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MYAWADY IN ENGLISH

DAILY EDITION
Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of
State Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
attends Christmas Thanksgiving and Fellowshlp Banquet

www.myawady.net.mm

NAY PYI TAW December 23
The Myanmar Council of Chu-
rches organized a Christmas
Thanksgiving and Fellowship
Banquet at St. Mary’s Cathedral
in Botahtaung Township of
Yangon Region this morning,
attended by Acting President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Chairman of State
Security and Peace Commission,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

bers and wives, union ministers
and wives, the Yangon Region
chief minister, senior military
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief and
wives, the Yangon Command
commander, the Yangon Mayor,
bishops and reverends from
Myanmar Council of Churches,
Myanmar Catholic Dioceses,
Myanmar Evangelical Christian
Alliance and Myanmar Chri-

The Senior General along
with the members, arrived at
St. Mary’s Cathedral Church,
where they were welcomed
by the Catholic Archbishop,
Cardinal Charles Bo, and senior
clergies, and Christian youths
singing hymns and playing
musical instruments.

Acting President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar;
Chairman of State Security and

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing views Popemobiles.

Also present on the occasion
together with the Senior General
were his wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla,
SSPC Secretary General
Ye Win Oo and wife, SSPC mem-

stian Missionary Cooperation
Committee, officials from Inter-
faith Dialogue Group, guests,
Christians, Catholic youths and
Christian town elders.

Peace Commission, Senior Ge-
neral Min Aung Hlaing and
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla and Catholic
Archbishop, Cardinal Charles
Bo posed for documentary

*

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Chairman of State
Security and Peace Commission, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing exchanges
Christmas gifts with Catholic Archbishop, Cardinal Charles Bo.

photos together with the Chri-
stian youths of the welcoming
party.

The Senior General and wife
and party viewed the Popemo-
biles of Pope Francis during
his visit to Myanmar in the St.
Mary’s Cathedral, and watched
the video clips on activities of
the Pope during the visit to
Myanmar in November 2017

and the prayer service con-

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing enjoys the performance of Christian youths.

ducted by Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing and Cardinal
Charles Bo.

The Senior General and wife
and party arrived in the Cathe-
dral, the venue of the second
part of the ceremony, and were
welcomed by bishops and rever-
ends from Myanmar Council of
Churches, Myanmar Catholic
Dioceses, Myanmar Evangelical

See Page 19um
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Christian Alliance and Myanmar
Christian Missionary Coopera-
tion Committee, and officials
from Interfaith Dialogue Group.
The ceremony began with the
opening prayer of blessing by
Reverend U Pho Pho Hla of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
of Myanmar Union Mission.
The Senior General and wife
and the audience sang the hymn
“Oh Pleasant Myanmar.”
Chairman of the Myanmar
Council of Churches Archbishop
Stephen Than Myint Oo deliver-
ed a welcoming speech, and
vocalist Pan Yaung Chel sang a
hymn praising the virtues of God.
In his Christman greetings,
the Senior General prayed for all
Christians, citizens of Myanmar
and global people to be in the
embrace of loving kindness and
serenity in this Christmas that
falls at a time when season and
occasion are appropriate and
align. Christmas puts humanity
under the umbrella of love and

many faiths while Buddhism,
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam
are designated as the four main
religions of the world. In fact,
religion is a teaching, with love,
compassion, and empathy as
the basic principles. The Senior
General expressed belief that
only love and compassion of the
religions can serve a guide for
humanity towards peace and
tranquility.

He said the world will be a
peaceful and prosperous place
only if there is peace beginning
from a single social organiza-
tion to the entire human soci-
ety. Human relations strained
with hatred and grudge can
evolve into criminal acts such
as victimization, killings and
tortures in the human society.
Only the religious teachings of
love and sympathy can eliminate
criminal acts and create a world
where peace, tranquility and
love prevail.

Regarding faith, section 34 of
the 2008 Constitution stipulates,

and to the other provisions
of this Constitution.” Hence,
freedom of worship has been
granted for every religion.

In Myanmar, Buddhists, Chri-
stians, Hindus, Muslims and
followers of other religious beli-
efs have been living together
for eons. It is known to all that
despite different religious beli-
efs, followers of different reli-
gions have served the interests
of the country out of the kinship
and union spirit based on mu-
tual respect without offence,
discrimination and harming
against each other.

It is necessary to preserve
the friendly, warm and fine
traditions among followers of
different religious beliefs and
everyone is urged to join hands
to defend against any instiga-
tion that tries to undermine
unity and respect through the
family spirit.

It can be seen that there are
common ethics and principles of
self-restraints in every religion
and such ethical principles are
based on mental well-being.
As mental purity powerfully
contributes a lot to physical

Tatmadaw & Local News |19

sperity of the entire society, it
is firmly believed that religions
are sacred teachings.

Upholding the peace princi-
ples based on these religions,
everyone is urged to make eff-
orts to take the path toward
the emergence of the stable,
peaceful and developed union
and multi-party democracy
aspired by the entire national
race people peacefully.

I pray for Christian cardinals
and Christians who organize the
Christmas gathering, guests,
citizens and Christians across
the world to enjoy the essence
of peace and happiness since
Christmas.

Then, Rev. Dr Aye Min, Cha-
irman of the Myanmar Evan-
gelical Christian Alliance, pra-
yed for the Senior General and
the band of the Methodist Ch-
urch (Lower Myanmar) Metho-
dic English Church performed
a carol service.

Afterward, the congregat-
ion led by Chairman Rev. Dr
Myo Myint Oo of the Myanmar
Council of Churches extended
greetings while Sister Rufee
read out the bible and Cardinal

stmas sermon.

Then, Cardinal Charles Bo,
Archbishop Steven Than Myint
0o and Rev. Dr Aye Min presen-
ted a Christmas gift, greetings
and a gemstone painting to the
Senior General and his wife,
who presented Christmas gifts
to the cardinals.

Rev. Mahn Palmerston exten-
ded Christmas greetings and
Rev. Dr Morris Liana expressed
thanks to the organizers of the
fellowship dinner.

Then, the congregation sang
the hymn Silent Night, Holy
Night and Cardinal Charles Bo
extended greetings, saying may
all human beings be blessed
with auspiciousness on the occ-
asion of Christmas, may Myan-
mar be blessed with prosperity
in the New Year and may the
Senior General and wife and
family and all Myanmar people
be blessed with auspiciousness.

Afterward, the Senior General
and wife cordially greeted the
attendees.

Then, the Senior General, wife
and party and guests the than-
ksgiving fellowship meal hosted
by the Myanmar Council of

kindness and reflects the noble  “Every citizen is equally enti-
essence of Christians. tled to freedom of conscience

Itis common knowledge that and the right to freely profess
today in this world, which isa and practise religion subject to
sanctuary for all mankind, has  public order, morality or health

peaceful developments and pro-

Charles Bo delivered a Chri- Churches. 100

Taze Township grows more than 1,000 acres of maize and

sweet corns

TAZE December 23

YeU District Agriculture Department stated that local farmers have grown
more than 1,000 acres of maize and sweet corns in Taze Township of Sagaing
Region.

During the 2025-2026 winter crop season, farmers in Taze Township have
planned to cultivate 320 acres of maize and 1,529 acres of sweet corn — a total
of 1,849 acres. Cultivation began in October this year, and as of today, 314 acres
of maize and 1,528 acres of sweet corn, totaling 1,842 acres, have already been
cultivated.

“The plan for this year’s winter crop season in Taze Township is to grow
a total of 1,849 acres of maize and sweet corn. As of today, 1,842 acres have
already been cultivated. We are working to ensure that the full targeted acreage
is achieved. At present, cultivation progress is even exceeding expectations in

some areas. To ensure successful crop growth, we have been providing awareness
programs on pest and disease prevention,” said U Zaw Myint Tun, Head of the
Agriculture Department of YeU District.

This year, the Taze Township Agriculture Department has been conducting
training sessions and field demonstrations for farmers cultivating maize and
sweet corn. The department is also implementing preventive measures against
fall armyworm infestations and promoting integrated pest management systems,
including the use of neem-based pesticides and proper application of insecticides
on crops such as ginger and chilli.

In Taze Township, seed maize cultivation produces over 50 baskets per acre,
with an average production cost of about Ks-500,000 per acre. Sweet corn yields
around 15,000 ears per acre, with a cultivation cost exceeding Ks-500,000 per
acre. SK

Wetlet Township cultivates over 1,000 acres of winter green grams

WETLET December 23

More than 1,000 acres of green grams have been planted in Wetlet Township, Shwebo District, Sagaing Region, during this year winter crops planting season,

according to the statistics of the Department of Agriculture for Wetlet Township.

In the 2025-2026 winter crops planting season, 2,794 acres of winter green grams have been planned for Wetlet Township, and planting has begun since October

this year, and 1,820 acres have been planted to date.

"We are working to ensure that the target acres of winter green grams are planted. We are also conducting field visits to learn the necessary technologies,
varieties, and pest and disease prevention methods during winter crops planting season," said Daw Kyin San, head of the Department of Agriculture for Wetlet

Township.

The Township Agriculture Department is educating farmers growing green grams in Wetlet Township on the importance of obtaining good varieties that are
suitable for the region, clean seeds, proper planting methods, pest control, systematic use of fertilizers, and good yields.

SMK
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Trump unveils plans for new US battleships

WASHINGTON December 23

US President Donald Trump has
announced plans to introduce a new
class of battleships for the US Navy’s
‘Golden Fleet’, claiming they will be the
biggest and most powerful ever built.

Speaking Monday from Mar-a-Lago
during what the White House called a
“major announcement,” Trump said he
approved two ships to start, with plans
for up to 25. He was joined by Secretary
of War Pete Hegseth, Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, and Secretary of the Navy
John Phelan.

Larger than WWII-era Iowa-class
ships, the ‘Trump-class’ vessels will
carry hypersonic missiles, rail guns, and
lasers, according to the US president.

The Wall Street Journal, which first
reported the president’s plans, wrote
that the US Navy plans to procure the
first ship in 2030.

“As you know, we’re desperately in
need of ships,” Trump said. “They’ll be
the fastest, the biggest, and by far, 100
times more powerful than any battleship
ever built.”

The plan is part of a wider naval
expansion with both manned and un-
manned ships.

Officials have warned that the US
trails China in shipbuilding capacity and
output. When asked whether the new
warships were intended as a counter to
America’s chief rival, Trump declined
to single out Beijing. “It’s a counter to

everybody,” he said.

The announcement comes as Washing-
ton’s operations in the Caribbean have
ramped up, with the US Coast Guard
targeting oil tankers linked to Venezuela.

Since September, US Navy ships have
been deployed to intercept vessels that
the White House claims were involved
in drug trafficking and to block oil
shipments. Caracas denies the claims
and has accused Washington of seek-
ing regime change to access its resour-
ces.

The US Navy has also been active in
the Red Sea, where it has responded to
attacks on commerecial shipping linked
to regional conflicts.

Last week another new set of vessels,

24-12-2025 | w

based on the US Coast Guard’s Legend-
class National Security Cutter, were
announced by the US Navy.

“Recent operations from the Red Sea
to the Caribbean make the requirement
undeniable - our small surface combatant
inventory is a third of what we have,”
Chief of Naval Operations Daryl Caudle
said. “We need more capable blue water
small combatants to close the gap and
keep our [destroyers] focused on the
high-end fight,” he added.

The US Navy recently canceled a
smaller warship project due to delays
and cost overruns and continues to face
challenges with its Ford-class carriers
and Columbia-class submarines.

RT

Iran says missile program aimed at defending national sovereignty

“non-negotiable”

TEHRAN December 23

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Baghaei said on Monday Iran’s
missile program has been developed to
defend the country’s sovereignty and
is “non-negotiable.”

He made the remarks at a weekly
press conference in response to a
question about whether recent Israeli
and U.S. media reports on a possible

new Israeli military action against
Iran were meant to pressure Tehran
into talks over its missile program.
Citing unidentified sources, NBC
News reported on Saturday that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
would seek to persuade U.S. President
Donald Trump at an upcoming meeting
that Iran’s expansion of its ballistic
missile program poses a threat that

could require swift action.

Iran’s defence capabilities, Baghaei
stressed, were designed to deter pot-
ential aggressors and were in no way
negotiable or subject to bargaining.

He added that the recent media focus
on Iran’s missile program was part of
the “hybrid warfare” waged against
Iran by Israel, with the assistance of
the United States and hostile media

outlets.

On June 13, Israel launched major
surprise airstrikes on multiple locat-
ions in Iran, including nuclear and mi-
litary sites, killing senior commanders,
nuclear scientists and civilians. On
June 22, U.S. forces bombed Iran’s
nuclear facilities in Natanz, Fordow
and Isfahan.

Xinhua

COLOMBO December 23

rice-cultivating land has been affected

Cyclone Ditwah affected 374,000 workers across Sri Lanka: ILO

Around 374,000 Sri Lankan workers are
located in areas affected by floods and
landslides triggered by Cyclone Ditwabh,
apreliminary employment assessment
released by the International Labor
Organization (ILO) said on Tuesday.

The ILO said potential earnings losses
in the affected districts could reach
about 48 million U.S. dollars per month.
Informal and low-wage workers are
particularly vulnerable, as many lack
access to adequate social protection
and shock-absorbing safety nets, it said.

The organization also noted that
agriculture and related activities,
including plantations and fisheries, have
been severely hit. Up to 23 percent of

by the floods, and the country’s world-
famous tea industry was estimated to
suffer output losses as high as 35 percent.

In the short term, the ILO called for
measures to sustain livelihoods, such as
providing emergency cash assistance
and rolling out relief-related work opp-
ortunities such as debris removal and
infrastructure reconstruction, with
wages sufficient to meet workers’ hou-
sehold needs.

The organization also urged support
for micro, small and medium-sized en-
terprises through grants and subsidies
to help repair equipment, restart opera-
tions, and retain workers.

Xinhua

Russian, Venezuelan FMs voice concern over U.S. actions in Caribbean

MOSCOW December 23

Russian and Venezuelan foreign ministers on Monday voiced grave concern over “increasing escalatory actions” by Washington in the Caribbean Sea, the

Russian Foreign Ministry said.

During a phone conversation, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Venezuelan Foreign Minister Yvan Gil said that the developments have far-reaching
consequences for the region and pose a threat to international shipping,.
Lavrov reaffirmed Russia’s comprehensive support and solidarity with the leadership and people of Venezuela under the current circumstances, said the

ministry in a news release.

The two sides agreed to maintain close bilateral cooperation and coordinated actions on international platforms, primarily at the United Nations, to ensure
respect for state sovereignty and the principle of non-interference in internal affairs, the ministry said.

Xinhua
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491 illegal buildings used in online scam and gambling activities in the KK Park
area systematically demolished; buildings used for online scam and gambling
operations in Myawady and surrounding areas sealed and confiscated

NAY PYI TAW December 23

The Government of Myanmaris carry-
ing out coordinated operations involving
security forces, administrative bodies,
and local authorities to crack down on
online scam and gambling activities.
These efforts include clearing illegal
buildings in the Shwe Kokko and KK Park
areas—where such activities are most
heavily based—confiscating items used
in online scam and gambling operations,
and systematically demolishing illegal
structures.

As part of these ongoing anti-online
scam and gambling operations, three
illegal four-storey buildings located in
Section (3) of the Myawady-Maehtaw-
thalay (KK Park) area, which had been
used for online scam and gambling
activities, were additionally demolished
today. As a result, out of a total of 635
illegal buildings in the KK Park area,
491 have now been systematically de-
molished. Among the illegal buildings
in the KK Park area, those that had
already been demolished using heavy
machinery have also been further
destroyed using incendiary methods
to ensure complete destruction. This
process has been carried out since

Beforeldemolition

After demolition

Demolition of illegally constructed four-storey residential buildings in KK Park Area (Section 3).

December 14. As of today, an additional
five two-storey buildings have been
destroyed, bringing the total number
of two-storey buildings completely
demolished to 41.

In addition, to prevent illegal foreign
nationals from residing in buildings and
to prevent online scam and gambling
activities in Myawady town and surround-
ing areas of Kayin State, joint inspection
and clearance operations involving se-

o]

o
e

Documentary photograph of the burning and destruction of illegal items within the KK Park area.

curity forces, administrative bodies, and
local authorities have been conducted
since December 8. To date, inspections
have been completed on 464 buildings,
and 12 buildings were identified as
having been used for online scam and
gambling activities. To prevent any
further use, these buildings have been
sealed and confiscated.
Furthermore, equipment and ma-
terials used in online scam and gambl-

s PR Y -
A R Q e o
Sy . g, e Fald "

ing activities in the KK Park and Shwe
Kokko areas were also systematically
destroyed by fire today to prevent reuse.
Itisreported that the government rega-
rds the fight against online scam and
gambling as a national duty and will con-
tinue its efforts to ensure that such acti-
vities cannot take root anywhere in Myan-
mar, working not only with domestic for-
ces but also in coordination with neigh-
bouring countries’ governments. 100

Destruction of equipment used in online fraud and gambling activities at the sand pile site in Shwe

Kokko Area, Myawady Township, Kayin State.

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
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