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BOGALE June 17

“Local businesspersons from
fishery industry of Bogale To-
wnship in Ayeyawady Region
sold 65,000 viss of shrimps in
varieties to Yangon Region
market,” said Daw Tin Tin May,
the owner of fisheries industry
in Bogale Township.

From Bogale Township, only
up to 65,000 viss of assorted
prawns were exported and sold
to the Yangon market.

It is reported that seafood
trading businesses in the region
purchase prawns harvested

locally, systematlcally clean and
process them, and then export

W
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Bogale Township supplies 65,000 viss of shrimps in varities to Yangon market

w\ "Q ;E'!\iﬂ

and sell them to the Yangon
market.

A seafood trader from Bogale
Township, Daw Tin Tin May,
said: “Most of the seafood from
Bogale Township is being sold
to the Yangon market. In the
past month alone, up to 65,000
viss of assorted prawns were
sold. Since large quantities of
prawns and other seafood pro-
ducts are being shipped and
sold, those working in the sea-
food trading business are also
getting good employment opp-
ortunities. The local seafood
is mostly transported and sold
using cargo trucks. There haven't

been any major difficulties in

the export process either.”
The price per viss of prawns
exported and sold from Bogale
Township to the Yangon market
is reported to vary based on
freshness as follows: prawn
(Bawgyeik) worth Ks-19,500 to
Ks-24,000, small-sized prawns
Ks-18,000 to Ks-18,500, large-
sized prawns Ks-18,500 to Ks-
23,500 and whole shell-on prawns
Ks-36,500 to Ks-45,000. These
prices fluctuate depending on
the freshness of the products.
SK

Naga region to grow more than 1,000 acres of soya bean this monsoon

NANYUN June 17

According to Sagaing Region
Agriculture Department, more
than 1,000 acres of soya bean
will be planted in Naga Self-
Administered Zone in Sagaing
Region this monsoon.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it has been

reported that a total of 1,258
acres of soya bean cultivation is
planned across townships within
the Naga Self-Administered
Zone as follows: 311 acres in
Leshi Township, 11 acres in
Sommara Town, 349 acres in
Lahe Township, 122 acres in
Thangpakwe Township, 142

acres in Nanyun Township, 252
acres in Donhee Township, and
71 acres in Pansawng Township.

“This year, over 1,000 acres
have been designated for soy-
bean cultivation in the Naga
Self-Administered Zone during
the monsoon crop season. We
will carry out efforts to ensure

the full target area is cultivated.
In addition, educational initia-
tives will be implemented to
prevent pest infestations. Steps
have also been taken to raise
awareness among farmers
and ensure access to quality
seeds,” said Dr Tin Mar Mar
0o, Assistant Director of the

Sagaing Region Department
of Agriculture.

During this year’s monsoon
crop season, collaborative
efforts are underway with far-
mers to supply quality seeds,
necessary inputs, and training
on post-harvest technologies
to enhance both the yield and
quality of legume crops.

SMK

Plan underway to grow more than 1,000 acres of peanut in Monywa
Township this monsoon

MONYWA June 17
Statistics of Monywa Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local authorities
plan to grow more than 1,000
acres of monsoon peanut in
Monywa Township this year.
For the 2025-2026 monsoon
crop season, it has been planned
to cultivate 1,410 acres of pea-
nuts in Monywa Township. Cu-
rrently, preparations are under-
way with fields being plowed
to enable peanut cultivation.

"The plan for this monsoon
season in Monywa Township is
to grow peanuts on over 1,000
acres. Efforts are being made
to begin planting within this
month. Measures will also be
taken to ensure that the planned
acreage is fully cultivated. As
an oil crop, peanuts are in a
favorable position and their
cultivation has been increasing
year by year," said U Soe Thet
Aung, Head of the Monywa Town-
ship Department of Agriculture.

In Monywa Township, one
and a half baskets of peanut
seeds are needed per acre. The
cost per acre for peanut culti-
vation — including seed costs,
labor wages, fertilizers, and
pesticides —is over Ks-200,000,
and each acre yields more than
50 baskets of peanuts.

This year, in order to ensure
successful peanut cultivation in
Monywa Township, to prevent
pest infestations, and to keep
the fields weed-free, staff from

the Townshlp Department
of Agriculture will conduct
field inspections and record

observations, it has been repor-
ted.
SK

Arrangement to grow more than 1,000 acres of
lablab bean in Budalin Township this monsoon

BUDALIN June 17

Efforts are being made to
grow more than 1,000 acres of
lablab beans in Budalin Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
monsoon, according to the stati-
stics of Budalin Township Agri-

culture Department.

During the 2024-2025 mon-
soon crop season, it is planned
to cultivate 1,320 acres of lablab
bean in Budalin Township. The
planting will begin in June and
continue until September this

year, and preparations are
already underway to ensure
successful cultivation.

U Phyo Wai, Head of the Bu-
dalin Township Agriculture
Department, stated:

"This year, during the mon-

soon cropping season, we plan
to cultivate over 1,000 acres of
lablab bean in Budalin Town-
ship. Efforts will be made to
ensure that the planned acreage
is fully cultivated. To ensure high
yields and good quality of the
beans, we will collaborate with
farmers by providing quality
seeds, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest technologies."
Itis also learned that for far-

mers in Budalin Township gro-
wing lablab beans, the Township
Agriculture Department will
conduct educational programs
to support expansion of culti-
vated acreage, improvement
of yield rates, adoption of GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
methods, cultivation of quality
and pure seeds, and use of
high-yield varieties.

SMK



»
(056 1 18-6-2025

Authorities
earmark
cultivation
of more than
900 acres of

lablab bean in
Pwintbyu Tsp

PWINTBYU June 17

A plan is underway to grow
981 acres of lablab bean in
Pwintbyu Township of Magway
Region this monsoon, accor-
ding to Pwintbyu Township
Agriculture Department.

In Pwintbyu Township, it is
planned to cultivate 981 acres of
lablab beans during this year’s
monsoon crop season. Planting
will take place from June through
September. At present, land
preparation activities such as
plowing and field preparation
are underway to ensure timely
sowing of the crops.

“This year, we have a plan to
grow 981 acres of lablab beans
in Pwintbyu Township during
the monsoon season. At the mo-
ment, field preparation works
are being carried out to ensure
timely planting. We will super-
vise efforts to meet the targe-
ted acreage,” said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of Agri-
culture.

Itis also learned that the De-
partment of Agriculture will
support local farmers in Pwint-
byu Township who are grow-
ing lablab beans this monsoon
season by expanding the culti-
vated area, improving yields,
promoting cultivation using GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices),
and encouraging the use of
high-yielding and regionally
suitable quality seeds. Efforts
will also be made to control pests
and diseases, and ensure the
adoption of appropriate post-
harvest technologies through
agricultural awareness and
education programmes.

Iflablab beans can be cultiva-
ted to achieve high yields, not
only will domestic consump-
tion be sufficiently met, but the
surplus can also be exported,
generating income and contri-
buting to the socioeconomic
development of the community.

Therefore, Daw Moe Moe Wai
emphasized that efforts should
be made to expand lablab bean
cultivation in all suitable areas.

SK
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Farmers to plant more than 54 000 acres of monsoon paddy in

Phaungpyin Township

PHAUNGPYIN June 17

According to Mawlaik District Agriculture
Department, local farmers will grow more
than 54,000 acres of monsoon paddy in
Phaungpyin Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon crop sea-
son, it is planned to grow 54,550 acres of
monsoon paddy in Phaungpyin Township.
The planting will begin in June this year
and continue until September.

“This year, during the monsoon crop
season, we have planned to grow more
than 54,000 acres of monsoon paddy in
Phaungpyin Township. We will work to
make sure the target acreage is fully
planted. We will also provide the necessary
techniques and good quality seeds for the
paddy cultivation. To help farmers grow on
time, we will conduct field visits and give
needed support,” said Daw Kywe Kywe
Hlaing, Head of the Mawlaik District Agri-
culture Department.

This year, to ensure smooth and syste-
matic monsoon paddy cultivation, the res-
pective Township Agriculture Depart-
ment will cooperate with local farmers.

In Phaungpyin Township, technical
assistance will be provided to monsoon
paddy farmers. Awareness on pest pre-
vention and crop loss reduction will also
be given. After harvesting, information
will be shared so that farmers can store
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their paddy under proper shelter in time.
The Township Agriculture Department
and staff will also provide on-ground support,
such as promoting the use of quality seeds,
pest control, proper weeding, removing
mixed varieties, and using fertilizers
correctly, so that the monsoon paddy fields
in Phaungpyin this year can be successful

with good yield.
SMK

ChaungU Township to cultivate more than 1,300 acres of maize and
sweet corns this monsoon

CHAUNGU June 17

Local authorities earmarked more than
1,300 acres of maize and sweet corns in
ChaungU Township of Sagaing Region this
monsoon, according to statistics of ChaungU
Township Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 monsoon cropp-
ing season, ChaungU Township has planned
to cultivate a total of 1,350 acres, including
50 acres of maize and 1,300 acres of sweet
corn. It is reported that cultivation will
begin in June and continue until December
of this year.

"The township plans to grow over 1,300

acres of maize and sweet corn during this
year's monsoon cropping season. We will
work to ensure the full target acreage
is cultivated. To support the successful
growth of these corn crops, we will provide
educational awareness programs and
implement pest and disease prevention
measures," said U Tint Swe, Head of the
ChaungU Township Department of Agri-
culture.

This year, the Department of Agriculture
in ChaungU Township will conduct training
for farmers growing maize and sweet corn.
They will also organize demonstration

field activities and provide pest prevention
support for pests like the fall armyworm.
Integrated pest management systems
will be promoted, including the use of
neem-based pesticides, ginger, and chili-
based pest control methods, along with
agricultural best practices.

In terms of yields and costs, one acre
of maize is expected to produce over 50
baskets, with an estimated cultivation
cost of Ks-500,000 per acre. For sweet
corn, approximately 15,000 ears of corn
are expected per acre, with a cultivation
cost of over Ks-500,000 per acre. SK

Local farmers to grow more than 24,000 acres of vegetables
in Sagalng Townshlp this monsoon

SAGAING J une 17
Statistics of Sagaing Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers will
grow more than 24,000 acres of
vegetables in Sagaing Township
of Sagaing Region this monsoon.
For the 2025-2026 monsoon
cropping season, it has been

ot i dl rlf
planned to cultlvate 24,330 acres
of vegetables in Sagaing Town-
ship. This cultivation will begin
in the third week of May this
year.

“This year, during the mon-
soon cropping season, over
24,000 acres of vegetables are
planned to be cultivated in

Sagaing Township. Efforts will
be made to meet this targeted
acreage. The crops include
roselle, chilli, aromatic herbs,
potatoes, okra, cabbage, spicy,
and eggplant. All these vege-
tables will be cultivated using
the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system, and far-
mers will be provided with the
necessary technical support.
Farmers will also receive gui-
dance to minimize chemical resi-
dues in their produce and grow
crops in a way that ensures
they are healthy and safe,” said
U Myo Thant Aung, Head of the
Sagaing Township Agriculture
Department.

This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department will pro-

vide training to vegetable far-
mers on how to use the GAP
system. Technical assistance
will also be given to ensure
that vegetables produced from
the farms are health-friendly.
Additionally, support will be
provided to help farmers expand
their vegetable cultivation.

In Sagaing Township, various
kinds of vegetables are culti-
vated seasonally every year.
These crops have proven to be
successful and have generated
income for families. The Agri-
culture Department will con-
tinue to educate farmers on pro-
per cultivation methods, pest
prevention, use of natural fer-
tilizers, natural pesticides, and
repellents. SMK
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Leaders of U.S., Britain ink trade deal at G7 summit

NEWYORK June 17

U.S. President Donald Trump
and British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer on Monday signed a
trade deal at the G7 summit
in Canada.

"We signed it and it's done,"
Trump said. Starmer noted
that the deal would implement
bilateral agreements on auto

tariffs and aerospace.

The White House issued an
executive order on Monday to
implement the general terms
of the trade deal announced on
May 8.

The United States will esta-
blish an annual tariff-rate quota
0£100,000 automobiles, allowing
a 10 percent tariff for imports

within the quota, according
to the order. Meanwhile, im-
ports of automobiles in excess
of the tariff-rate quota shall
remain subject to the 25 per-
cent tariff imposed by the pro-
clamation on adjusting imports
of automobiles and parts on
March 26.

U.S. imports of Britain-made

automotive parts for use in
British automobiles would be
subject to a 10 percent tariff
rather than the 25 percent
tariffs imposed by the above-
mentioned proclamation.
Moreover, the United States
decided to exempt British civil
aircraft from the application
of steel and aluminum procla-

mations issued on March 8 and
an executive order released
on April 2.

Trump directed U.S. secretary
of commerce to design and
establish a tariff-rate quota for
aluminum and steel articles
and derivative articles made
in Britain in the future.

Xinhua

Syrian,
German
officials
discuss
Israel-Iran
escalation,
bilateral
cooperation

DAMASCUS June 17

Syria's Foreign Affairs Chief
Asaad Hassan al-Shibani and
German Foreign Minister Johann
Wadephul held a phone call on
Tuesday to discuss the recent
Israeli military escalation in
southern Syria and ways to
strengthen bilateral ties.

In a statement issued by
Syria's interim foreign affairs
authority, the two officials re-
viewed the latest Israeli opera-
tions, which have caused civilian
casualties and damaged homes
and infrastructure in towns
across southern Syria.

Al-Shibani condemned the
attacks as violations of interna-
tional law and called for interna-
tional action to stop what he
described as Israeli "aggres-
sion." Wadephul voiced concern
over the rising tensions and
underscored the need for diplo-
matic efforts to prevent further
instability, according to the
Syrian statement.

Al-Shibani also reiterated
Syria's desire to expand diplo-
matic relations with Germany
across various sectors as part of
what he described as balanced
and constructive international
engagement.

Wadephul, for his part, expre-
ssed his intention to visit Dama-
scus in the near future, the state-
ment added. Xinhua

World on the brink of new arms race - report

MOSCOW June 17

The world risks plunging into
a “new dangerous arms race”
as most nuclear powers seek
to modernize and expand their
arsenals, the Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research Insti-
tute (SIPRD has warned in its
annual review.

The pace of disarmament is

slowing as nuclear-armed states
launch “intensive” arsenal mo-
dernization programs, the rese-
arch center said in a paper
published on Monday.

Russia and the US, which
together possess around 90
percent of all nuclear weapons
in the world, are set to see the
last remaining bilateral nuclear

arms control treaty — the New
START - expire in February
2026, SIPRI noted. The agree-
ment limits the number of sim-
ultaneously deployed strategic
nuclear warheads.

Moscow suspended its parti-
cipation in the treaty in 2023,
citing the impracticality of the
inspection regime due to deep
Western involvement in the
Ukraine conflict. However, it
maintained that it remained
open to dialogue on the issue
if the arsenals of Washington’s
NATO allies were also consi-
dered.

Washington, meanwhile, insi-
sts onincluding China in any new
agreement. According to SIPRI,
China possesses the fastest-
growing nuclear arsenal in the
world and could rival “either

Russia or the USA” in its number
of intercontinental ballistic
missiles by the end of the decade.

The UK and France are also
modernizing their nuclear for-
ces, focusing on nuclear-pow-
ered ballistic missile subma-
rines, the report said. Paris
additionally aims to develop a
new ballistic missile warhead.

“The era of reductions in the
number of nuclear weapons
in the world, which had lasted
since the end of the Cold War,
is coming to an end,” said Hans
M. Kristensen, Associate Senior
Fellow with SIPRI’s Weapons
of Mass Destruction Program.
“We see a clear trend of growing
nuclear arsenals, sharpened
nuclear rhetoric, and the aban-
donment of arms control agree-
ments.” RT

Death toll of central Nigeria attack rises to over 151

ABUJA June 17

The death toll of a weekend attack by
suspected herders who swooped on a
community in Nigeria's central state of
Benue has risen to over 151, with dozens
of others injured, a senior official said.

Hyacinth Alia, governor of Benue, told
local media late Monday that the incident,
which he described as "insane carnage,"
had left sorrow and shock in the state. The
attack occurred in Yelwata, a town in the
Guma local government area, between late
Friday and the early hours of Saturday.

According to Alia, at least 127 bodies

had been buried, two were in the morgue,
18 bodies were yet to be buried, and four
had just been recovered from the bush
on Monday, while the casualty figure
might increase as the search for victims
continues.

Benue State, located in Nigeria's central
region between the Muslim-dominated
north and the Christian-majority south,
has witnessed repeated attacks in recent
years. Yelwata, where the incident occu-
rred, is a border community in the central
region located about 40-km from Makurdi,
the capital of Benue.

According to a statement by the National
Emergency Management Agency on
Monday, at least 1,069 households were
affected by the recent violence in the state.
A total of 6,527 people have been displaced,
including 82 pregnant women, 252 lactating
mothers, and 657 children under 18.

The rescue agency identified over 3,000
displaced people, including children and
women, needing urgent humanitarian
assistance, such as food, non-food items,
potable water, and essential medical
supplies.

Xinhua

Normalization process of Russia-U.S. ties put on hold: Kremlin

MOSCOW June 17

Russia and the United States
are putting the process of nor-
malizing their relations on hold,
Russian presidential aide Yury
Ushakov said on Tuesday.

"It was originally agreed to
hold the next meeting on the
normalization of relations in
Moscow;, but later the Americans

suggested a break," Ushakov
said at a news briefing.

"Now, obviously, some kind
of agreement will be reached
between the U.S. State Depart-
ment and the Russian Foreign
Ministry on where and when
to hold the next meeting," he
said. "So far, the issue has been
some-what suspended."

Russian Foreign Ministry
Spokeswoman Maria Zakha-
rova said that the planned nego-
tiations between Russia and the
United States aimed at elimi-
nating irritants to normalize
the operations of diplomatic
missions of both countries have
been cancelled by the American
negotiators.

"We hope that the pause they
have taken will not prove exce-
ssively prolonged," she said.

The second round of Russian-
American consultations was
held in Istanbul on April 10.
The first round of consultations
took place on February 27, also
in Istanbul.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

How to Create a Solar Farm Operations and Maintenance Plan

Those who believe that a solar
farm can generate continuous
power without the need of main-
tenance could be heading to-
wards a cold winter. Having a
robust maintenance strategy
will save time, money, and hea-
dache.

Solar energy production can
be hindered without a solid
maintenance program in place.
This can also lead to major
capital expenses and safety iss-
ues in the future. For example,
asolar array requiring critical
repairs can cost thousands of
dollars each day if the situation
is not handled with urgency.
Without adequate training,
clients and investors will com-
plain about the lack of revenue
being generated by the faulty
system.

Having a maintenance pro-
cess in place will result in:

1. Increases in efficiency and
energy delivery (MWh/MW)
2.Decreases in downtime

(Hours/year)

3. Extending the life of the solar
installation

4. Reducing the total cost of
operations and maintenance

5. Mitigating the risk of a ha-
zardous event

6. Limiting the need for finan-
cing and warranty support

The types of operations and
maintenance activities can be
divided into four parts: Admi-
nistration, Monitoring, Preven-
tative Maintenance, and Corre-
ctive Maintenance.

Administrative

The purpose of an admini-
strative operation is to manage
the billing and accounting
process. This includes handling
warranty claims which can
be worth thousands of dollars
over purchasing a replacement
component. Administrative
operation should consider the
long-term staffing, budget, and
training required for continued
support and minimized down-
time.

Having documented instru-
ctions to outline procedures
and contacts makes a big diff-
erence in the effectiveness of
your maintenance strategy. It
is recommended to create a
qualified list of trades that will
be available if an event occurs.
For larger solar installations,
one full-time maintenance
operator should be responsible
for overseeing the system. It
is essential that they have the
capabilities to manage basic
accounting.

Monitoring

Daily monitoring of solar pro-
duction is important for keep-
ing tabs on the revenue trends,
alarm triggers, and having the
ability to diagnose problems in
real-time. Production trends
can be useful for planning future
maintenance when the system
degrades. Use production re-

el ; P 2
W
ports to confirm that billing is
being processed correctly.
Monitoring involves measu-
ring the performance of the
system which involves identi-
fying irregular trends. Using
alarm triggers will quickly iden-
tify when production halts. The
alert will provide insight into
the issue and limit the side
effects of downtime. On-site
inspections will also be required
to spot any structural hazards.
Consider implementing an au-
tomated monitoring software
that will trigger alerts if per-
formance issues happen. These
programs can issue weekly
reports that highlight perfor-

/ s

mance trends.
Preventative maintenance

Preventative maintenance
for solar assets is a proactive
strategy that reduces the cha-
nce of failure resulting in unp-
lanned downtime. A preventa-
tive strategy can include sche-
duled cleanings, component re-
placements, and system re-
pairs. Overall, it should increase
the operational performance of

the equipment. Preventative
maintenance can be scheduled
inadvance and recorded as both
long and short-term expenses.

People once held the belief
that solar panels do not require
any cleaning as the structural
incline combined with preci-
pitation would clean it naturally.
Unfortunately, this is not true
where streaks, algae, and dust
can build up and decrease pro-
duction from 1.5 percent to 30
percent. Without routine main-
tenance, the likelihood will
increase for broader issues
to occur that can negatively
impact energy production and
user safety.

electrical connections, and che-
cking structural integrity for
rust and corrosion are all ele-
ments of a predictive mainte-
nance plan. A good starting
point is to refer to manufactu-
ring guidelines for inspections
which can provide directions
for cleaning, maintenance
documentation, and clearing
the surrounding vegetation
around the panel racking. De-
pending on the location, a full-
time security officer may be
required or a locking system
that is accessible and secure.
Corrective maintenance

Additional budget must be
included for corrective main-
tenance to account for unpla-
nned events. To minimize loss of
revenue, these incidents should
be acted upon immediately
with the right people. The most
likely event to expect early on
is a failed inverter or loss of an
individual string due to faulty
wiring. There are, however,
other types of unplanned events
such as vandalism, high winds,
and hail.

While it cannot be predicted
when these events happen, a
checklist will offer a simple
process to address them inclu-
ding which stakeholders to call,
safety considerations, tools
and equipment needed. Keep a
series of spare parts available
in a dry storage area for fast
deployment in the event of an
emergency. The list does not
have to be too complicated, but

it should be regularly checked
and updated every year.
Getting started

Starting an operations and
maintenance plan begins with
setting performance goals for the
system including a benchmark
tounderstand when action must
be taken. Develop a criterion
that includes:

1. Testing frequency

2. Cleaning schedule

3. Response time of service
technicians

4. Safety training

5. On-site stock

6. Process to qualify a service
provider

7.Documentation plan and
frequency at which it will be
updated

8. Record keeping location and
backup plan (f digital)

In the event of a breakdown,
who will handle the repairs?
Who should be informed about
these decisions? Establishing
a responsibility matrix that
delegates tasks to appointed
decision-makers will streamline
the process. Codes and stan-
dards such as IEC 62446 will
assist in developing a plan.

Providing a checklist to ser-
vice providers will outline di-
rections, points of interest, and
frequency of when to operate.
Administering a training sche-
dule will ensure that the team
is up-to-date on proper safety
procedures and how to maintain
a clean system. For example,
using solvents or brushes on
a solar panel can damage the
panel surface and opening com-
biner boxes without adequate
protection can be hazardous.

These are a few things to
consider when planning your
solar farm maintenance and
operations procedures. Putting
the time and effort into organiz-
ing these tasks and having it
on record will go a long way
in protecting your renewable
investments.

Solar M
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