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Some 61,000 acres of black gram successfully planted in Maubln
District this year

MAUBIN May 1

Atotal of 61,307 acres of black
gram has been planted as cold
season crops in Maubin Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region, said
U Zaw Min Tun, head of Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

In Maubin Township, the black
gram planting season started in
the first week of October 2024,
with 61,188 acres of cropland
dedicated to planting. By now,
the planting has expanded to
61,307 acres exceeding the
target cultivation. The local
Agriculture Department has
provided essential agricultural
techniques and support to ensure
the effective cultivation of black

gram on the required acreage.
U Zaw Min Tun, the Head of
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment, remarked, "Local far-
mers in Maubin Township are
planting winter crops, including
black gram. The current culti-
vation area for black gram ex-
ceeds 61,000 acres. To ensure all
winter crops, including black
gram, are successfully grown,
the township Agriculture Dep-
artment has provided neces-
sary techniques and support to
ensure the crops thrive."
Reportedly, various activities
such as ensuring systematic
and successful planting of
black gram, preventing pest

A

= _-

damage, and collaborating
with local farmers and the been carried out to supportthe crops.

regional administration have

e )att AP INEs
successful cultlvatlon of the
SK

Merchants from Kyaunggon
Township send dried chilli to

Yangon markgt |

KYAUNGGON May 1

Local fishermen and mer-
chants from Kyaunggon Town-
ship in Ayeyawady Region, sold
dried chilli peppers in the Yan-
gon market, with a total of 80,000
viss being sold. According to
Daw San Htay, a trader of agri-
cultural products from Kyaung-
gon Township, in December
2024, only 55,000 viss of dried
chilli peppers were exported to
the Yangon market. In January
2025, the export increased to
80,000 viss.

It is reported that the total
revenue from the 80,000 viss of
dried chilli peppers sold from
this region reached Ks-99,000
per 10 viss.

"In the past month, we were
able to export and sell up to

80,000 viss of dried chilli peppers
from Kyaunggon Township to
the Yangon market. Agricultu-
ral products from this region
are mainly sent to Yangon which
distributes them to otherregions.
The chilli peppers from Kyaung-
gon are of good quality, so the
demand for these products has
alsorisen. Currently, the price
for 10 viss of dried chilli pep-
pers is about Ks-99,000," said
Daw San Htay, a trader from
Kyaunggon Township.

The sale of high-quality dried
chilli peppers from Kyaunggon
Township to the Yangon market
has provided job opportunities
for farmers, workers, traders,
and business owners in the
region.

SMK

Kanbalu Township harvests over 90,000 acres of

winter peanuts

KANBALU May 1

A total 0f 97,968 acres of pea-
nuts planted during the winter
crops planting season have
been harvested in Kanbalu
Township, Kanbalu District,
Sagaing Region, according to
the statistics of the Department
of Agriculture for Kanbalu Town-
ship.

The peanut fields that were
planted have been harvested
since January this year. Up to

now, 97,968 acres have been
harvested, with an output of
62.37 baskets per acre.

“All of the planted peanuts
have now been harvested. The
yield is good. We have planted
more than the target area of
peanuts. Oilseed crops are also
successful. Peanut cultivation
has been improving year by
year. Most people plant pea-
nuts in the winter rather than
the rainy season," said U Myo

Zaw, head of the Department
of Agriculture for Kanbalu
Township.

In Kanbalu Township, one
and a half baskets of peanut
seeds are planted per acre, and
the cost of planting peanuts is
more than Ks-200,000, including
the costs of seed, labour, ferti-
lizer, and pesticides. The yield
per acre is more than 50 bas-
kets.

SK

More than 6,000 acres of peanut harvested
in Katha Township

KATHA May 1

According to statistics from
the Katha Township Agricul-
ture Department, a total of
6,720 acres of peanuts cultiva-
ted during the winter crop
season have been harvested
in Katha Township, Sagaing
Region.

In Katha Township, a total of
31,884 acres of peanuts were
cultivated during the winter
crop season. The harvesting of
these peanut plantations began
in January this year, and as of
today, 6,720 acres have been
completely harvested, yielding

an average of 62.95 baskets
per acre.

U Ko Lay, the head of the
Katha Township Agriculture
Department, said: “The total
peanut cultivation in Katha
Township during this winter crop
season reached 31,884 acres,
and all the cultivated fields have
now been fully harvested. The
cultivated acreage exceeded
expectations, and as an oil crop,
it has been successful. Peanut
farming in the township has
been steadily improving year
by year.”

In Katha Township, peanut

cultivation requires approxima-
tely 1.5 baskets of seeds per
acre. The total cost, including
seed expenses, labor wages,
fertilizers, and pesticides,
exceeds Ks-200,000 per acre.
On average, each acre yields
over 50 baskets of peanuts.
To ensure successful peanut
cultivation in Katha Township,
prevent pest infestations, and
keep the fields free of weeds,
staff from the Township Agri-
culture Department have been
conducting field inspections and
keeping monitoring records.

SK
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State Administration Council

(056 1252025

Press Release
Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons
1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and

intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons
and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed
the State responsibility.

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned

various parts of Myanmar.

buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.
4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district
administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

State Administration Council

Information Team

Ridge gourds from Myanaung Township marketable in regions

MYANAUNG May 1

Demand is high in trading
of ridge gourds in Myanaung
Township of Ayeyawady Region,
said Daw Swe Swe, a green
grocery trader in Myanaung
Township.

Trading of ridge gourds started
in Myanaung Township this
season in the first week of
January 2025. The domestic
market demands from 35,000
pieces to 55,000 pieces of ridge
gourds per day. It fetches Ks-

27,000 per 100 pieces.

Daw Swe Swe commented:
“Consumers and merchants
from other townships demand
to purchase ridge gourds from
Myanaung Township. They trade
some 55,000 fruits per day. The

fruits of Myanaung Township
are high in quality. Local people
can consume fresh fruits. Due
to high demand, local farmers
and traders have chances to
earn increased incomes.”
Currently; seasonal vegetables

including ridge gourds are thri-
ving in Myanaung Township.
Local farmers prepare to expand
sown acreage of these crops
in order to meet the domestic
demand. As they sell domestic
crops, residents can buy these
fresh and healthy vegetables at
fair prices. SK

Wetlet Township plants more than 14,000 acres of peanut as cold season crops

WETLET May 1

Local farmers have planted
14,682 acres of winter peanut
in Wetlet Township of Sagaing
Region, according to the stati-
stics of Wetlet Township Agri-
culture Department.

In 2024-2025 cold season, local

authorities earmarked 15,407
acres of peanut but farmers
have so far planted 14,682 acres
of peanut against the target
cultivation.

Daw Kyin San, Head of Wet-
let Township Agriculture Dep-
artment explained: “This year,

local administrative officials
earmarked cultivation of 15,407
acres of peanut in Wetlet Town-
ship but farmers grew 14,682
acres of crops so far. They are
trying hard to meet the target
cultivation. Qil crops are thriving
in the region. Sown acreage of

peanut is on the rise yearly.”
Farmers need to use 1.5 bas-
kets of peanut seeds per acre
in Wetlet Township. They have
to spend more than Ks-200,000
per acre in growing peanut due
to quality seeds, labour charge,
fertilizers and pesticides. But

peanut yields more than 50
baskets per acre.

This year; officials of the To-
wnship Agriculture Department
make field trips to the peanut
plantations for thriving of crops,
prevention of pests, weeding
and other farming tasks. SMK

Cucumber from Yekyi Township in high demand at domestic market

YEKYI May 1

Cucumber from Yekyi Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region is in
high trading at the domestic
market, said Daw Ei Phyo, the
green grocery trader in Yekyi
Township.

The domestic market man-
ages sale of 20,000 to 35,000
pieces of cucumber per day
in Yekyi Township starting
from January 2025. At present,
cucumber fetches Ks-9,500 per
100 pieces.

Daw Ei Phyodisclosed: “Other
townships purchase cucumber
from Yekyi Township with high
demand. In fact, cucumber is
a domestic product of Yekyi
Township. Now, the market
manages quality crops. Local

people can consume quality
and healthy cucumber. Thanks
to high demand of cucumber,
local farmers can earnincreased
incomes.”

Yekyi Township harvests
various seasonal vegetables

including cucumber. Local far-
mers prepare to expand sown
acreage of cucumber to produce
more number of vegetables.
Trading of domestic products
can reduce transport charge
to the market. SMK

Sunflower planted on all earmarked croplands in Taze Township

TAZE May 1

Local farmers have placed
all earmarked croplands under
sunflower in Taze Township of
Sagaing Region, according to
YeU District Agriculture De-
partment.

Local authorities earmarked

3,187 acres of winter sunflower
in Taze Township in 2024-2025
cold season. But farmers planted
all 3,187 acres of crops starting
from October 2024.

U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of
YeU District Agriculture Depart-
ment said: “Farmers could grow

all earmarked acreage of sun-
flower in Taze Township. Culti-
vation of sunflower aims to re-
duce import of palm oil abroad.
Hence, local farmers expand
sown acreage of sunflower
yearly. Yield of oil from sunflower
is larger than sesame and

groundnut.”

Officials from Township Agri-
culture Department raised far-
mer awareness to grow sun-
flower without any difficulties
and enhance capacity of local
farmers and agricultural staff
in Taze Township.

This year, officials of the
township manage supply of
quality strains of seed and
urea fertilizers for farmers and
arrange exchange of quality
seeds of sunflower among
farmers.

SK
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India closes airspace‘to Pakistan-linked aircraft

NEW DELHI May 1

India has closed its airspace
to all Pakistan-linked aircraft,
including military flights, as
tensions between the nuclear-
armed neighbors continue

to mount following a deadly
terrorist attack in the Indian-
administrated Jammu and
Kashmir.

The move comes in response
tolast week’s decision by Islama-

bad to bar Indian-owned or
operated airlines from Pakist-
ani airspace.

ANotice to Air Missions, which
was published by New Delhi
on Wednesday, said: “Indian
airspace [is] not available to
Pakistan registered aircraft and
aircraft operated or leased by
Pakistan airlines. These include
military flights.”

The announcement means
that India and Pakistan have
now blocked their airspace to
each other until atleast May 23.

The only Pakistani carrier cur-
rently operating routes through
India is Pakistan International
Airlines, which flies to Malaysia’s

capital, Kuala Lumpur.

The escalation between India
and Pakistan started after
the April 22 terrorist attack in
India’s Jammu and Kashmir
federal territory, which claimed
the lives of 26 people, mostly
tourists.

New Delhi blamed the inci-
dent on Islamabad, accusing
the neighboring country’s go-
vernment of supporting cross-
border terrorism and insurge-
ncy. Islamabad denied the all-
egations, calling for an impar-
tial investigation into the inci-
dent and accusing New Delhi
of backing “terrorist networks”
operating on Pakistani soil.

2-5-2025 | w

The two countries have a long-
standing dispute over Kashmir,
which is de facto divided by the
Line of Control established after
the Indo-Pakistani war of 1971.

Since the attack, India has
ordered the expulsion of all
Pakistanis from the country, the
closure of the border between
the two nations, and the suspen-
sion of the 1960 Indus Water Tre-
aty. Pakistan responded by
suspending all bilateral trade,
including through third coun-
tries, halting special South
Asian visas issued to Indian
nationals, along with other
tit-for-tat measures.

RT

US cuts military aid from rare minerals deal with U]

Guarantees, No Strings Attached

MOSCOW May 1

The United States has exclu-
ded provisions on security gu-
arantees, such as continuation
of providing military aid to
Ukraine, from the text of the
rare minerals deal, The New York
Times reported on Thursday,

citing an unnamed former US
official familiar with the matter.

Washington reportedly re-
jected this provision at an
early stage of its work on the
deal's text.

The US Treasury Depart-
ment earlier said Washington

and Kiev signed an agreement
to establish the United States-
Ukraine Reconstruction In-
vestment Fund, which, accord-
ing to the Ukrainian govern-
ment, is part of a broader min-
erals deal between the two
countries.

On Wednesday, Ukrainian
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal
said that the minerals agree-
ment with the US would be
signed in the next 24 hours.
According to him, the agree-
ment provides for the creation
of aninvestment fund in Ukraine

craine — No

with a 50/50 distribution of ma-
nagement and contributions
between the parties. He noted
that the document also envis-
ages investment in Ukraine's
development over the next 10
years.

Sputnik

UN seeks emergency support for 45,000 flood victims in Somalia

MOGADISHU May 1

The United Nations relief
agency on Thursday called
for immediate emergency
assistance to support 45,000
people affected by flooding
across Somalia.

According to the UN Office
for the Coordination of Huma-
nitarian Affairs (OCHA), four
individuals, including two chil-

dren, lost their lives after
being swept away, while over
45,000 individuals have been
affected by flash floods caused
by moderate to heavy rainfall
in various regions of Somalia
since April 15.

OCHA said the Shabelle River
burst its banks on Monday in
Jowhar district, displacing over
6,000 people and inundating

about 11,000 hectares of land.

"OCHA has reached out to
partners to provide whatever
emergency assistance they
can deliver to those affected,
particularly shelter, sanitation
facilities, and relocation sup-
port,"it said in its flash update
released in Mogadishu, the
capital of Somalia.

The UN agency said the flood-

ingis occurring at a time when
partners, especially national
non-governmental agencies
that often serve as frontline
responders, are facing crippling
funding reductions, which have
severely limited their ability
torespond to emerging needs.

The floods were triggered
by moderate-to-heavy rains dur-
ing the Gu (April to June) main

rainy season, which typically
begins on April 15 in parts of
Somalia and the Ethiopian
highlands, where the Juba and

Shabelle rivers originate.
"The rains have, however,
brought relief following six mon-
ths of prolonged dry conditions
by replenishing water points

and pasture," OCHA said.
Xinhua

12 dead, 30 injured in 5-vehlcle COlllSlOIl in Ph111pp1nes

MANILA May 1

Twelve people were Killed,
including six children, and
at least 30 others injured in
a five-vehicle collision on an
expressway north of Manila at
noon on Thursday, authorities
said.

NLEX Corp. Assistant Vice
President for Traffic Opera-
tions Robin Ignacio told a local
radio interview that the crash
occurred around 12:08 p.m. in
Tarlac City in central Luzon,
involving a passenger bus,
three sport utility vehicles, and
a container truck.

Ignacio said the crash started

when a speeding bus rear-
ended the vehicle in front of
it, creating a domino effect on
the three cars queuing to pay
for the highway toll fees.

"The four vehicles in front of
the bus were almost stopping
or stopped as they waited for
their turn to pay the fees when
the crash happened," Ignacio
added.

He said emergency and re-
scue workers took the injured
to a local hospital.

Police have taken into custody
the bus driver as an investiga-
tion into the fatal crash conti-
nues. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

The Advantages and Disadvantages of Solar Energy

Solar energy pros and cons are
ahot topic today. As the earth’s
most plentiful source of energy,
the sun holds enormous promise
as a clean and dependable way
to power our world.

When the radiant energy of
the sun is converted to heat and
electricity, it can provide energy
to residences and businesses,
and even power vehicles.

Now might be a good time
to learn about solar energy
advantages and explore adding
a solar energy system to your
home. Then you can decide: Is
solar energy worth it?

When considering home
energy options, it is important
tounderstand how solar energy
works. When sunlight hits a solar
panel, a photovoltaic cell turns
that light into direct current
(DC) electricity. An inverter
then converts it to alternating
current (AC), which is what
most devices in your home use.

Advantages of
Solar Energy

The more we can capture
the benefits of solar energy,
the less we will rely on fossil
fuels. Adding a solar energy
system to your home allows you
to tap into these solar energy
advantages:

1. Solar energy is a renewable
energy source and reduces
carbon emissions

Solar energy is a renewable
energy source, meaning you
don’t ever use it up. Solar energy
is clean. It creates no carbon
emissions or other heat-trapping
“greenhouse” gases. It avoids
the environmental damage
associated with mining or drilling
for fossil fuels. Furthermore,
solar energy also uses little to
no water, unlike power plants
that generate electricity using
steam turbines.

2. Solar energy can reduce your
home’s electricity bill

A solar energy system for
your home can reduce your
reliance on the grid and help
you save on your electricity
bill. Some owners of residential
solar energy systems may even

have excess power that they
can sell to the utility. Instead of
paying a utility for electricity,
homeowners get paid by the
utility. You may not have to buy
an entire solar energy system
to cut your home’s electricity
bill. Simply choose solar lights,
lights that are powered by the
sun instead of your home’s
electrical system, to help save
money.

3. Solar power can get you
money back through Solar
Renewable Energy Credits
(SRECs)

Some states offer solar renew-
able energy certificates (SREC).
Each one represents a mega-
watt-hour of electricity genera-
ted through solar energy. Electri-
city suppliers buy these certifi-
cates to satisfy their state’s
Renewable Portfolio Standard,
a requirement that a certain
amount of their renewable ene-
rgy come from solar. You can sell
SRECs foryour system's output,
which is another way to earn
money from your investment.
4. Homes with solar panels
installed may improve home
value

Home buyers will likely pay
more for a house with solar
panels installed. Considering
solar energy pros and cons, the
savings on electricity bills and
the money earned selling power
back to the utility, all count in
the plus column. Residential
solar energy systems are highly
valued and canincreaseahome's
resale value. The property value
of a home with solar panels can
be worth up to US$-15,000 more
than its neighbors.

Solar systems are fairly easy
toinstall and require very little
maintenance. Both are handled
by your solar provider, if you
opt for a solar lease or power
purchase agreement (PPA).
Consider this as you askyourself
is solar energy worth it.

5. Solar panels have low main-
tenance costs

Solar panels are easy to main-
tain, as they have no moving
parts that wear out over time.

Just keep them clean and in
good physical condition to
keep them working properly.
Between theirlow maintenance
costs and average lifespan of 25
years, it can be easy to get your
money’s worth when investing
in solar panels.
6. Solar energy can generate
electricity in any climate

Solar energy systems can
generate electricity in any cli-
mate. One of the disadvantages
of solar energy is that it’s sub-
ject to temporary weather dis-
ruption. Cloudy days reduce
the amount of electricity you
produce. Cold, however, doesn’t
affect productivity. Snowfall can
actually help your solar system,
as the snow cleans the panels
as it melts and sun reflected off
the snow increases the amount
of light hitting your panels.
The result is more electricity
production.

Disadvantages of
Solar Energy

The disadvantages of solar
energy are becoming fewer
as the industry advances and
grows, creating economies of
scale. Technological advances
are helping solar go mainstream.
Here are how the disadvan-
tages of solar energy and the
pros and cons stack up.
1. The high initial costs of
installing panels

The most commonly cited
solar energy disadvantage,
cost, is declining as the industry
expands. The initial cost to buy
and install the equipment is not
cheap. Still, if cost is an issue,
leasing options may reduce the
amount of your initial outlay. If
you do choose to buy, you will
need to live in your home for
a number of years before the
system pays for itself. It’s a
long-term investment better
suited to property owners than
renters.
2. Solar energy storage is
expensive

Ofthe disadvantages of solar
energy, the temporary decline
in energy production during bad
weather has been a majorissue.

Days with low solar energy,
however, are having less of an
effect due to advances in battery
technology. Old technology for
storing solar energy, like lead
acid batteries are being replaced
by alternatives. Lithium ion
batteries offer greater power
at a lower cost. Nickel-based
batteries have an extremely
long life. New technologies, like
flow batteries, promise scale
and durable power storage.

3. Solar doesn’t work for every
roof type

Not every room will work well
with solar panels. Orientation
matters. If your roof doesn't
face the sun, you won’t be able
to capture enough solar energy.
Roofs that angle into the sun
tend to work better than flat
roofs.

Roofing materials like asphalt
shingles, metal and tiles make
installing solar panels easier. If
your room is made with other
materials, installation may be
more expensive. Part of what
makes energy-efficient roofs
is their ability to support solar
panels.

4. Solar panels are dependent
on sunlight

It’s obvious that solar panels
need sunlight to generate
electricity. They won’t produce
electricity at night when you
need it for light and they can be

~— Constellation,

inefficient during storms and
gloomy days. Your solar energy
system needs batteries if you
plan to fully depend on solar
energy to power your home.

Batteries are one of the more
expensive components of your
system. Unlike solar panels, they
do wear out and need careful
maintenance to lengthen their
lives. Comparing wind power
vs. solar power, wind will keep
generating electricity at night
and during storms, as long as
there is enough wind. Many
people use both in residential
systems.

Constellation Energy and
Solar Energy

When weighing the pros and
cons of solar energy for your
home, there are additional opt-
ions worth considering. Com-
munity solar projects are a
great way to get the advantages
of solar energy without buying
and maintaining a system
yourself.

If your home and roof won’t
support solar panels or if you
don’t have enough money to
invest in one, community solar
might be your answer. With this
option, you agree to participat-
ing in a program that allows
you receive credits for every
kWh generated by the solar
facility.

Internet
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