
Development Ltd and
Phyo Si Thu Teak Plan-
tation (Myanmar), the
tournament will take
place from 3 to 6 August
at the Yangon Golf Club
(Danyingon).

Men’s amateur cat-
egory is open to players
with a handicap of 0 to 12.
Men’s senior amateur is
open to players with a
handicap of 0 to 18, cate-
gorized into age groups:
55-60, 61-65 and 66-75.

The tournament will

be conducted in accord-
ance with the Rules of
Golf 2023 prescribed by
the R&A Rules Limited
and the United States
Golf Association (USGA),
alongside local tourna-
ment rules. The registra-
tion deadline is 1 August,

by 2:00 pm. The entry fee

is 30,000 kyats per person.
Interested participants
can register by calling
09-421002259. Players
who have previously reg-
istered are also required
toreconfirm their entries.

Amateur partici-
pants must submit their
World Handicap System
(WHS) Handicap Index
Card (recognized by the
MGF) and a Handicap

This image shows the opening ceremony of the MGF President's Cup 2025.

Certificate issued by their
respective member golf
clubs. — MT/ZN

17 players face suspension risk
ahead of World Cup quarterfinals

Kylian Mbappe will lead France's fearsome attack against
Morocco in the World Cup quarterfinals. PHOTO: AFP

Seventeen players head into the World Cup quarterfinals
one yellow card away from suspension, with several title
contenders at risk of losing key players for the semifinals.
Yellow cards accumulated during the group stage
were wiped before the knockout rounds, but any players
who receive two bookings between the round of 32 and
the quarterfinals will be suspended for the semifinals if
their teams advance. England and Morocco are the teams
facing the greatest disciplinary concerns. Morocco has four
playersatrisk ahead of its quarterfinal against France, with
Issa Diop, Achraf Hakimi, Redouane Halhal and Bilal El
Khannoussall one booking away from suspension. France
also has two key players walking a disciplinary tightrope,
with forward Michael Olise and midfielder Manu Kone
both at risk of missing a potential semifinal. — Xinhua

FIFA denies France's appeal
against Olise's yellow card

FRANCE head coach Didier Deschamps revealed on
Tuesday that Michael Olise's yellow card from France's
World Cup round-of-16 match against Paraguay will stand.

Olise was booked late in last Saturday's match fol-
lowing an altercation. The French Football Federation
subsequently appealed to FIFA to have the yellow card
overturned. Speaking at a pre-match press conference,
Deschamps said, "Nothing has changed regarding Olise's
yellow card. We received FIFA's notice this morning con-
firming the original decision stands."

This means that if France beats Morocco on Thurs-
day and Olise receives another yellow card, the Bayern
Munich player will be ruled out of the semifinal. Olise
has impressed throughout the World Cup, registering a
tournament-leading five assists. — Xinhua

Belgium bid to crack Spain's ironclad defence in World Cup quartertinal

BELGIUM meet Spain in
the World Cup quarter-
finals on Friday with the
daunting task of breaching
the European champions'
watertight defence for the
first time at the 2026 tour-
nament.

In beating Cristiano
Ronaldo's Portugal 1-0 on
Monday, Luis de la Fuente's
men became the first team
in history to record six

consecutive World Cup
clean sheets. Spain have
not shown the attacking
flair of France but they
are playing the careful,
possession-based football
that took them to glory in
South Africa in 2010.

The prodigiously gifted
Lamine Yamalis the team's
most potent attacker on
paper but the teenager ar-
rived in the United States

still recovering from a
late-season injury and has
netted just once in five
games. Mikel Oyarzabal
has made up for that, scor-
ing four times, including
twice in a 3-0 romp against
Austria in the last 32.

Barcelona midfielder
Dani Olmo said club team-
mate Yamal was growing
into the tournament.

"He brings so much to

the team with his dribbling
and presence. When he re-
ceives the ball, two or three
opposing players close in
on him, which opens up
space," he said.

"Lamine scores and
assists —he's always done
that in his short career —
and even when he doesn't,
he'll keep helping us with

the work he's doing." —  Spain forward Mikel Oyarzabal celebrates scoring his team's

AFP

third goal in the 3-0 win over Austria. PHOTO: AFP
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Artificial cloud
brightening could
tame EIl Nino

A brewing “Super” El
Nino cycle is poised to
unleash heat waves,
floods and drought world-
wide, with the effects
amplified by long term
human-caused climate
change.

But what if it was
possible to interrupt and
effectively “switch off”
the Pacific Ocean heating
phenomenon as it starts
to form?

That’s the premise of
anew Science Advances
study published Wednes-
day, which uses comput-
er models to show that
artificially brightening
clouds over the Pacific,
when timed right, could
neutralize the influen-
tial weather pattern and
blunt its worst impacts.

While previous re-
search on so-called geo-
engineering has focused
on cooling the planet as
a whole, the new paper

instead proposes more
targeted interventions.

“These shorter
timescales of interven-
tions could be a very
powerful way that geo-
engineering enters this
portfolio of responses to
climate change,” lead
author Jessica Wan, a
postdoctoral researcher
at the University of Chi-
cago, told AFP.

Prior research had
shown that the “Black
Summer” bushfires
that scorched Austral-
ia in 2019-2020 played
a key role in creating a
multi-year La Nina, the
cool phase of the El Ni-
no-Southern Oscillation
cycle.

As smoke particles
entered the clouds, they
set off chain reactions
that actually made the
clouds brighter; bouncing
more of the Sun’s energy
back to space. — AFP

EU heatwave
exposed two-thirds of
population to ozone

TWO thirds of the Euro-
pean Union’s population
may have been exposed
to harmful levels of ozone
pollution during last
month’s record-break-
ing heatwave, a report
exclusively shared with
AFP warned Thursday.
Nearly 300 million
people, including 100
million children and el-
derly people, faced high-
er-than-recommended
levels of the toxic pollut-
ant during the punishing
heat in late June, accord-
ing to the report from the
NGO Global Witness.
The scale of this “in-
visible threat” highlights
how “people are being
forced to live through

very dangerous condi-
tions as a result of our de-
pendence on fossil fuels,”
the organization’s senior
campaigner Flossie Boyd
told AFP.

Ground-level ozone
is different from the
ozone layer in the atmos-
phere, which protects
Earth from the Sun’s
radiation -- and is slowly
recovering from damage
made by refrigerants
called CFCs.

On the ground,
ozone is the main in-
gredient in smog and
can cause breathing
problems, damage lung
tissue, trigger asthma
attacks and lead to oth-
er health issues. — AFP

Rosatom hits new milestone with
Egyptian El Dabaa Nuclear Plant

The ceremony was attended by Egyptian Prime Minister Mostafa

Madbouly, Minister of Electricity and Renewable Energy Mahmoud Esmat,
Rosatom CEO Alexey Likhachev and International Atomic Energy Agency
Director-General Rafael Grossi.

HE installation of
a 330-tonne reactor
pressure vessel for

Unit 1 at the El Dabaa Nu-
clear Power Plant in Egypt
has begun in northern
Egypt, marking another
stage in building the coun-
try’s first nuclear power
station.

The ceremony was
attended by Egyptian
Prime Minister Mosta-
fa Madbouly, Minister of
Electricity and Renew-
able Energy Mahmoud
Esmat, Rosatom CEO
Alexey Likhachev and In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency Director- General
Rafael Grossi.

Sputnik news agency
and radio, in cooperation
with Egyptian television,
broadcast the installation
live. Egypt and Russia
struck a deal to build the
El Dabaa Nuclear Power
Plant in November 2015.

The projectis financed
through a $25 billion Rus-
sian loan, with the agree-

This image shows the installation of a 330-tonne reactor pressure vessel for Unit 1 at the El
Dabaa Nuclear Power Plant in Egypt. PHOTO: ROSATOM

ment coming into force in
December 2017.

Under the contract,
Russian state nuclear
energy firm Rosatom
is responsible for the
plant’s design, materials
and construction, as well
as nuclear fuel supplies,
operational support and

maintenance.

The Russian company
is also tasked with training
Egyptian staff and provid-
ing technical assistance
over the first 10 years of
the plant’s operation.

When complete, the
El Dabaa plant will have
four power units with a ca-

pacity of 1,200 MW each,
equipped with Russian
VVER-1200 Generation
IIT+ reactors.

The reactor is one of
Rosatom’s most advanced
technologies, with four
units already in operation
at other power plants. —
SPUTNIK

US, Iran trade new strikes ahead of
Khameneli burial

THE United States and
Iran traded new strikes
on Thursday that killed
several people in the Is-
lamic republic as Iranian
authorities prepared for
the burial of longtime su-
preme leader Ali Khame-
nei.

Iran said it had re-
sumed its attacks target-
ing US assets in Kuwait,
Bahrain and Qatar, with
the renewed hostilities,
sparked by tensions over

the Strait of Hormuz,
threatening a return to

full-scale war.
This was the second

Mourners gather in Mashhad before Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei's burial. PHOTO: AFP

day in a row that the dec-
ades-old foes exchanged
attacks, with Iran’s health
ministry saying the US
attacks across both days
had killed 14 people and
injured 78.

The fighting came
with Iran preparing to
bury Khamenei, who was
killed alongside close fam-
ily members on the first
day of the US-Israeli war
against the Islamic repub-
lic on 28 February. — AFP
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