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Ceremony to honour soldiers from Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air), children of
in-service soldiers and war veterans, and children of civilian employees in mili-
tary substitute positions, who passed the matriculation examination and tech-
nological, agricultural, and animal husbandry university entrance examina-
tions for academic year 2025-2026 with flying colors and students from basic
education schools who received outstanding student award held

NAY PYI TAW September 2

A ceremony to honour soldi-
ers from Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air), children of in-
service soldiers and war vete-
rans, and children of civilian
employees in military substi-
tute positions, who passed the
matriculation examination and
technological, agricultural, and
animal husbandry university
entrance examinations for aca-
demic year 2025-2026 with flying
colors and students from basic
education schools who received
outstanding student award
took place at Zeyathiri Villa in
Nay Pyi Taw this afternoon.
Commander-in-Chief of Defe-
nce Services General Ye Win Oo
attended the ceremony and
presented prizes.

ce Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) General Kyaw Swa Lin
and wife Daw Nan Kuu Ku,
union ministers and wives, the
Chief of General Staff (Army,
Navy and Air) and wife, the
Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
and wife, the Commander-in-
Chief (Air) and wife, senior mili-
tary officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief and
wives, the chairman and central
executive committee members
of Myanmar War Veterans Org-
anization, administrators and
heads of Tatmadaw basic edu-
cation high schools and Tatma-
daw education schools, prize win-
ner soldiers and students, paren-
ts, teachers and invited guests.

In his honorary speech, Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence

General Ye Win Oo presents award to a student who passed the
matriculation examination with flying colours.

Also present at the ceremony
together with General Ye Win Oo
were his wife Daw Nilar, Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of Defen-

Services General Ye Win Oo
said the Tatmadaw is holding
the annual ceremony to present
outstanding awards in educa-

Vs —\\r“;&‘v‘ e T
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General Ye Win Oo cordially greets students who excel in their studies.

tion to acknowledge and honour
the efforts, zeal, perseverance,
diligence and energy of youths.
It is also a ceremony to enable
young people to taste the fruits
of success, and to serve as a
lifelong drive for success.

At this ceremony, 53 all-sub-
ject distinction winner stud-
ents, 120 five-subject distinction
winner students, 29 outstanding
students, four three-subject dis-
tinction winner soldier students,
five two-subject distinction
winner soldier students, eight
one-subject distinction winner
soldier students, along with the
Tatmadaw BEHSs and Tat-
madaw education schools with
the best pass rates will be des-
ervingly honoured. Prizes will
be presented to the remaining
award-winners at the relevant
military command headquar-
ters.

The outstanding youths
here will have to pursue higher

university education based on
the scores they achieved. If they
are able to choose the higher
education branch based on
their own passions, it will be the
best for their life and success
and will provide support for
the country.

As it is now the age of tech-
nology, there is a daily rise in
the number of mobile phone and
social platform users. And the
users include a large diversity
of ages, from pre-kindergarten
children to university students.
There are youths whose lives
were ruined after been driven
towards the wrong path by
the fallacious concepts they
received from false informa-
tion on various social platforms.
Future threats have become
visible due to gradual loss of
interest in moral teachings,
and study on capacity building
among youths.

In this regard, parents must

properly discipline their chil-
dren over their use of social me-
dia. Goodliterature is one of man’s
best companions. By reading
good literature, thinking power,
decision-making ability and the
standard oflife will enhance more
and more. As reading enriches
not only academic knowledge
but also wisdom and practical
skills, people should nurture
their reading habit from their
childhood days.

He stated that military offi-
cers and soldiers serve any-
where in various territories of
the nation as assigned, fulfill-
ing their duties while working
to advance their families' edu-
cation, health, and social aspects.
He added that those who succ-
essfully ensure their children's
educational excellence amidst
life's challenges are recorded in
history not only as good soldiers
of the nation but also as good

SEE PAGE - 22
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parents of their families. He
expressed great pride and
delight that the youth who
strove and succeeded under
their parents’ guidance have
distinguished themselves not
only as precious children of
their families but also as worthy
gems of the nation.

He stated that the Tatma-
daw is promoting educational
standards across two sectors:
elevating education for military
personnel and advancing edu-
cational opportunities for their
family members. He noted
that while military educational
schools enhance the qualifica-
tions of personnel, continuous
efforts are carried out in colla-
boration with the Ministry of
Education to ensure family
members succeed from basic
to higher education. He added
that for the current 2026-2027
academic year, two Tatmadaw
youth training schools were
opened in Nay Pyi Taw and
Yangon, covering Upper and
Lower Myanmar, respectively.
He emphasized that these new-
ly established schools are tea-
ching family members of serving
and retired military personnel,
as well as anyone interested in

--------- TATMADAW & LOCAL NEWS

the Tatmadaw’s educational
initiatives, with new applicants
always welcome.

He urged the youth to build
upon their existing drive for
excellence, firm determination
established from an early age,
and passion for success to
achieve further distinction in
their chosen higher university
studies. He added that they
should continue striving with
an eager, burgeoning spirit to
learn and master everything
necessary for their lives, fami-
lies, and the nation, thereby
preparing themselves to assume
the future responsibilities of
the State.

Adjutant-General Lt-Gen
Zaw Hein then presented details
regarding the awards won by
outstanding soldiers, children
of military personnel, children
of veterans, and children of civi-
lian employees in military sub-
stitute positions who excelled
in the 2025-2026 academic year
matriculation exam and te-
chnical, agricultural, and live-
stock matriculation exams, as
well as outstanding student
award-winning students, and
the Tatmadaw education schools
and basic education schools that
secured first, second, and third

prizes for the highest pass rates.

During the honor award pre-
sentation ceremony, Comman-
der-in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo presented
honorary badges, awards, and
certificates of honor to three
principals in charge of basic
education high schools under
the Directorate of Public Re-
lations and Psychological War-
fare that achieved first, second,
and third prizes for the highest
pass rates in the 2025-2026 aca-
demic year matriculation exam,
as well as three outstanding
student award winners and
two outstanding students who
passed with six distinctions.

Subsequently, Daw Nilar, wife
of the Commander-in-Chief of
the Defence Services, presented
commemorative medals, awards,
and certificates of honour to
three students who received
the outstanding student award
and to five students who excell-
ed with distinctions in six sub-
jects.

Following this, Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) General Kyaw Swa Lin
presented commemorative me-
dals, awards, and certificates
of honour to three school ad-

ministrators, three recipients
of the outstanding student
award and three students who
passed the matriculation exa-
mination for the 2025-2026 aca-
demic year with distinctions in
six subjects from Tatmadaw
educational schools under the
command of the Directorate of
Public Relations and Psycholo-
gical Warfare.

Continuing the ceremony,
Daw Nan Kuu Ku, wife of the
Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Comman-
der-in-Chief (Army) also pre-
sented commemorative medals,
awards and certificates of
honour to three “outstanding
student” award recipients and
six students who excelled with
distinctions in six subjects.

Following this, Union Mini-
sters and their wives, the Chief
of General Staff (Army, Navy
and Air) and wife, the Comman-
der-in-Chief (Navy) and wife, the
Commander-in-Chief (Air) and
wife, the Chairman of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee of
Myanmar War Veterans Org-
anization, along with senior
military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief and their wives, present-
ed commemorative medals,
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awards and certificates of ho-
nour to outstanding students
and soldiers who had achieved
distinctions and outstanding
student awards.

After the presentation of
awards, arepresentative of the
prize-winners delivered a vote
of thanks on behalf of the awar-
dees. Subsequently, Comman-
der-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices General Ye Win Oo and party
posed for a group commemora-
tive photo with the award-winn-
ing students and soldiers, along
with the responsible officials.

Following the photo session,
General Ye Win Oo and his wife
Daw Nilar hosted a refreshment
reception for the attendees,
including the award-winning
soldiers, students, parents, and
teachers. During the reception,
artists from the Myawady Music
Band, under the supervision of
the Directorate of Public Rela-
tions and Psychological Warfare,
performed youth tribute songs.

After the reception and enter-
tainment, General Ye Win Oo
and party cordially greeted and
exchanged pleasantries with
the outstanding students, sol-
diers, parents, and responsible
officials.
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Plan underway to grow more than 30,000 acres of rainfed paddy in Yinmabin
Township this year

YINMABIN September 2
Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of more than 30,000
acres of rainfed paddy in Yinma-
bin Township of Sagaing Region
this year, according to the town-
ship Agriculture Department.
During the 2026-2027 mon-
soon cropping season, Yinma-
bin Township has targeted
the cultivation of 30,000 acres
of rainfed paddy. Planting is
scheduled to take place from

July through September this
year.

“We have set a target of culti-
vating 30,000 acres of monsoon
paddy in Yinmabin Township
during this year’s monsoon cro-
pping season. Efforts will be
made to ensure that the target
acreage is fully achieved. We will
provide the necessary cultivat-
ion technologies and seed va-
rieties for paddy production.
Field-level support will also

be carried out to help farmers
complete monsoon paddy plan-
ting on time,” said U Hla Myint,
Head of the Department of Agri-
culture in Yinmabin Township.

During this year’s monsoon
cropping season, the relevant
township agriculture depart-
ment and local farmers will
work together to ensure that
monsoon paddy can be cultivat-
ed systematically and without
difficulties.

Farmers cultivating monsoon
paddy in Yinmabin Township
will receive agricultural tech-
nical assistance, awareness
training on pest prevention and
control, guidance to minimize
crop losses, and information on
ensuring that harvested paddy
is transported under shelter in
a timely manner.

To ensure successful crop
establishment and good yields
from this year’s monsoon paddy

fields in Yinmabin Township,
staff from the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture will provide
field-based technical support,
including the selection and culti-
vation of quality certified seeds,
pest monitoring, land preparat-
ion and weeding, removal of off-
type plants, and the proper app-
lication of fertilizers, along with
other agricultural extension
services.

SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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Myanmar’s Response to the Statements and Remarks
made by certain countries with regard to the incidents that took place
in northern Rakhine State in August 2017
(3 September 2026, Nay Pyi Taw)

It has been observed that certain countries issued statements, made remarks, posted on social media including Facebook and X and published news in

reference to the incidents that took place in northern Rakhine State on 25 August 2017.

These statements and remarks did not accurately reflect the situation on the ground and failed to acknowledge that the subsequent incidents in northern
Rakhine State were caused by the coordinated and premeditated attacks by ARSA terrorists.

What actually happened in northern Rakhine State is that the ARSA terrorists had committed terrorist attacks in October and November 2016 causing the
loss of lives of Myanmar security personnel and civilians.

On 25 August 2017, the ARSA terrorists carried out simultaneous and coordinated attacks on 30 police outposts and a Regiment Headquarters in northern
Rakhine State resulted in the deaths of Myanmar security personnel, government officials and innocent people while many others were injured.

However, certain countries have ignored the brutal acts committed by the ARSA terrorists. Terrorism in all its forms and manifestations must be condemned.

These terrorist attacks and threats driven by violence extremism of the ARSA terrorists led to the displacement of local ethnic residents to other towns and
villages in Rakhine State and Bengalis from northern Rakhine State to Bangladesh. Therefore, it is important to highlight that the root causes of the incidents
and the actual situation on the ground should not be overlooked, nor should any actions be taken that could undermine the image and dignity of Myanmar.

As a sovereign State, Myanmar has the right to protect itself and respond to any terrorist attacks against the State and its people by taking counter-terrorism
measures. Moreover, Myanmar security personnel, in responding to these terrorist attacks, acted in accordance with the Rules of Engagement (RoE) to
protect the innocent local populace and their properties to maintain peace and stability in Rakhine State.

Moreover, Myanmar categorically rejects the expression using a nomenclature that falsely claims an ethnic identity which has never existed in Myanmar.
Therefore, the issuance of statements and remarks using such terminology for political purposes to gain political advantage over the related incidents in
northern Rakhine State is unacceptable. Those actions would not contribute constructively to Myanmar’s sincere efforts to repatriate the verified displaced
persons in accordance with the agreements reached between Myanmar and Bangladesh in 2017 and 2018.

In addition, Myanmar reiterates its concern over allegations that all individuals residing in the camps in Bangladesh are listed as people from Myanmar.
The repatriation of displaced persons is a matter to be resolved between the two countries. Myanmar is committed to working closely with Bangladesh and
friendly countries to facilitate the voluntary return of verified displaced persons in a safe and dignified manner.

In this regard, Myanmar issued a Press Statement on its ongoing efforts on repatriation of displaced persons from Rakhine State on 15 August 2026.

Therefore, Myanmar rejects the politically motivated statements, remarks, social media posts made by certain countries and news articles without due
consideration of the root causes of the said incidents and the actual situation on the ground.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nay Pyi Taw

Dated: 3 September 2026

Coordination for Repatriation of 1,476 Myanmar Nationals
Detained in Immigration Detention Camps in Malaysia Currently Underway
(2 September 2026, Nay Pyi Taw)

The Government of Myanmar repatriated a total of 1,086 verified Myanmar nationals who were facing hardship and unable to afford to return to Myanmar
after serving their respective sentences in immigration detention camps for illegal stay and violation of immigration regulations were repatriated from
Malaysian immigration detention camps by Myanmar naval vessels on humanitarian basis in 2021.

Likewise, the relevant Myanmar authorities and Malaysian authorities have coordinated the repatriation of verified 1,476 Myanmar nationals under the
same conditions by Myanmar naval vessels on 27 and 28 August 2026.

However, the Malaysian side subsequently informed that it would not be convenient to facilitate the Myanmar side’s request on the aforementioned dates and
proposed to reschedule the dates to 28 and 29 September 2026. Accordingly, the Government of Myanmar will re-arrange the repatriation on the proposed dates.

The Government of Myanmar has been putting great emphasis on safeguarding the interests of its nationals abroad, and is constantly providing necessary
consular assistance and facilitate their repatriation through the relevant Myanmar embassies and Consulates-General to help and assist Myanmar nationals
who are facing difficulties and hardships in foreign countries for various reasons.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nay Pyi Taw

Dated: 2 September 2026
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English Grammar in Use (Intermediate Level)

Unit

y prefer and would rather

>A> prefer to ... and prefer -ing
When you say what you prefer in general, you can use prefer to ... or prefer -ing:
I don't like cities. I prefer to live in the country. or I prefer living in the country.
You can say:

prefer something = to something else

to doing something else

prefer doing something rather than (doing) something else

prefer to do something | rather than (do) something else

I prefer this coat to the other one.

I prefer driving to travelling by train. or

I prefer driving rather than travelling by train.

I prefer to drive rather than travel by train.

Sarah prefers to live in the country rather than in a city.

would prefer (’d prefer ...)
We use would prefer to say what somebody wants in a specific situation (not in general):
‘Would you prefer tea or coffee?’ ‘Coffee, please.’
We say ‘would prefer to do something’ (not usually would prefer doing):
‘Shall we go by train?’ ‘I'd prefer to drive.’ (= I would prefer ...)
I'd prefer to stay at home tonight rather than go to the cinema.

>C> would rather (’d rather ...)

I’d rather = I would rather. I’d rather do something = I’d prefer to do it.
We say I’d rather do (not to do). Compare:

‘Shall we go by train?’ [‘I’d rather drive.” (not to drive)

‘I'd prefer to drive.’

Which would you rather do,

Which would you prefer to do,
The negative is ‘I’'d rathernot ..." :

] go to the cinema or go shopping?

I'm tired. I'd rather not go out this evening, if you don’t mind.
‘Do you want to go out this evening?’ ‘I’d rather not.’

We say ‘I'd rather do one thing than do another’:
I’d rather stay at home tonight than go to the cinema.

>D> Idrather somebody did something

We say ‘T'd rather you did something’ (not I'd rather you do):
‘Who’s going to drive, you or me?’ ‘I’d rather you drove.’ (= I would prefer this)
Jack says he’ll repair your bike tomorrow, OK?’ ‘I’d rather he did it today.’
Are you going to tell Anna what happened, or would you rather I told her?

We use the past (drove, did etc.) here, but the meaning is present not past. Compare:
I'd rather make dinner now.
I’d rather you made dinner now. (not I'd rather you make)

I'd rather you didn’t (do something) = I'd prefer you not to do it:
I’d rather you didn’t tell anyone what I said.
‘Shall I tell Anna what happened?’ ‘I’d rather you didn’t.’
‘Are you going to tell Anna what happened?’ ‘No. I'd rather she didn’t know.’

P would prefer — Unit58B prefer (one thing) to (another) — Units 136D Raymond Murphy
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