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Senior General Min Aung Hlamg warmly converses with Voters in Thamadatawywa v111age -tract,
Patheingyi Township.

NAY PYITAW January 25

Elections are the most impor-
tant part of democracy, and the
voters will have to choose and
shape the future path of the
nation by using their voting
right, which is included in the
rights of citizens.

The Phase 3 of the 2025 Multi-
party Democracy General Ele-
ction of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar began at
6 am today at the relevant
townships, and the people in
large bodies were seen actively
casting votes according to their
free will at the respective polling

stations as good citizens in a
disciplined manner, without
facing any pressure.

Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of State Security and
Peace Commission Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, accom-
panied by SSPC Secretary Gen-
eral Ye Win Oo and members
of the entourage, visited the
polling stations in Mandalay
Region and cordially conversed
with the voters.

During the visit, the Senior
General observed the polling
station officials checking the

DAILY EDITION
Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of State
Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing visits voters
casting ballots at the Phase 3 of the 2025 Multi-party Democracy General
Electlon of the Republlc of the Union of Myanmar at the relevant pol]mg statlons

Township.

voter lists with computers at the
booths in Patheingyi Township
and the people ardently casting
ballots there. He cordially met
with voters and asked their
views on MEVMs and voting
process and on the polling
station staff. He then warmly
greeted the voters.

Voters on their part also ex-
pressed pleasure and pride
for the Senior General’s visit
to the polling stations and the
encouragement he gave to
them, and extended warm and
cordial greetings back to the
Senior General and party. They

also cordially described their
experiences in casting votes at
the elections. Regarding their
experiences and sentiment
toward voting, they declared
that they came there and cast
votes of their own accord.
They said that thanks to the
MEVMs the voting process
had become more convenient
and swifter and the screen
correctly showed the person
they had voted for. Moreover,
the occurrence of any kind of
malpractices including vote
stealing, vote rigging and elec-
tion fraud were totally impossi-

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing observes the voting process in Ohnchaw village-tract, Patheingyi

ble, they expressed belief, add-
ing that the whole voting process
was user friendly.

While visiting the polling sta-
tions and encouraging the vo-
ters, the Senior General also
answered the questions raised
by the internal and external
media gathering news there.
The full text of the interview
is as follows:

Q: Today is the last day of
the election, so what are your
expectations for the future of
Myanmar?

A: Myanmar has already set

See Page - 19mm
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an aim of adopting a multi-party
democratic system chosen by
the people. We will follow this
path (to multi-party democracy)
asit is the choice of the people.
It is not chosen by us, but by
the people. We are a part of the
people, and we are in favour
of this path. So, it is clear that
the country will proceed with a
multi-party democratic system.
It is also our future path.

Q: Some say that the USDP that
supports the Tatmadaw will
win (the election). Justifying that,
some UN experts are advoca-
ting against acknowledging
the election. Your comment on
this matter, please.

A: The ones who are casting
votes are the people of Myanmar;
and not the foreigners. In fact,
voters are the people living
in Myanmar. They can vote
whoever they favour. Voters
come and cast ballots, because
candidates include the ones
they support. If there is no one
to support, they will not go to
the polls. There are two reasons
behind the failure to cast votes.
One reason is that there is no
candidate they are in favour of
and the other is safety. Because
of the safety reason, some will
find it hard to reach the polling
station. Normally, people go
to the polls because there is a
candidate in their favour. There
is the USDPE, as you have just
mentioned, and other parties

Tatmadaw News 119

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing answers the questions of the news media.

such as PPP and Kya Byu (White
tiger). The election involves
multiple parties. In this regard,
we had issued the voter lists.
They voted freely, didn't they?
External recognition (of the
election) is not in our interest.
What we recognize is the votes
cast by our people, and it is
our goal.

Q: Are you going to take part in
the succeeding government?
A:1can’t say anything about it
yet. There will be the Hluttaw
thatalso hasits election methods.
Q: It is the final day, so what’s
your message for the new
government?

A: 1t should work for the good of

the country. Whatever govern-
ment comes, the important thing
is the betterment of the country.
a government has the duty to
serve the nation’s interest,
develop the country, ensure
national peace and tranquility,
and enable the country to stand
shoulder to shoulder with the
global counterparts. We allmust
try to achieve this. People’s in-
volvement is also needed. The
government’s leadership alone
is not adequate for the matter.
The government must have the
plan, but public participation is
amust. The government must
organize the people as their in-
volvement is a must. Although

we are demanding democracy,
it cannot be possible without
the people. Their involvement
is required as it is vital.

Q: There were alot of difficulties,
and it is the final day. So, what’s
yourmessagefor theinternational
community and the Myanmar
people?

A: People should strive for the
country’s betterment. They
should have a broader view,
and that is what I wish to say.
Myanmar’s true condition
should be known internationally.
Nearly all the foreigners who
are visiting Myanmar are aware
of the huge difference between
the hearsay and what they have

heard with their own ears and
seen with their own eyes. What
Imean is the country is facing
the consequences of rumors
and acts of some media. But we
also have many opportunities
and if we can use them well the
nation will develop.

Q: Can there be a government
thatis like the U Thein Sein-led
administration in 2010? The
USDP government assumed
the duties in 2010 and won a
considerable amount of public
favour. Can the government that
will be formed in 2025 expect a
similar situation?

A: It depends on the condition
and environment in which the
winning party can render coo-
peration. Right? The administra-
tion led by President U Thein
Sein actually did what they
could. But there was opposition.
If the opposition followed the
way towards national progress,
the situation would be different.
But if the opposition was in the
negative trend, difficulties would
increase for any government.
Q: Challenges will not be the
same. The landscape then was
quite good. But the present
landscape is rather chaotic.
Might it be more difficult to
control a situation like this?
A: (The landscape) is chaotic
as it lacks peace and stability.
It may be true, but there should
be abroader view. The country
should have a broader view, as I
have previously mentioned. 100
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It was also necessary to
measure the air pollution of
the city and steps must be
taken to address the issue.
It was recognized that tasks
for cleanliness of schools had
been carried out. It showed
the abidence or principles
by teachers and students. In
connection with education, it
is important to enhance the
teaching capabilities of teachers
by conducting courses. As for
students, it is necessary to pre-
pare to conduct courses on cul-
ture, English, basic computer

skills and other beneficial cour-
ses during summer holidays. The
Tatmadaw had been conducting
navigation and aviation youths
training courses (basic and
advanced) annually.

In education, discussions
were being made to upgrade
education degree colleges to
education universities that
nurtured teachers. It was a
measure to offer benefits accor-
ding to their degree levels and
academic qualifications. To
raise the education standards
of the country, it was necessary
to enhance the qualification of

the education staff, who were
responsible for teaching, at first.
In our country, as most students
are relying on government
schools, it is necessary to
enhance the qualification of
education staff. it was essential
to nurture educated human
resources to build a future
developed country, education
was being promoted.

As the Mandalay Region
mainly produced oil crops, it
was necessary to place emp-
hasis on high yield. Domestic
production was being encour-
aged and a good domestic eco-

nomy would enhance supply
and demand, leading to the
benefits of increasing money
circulation and creating job
opportunities. It was necessary
to form a committee to properly
improve the yield of oil crops
and pulses and beans, which
thrived in the region. It was
also vital for industrial zones
to encourage MSMEs. As the
country encouraged MSMEs,
the economy of the country
returned positive. As MSMESs
were the lifeblood of developing
countries, production based
on agriculture and livestock

breeding must be boosted.

It was gladly recognized that
much progress was seen due
to the efforts of the regional
government and abidence of
disciplines and willingness
to work by residents. It was
necessary to sustain and hand
over such favourable conditions
to the upcoming government.

Then, the Senior General
gave necessary instructions
onreports of the regional chief
minister for production of
rubber products in the regional
industrial zones.

100
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Tatmadaw’s participation in
the national political role and
its successive activities for
national stability and the rule
oflaw. The histories of the great
national leaders who led the
State should also be studied.
By reading and studying the
history of our country in this way,
one will correctly understand

and realize the performance
of Tatmadaw’s duties.

Also, he stated that during
his tenure in State service, he
increased allowances and risk
pay for Tatmadaw personnel,
members of the Myanmar
Police Force, and members of
the Myanmar Fire Brigade. He
added that necessary meas-
ures are being taken to ensure

the convenience of Tatmadaw
families regarding housing,
food, and clothing. As a leader
of Tatmadaw, he stated that
he constantly considers how
to promote the organization
and the personnel under his
command and has made neces-
sary arrangements. He remar-
ked that as Tatmadaw is res-
ponsible for defending the State

against any potential threats or
dangers, efforts must continue
tobuild a capable and powerful
Tatmadaw. He then inquired
about the needs of the officers
and other ranks.

Afterwards, the Senior Gene-
ral presented foodstuff for offi-
cers, other ranks, and families,
which was accepted by the Co-
mmand Commander. The

wife of the Senior General
presented honorary awards
for the Station Maternal and
Child Welfare Association,
which were accepted by the
Command Commander’s wife.

After the meeting, the Senior
General, his wife, and members
cordially greeted the officers,
other ranks, and families in
attendance. 100
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Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission and
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General

Min Aung Hlaing meets o

Mandalay Station of Central Command

NAY PYI TAW January 25
Chairman of the State Security
and Peace Commission and
Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing met officers,
other ranks and families of Man-
dalay Station at Yan Aung Myin
Hall of the Central Command
Headquarters this morning.
Also present together with the
Senior General and his wife at
the meeting were Commission
Secretary General Ye Win Oo
and his wife, Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) Admiral Htein Win
and his wife, Commander-in-
Chief (Air) General Tun Aung
and his wife, senior military
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief and
their wives, the commander
of Central Command, officials,
and officers, other ranks and
families of Mandalay Station.
Successful conducting of
2025 Multi-party Democratic
General Election
During this meeting, the Se-
nior General noted that Phases-
1 and 2 of the 2025 Multi-party
Democratic General Election
were successfully conducted, and
Phase-3 is currently being held.
Within Mandalay Region, the
ongoing Phase - 3 election was
personally observed, and it was
seen that voters were actively
and enthusiastically casting
theirballots. Among them, many
young people and middle-aged
citizens were participating. It was
alsonoted that in Phases-1 and
2,approximately 55 per cent of
the population cast their votes,
indicating that the election can
be considered successful, and
a high level of public interest
in the election was observed.
In the 2010 general election
for all parties in the country,
the Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Party won. Later,
in the 2015 general election for
all parties, the NLD party won.
Therefore, over consecutive
terms of multi-party democratic
governments, citizens have
gained sufficient experience
in casting their votes. In the
2020 general election, however,
widespread electoral fraud occ-
urred, which required us to
carry out the responsibilities of

the State in accordance with the
2008 Constitution. In line with
the principle that people keep
their promises and leaders act
with integrity, we implemented
a five-step process to ensure
that a truly orderly, free, and
fair election could be conducted.
The Myanmar Electronic Vot-
ing Machine (MEVM) was em-
ployed to prevent any occurre-
nces of electoral fraud. The goal
was to ensure an election free
from fraud and honourable,
producing outcomes that genui-
nely reflect the will of the voters.

Individuals who have reached
the age of 18 are eligible to vote
under the Constitution. As the
State Government, arrange-
ments have been made to ensure
that all eligible voters can cast
their ballots, and whether to
vote or not remains the voters’
own right. In some countries,
voter turnout is low during
elections. In the election we are
conducting, however, more than
half of eligible voters cast their
ballots, which indicates that
the election can be considered
successful.

After the election, we will tran-
sfer the responsibilities of the
State to the winning government.
As our government, we have
worked to ensure that the coun-
try can continue firmly along the
path of multi-party democracy.
We successfully conducted the
2025 general election for all
parties, and election observation
teams from the international
community also visited to study
the process, providing many
positive remarks. The election
we conducted was a successful
one, and we express our sincere
recognition and gratitude to
all those who participated in
ensuring its success.

When carrying out matters
of national cause and politics,
it is necessary to work with
strength, determination, and
effort. As a country, we have
granted parties the right to
organize in accordance with
established rules and regulations
so that elections can be held.
In the elections, just as there
are major parties competing
nationwide, there are also par-
ties competing at the regional
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets officers, other ranks and families at Mandalay Station.

level.
The role of Tatmadaw

Tatmadaw is the most stable
institution in the country and
has existed continuously from
the time independence was
achieved up to the present.
Regardless of how political
parties or organizations have
changed in the country, Tatma-
daw continues to faithfully
carry out its responsibilities for
national defence and security.
The primary duty of Tatmadaw
is to safeguard the country from
external threats and maintain
internal security. However, since
independence, due to the em-
ergence of armed conflicts,
Tatmadaw has continuously
conducted counter-insurgency
operations over the years. While
maintaining internal security
is primarily the responsibility
of the Myanmar Police Force,
Tatmadaw participates in these
operations as needed and con-
tinues to assist in strengthen-
ing the capabilities of the Myan-
mar Police Force.

To protect the country from
external threats, Tatmadaw
must continuously enhance its
capabilities and capacities. As
Tatmadaw members, they must
maintain physical and mental
health to carry out the duties
entrusted to them effectively.
Tatmadaw must be a capable
force with combat skills and
combat power. To achieve this
level of capability, soldiers must
be fully trained. Each Tatmadaw
member must be healthy and
strong, possess fighting skills,

have police competence, and be
proficient in military strategies
and weapons. Preparations
must also be made in advance
at both the individual and unit
levels to ensure readiness for
combat operations.

When serving their duties,
they have to combine luck, in-
telligence, and effort in order
to perform responsibilities eff-
ectively. If good work is done,
good results will be experienced;
if bad work is done, negative
consequences will follow. Mili-
tary skills taught to soldiers
must be applied wisely and pro-
ficiently. Each Tatmadaw mem-
ber must carry out their duties
diligently and with excellence;
by doing so, individual capabi-
lities will improve, and the res-
ponsibilities of national defence
can be fulfilled effectively. To
maintain a capable and strong
Tatmadaw, the armed forces
continuously provide Tatmadaw
members with military equip-
ment and supplies that evolve
daily in line with modern techno-
logy. To ensure a capable military,
individual soldiers and units must
maintain physical fitness, combat
readiness, policing skills, and
proficiency in military strategies
and weapons, with continuous
training. Similarly, military
techniques and strategies, which
evolve daily, must be applied
appropriately to match current
times. If a capable and strong
Tatmadaw is built, no one will
be able to undermine the nation.
Therefore, efforts to maintain
and continuously strengthen a

capable and powerful Tatmadaw
must always continue.

He stated that, at present,
female service members in Tat-
madaw are serving alongside
men in fulfilling national defence
and security duties. According
to the 2024 population and hou-
sing census data, the female
population in our country is
found to be larger. Therefore,
the labor force of women in the
State is substantial. Dependents
of Tatmadaw families should
live and work together in unity,
fostering a spirit of brothers and
Sis. If the strength of soldiers
and female service members
is combined, it will be seen
that the State's defence force
is greatly strengthened and
fortified, and it is necessary to
value and work with the power
of collective unity.

Then, he stated that officers
and soldiers must also study
science and technology, which
are advancing in line with the
times. To gain general know-
ledge, broaden perspectives,
and improve individual socio-
economiclives, it is necessary to
engage in reading and studying
literature. Through reading and
study, individual capabilities can
be enhanced, and efforts must
be made toimprove the prowess
of the entire Tatmadaw through
these individual capabilities.
Similarly, it is necessary to read
literature to correctly perceive,
view, and analyze the historical
background of the State. One
must also study the history of

See Page-19e@
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and
SSPC Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and wife

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla visit and inquire about the health of the presiding
Nayaka of Maha Wizitayon Monastery in Mandalay and prov1de
necessary assistance i =

NAY PYI TAW January 25
Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar
and Chairman of the State
Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
and his wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla,
accompanied by Commission
Secretary General Ye Win Oo
and his wife, and senior military
officers from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief, visited
the Maha Wizitayon Monastery
in Mandalay this afternoon to
pay their respects to the State
Ovadacariya presiding Nayaka
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Abhidhaja Agga Maha Sadd-
hammaJotika Agga Maha Pan-
dita Bhaddanta Vicarinda Bhi-

vamsa, whois 98-year-old,Vasa 78.

First, the Senior General and
wife, and party paid their res-
pects to the Sayadaw, inquired
about his health and the pro-
gress and spread of the religion,
and provided necessary assis-
tance.

Afterwards, the Senior Gene-
ral and wife presented the
Sayadaw with charitable items,
medicines, nutritious food, and
money from the Navakamma
charity, and instructed those
responsible to constantly meet
the Sayadaw's health needs. 100

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
asks after the health of
Sayadaw Vicarinda Bhivamsa.

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of
State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
glves mstructlons on urban development and pleasantness in Mandalay

1y

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing gives necessary guidance on development of Mandalay in accord with the features of a city and its beautification.

NAY PYI TAW January 25

Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of the State Security
and Peace Commission, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing met
with ministers of the Mandalay
Region Government and offi-
cials from the City Development
Committee and gave necessary
instructions on urban develop-
ment, cleanliness and pleasan-
tness this afternoon.

Also present were Secretary

of the Commission General
Ye Win Oo, Chief Minister of
Mandalay Region U Myo Aung,
senior military officers from the
Office of Commander-in-Chief,
responsible officers from the
Mandalay City Development
Committee.

In delivering an address at
the meeting, the Senior General
said he inspected the Phase-3
of the multi-party democracy
2025 and it was found that public
voters, including youths and

middle-aged people, had cast
their votes tumultuously. It was
aninteresting and good symbol
to see that youths were interes-
ted in the election. In doing so,
it was found that roads, streets
and urban areas were clean and
pleasant and he gladly appre-
ciated the responsibility and
abidance of discipline of the
residents. As the Phase-1,
and Phase-2 and Phase-3 of
the election were successfully
held, there would be a new

government at the end of March.
During the time before the new
government was formed, tasks
for pleasantness and develop-
ment of Mandalay must be car-
ried out without losing momen-
tum. Itis necessary to carry out
post-earth rehabilitation tasks.
Everybody was urged to con-
tinue to prioritize possible tasks
for the pleasantness of the city
during the two months transition
period. It was important to carry
out tasks to redraw centre lines

of roads and road direction sign
boards, which could be comple-
ted within a short time. It was
necessary to clear sand, earth
and rubbish that had covered
traffic islands and pavements.
In carrying out tasks for cleanli-
ness and maintenance of roads,
it was necessary to wash them
before drawing lines on them.
Maintenance of pavements and
proper drainage mustbe carried
out.

See Page - 19»»
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Multi-Party Democratlc General Election Phase 3) held in 61 townshlps

NAY PYI TAW January 25

The Multi-Party Democratic
General Election Phase (3) of
the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar was held today, Jan-
uary 25, 2026, starting from 6:00
am, at designated polling sta-
tions in a total of 61 townships
across various regions and
states.

In building a developed nation
for Myanmar’s future, the Multi-
Party Democratic General Elec-
tion is of paramount importa-

Voter citizens arriving to cast their ballots at polhng statlons in Ward No. 3),
Hlaingthaya (East) Township, Yangon Region.

nce. Phase (1) ofthe election was
successfully held on December
28, 2025, in 102 townships, and
Phase (2) was successfully con-
ducted on January 11, 2026, in
100 townships, under the lea-
dership of the Government and
with the active participation of
the public. Today, Phase (3) of
the election continues. Phase
(3) was held in the following
areas: in Kachin State—Bhamo,
Hpakant, and Shwegu town-
ships; in Kayin State—Kawkareik
and Kyarinseikgyi townships;
in Sagaing Region—Kani and
Salingyi townships; in Taninthayi
Region—Launglon, Thayetch-
aung, and Palaw townships;
in Bago Region—KyaukKkyi,
Kyauktaga, Phyu, Oktwin,
Theikgon, Waw, Gyobingauk,
and Okpho townships; in Manda-
lay Region—Myittha, Chan-
myathazi, Mahlaing, Taungtha,
Myingyan, Nganzun, Thabei-
kkyin, and Patheingyi townships;
in'Yangon Region—Dagon, Lan-
madaw, Seikgyi/Khanaungto,
Dala, Dagon Myothit (Seikkan),
Dagon Myothit (East), Mingala
Taungnyunt, Thaketa, North
Okkalapa, Tamwe, Yankin,
Kyauktan, Kayan, Thongwa,
Sanchaung, Hlaingthaya (West),
and Hlaingthaya (East) town-
ships; in Shan State—Matman,
Pinlaung, Nyaungshwe, Phekon,
Mongnai, Kyethi, Mongshu,
Hsipaw, and Kyaukme town-
ships; and in Ayeyawady Re-

Voter citizens at Polling Station No. (1) in Kyaukphyar Village, Thabeikkyin

Local ethnic citizens casting their votes at Polling Station No. (42) in Hpakant

Township, Kachin State.

R

Systematic ballot casting taking place at Polling Station No. (3) in Shanwa
Village Tract, Dedaye Township, Ayeyawady Region.

Township, Mandalay Region, during the 2025 Multi-Party Democracy General

Election.

gion—Yegyi, Ngapudaw, De-
daye, Nyaungdon, Danubyu, In-
gapu, Mawlamyinegyun, Zalun,
and Laymyethna townships. At
designated polling stations in
these townships, local ethnic
residents cast their votes using
the Myanmar Electronic Voting
Machine (MEVM).

In addition to local ethnic resi-
dents voting systematically at
their respective polling stations,
Tatmadaw officers, soldiers,
and their families from regional
military commands within the
relevant states and regions also
went to the respective polling
stations to cast their votes in
an orderly manner.

Toensure that voters could cast
their ballots freely, peacefully,
and conveniently, necessary
vehicles, medical teams for

healthcare support, and security
arrangements were prepared
in advance at polling stations.
Chief Ministers and responsible
officials of the respective regions
and states conducted inspections
and coordinated as needed.
After voting concluded, poll-
ing station officers and mem-
bers, in the presence of repre-
sentatives from political parties
and international election obs-
ervers, retrieved results from
the voting machines (Control
Units) and carried out systematic
counting, including the proper
counting of advance votes.
Regarding the conduct of
the Multi-Party Democratic
General Election, voices and
opinions from voters who came
to cast their ballots at various
polling stations were also heard

to make requests concerning
education. I hope education
will be further developed and
improved even more than it
is now.”

“In the past, when voting, we
had to press stamp seals. Now,
itis much easier with the use of
amachine. If anew government
comes into power, I hope that
everything—economic and social
matters in every aspect—will
be arranged so that the people
can live comfortably.”

During today’s Multi-Party
Democratlc General Electlon

At Polling Statlon No. (2) in Ward No. (1), Moehne Townshlp, part of the area
under the command of the Eastern Central Command (Southern Shan State),
local citizens are peacefully casting their votes during the 2025 General

Election, Part (3).

as follows:

“I hope that the single vote
I cast will bring about change
in everything. I want improve-
ments in the economy, educa-
tion, and social affairs—starting

from politics and all the rest. I
want peace for everyone, for
all ethnic groups. There are
many things I would like to ask
of the government, especially
regarding peace. I also want

the free exercise of voting rights
by the public was observed
',:I‘ss:o-:r!.uf

and covered by domestic and
international news media.
Diplomats, chargé d’affaires,
and responsible officials from
international embassies based
in Myanmar, as well as interna-
tional election observers who
came to monitor the election,
also observed the voting process
and gathered information. 100
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Multi-modal Transportation Services
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