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Vice President U Nyo Saw receives delegation led by United Nations Acting

Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Af

Relief Coordinator

NAY PYI TAW July 20
Vice President U Nyo Saw
received the delegation led
by H.E. Mr. Indrika Ratwatte,
United Nations Acting Assistant
Secretary-General for Humani-
tarian Affairs and Deputy Emer-
gency Relief Coordinator from
the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs, at the Reception Hall of
the State President’s Office in
Nay Pyi Taw at 11:00 am today.
During the meeting, they
cordially and frankly exchanged
views on enhancing cooperation
and understanding between the
two sides regarding disaster
management in Myanmar,

the implementation of post-
earthquake rehabilitation tasks,
prospects for cooperation in
providing humanitarian assi-
stance, the government’s hu-
manitarian aid provisions, the
successful and transparent
holding of the 2025 multi-party
democracy general election,
and the political developments
in Myanmar.

The meeting was attended
by the Vice President along
with the Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Ko Ko Kyaw,
the Deputy Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement
Dr. Than Soe, and officials.

Myawady

I

| : imLL‘ it &)

airs and Deputy Emergency

Vice President U Nyo Saw receives H.E. Mr. Indrika Ratwatte, United Nations Acting Assistant Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator.

PDF terrorists blew up national grid transmission tower No. 338 near
Paunglaungkan Village in Pakokku Township, resulting in socio-economic
losses in the region

P‘{!E o

Electricians and employees are repairing a transmission tower.

NAY PYI TAW July 20

Asthe electric power sectoris
crucial for development of the
national economy, improvement
of living standard of the people
and safety and improvement of
socio-economy, the government
gives priority to development
of the electricity sector. PDF
terrorists and other EAOs
attack and destroy electric
power sector and other sectors
being implemented for the
development of the nation, in

various ways and means.

PDF terrorists planted mines
to explode transmission tower
No. 338 of the 132 kV national
grid near Paunglaungkan Vill-
age in Pakokku Township at 7.30
pm on 19 July. Consequently,
supply of electricity along the
power lines connecting with
Pakokku, Yesagyo, Myaing and
Kanma were cut off.

The destruction of the power
line also affected the stability
of the 132 kV power supply

This photo shows the collapse of transmission tower No. 338 destroyed by
terrorists of the 132 kV Nyaungbingyi-Buddhagon national grid on 19 July 2026.

network system in Magway
Region. As a result, voltage
drops and occasional power
outages have been occurring
in other towns and villages
across Magway Region.

Staff from the Township
Electrical Engineer Office and
relevant officials, together with
local security squads, have rush-
ed to the transmission tower
No. 338, which was collapsed and
damaged by the mine blast, and
are making efforts to carry out

repairs and restore the facility
as soon as possible.

As soon as the power lines
were destroyed, electricians
made efforts to carry out repairs
and restore the power supply as
quickly as possible. However,
due to attacks and harassment
by PDF terrorists, as well as
the planting of mines along the
routes, some staff members
have been killed, lost limbs, or
sustained injuries. As a result,
human resources have also

been lost.

The PDF terrorist groups
have taken advantage of political
change processes and carried
out acts against the State
under the pretext of serving
regional development and en-
suring public security. At present,
these terrorists, relying on arm-
ed force, have been unlawfully
committing brutal acts against
innocent civilians who are
peacefully living and working,
including threatening and coer-
cing them, extorting money, and
arbitrarily arresting and killing
them. The local people are dis-
gusted with and condemn the
terrorists who have irrationally
planted mines and destroyed
essential electricity supply
lines that are vital for the de-
velopment and improvement
of the socio-economic lives of
the public. Security forces, in
cooperation with responsible
members of the public, are
intensifying necessary security
measures to swiftly identify and
arrest these terrorists.
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Sagaing Township to grow more than 16,000 acres of

cotton this year

SAGAING July 20
Local authorities have decided to
grow more than 16,000 acres of cotton as
monsoon crops in Sagaing Township of
Sagaing Region this year, according to
the Township Agriculture Department.
During the 2026-2027 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Sagaing Township has
targeted the cultivation of 16,822 acres
of cotton, with planting to be carried out
from May through September this year.
“This year, during the monsoon cul-
tivation season, more than 16,000 acres
of cotton are targeted for cultivation
in Sagaing Township. Arrangements
are being made for planting to begin
within this month. Efforts will be made
to meet the target acreage. To support
cotton production, high-quality pure
cotton seed varieties will be supplied
so that farmers can easily plant them in
time for the cultivation season,” said U
Myo Thant Aung, Head of the Sagaing
Township Agriculture Department.
This year, the relevant Township

NN RO L
Agriculture Department has been
providing technical training to cotton
farmers in Sagaing Township on obtaining
high-quality cotton seed varieties,
preventing pests and diseases to ensure
successful crop production, and applying
correct cultivation methods to improve
yields. Necessary technical assistance
for cotton growers will also continue to
be provided.

The cultivation cost for cotton is about
Ks-350,000 per acre, and the yield is

'( .
Pl

around 1,000 viss per acre.

In cotton cultivation, farmers can
also practise intercropping with other
crops such as onions as a pre-crop and
pigeon pea as a companion crop, enabling
them to obtain additional harvests and
increase their income.

Cotton is being successfully cultivat-
ed and produced in 19 townships across
Sagaing, Monywa, Yinmabin, Shwebo,
and Kanbalu districts in Sagaing Re-
gion. SMK

Groundnut plantations planted last cold
season harvested in Katha Township

KATHA July 20

Katha Township Department of Agri-
culture stated that all sown acreage of
groundnut has been harvested in Katha
Township of Sagaing Region.

In Katha Township, during the winter
cropping season, a total of 31,884 acres of
groundnut were cultivated. Harvesting of
these groundnut fields began in January
this year, and as of now, harvesting has
been completed on 100 percent of the
acreage, with an average yield of 74.14

baskets per acre.

“Katha Township cultivated 31,884
acres of groundnut during the winter
cropping season. At present, all of the
cultivated groundnut fields have been
fully harvested. Groundnut cultivation
has been successful. As an oilseed crop,
itisin a good condition, and groundnut
cultivation has been increasing year
by year,” said U Ko Lay, Head of the
Township Agriculture Department in
Katha Township.

In Katha Township, about one and a
half baskets of seeds are required per
acre for groundnut cultivation, and the
total cost per acre including seeds, labour;
fertilizers, and pesticides—amounts
to over Ks-200,000. It is reported that
more than 50 baskets per acre can be
produced.

To ensure the successful growth of
groundnut crops in Katha Township,
prevent pest and disease infestations,
and maintain weed-free fields, staff from
the Township Agriculture Department
conducted field inspections, monitored
conditions, and kept surveillance records.
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LABUTTA July 20

Local merchants from Labutta Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region shipped a
large volume of shrimp paste to Yangon
market said Daw Win Maw, the owner
of fish and fish paste trading depot in
Labutta Township.

Traders send large volume of shrimp p

P

From Labutta Township, locally pro-
duced shrimp paste is mainly being
shipped and sold to the Yangon market.
Up to 66,000 viss of shrimp paste were
exported and sold.

“We are exporting and selling locally
produced goods, including shrimp paste,

aste to Yangon market

from Labutta Township to the Yangon
market. During the past month alone,
we were able to ship and sell up to 66,000
viss of shrimp paste. Demand from the
Yangon market is currently very high.
Shrimp paste is seeing strong demand
in the domestic market, and prices
have also increased. As shrimp paste
trading has improved again, not only
business owners but also workers are
benefiting,” said Daw Win Maw.

In Labutta Township, seafood traders
reportedly purchase small shrimp caught
at sea by local fishermen and use them
to produce ready-to-eat shrimp paste
for sale. The shrimp paste business is
regarded as a local production industry,
and each shrimp paste production
business is said to create employment
opportunities for at least 15 to 25 workers
in the region. SK
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All garden

pea plantations
reaped in
Pwintbyu
Township

PWINTBYU July 20

According to the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture, local farmers have
reaped all plantations of garden pea
in Pwintbyu Township of Magway Re-
gion.

In Pwintbyu Township, during the
winter cropping season, 3,480 acres of
garden pea were cultivated. Harves-
ting of these garden pea fields began
in February this year, and as of today,
harvesting has been completed on
100 percent of the acreage, with an
average yield of 18.08 baskets per
acre.

“During the winter cropping season
in Pwintbyu Township, local farmers
planted a total of 3,480 acres of garden
pea. At present, all of these garden
pea fields have been fully harvested.
To increase yields and expand the
cultivated area, we have supported
farmers in using high-quality, pure
seeds. In addition, to prevent post-
harvest losses, we have provided guid-
ance on systematic harvesting and
necessary harvesting techniques,”
said Daw Moe Moe Wai, Head of the
Township Agriculture Department in
Pwintbyu Township.

In Pwintbyu Township, the Agricul-
ture Department has supported and
educated garden pea farmers to im-
prove crop yields by promoting the
selection of regionally suitable, high-
quality seeds, proper irrigation pra-
ctices, correct use of fertilizers and
agricultural inputs, pest control mea-
sures, and timely harvesting techni-
ques.

Local farmers in Pwintbyu Township,
under the supervision of the Agriculture
Department, commercially cultivate
marketable garden pea crops every year
during the winter cropping season. Some
farmers grow garden pea as a single
crop, while others practice intercropping
with other crops to generate additional
income.

It is also reported that if garden pea
cultivation is expanded annually and
yields are increased, it will not only
ensure domestic consumption but also
enable exports, thereby contributing to
socio-economic development. Therefore,
efforts should be made across regions
to expand garden pea cultivation,
according to the Township Agriculture
Department.

SMK
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Thousands protest
growing militarism
in Tokyo

TOKYO July 20

Thousands of protestors gathered
outside Japan’s parliament in Tokyo
on Sunday to oppose Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s plans to revise
the country’s pacifist constitution and
expand its military capabilities.

The 25,000 who reportedly attended
called for Takaichi’s resignation and
decried her plan to increase defense
spending, relax restrictions on exporting
weapons, and enact legislation they say
could weaken civil liberties.

The rally followed similar earlier
protests in the Japanese capital, re-
portedly attended by 50,000 people in
May, 26,000 on June 19, and 27,000 on
July 10, according to organizers.

The demonstrations have centered
on Takaichi’s proposed amendment
to Article 9, which renounces war and
the use of force to settle international
disputes. The ruling Liberal Democratic
Party wants to add a clause explicitly
recognizing the Self-Defence Forces and
allowing measures deemed necessary
to counter national security threats,
which Takaichi claims are coming from
China and North Korea.

Critics have argued that the change
could weaken restraints on military
action, turn the Self-Defence Forces
into a conventional army, and make it
easier for Tokyo to become involved in
overseas conflicts.

Takaichi’s government has already
raised defence-related spending to around
2 percent of GDP with the 2026 defence
budget allocating about ¥8.8 trillion
(US$-55 billion) to long-range missiles,
drones, ammunition, reinforced military
facilities, and other programs. In April,
the government also eased restrictions
on exports of lethal weapons.

The debate has also extended to
nuclear arms. An unnamed senior
Takaichi adviser reportedly argued in
December that Japan should possess
nuclear weapons, while the prime minist-
er was said to allegedly be considering
revising the country’s pledges not to
possess, produce, or allow such arms
on its territory. Tokyo has maintained
that its nuclear policy has not changed.

Japanese critics of the buildup, includ-
ing participants in the recent rallies, say
postwar pacifism has helped keep Japan
out of foreign wars and contributed to
decades of stability. They have warned
that the buildup could draw Japan into
overseas conflicts without improving public
safety. Some participants have instead
called for greater funding for healthcare,
education, disaster preparedness, and
mitigating living costs.

RT
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Yemen’s Houthis announce naval blockade of Saudi Arabia

MOSCOW July 20

Yemen’s Ansar Allah movement, also
known as the Houthis are imposing a
maritime embargo on Saudi Arabia,
military spokesman Yahya Saree said
on Monday.

“The Yemeni Armed Forces declare a
maritime embargo against the criminal
Saudi enemy, based on the equation of
‘an eye for an eye,’ effective immediately
upon the issuance of this statement,”
Saree said in a statement.

Last Monday, the Houthis accused
Saudi Arabia of striking Sanaa airport
when a plane from Tehran with the
Houthi leaders’ delegation on board was
landing. In retaliation they fired drones
and missiles at Saudi Arabia’s south.

changing strikes since October 2022.
Saudi Arabia imposed a blockade on

&y BT

| h

e o i
northern Yemen after the Houthis came
to power in Sanaa in 2014 and controls
the country’s airspace. Sputnik

Russia open to dialogue with European countries, never
curtailed relations - Kremlin

MOSCOW July 20

Russia is open to dialogue with Euro-
pean countries and has never initiated
the curtailment of relations, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on
Monday.

“Russia continues to be open to
dialogue. We have never initiated the
curtailment of relations [with European
countries],” Peskov told reporters.

Russia hears alot of discussions among
politicians in Europe on resuming dia-

logue with it, but they are not project-
ed onto real politics, the spokesman
added.

Also there were no practical steps
taken by Berlin to establish ties with
Moscow, the Peskov said.

“Of course, we will always use the
experience that we have gained when
resuming the dialogue,” Peskov noted.

Russia will only welcome a possible
meeting between Russian Foreign Mini-
ster Sergey Lavrov and US Secretary of

State Marco Rubio, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said.

Earlier in the day, Rubio said he was
ready to meet with Lavrov, as well as
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, on
the sidelines of the ASEAN summit.

Russia has had no contact with US
representatives in recent days, the
official said, adding that technical
contacts are being conducted through
diplomatic agencies.

Sputnik

TOKYO July 20
Tokyo recorded its first “extremely hot
day” of the year on Monday, with tem-

Tokyo logs first “extremely hot day”
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peratures topping 35 degrees Celsius,
the Japan Meteorological Agency said.
The weather agency also declared the

of year

end of the rainy season in the Kanto-
Koshin region, which includes Tokyo,
and the Tokai region in central Japan
on the same day.

According to the agency, tempera-
tures reached 30 degrees Celsius or
higher at more than 600 of its 914 obser-
vation points on Monday morning,
placing much of Japan on alert for heat-
stroke.

High temperatures are expected to
persist across western and eastern
Japan throughout the week, the agency
said.

An “extremely hot day” in Japan
refers to a day when the temperature
reaches or exceeds 35 degrees Celsius.

Xinhua

10 injured in U.S. Arizona mass shooting

LOS ANGELES July 20

Ten people, including the suspect,
were injured in an overnight mass
shooting Sunday in Tucson, the U.S.
state of Arizona, authorities said.

The shooting occurred around 2 a.m.
local time (0900 GMT) on Sunday in a
crowded area of downtown Tucson, the
second-most populous city of Arizona,
said officials with the Tucson Police

Department.

Police officers patrolling the area
heard gunshots and immediately ran
towards the sound of the gunfire, local
media reported, citing police.

When the police arrived at the scene,
they saw a man running away. Offi-
cers gave orders to the suspect several
times before a uniformed officer shot
him.

Officers treated victims at the scene
before the Tucson Fire Department took
them to a nearby hospital. “A suspect
is in custody and multiple victims are
being treated for critical injuries,” the
Tucson Police Department said in a
post on X.

“Last night, Tucson experienced
another serious and senseless act of
gun violence,” Tucson Mayor Regina
Romero said in a statement.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit
54

Exercises
541 Complete the sentences for these situations.

« (Shall we get married?_L ﬂ 1 Thrfgrigcided Lkeoget
2 (Please help me. L :, T She agreed ..
b ]

- CCan | carry your bag for you? L &1 ?:,__I\NO. thanks. | can manage.) Heoffered .
4 (Let’s meet at 8 oclock. ; j; 1 They arranged ...
5 that‘s your name?; ﬁ; i&é’m not going to tell you.) She refused ...
°  (Plessedomttewianyone. o & ZhSLIwon't Ipromise. ) M ——

['5427 Complete the sentences. Use a suitable verb.

1 Don’t forget to lock the door when you go out.

2 There was a lot of traffic, but we managed ..........ccccoevevernnnee. to the airport in time.
3 We couldn’t afford ...........ccccoeevverveecenneneenne. in London. It’s too expensive.

4 I can’t play a musical instrument, but I’d like to learn ...........ccccoceevueunencene. the guitar.
5 Idon’t want Mark to know what happened. I decided not ........................... him.

6 We were all afraid to speak. Nobody dared ............ccceceveeererreresrnrennnnns anything.

['54.3" Put the verb into the correct form, to ... or -ing. (See Unit 53 for verbs + -ing.)
1 When I'm tired, I enjoy watching TV. It’s relaxing. (watch)

2 Pve decided .........coceeervreececrerereenns for another job. I need a change. (look)
3 I'm not going anywhere! I refuse ..........ccoeoveerverrrrerrneenrnnnn. . (move)
4 'm not in a hurry. I don’t mind ...........ceeeeevveeeeeerrecnennne (wait)
5 Tina ran in a marathon last week, but she failed ...............ccoeueuevne.. . (finish)
6 I wish that dog would StOp .......cceveverererccrrrcerceeeeeee . It’s driving me crazy. (bark)
7 They didn’t know I was listening to them. I pretended ...................... asleep. (be)
8 We were hungry, so I suggested ...........ccoouveveecrreccreecreenne. dinner early. (have)
9 Hurry up! I don’t want to risK ..........cccceevvrvecerrrnenen. the train. (miss)
10 David is very quiet. He tends not ...........cccccccevereruennnnee. much. (say)
['544 Make a new sentence using the verb in brackets.
1 I've lost my keys. (seem) I seem to have lost my keys.
2 Tom is worried about something. (appear)Tomappears .............
3 You know a lot of people. (S€EIM) YOU ...vunnrrierecieeeieeeeeeeeaeeseeaens
4 My English is getting better. (SEEIM) ...ttt sasanes
5 That car has broken down. (APPEAD) ...ttt eaeane
6 Rachel is enjoying her job. (SEEIM) .ttt ss et senns
7 They have solved the problem.  (Claim).........cccceererrecerirrereereeese e

['545" Complete each sentence using what/how/where/whether + these verbs:
do get- go put ride wuse
1 Do you know how to get to the airport from here?

2 Would you Know ..........ccceveeceerrerecsnnrrenenns if there was a fire in the building?

3 Yowll never forget ........cooeeeeeveceererseeeeenennes a bike once you’ve learnt.

4 T've been invited to the party, but I haven’t decided ..........ccocoveveevrrerecerrrrennnen. or not.

5 My room is very untidy. I've got so many things and I don’t Know ............cccccevverererennnnes them.
6 I have some clothes to wash. Can you show me .........ccccccovrvreerrrrennee. the washing machine?

Raymond Murphy
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