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Everybody, Mingalabar!

First and foremost, I extended
my greetings with best wishes
for all distinguished guests tobe
physical and mental well-being
with auspiciousnessinattending
the ceremony to mark today’s
Myanmar Women’s Day 2024.

In accord with the population
and household census 2014,
there are 29.4 million out of 56.2
million estimated population of
Myanmar on 1 October 2023,
amounting to more than a
half of total population of the
nation. As Myanmaris home to
more than 100 national races,
diverse traditions and customs,
languages, costumes, histories,
geographical conditions can
be seen nationwide. However,
all national races including
women are living together in
unity and harmony through
thick and thin.

In Myanmar history, women
have been participating in the
independence struggle, the
history of national cause, and
political activities keeping abr-
east with men with sacrifices. It
can be seen that the capabilities
of massive ethnic women par-
ticipate in overall development
tasks of the Union. Moreover,
everybody knows that the role
of women is of great importance
in serving State security and
defence duties and other vari-
ous sectors with physical and
mental capacities.

Today’s Myanmar Women's
Day which falls on 3 July 2024
is the most significant for all
women residing in all parts ofthe
nation. As it is a day honouring
the outstanding women from
all sectors, I heartily honour all
women and express my wish
for all women to be pleasant

and joyful.

3 July 2024)

Senior|General'Min Aung:}ﬂamgddresses MyanmargWomen'siDay;ceremony:

The Beijing Declaration stated
by the Fourth World Conference
on Women held in Beijing of
the People’s Republic of China
in 1995 consisted of a point to
form the women’s committees
in all countries so as to develop
women from various workplaces.
In Myanmar, the Myanmar
National Women’s Committee
was formed on 3 July 1996 with
the aim of developing all women
and enhancing their capacity
in order to emphasize women’s
affairs. As part of honouring the
dignified and capable Myanmar
women, the ceremony tomark
the Myanmar Women’s Day has
been marked on 3 July yearly.

The Myanmar’s education sys-
tem comprises pre-primary edu-
cation, basic education, technical
and vocational education and
higher education, implementing
the multiple education systemin
order to enhance the education
sector: The policy is being imple-
mented for learning of all school-
age children and completion of

all students in KG+9 scheme.
Moreover, parents, teachers and
administrative officials are join-
ing hands in mitigating unti-
mely dropout of students, not
reduction of changing learning
grades and learning of vocatio-
nal courses and high school edu-
cation without gender diserimi-
nation.

According to the interim pop-
ulation 2019, Myanmar has
46.463 million population under
five years old, and there are 6.5
percent of men and 9.4 percent
women had not totally attended
the schools across the nation. In
conducting a survey on school
education of population above
25, 42.3 percent of men and 51
percent of women completed
primary education, 25.2 per-
cent of men and 18.8 percent
of women the middle school
education, 15.2 percent of men
and 11.7 percent of women the
high school education as well
as 9.7 percent of men and 12.9
percent of women university

An opening speech delivered by Chairman of the State
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at the ceremony
to mark the Myanmar Women’s Day

graduate. It shows a situation
with high dropout rate and de-
cline of educated persons along
the chain of education sector.
Hence, emphasisis being placed
on enhancement of education
sector. So, Iwould like to urge
all to more emphasize education
sector of women.

In reviewing the education
sector, 50.76 percent of women
are attending the basic educa-
tion sector, 63.6 percent in hig-
her education sector; 47.19 per-
cent in science and technology,
70.44 percent in the medical
related education. In 2023-24
academic year, 64.31 percent of
girls passed the matriculation
examination. With regard to
teaching sector, 83.69 percent
of women are serving duties
at basic education sector, 87.89
percent in the higher education
sector, 86.23 percent in the
science and technology sector
and 80.39 percent in the medi-
cal related education, showing
the larger participation of wo-

men in these sectors.

To narrow the gap in the
education, health, social and
economic sectors inrespective
regions, it is necessary to have
alarge number of intellectuals
who are instilled with skills and
knowledge. Only when formal
education has been acquired,
will it be easy for one to acquire
knowledge and skill and youths
must be taught and trained to
acquire knowledge and skills to
enable them to stand on their
own feet. As women, who are
mothers and female teachers,
play a very important role in
nurturing such youths and
human resources with high
standards of education and
five strengths, you are urged
to exert efforts with emphasis
on it.

According to the Myanmar
Statistical Yearbook - 2023 and
reports on statistical estimates
of labour force (2020-2023), it
was found that the age group
between the ages of 25 and 29
made up the largest chunk o:]
the labour force. In terms o
employment percentage in
respective economic sectors|
in 2023, male employment rate
stood at 49.78 percent in the
agriculture sector, 19.36 percent
in the industrial sector and
30.86 percent in the services
sector while that of women was
reported at 42.07 percent in the
agriculture sector, 16.81 percent
in the industrial sectorand 41.12
percent in the services sector.
You are urged to make efforts
to increase the participation of}
women in respective sectors.

Myanmar is giving priority to
reducing global maternal mor-
tality, a reproductive health goal
of the sustainable development

See Page-1918m
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goals. It is very important to
enable women to enjoy healthy,
happy and safe motherhood
during pregnancy, childbirth
and postnatal period. To make
healthcare accessible for women
in remote and inaccessible
areas, measures must be taken
to nurture new midwives, con-
ducting refresher courses to
boost their capabilities and pub-
lishing and distributing health
awareness-raising journals.
Itcanbeseen that socialnorms
and customs that hinderwomen
rights and gender equality and
cause violence against women
lead to gender inequality. There-
fore, itis necessary to appreciate

women’s empowerment and
to enable them to enjoy their
legitimate rights.

To protect women rights and
women from violence in line
with the law, measures are
being implemented to take
effective action, in accordance
with existing laws, against those
who commit violence against
women.

Under areport on global wo-
men’s empowerment and gen-
der equality jointly published by
the UN Women and the UNDP,
indices above 0.8 were the high-
est and those above 0.6 were
moderate. The indices of wo-
men’s empowerment and gen-
der equality for Myanmar stood

at0.518 and 0.598 respectively
and were below the moderate
indices. As the human develop-
ment index stood between 0.550
and 0.699, it was found that they
were at the moderate level.
Therefore, continued efforts
must be made to increase
women’s empowerment and
gender equality indices.

Like other countries, the In-
ternational Women'’s Day was
held on 8 March, 2024 under
the theme “Invest in women:
Accelerate progress.” The
theme urged countries to make
all-round investment including
funds for sustainable develop-
ment of women and girls.

Relevant ministries and go-

vernment organization and
partner NGOs are urged to
make concerted efforts under
the guidance of the Myanmar
National Committee on Women
toimplement the 12 areas of the
Myanmar National Strategic
Plan for Advancement of Wo-
men (2023-2032) adopted in
accordance with commitments
and recommendations in CED-
AW and the Beijing Platform for
Action under the guidance of
the Myanmar National Commi-
ttee on Women.

Moreover, you are urged to
make continued efforts to meet
the goal of the process relating
to gender equality and empower-
ment of women and girls, sus-

tainable development goal (5)
adopted by the UN, and ASEAN
regional commitments.

As the attributes of Myanmar
women such as economy; health
and education have been evid-
ent in successive eras, it is,
therefore, necessary to preserve
them. In conclusion, I would like
to urge all to make continued
efforts for development of sectors
relating to women to enable
them to earnestly participate
in building the union based on
democracy and federal system
by keeping abreast of men and
for development of individuals
to families, wards and villages
and the country.

Thank you.

NAY PYI TAW July 3

Short-range rockets fired by terrorist insuryg~=t= o+ T achin
kill and wound local people

Six locals including three
children of ages between 12 and
14 years were Kkilled by short-
range rockets when the shells
fired by terrorist insurgents
landed and exploded in ward
1, area 3, Lashio, Shan State
(North).

Terrorist insurgents fired
short-range rocketsinto Lashioat
about 6.45 am today from aplace
about 4,000 metres northeast of
the town. The shells launched by
terrorist insurgents hit a house
on Thaya Street, ward 1,area 3
and killed three children from
ages 12 years to 14 years, one
man and two women, totaling
six. Security forces and social
welfare associations rushed
them to the Lashio People’s
Hospital where they were

pronounced dead.

At about 3pm, a short-range
rocket firedby terroristinsurgents
landed on a house on Nila street,
ward 10, Lashio, but it failed
to explode. Security forces
defused and cleared the shell
for public safety.

Atabout4.30 pm today, terrorist
insurgents fired more short-
range rockets at Lashio, and
four men and three women
were wounded when one of the
projectiles fellinto the compound
of Panoak monastery, ward 5,
area 1. Another short-range
rocket hit a house in ward 4,
area 3, and one man was killed
and one woman and one child
were wounded. Security forces
and social welfare associations
rushed them to Lashio People’s

Hospital for medical treatment.
Terrorist insurgents are
committing disgusting acts of
killing local people who were
enjoying a peaceful life or
destroying towns and villages by
attacking non-military targets.
In fact, they are committing war
crimes. In order to crush the
terrorist insurgents, security
forces are beefing up their
counterterrorism operations
in cooperation with the people.
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The map illustrates
the short-range rocket
attack launched by terrorist

insurgents.
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Seintalone mango from Monywa flow into the
domestic market

Seintalone mango is in
season at present, and the do-
mestic market saw abundant
supply from Monywa Town-
ship.

Shwebo, Budalin and Kani
townships have been supplying
the Seintalone mango to the
Monywa’s market since early
May, fetching a good price at
the beginning of the season.
They are delivered to Yangon,
Mandalay and PyinOoLwin
areas from Monywa’s market.

Myanmar primarily grows

mango in Bago, Sagaing, Man-
dalay, Kyaukse, Sintgaing areas
and Shan State. Additionally,
Shwehintha, Myakyauk, Pad-
amyar Ngamauk, Yinkwe, Sein-
cho and Machitsu varieties are
also found in the country.
Shwebo, Kanbalu and Bu-
dalin townships are the main
producing areas of Seintalone.
Of about 200 mango varie-
ties that originated in Myanmar;
Seintalone, Shwehintha, Pada-
myar Ngamauk, Yinkwe, and
Machitsu varieties are prima-

rily grown. The foreign market
prefers Seintalone varieties.
Ayeyawady Region belongs
to the largest mango planta-
tion area, with about 46,000
acres. Bago Region is the
second largest producer, with
43,000 acres, and Mandalay has
29,000 acres of mango. There
are over 24,000 acres in Kayin
State, over 20,400 acres in Shan
State and over 20,000 acres in
Sagaing Region, according to
the association.
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AGRICULTURE

More than 6,000 acres of chickpea
harvested in Kawlin District

According to the statistics
of Kawlin District Agriculture
Department, a total of 6,927
acres of chickpea has been
harvested in Kawlin District of
Sagaing Region.

Kawlin Township harvested
6,902 acres of chickpea and
Wuntho Township, 25 acres,
totalling 6,927 acres in 2023-2024
financial year.

In 2023-2024 financial year,
Kawlin District earmarked cul-
tivation of 6,980 acres of chick-

pea and local farmers cultiva-
ted 6,927 acres of chickpea in
2023.

Local farmers chose quality
strains of chickpea with high
yield. They cost more than
Ks-300,000 per acre in cultiva-
tion. Relevant Agriculture De-
partments help local farmers
choose quality strains of crops,
inputs, post-harvest techno-
logy and agricultural techni-
ques.
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National Human Rights Com-
mission, the wife of the Chair-
man of the Tax Appeal Tribunal,
chairpersons and officials from
women’s associations and orga-
nizations, departmental heads,
award recipients from various
sectors, specially invited guests,
and other responsible persons.

Initially, Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing delivered the
opening speech via video mes-
sage.

(The opening speech by Se-
nior General Min Aung Hlaing
is separately presented.)

Afterthat, Dr. Soe Win, Chair-
person of the Myanmar Natio-
nal Committee for Women's Aff-
airs Union Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief, and Resettle-
ment, explained the initiatives

for women's development, the
promotion of women's rights,
and measures to prevent and
respond to violence against
women.

Following this, a video clip
showcasing the 12 areas of
the National Strategic Plan for
Women's Development (2023-
2032) was presented.

Subsequently, the outstand-
ing women awards for 2023 in
various sectors were presented.
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, Honorary
Patron of the Myanmar Wo-
men's Affairs Federation, aw-
arded honorary medals, cer-
tificates of honor, and cash
awards to Second Lieutenant
Daw Yu Yu Naing, the best cadet
from the Office of the Comman-
der-in-Chief (Army); Lieutenant
Daw Phu Maw Than, the best
student from the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief (Navy);

and Captain Daw Wah Wah Maw,
who received the commenda-
tion award from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief (Air).

Following this, Daw Khin Thet
Htay, an Honorary Patron, pre-
sented honorary medals, certi-
ficates of honor, and cash awa-
rds to Lieutenant Police Major
Moe Moe Htun, who received the
Outstanding Female Police Offi-
cer Award, and to Ma Lawlar Win,
who received the Outstanding
Disabled Female Athlete Award.
Daw Than Than Nwe, another
Honorary Patron, presented
honorary medals, certificates
of honor, and cash prizes to
Ma Hnin Kyel Sin Htun, who
achieved the highest score in
the Science combination in
the nationwide matriculation
examination for the 2023-2024
academic year, and Ma Aye
Chan Pyae Mon, who achieved

the highest score in the Art-
Science combination.

The wife of the Secretary of
the SAC presented honorary
medals, certificates of honor,
and cash prizes to the first and
second prize winners in the high
school level essay competition
held in commemoration of the
2024 Myanmar Women's Day.
The wife of the SAC Joint Secre-
tary presented honorary med-
als, certificates of honor, and
cashprizes to the third prize win-
ner in the high school level essay
competition and the Outstanding
Female Entrepreneur Award
winners in commemoration of
the 2024 Myanmar Women's Day.

Furthermore, the wives of
SAC members, SAC member
Daw Dwe Bu, and the Chair-
person of the Myanmar National
Committee for Women's Affairs
presented honorary medals,
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certificates of honor, and cash
prizes to the winners of the Out-
standing Female Entrepreneur
Award.

Following this, singers from
Myanmar Radio and Television
under the Ministry of Informa-
tion performed the song "Wo-
men's Committee" in honor of
the 2024 Myanmar Women's Day.
Artists from the Fine Arts De-
partment under the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Culture
also presented the song "Golden
Myanmar, Peaceful and Pros-
perous" and traditional ethnic
dances.

Finally, Daw Kyu Kyu Hla,
along with the attendees, had
group photographs taken and
visited the exhibition of products
displayed in commemoration
of the 2024 Myanmar Women's
Day.
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Chickpea get

ing good

market

As number of merchants and
crushers store a large volume
of beans, chickpea fetches good
prices at Mandalay market,
according to the bean merchants.

Large chickpea fetched Ks-
240,000 per bag in early May,
compared with more than Ks-
250,000 per bag in the second

week of May.

“Chickpea is generally used
for local consumption. But, sown
acreage declines in countryside,
the volume of chickpea s lesser
at the market. So, demand is
high with hiking prices,” said
bean merchant U Htein Lin.

Chickpea is grown from Oct-

ober to November with rainwa-
ter and irrigated water.

Local farmers prefer to use
Yezin-3, 8, 11, 12 and 6 for cul-
tivation. They plant chickpea in
rows. So, it is easy to nurture the
plants with proper ventilation
and easy to prevent pests.
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AGRICULTURE

More than 3,000 acres of summer paddy reaped in Sagaing Township

Atotal of 3,391 acres of summer
paddy has been harvested in
Sagaing Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the stati-
stics of Sagaing Township Agri-
culture Department.

In 2023-2024 summer, local

farmers have completed har-
vesting of 3,391 acres of summer
paddy, yielding 88.51 baskets
per acre.

“We planted 4,197 acres of
summer paddy in Sagaing
Township, 3,391 of which has

AGRICULTURE

been harvested. Our depart-
ment urges local farmers to
prevent pests and keep harves-
ted paddy under shelter in
time,” said U Zaw Oo, Head of
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

The township earmarked
cultivation of 4,350 acres of
summer paddy in 2023-2024
summer but local farmers plan-
ted 4,197 acres against the tar-
get.

Officials from the township

Agriculture Department assi-
sted local farmersin selecting
quality strains of paddy seeds,
making natural fertilizers and
applying modern agricultural
techniques.

SK

Kanbalu Township completes cultivation of maize and
corn in monsoon

The statistics of Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that a total of 5,536 acres
of croplands have been placed
under maize and corn this mon-
soon in kanbalu Township of
Sagaing Region.

The township earmarked
100,005 acres of maize and 750

acres of corn in 2024-2025 mon-
soon. Local farmers started
cultivation of crops in May this
year, and have completed culti-
vation of 5,518 acres of maize
and 18 acres of corn, totalling
5,536.

“This monsoon, the town-
ship earmarked cultivation

of more than 100,000 acres of
maize and corn. So far, more
than 5,000 acres of crops have
been cultivated. We raise awar-
eness of farmers to prevent
pests at crop plantations,” said
U Myo Zaw, Head of Kanbalu
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment.

In 2023-2024 monsoon, the
township planned to grow
137,305 acres of maize and corn
but local farmers planted 89,174
acres of maize and corn.

Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department conduct
training course forlocal farmers
to grow maize and corn, organize

field demonstration and prevent
FAWs.

Local farmers cost Ks-500,000
per acre of maize, yielding more
than 50 baskets per acre and
15,000 pieces of corn per acre,
costing more than Ks-500,000
per acre.

SMK
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister’s wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla

attends 2024 Mvanmar Women’s Dav ceremonv

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla presents a certificate of honour to a winner. s

The 2024 Myanmar Women's
Day ceremony was held this
morning at the Myanmar Inter-
national Convention Center
II (MICC-II) in Nay Pyi Taw.

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, the Honorary
Patron of the Myanmar Wo-

men's Affairs Federation wife
of the Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime
Minister, graced the event with
her presence.

The ceremony was attended
by Daw Khin Thet Htay and

- |

DawKyu Kyu Hla visits a jewelry exhibit.

Daw Than Than Nwe, Honorary
Patrons of the Myanmar Wo-
men's Affairs Federation, the
wife of the SAC Secretary and
the wife of the SAC Joint Secre-
tary, SAC member Daw Dwe Bu,
and wives of SAC members,
Union-level officials, Union

Ministers and their wives, the
Auditor General of the Union,
the wife of the Chairman of the
Union Civil Service Board, the
wife of the Chairman of Nay Pyi
Taw Council, wives of senior
military officers, Union Supre-
me Court judges, members of
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the Constitutional Tribunal,
Deputy Ministers and their
wives, the Deputy Auditor
General, members of the Union
Civil Service Board, members
of the Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion, members of the Myanmar

See Page - 20>

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants

including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.
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