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VISUALIZING THE EXPANSION OF THE

SHANGHAI |
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ORGANIZATION

The Shnngllai Cooperation

Or ) is a E: i
entity uniting political, economic,
and security interests. It serves
as a counterweight to Western
influence in the region.
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Atraditional US. ally,
/) Saudi Arabia took steps
[ 10 join the bloc in 2022,

While BRICS malnly focus
o cconamic cooperation,
SCO focuses on regeonal
security lssues, like
terrorism, ethnic separatiam
and religious extremism.
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Straw mushroom marketable in Kyonpyaw Township

KYONPYAW September 9

“Trading of straw mushroom
is booming in Kyonpyaw Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region,” said
Daw NiNi Win, the owner of green
grocery trading commodity in
Kyonpyaw Township.

In Kyonpyaw Township, it is
reported that local cultivation
and trade of straw mushrooms
has been going well since the
second week of July this year.
These straw mushrooms are
currently being traded at daily

volumes ranging from 1,500 viss
t0 2,500 viss.

“The type of mushrooms
being traded now are mostly
grown using paper waste and
rice straw. It’s the time when
mushrooms grown by farmers
are starting to sprout. As the
mushrooms are now producing
and the market is good, both
the farmers and farm workers
are benefiting. The good price
this year is partly due to fewer
growers compared to last year

and also because the demand is
coming not only from local mar-
kets but also from the Yangon
market,” said Daw Ni Ni Win.
In Kyonpyaw Township, far-
mers cultivate straw mushrooms
alongside their paddy farming,
and some also grow seasonal
crops. Each farmer is growing
mushrooms on areas ranging
from one to five acres, and the
market price has reached up to

Ks-21,500 per viss.
SMK
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More than 2,000 acres of rainfed paddy planted in Kalewa Township

KALEWA September 9

Local farmers have so far
planted more than 2,000 acres
of rainfed paddy in Kalewa
Township of Sagaing Region
during this monsoon, the stati-
stics of Kalewa Township Agri-
culture Department indicated.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon

crop cultivation season, local
authorities earmarked culti-
vation of 18,635 acres of rainfed
paddy in the township but local
farmers grew 2,762 acres of
crops against the target cultiva-
tion.

U Myo Naing, Head of Kalewa
Township Agriculture Depart-

ment stated: “Local authorities
set a plan to grow more than
18,000 acres of rainfed paddy
in the township this year but
farmers have so far planted
more than 2,000 acres of crops
against the target cultivation.
Our department helps local
farmers meet the target culti-

vation. Moreover, we provided
them with necessary agricul-
tural techniques and quality
seeds to grow rainfed paddy
in time.”

This year; officials of the town-
ship Agriculture Department
cooperate with local farmers in
growing rainfed paddy without

any difficulties.

Officials of the department
provide agricultural techniques
and raise farmer awareness to
prevention of pests, minimize
loss and waste of crops and
keep the harvested crops under
shelter in time.

SK

Farmers plant more than 3,000 acres of maize and sweet corns in Katha District

KATHA September 9

Local farmers have planted
more than 3,000 acres of maize
and sweet corns in Katha Dis-
trict of Sagaing Region, accord-
ing to the district agriculture

&
department.
In 2025-2026 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Katha Dis-
trict authorities earmarked cul-
tivation of 3,131 acres of maize
and 2,550 acres of sweet corns.

Sofar; local farmers have planted
823 acres of maize and 2,530
acres of sweet corns, totalling
3,353 acres.

“This year; Katha District has
planned to cultivate over 5,000
acres of maize and sweet corn.
So far, more than 3,000 acres
have already been planted. We
are working toward achieving
the targeted acreage. To ensure
successful maize and corn cul-
tivation, we are raising aware-
ness and providing education to
prevent pest and disease out-
breaks,” said Daw Khin Myat
Myat Oo, Head of the Katha
District Department of Agri-
culture.

This year, Katha Township

grew 698 acres of maize and
908 acres of sweet corn, Indaw
Township 955 acres of sweet
corn, Htigyaing Township 125
acres of maize and 210 acres
of sweet corn, and Banmauk
Township 457 acres of sweet
corn, totalling 3,353 acres.
Moreover, Katha Township
earmarked cultivation of 2,942
acres of maize and 1,725 acres of
sweet corn, Indaw Township 61
acres of maize and 500 acres of
sweet corn, Htigyaing Township
128 acres of maize and 125 acres
of sweet corn, and Banmauk
Township 200 acres of sweet
corn, totalling 5,618 acres.
This year, farmers cultivating
maize and sweet corn in Katha

District are receiving training,
field demonstrations, and guid-
ance from the township agri-
cultural departments. These
include preventative measures
against the fall armyworm,
integrated pest management
techniques using neem-based
pesticides, and the use of natural
remedies such as ginger and
chili against pests, along with
general agricultural education.
In Katha District, Maize yields
over 50 baskets per acre, with a
cultivation cost of approxima-
tely Ks-500,000 per acre. Sweet
cornyields around 15,000 cobs
per acre, with cultivation costs
exceeding Ks-500,000 per acre.
SMK

Farmers cultivate more than 30,000 acres of pigeon pea in Budalin Township

BUDALIN September 9

According to the agricultural
data of the Budalin Township
Agriculture Department of
Sagaing Region, local farmers
planted 30,490 acres of pigeon
peaas monsoon crops in Budalin
Township this year.

In the 2025-2026 monsoon

crop season, it is estimated
that 34,500 acres of pigeon pea
will be cultivated in Budalin
Township. Starting from this
May, cultivation has begun, and
as of today, 30,490 acres have
already been planted.

“The target for pigeon pea
cultivation in Budalin Township

this monsoon season is over
34,000 acres. So far, more than
30,400 acres have been cultivated.
Efforts are being made to meet
the target acreage, and we are
also working to ensure good
yield outcomes. Pigeon peas are
grown both as a sole crop and as
anintercrop,” said U Phyo Wai,

Head of the Budalin Township
Department of Agriculture.
This year, the Budalin Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
is providing field-based tech-
nical assistance to farmers culti-
vating pigeon peas. This includes
guidance on selecting quality
and pure seeds, proper cultivat-

ion methods, pest and disease
prevention, and achieving good
yields.

Officials of the Township Agri-
culture Department demon-
strated the making process of
natural fertilizers and pesti-
cides in order to cut agricultural
cost of farmers. SK
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Plan to launch distribution of paddy husk ash fertilizer to local farmers in Yangon Region

YANGON September 9

‘A project is being implement-
ed to distribute the fertilizer
made of ash from paddy husk
to local farmers in Yangon
Region,” said deputy director
Dr Kay Thwe Khaing from
the Department of Research
and Innovation under the
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology.

The paddy husk ash fertilizer
will be combined with urea
fertilizer. Such a kind of fertilizer
is manufactured systematically
in line with the FAO guideline
and it will be distributed to
paddy farmers from Yangon
Region.

“The Yangon Region Govern-
ment and the department will
cooperate with each other in

producing the paddy husk ash
fertilizer. The department takes
responsibilities of production
technology. After conducting
the tests for the fertilizer on the
ground, it is produced under the
FAO guideline. Such fertilizer
must be used as one to three
tons per acre of crops. Sample
of paddy husk ash were taken
from Thilawa industrial zone

combined with urea fertilizer.
According to the tests and
research, the increased yield of
paddy using that fertilizer can
reach 8.4 baskets of paddy per
acre,” she disclosed.

Such kind of fertilizer hasbeen
used in paddy and pulses and
beans plots on test. It needs to
use three tons of such fertilizer
per acre of paddy, one ton per

bean and two tons per sunflower
in four batches.

Such fertilizer will be distri-
buted to Thanlyin, Kyauktan,
Thongwa, Kayan, Twantay,
Kungyangon, Kawhmu, Hlegu,
Taikkyi and Hmawby town-
ships which mainly cultivate
paddy, pulses and beans and
vegetables.

SMK

Kyaiklat Township dispatches Manaw Thukl

KYAIKLAT September 9

“Local entrepreneurs from Kyaiklat Township of Ayeyawady Region sold 73,000 bags of Manaw
Thukha rice containing 24 pyis each to Yangon market,” said Daw Ei Ei Moe, the owner of rice
and paddy trading commodity in Kyaiklat Township.

Up to 73,000 bags of Manaw Thukha rice (24-pyi type) were shipped and sold to the Yangon
market. It is reported that this type of rice falls under the category of rough rice.

“The rice being transported from here to the Yangon market is of good quality. That’s why
shipments have been continuous. Among the rice varieties shipped from here, Manaw Thukha
rice was in high demand from the Yangon side, resulting in a larger volume being sent and sold
in the Yangon market over the past month. The rice bags are mainly delivered by road,” said

Daw Ei Ei Moe.

It is also reported that the 24-pyi bags of Manaw Thukha rice shipped from Kyaiklat to the
Yangon market were priced as high as Ks-92,500 per bag. Due to the strong sales of this rice,
farmers, traders, loading and unloading workers, and transport vehicle rental operators have
been gaining employment and livelihood opportunities.
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ce to Yangon market

YINMABIN September 9
According to data of Yinma-
bin District Agriculture Depart-
ment, local farmers could ex-
pand sown acreage of sesame
as monsoon crops exceeding the
target cultivation in Yinmabin

=y
£y

District of Sagaing Region this
year.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon cropping season, a total
of 180,662 acres of monsoon
sesame cultivation is projected
in Yinmabin District. Planting

began in May this year, and as of
today, 188,438 acres have already
been cultivated, exceeding the
initial target.

Daw Myat Moe Win, Head
of the Yinmabin District Agri-
culture Department, stated,
“This year, the district target-
ed 180,662 acres of monsoon
sesame, and so far, 188,438 acres
have already been cultivated.
We expect to exceed the pro-
jected acreage. Efforts are be-
ing made to expand the cultiva-
ted area, improve yield, and en-
courage farming practices that
follow GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) guidelines.”

In terms of township-level

progress this year, Yinmabin
Township has completed culti-
vation of 50,648 acres, Kani
Township 39,150 acres, Salingyi
Township 18,580 acres, and Pale
Township leads with 80,060
acres, making a district-wide
total of 188,438 acres cultivated.

For the 2025-2026 monsoon
season, Yinmabin Township aut-
horities earmarked cultivation
0f 51,860 acres of sesame, Kani
Township 39,150 acres, Salingyi
Township 18,560 acres, and Pale
Township 71,092 acres, totalling
180,662 acres.

To support farmers in Yinma-
bin District, respective township
agriculture offices have been pro-

viding awareness and training
programs on expanding sesame
cultivation, proper farming tech-
niques, GAP-based practices,
using quality seeds, and increas-
ing crop productivity.

Crops grown under GAP guide-
lines are known to be of higher
quality compared to those pro-
duced using conventional met-
hods. They also command better
prices and offer access to both
domestic and international
markets. As a result, farmers
practicing GAP-based cultivat-
ion are expected to benefit from
increased income and improved
socio-economic conditions.

SK

Shwebo Township finishes harvest of all summer paddy plantations

SHWEBO September 9

According to the statistics of
Shwebo Township Agriculture
Department, local farmers have
harvested all sown acreage
of summer paddy in Shwebo
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

In Shwebo Township, a total
0f64,910 acres of summer paddy
were cultivated during this
year’s summer crop season.

Harvesting began in May and,
as of today, all cultivated acres
have been fully harvested,
with an average yield of 87.54
baskets per acre, according to
reports.

“This year, Shwebo Township
cultivated up to 64,910 acres
of summer paddy during the
summer crop season. All of the
cultivated fields have now been
100 per cent harvested. The

actual cultivation area exceeded
the initial target. Farmers were
provided with agricultural tech-
niques, pest and disease pre-
vention awareness, guidance
to avoid crop loss, and advice to
ensure timely and protected
post-harvest storage of the
paddy,” said U Hsan Oo, Head of
the Department of Agriculture
for Shwebo Township.

To improve per-acre yields

and achieve target production,
farmers were supported with
quality seed varieties, the dis-
tribution of agricultural pamph-
lets, farmer training sessions,
awareness discussions, and
timely access to necessary
inputs.

Large-scale farmers have also
been encouraged to coordinate
with the Department of Agricul-
ture and prepare in advance by

following official guidelines for
crop pest and disease preven-
tion, implementing soil nutrient
enrichment programs, and
securing quality seeds in adv-
ance. These measures aim to
ensure the timely cultivation
of summer paddy and other
crops following the harvest of
monsoon paddy and monsoon-
season crops.

SK
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Israel conducts strike on ‘Hamas leadership’ in Qatar

JERUSALEM September 9

Israel has conducted a “pre-
cise strike” against the “senior
leadership of Hamas,” the
Israel Defence Forces (IDF)
announced on Tuesday, shortly
after multiple blasts rocked the
headquarters of the Palestinian
militant group in Doha, Qatar.

The Israeli military said it
carried out the operation in
coordination with the Shin Bet
security agency (ISA). The IDF
did not name the exact location
targeted in the strike.

“The IDF and ISA conducted
a precise strike targeting the
senior leadership of the Hamas
terrorist organization,” the IDF
said in a statement. “Prior to

the strike, measures were taken
in order to mitigate harm to
civilians, including the use of pre-
cise munitions and additional
intelligence.”

The announcement came after
at least ten blasts reportedly
rocked the Hamas headquart-
ers in Doha. Footage circulating
online shows the building was
badly damaged. According to
multiple media reports citing
Hamas sources, the strike tar-
geted the group’s negotiating
team, which has been discuss-
ing the latest US proposal on
the cessation of the hostilities
with Israel.

Qatar has condemned the
“cowardly Israeli attack,” des-

cribing the location affected by
the strike as “residential build-
ings housing several members
of the political bureau of the
Hamas movement.”

It is not immediately clear
whether the attack reached
its intended target, conflicting
media reports citing sources
within the group indicate. While
some suggest that several
high-profile Hamas figures
were killed in the attack, others
claim that the group’s leadership
escaped the strike unharmed.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu'’s office insisted that
the attack on Hamas in Qatar
was a unilateral action and no
other countries were involved

in the operation.

"Today’s action against
the top terrorist chieftains of
Hamas was a wholly indepen-
dent Israeli operation. Israel
initiated it, Israel conducted it,
and Israel takes full responsi-
bility,” it said in a statement.

UN Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres condemned the Israeli
attackas a “flagrant violation of
the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Qatar.”

‘All parties must work towards
achieving a permanent cease-
fire, not destroying it,” he told
reporters.

RT

Five killed, 3 injured as landslide hits India’s
Himachal Pradesh

NEW DELHI September 9

At least five people were
killed and three others injured
Tuesday after a massive land-
slide hit India’s northern state
of Himachal Pradesh, officials
said.

The landslide struck Shar-
mani village of Kullu district,
about 210 km northeast of Shimla,
the capital city of Himachal
Pradesh.

“The tragedy occurred while
the residents were asleep, thus
leaving no time for immediate
evacuation,” alocal government
official said.

The deceased include two
women and two small chil-
dren.

“The three rescued in injured
condition have been hospitaliz-

s Rl
ed,” the official said.
The ongoing monsoon sea-
son in Himachal Pradesh has
triggered widespread land-
slides, flash floods and cloud-
bursts, claiming hundreds of
lives and wreaking havoc.
Areportreleased by Himachal

? vtf*ﬁﬁf 3‘“"‘- X
Pradesh State Emergency
Operations Center on Tuesday
said at least 378 people were
killed and 40 others reported
missing, besides 437 injured
in the monsoon rains between
June 20 and September 9.

Xinhua

Direct flight from Wuhan to Moscow
resumes amid new visa-free policy

WUHAN September 9

The direct flight from Wuhan,
capital of central China’s Hubei
Province, to Moscow, capital of
Russia, resumed on Tuesday,
boosting bilateral exchanges
between the two countries.

China Southern Airlines flight
CZ38003 departed from Wuhan
at around 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday
local time with 271 passengers
onboard. The route is scheduled
to operate by Airbus A350-900
aircraft twice weekly on Sun-
days and Tuesdays from Wuhan
to Moscow.

The outbound flight from
Wuhan takes off at 3:10 p.m.
Beijing time and arrives in
Moscow at 7:15 p.m. local time.
The return flight departs from
Moscow at 9:15 p.m. local time
and lands in Wuhan at 10:30

a.m. Beijing time the next day.
The route was first launched
in July 2014; however, it was
suspended later due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The resumption has been
well received, with the pre-
sale rate at around 80 percent
on the round-trip flights so far
this month, according to Wang
Gang with the airline’s Hubei
branch.

The move came after China
announced a visa-free policy
for Russian ordinary passport
holders from Sept. 15 this year
to Sept. 14,2026. Russia has said
it will reciprocate the measure.

China’s visa-free policy for
Russian citizens makes exchan-
ges between the two countries
more convenient, she added.

Xinhua

Russia strongly condemns Western attempts to oust Republika Srpska
President Dodik - Lavrov

MOSCOW September 9

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov stated that
Russia strongly condemns
attempts by the West to re-
move Milorad Dodik, Presi-
dent of Republika Srpska in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, from
power.

“We strongly condemn att-
empts to remove Serbian lead-
ers disliked by the West from
power through fabricated cri-
minal cases. In particular, our

interlocutor today, our friend,
the legally elected, legitimate
President of Republika Srpska,
Milorad Dodik,” the Russian
Foreign Minister said at a press
conference on Tuesday.

Sergey Lavrov said he con-
siders the upcoming October
25 referendum on confidence
in Republika Srpska President
Milorad Dodik to be an honest
initiative.

“I want to mention the re-
ferendum that Republika

Srpska, under President Dodik,
is planning for October 25,
asking citizens whether they
support the republic’s leader-
ship or not. I consider this an
honest step,” Lavrov said.

Lavrov added that Russia
will raise the issue of Bosnia
and Herzegovina during its
October chairmanship of the
UN Security Council.

“As a permanent member of
the UN Security Council and
one of the guarantors of the

Dayton Accords, Russia will
continue efforts to support this
key document and the forces
that defend the preservation
and unconditional respect of
Dayton principles in practice.
We will pay special attention
to this topic in October, when
Russia will chair the Security
Council, and the next meeting
on Bosnia and Herzegovina
is scheduled for October 31,”
Lavrov said following talks with
Republika Srpska President

Milorad Dodik.

The foreign minister empha-
sized that Russia will carefully
prepare for the upcoming
meeting. “Our colleagues will
have to answer uncomfortable
but entirely legitimate questions,”
he said.

Lavrov also noted that “the
West does not like referendums;
Kosovo’s independence was
declared without any referen-
dum at all.”

Sputnik
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

10 Common Residential Uses of Solar Power in Your Homes

Solar power has transformed
households across India over
time. These solar power panels
have brought in a ton of new
utilities that have embedded
the usage of renewable energy
to a point where dependency
and acceptance of solar-power-
ed devices are at their highest.
There have been several posit-
ions of advantage that have in-
creased the uses of solar power
applications, not just in lighting
but across different devices
and daily use cases. Read on
to learn more about the uses
of solar energy at home.

Top 10 uses of solar panels
in homes:

Here are 10 uses of solar
energy in homes that serve as
an alternative, renewable, and
green source of energy:

An alternate source of
electricity:

The biggest and most popular
use case of solar poweris as an
alternative source of domestic
electricity. Many home-based
appliances and lighting can be
powered with solar heat energy
transformed into electricity.
This, in turn, reduces regular
coal-based electricity consump-
tion and, therefore, reduces the
monthly bills. Additionally, as a
popular form of clean and green
energy, solar power contributes
0 percent of pollutants or any
other harmful emissions.

Solar water heaters:

An interesting use case of
solar energy is with solar water
heaters. These are available
in two different types, each
involving the application of
solar energy to heat the water.

These two types of solar water
heaters are as follows:

* Direct/active water heater:
These are typically pump-based
water heaters that run through
solar power. The heating takes
place as a direct result of the

pumps workmg toboil the water.

« Indirect/passive water heater:
The passive water heater works
with a different principle. Instead
of using pumps to heat up, the
solar water collectors directly
boil cold water and transfer heat
before the water is received
via facet.

Solar cooker:

Solar cooking is a way to use
direct sunlight in panels that
convert into heat energy and
allow the cooking of almost
all food dishes. Whether it is
a pot, frying pan, or any other
utensils, cooking is easy with
solar cookers without any
application of LPG-based gas
stoves.

Solar ventilation fan:

Solar exhaust or solar venti-
lation fans are among the most
popular and cost-effective
types of exhaust fans that are
installed in households. One of
the striking features of using a
solar ventilation fan concerns
the low and comparatively
affordable installation costs.
Once done, the overall cost of
maintaining a solar exhaust

fan is at par or sometimes
even cheaper than installing
conventional electricity-based
exhaust fans. Structure-wise,
it is similar to a conventional
metal-based ventilation fan, but
the utility completely depends
on the amount of solar energy
generated.
Portable solar fan:

As the summer heats up and
the mercury scorches up the
weather conditions, there is one
great way to make the most use
of solar energy fans. Much like
aregular pedestal fan or even
a ceiling fan, a portable solar
fan is highly efficient in terms
of performance. The Solar fan
needs tobeplacedinsuchaplace
where sunlight is imminent
and the device gathers enough
sun radiation to convert it into
a productive energy resource.
Solar-powered fans are seeing
an excellent boom in terms of
fanfare, and many Indian houses
are switching to its usage.

Charging EV batteries:

One of the biggest breakout
facts of solar powered systems is
the ability to generate energies

that would charge up EVs to a
great level. Although the tech-
nology related to EV charging
with purely solar power is in
its nascent stages, the future
looks bright for a time when
100 percent charging using solar
power would be imminent. For
now, it is more than possible to
charge a vehicle using solar
panels and use it for regular
commutes within the city range.
Another astounding fact about
solar-based charging is the
option of bidirectional charging
techniques, which would allow
it to send excess power back to
the grid without dissipating. The
technology is getting ready for
the future of EVs as a whole.
Solar cells for lighting
homes:

For people intending to beautify
their homes with lights and
decors, home beautification
using solar lights and lamps is
the best bet. This is particularly
useful for decorating while
hosting house parties and get-
togethers. There are a ton of
new and interesting varieties
of solar lighting options that

can dazzle your house with the
cost of no regular electricity but
are completely powered with
green solar energy.

Solar chimney:

Solar energy is so convenient
that it can be used both for
heating and cooling at room
temperature with the help of
solar chimneys. A solar chimney
uses direct sunlight and air to
compress heat energy in diff-
erent forms and works wonders
to keep the interiors warm and
comfortable. In comparison to
conventional chimneys, a solar
chimney is far more economical
and reduces the overall cost of
plumbing and setting up.

Solar-enhanced home
security device:

The uses of solar power in
homes exceed all expectations
in several segments. One of the
more recent yet increasingly
popular solar energy applicat-
ionsis energy as a form of home
security device. Also, people
have reported the battery shelf
life of a CCTV based on solar
energy has done exceedingly
well with the performance and
lasts for a considerable amount
of time. Some solar-powered
cameras claim to last for a
few months before they are
recharged once again.

Solar dryer:

Solar dryers are arguably one
of the fastest-growing alter-
natives to conventional fruit
dryers. Not only do solar-power-
ed dryers have the advantage
of drying out the moisture from
fruits and vegetables, but they
also assure an ample amount
of sunlight-based drying that
doesn’t combine any artificial
or chemical stuff. For farmers,
solar-based dryers assist in
getting a superior quality yield
and allow them to increase
production as a result.

FE
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