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Auspicious ceremony to present religious titles for 2026 and donate

provisions held

————

NAY PYI TAW March 2

An auspicious ceremony to
present religious titles for 2026
and donate provisions was held
at Aggadipati Sasana Beikman
in the precinct of Maravijaya
Buddha Parkhere this afternoon,
attended by Acting President
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Chairman of the State
Security and Peace Commission,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, who
presented religious titles and
provisions and offertories.

Present were Sayadaws from
the country and abroad and a
nuns who will receive religious
titles led by Chairman of State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Commi-
ttee (SSMNC) Thanlyin Min-
kyaung Monastery Sayadaw Ab-
hidhaja Maha Rattha Guru Agga
Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Dr Bhaddanta Candiama Bhi-
vamsa, and Secretary of SSMNC
Patron of Masoeyein Taikthit
Monastery Sayadaw of Dhamma
Thamaindi pariyati schoolin Man-
dalay Agga Maha Pandita Agga
Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Maha Dhamma Kahtika Bahu-
jana Hitadhara Bhaddanta
Vaselabhivamsa. The Senior
General and wife were accom-
panied by SSPC Vice Chairman
Vice-Senior General Soe Win
and wife Daw Than Than Nwe,
SSPC member Prime Minister
U Nyo Saw and wife, SSPC mem-
ber Executive Chief U Aung

S ()
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and the congregation share the merits gained.

Lin Dway and wife, SSPC Se-
cretary General Ye Win Oo and
wife, SSPC members and wives,
union-level dignitaries, union

times, Deputy Minister for Re-
ligious Affairs and Culture U Aye
Tun read out the agenda and
declared the ceremony open.

gious matters.

At the ceremony, Acting Pre-
sident of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar, Chairman

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla present offertories to a Sayadaw.

ministers and wives, the Nay
Pyi Taw Council chair, senior
military officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief and
wives, the Nay Pyi Taw Command
commander and officials, and
lay persons who won Sasana
Nuggaha Title.

After opening the ceremony
by reciting Namotassa three

The Senior General and wife
and the congregation received
the Nine Precepts from the
SSMNC Chairman Sayadaw.

The SSMNC Chairman Saya-
daw, winner of Abhidhaja Maha
Rattha Gugu Title, delivered
Ovdakahta and Union Minister
for Religious Affairs and Culture
U Tin Oo Lwin supplicated reli-

of the State Security and Peace
Commission, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing presented Ab-
hidhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Title and insignia to the SSMNC
Chairman Sayadaw.
Commission Vice Chairman
Vice-Senior General Soe Win
offered Abhidhaja Maha Rattha
Guru Title and insignia to Dr Bha-

~
=
N

ddanta Vijjananda Bhivamsa
of Maha Gandayon Monastey
of Sagaing.

Commission member Prime
Minister U Nyo Saw also pre-
sented Abhidhaja Maha Rattha
Guru Title and insignia to Naya
Monastery Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Nandiya of Dekkhinayama Pha-
yagyi Monastery of Chanmya-
thazi Township in Mandalay Re-
gion; Commission member Ex-
ecutive Chief U Aung Lin Dway,
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Title and insignia to Maha Withu-
tayama (Central) Monastery
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Pafifajota
of Pakokku in Magway Region;
and Commission Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, Abhidhaja
Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika
Title and insignia to Monastic
Education Post-Primary School
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Nayaka
Bhivamsa of Myingyan in Man-
dalay Region, respectively.

Furthermore, Commission
members, union-level dignita-
ries, union ministers, senior mili-
tary officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief and
officials offered Abhidhaja Ag-
ga Maha Saddhamma Jotika,
Agga Maha Pandita, Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja, Agga
Maha Ganthavacaka Pandita
and Agga Maha Kammathana-
cariya Titles and insignia to
Title recipient Sayadaws.

The wife of the Senior General

See Page - 21»-»
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More than 4,000 acres of chickpea cultivated in Dabayin Township

DABAYIN March 2

YeU District Agriculture De-
partment stated that local far-
mers planted 4,985 acres of
chickpea as cold season crops
in Dabayin Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter
crop growing season, chickpea
cultivation in Dabayin Town-
ship was planned to cover 8,483
acres. Planting began in Octo-
ber 2025, and as of today, 4,985

acres have already been planted.

“During the winter cropping
season in Dabayin Township,
more than 8,000 acres of chick-
peas were planned, and culti-
va-ion has been completed on
more than 4,000 acres so far,”
said U Zaw Myint Tun, District
Head of the YeU District Depart-
ment of Agriculture. “We are
continuing efforts to ensure that
the planned acreage target is
fully met. Chickpea cultivation

has been improving year by
year. To enhance yields and
quality, we are working together
with farmers to provide quality
seeds, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest technologies.”
In chickpea cultivation, far-
mers are reportedly selecting
locally suitable, high-yielding
varieties such as Yezin-8 and
Yezin-11. Itis also reported that
cultivating chickpeas costs more
than Ka-300,000 per acre.

During the winter cropping
season in Dabayin Township,
for the cultivation of various
pulse crops, relevant depart-
ments are working in coopera-
tion with farmers to provide
quality seeds, agricultural in-
puts, and post-harvest techno-
logies needed to improve yields
and quality. In addition, aware-
nessraising and extension acti-
vities are being carried out
through lead farmers to encou-

rage the use of beneficial Tri-
choderma fungi during the

pulse-growing period.
Sagaing Region is the leading
region nationwide in terms of
cultivated area for pulse produ-
ction. Pulses can be grown as
amain crop as well as through
multiple and intercropping sys-
tems, and farmers are there-
fore cultivating pulse crops as
an important source of income.
SMK

More than 2,000 acres of sunflower planted in Kanbalu Township

KANBALU March 2

According to Kanbalu Town-
ship Agriculture Department,
local farmers completed culti-
vation of sunflower on 2,938
acres of croplands in Kanbalu
Township of Sagaing Region
this cold season.

During the 2025-2026 winter
crop growing season, sunflower
cultivation in Kanbalu Township

was planned to cover 3,044 acres.
Planting began in October 2025,
and as of today, 2,938 acres have
already been planted.
“During the winter cropping
season in Kanbalu Township,
more than 3,000 acres of sun-
flower were planned, and culti-
vation has been completed on
over 2,000 acres so far,” said U
Myo Zaw, Township Head of the

Kanbalu Township Department
of Agriculture. “We are continu-
ing efforts to ensure that the
planned acreage target is fully
met. In order to reduce reliance
on imported palm oil, we will
promote expanded cultivation of
sunflower as an oilseed crop. As
an oilseed, sunflower produces
a higher oil yield per acre than
other crops such as groundnut

and sesame.”

In Kanbalu Township, the re-
levant Township Department
of Agriculture is intensifying
extension and training pro-
grams to promote expanded
sunflower cultivation. Training
activities are also being accele-
rated to enhance the capacity
and performance ofboth depart-
mental staff and farmers who

plan to grow sunflower.

In addition, arrangements
are being made to support sun-
flower farmers in Kanbalu
Township by providing seeds,
supplying urea fertilizer at
affordable prices, and distribut-
ing harvested sunflower seed
through farmer-to-farmer ex-
change systems.

SK

Farmers exceed target of groundnut in Homalin Township this winter

KALAY March 2

Local farmers grew groundnut
as cold season crops in Homalin
Township of Sagaing Region,
exceeding the target cultivation,
according to the township Agri-
culture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, farmers in

Homalin Township planned to
cultivate 2,022 acres of groun-
dnuts. Planting began in Octo-
ber last year, and a total of 9,975
acres have been fully planted
so far.

“In Homalin Township, we
initially planned to plant 2,022
acres of groundnuts, but so far,

we have planted 9,975 acres,
exceeding the planned area.
Groundnut cultivation is pro-
gressing successfully. Oilseed
crops are also performing well.
Year by year, groundnut farm-
ing continues to improve,” said
Daw Su Su Htwe, Head of the
Homalin Township Agriculture

Department.

In Homalin Township, groun-
dnut cultivation requires plant-
ing one variety per acre, with
total expenses exceeding Ks-
200,000 per acre, including seed
costs, labor wages, fertilizers,
and pesticides. Each acre pro-
duces more than 50 baskets of

groundnuts.

To ensure successful cultiva-
tion, prevent pest and disease
outbreaks, and maintain clean
crop fields, staff from the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
conduct on-site inspections, take
clearance records, and provide
ongoing field support. SMK

Sagaing District expands sown acreage of onions in cold season

SAGAING March 2

Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmers could expand
sownacreage of onionsin Sagaing
District of Sagaing Region this
year.

During the 2025-2026 winter
crop growing season, a total of
4,765 acres of onions were plan-
ned for cultivation in Sagaing
District, Sagaing Region. Plant-
ing began in October 2025, and
as of now, 1,914 acres have been
planted in Sagaing Township,
1,077 acres in Myinmu Township,
and 1,855 acres in Myaung Town-
ship, bringing the total planted
area to 4,846 acres.

“Inthe winter cropping season
in Sagaing District, onions were
planned for cultivation on 4,765
acres, and planting has already
been completed on 4,846 acres,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win, District
Head of the Sagaing District

Department of Agriculture. ‘At
present, cultivation has excee-
ded the target acreage. Onion
cultivationis proceeding as usual,
and efforts are also being made
to link farmers with markets
so that they can obtain good
prices.”

For the 2025-2026 winter cro-
pping season, the township-
wise onion cultivation targets
in Sagaing District were set at
1,802 acres in Sagaing Town-
ship, 1,110 acres in Myinmu
Township, and 1,853 acres in
Myaung Township, totalling
4,765 acres.

In Sagaing District, the res-
pective township Departments
of Agriculture are providing
support to onion farmers by
facilitating market linkages to
ensure better prices, offering
technical guidance to improve
storability, promoting cultivation
using GAP (Good Agricultural

R ;

, % L
Practices), and working to
produce high-quality onions.

Onion farmers reportedly
incur production costs of around

Ks-1.8 million per acre, with an
average yield of about 5,000 viss
per acre.

In Sagaing Region, onions are

widely cultivated, with the main
onion-growing townships being
Monywa, Yinmabin, ChaungU,
Shwebo, and Myinmu. SK
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Moscow in
constant
contact with
leadership of
Iran - Kremlin

MOSCOW March 2

Moscow is in constant contact
with the leadership of Iran,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said on Monday.

"I can say that we are in con-
stant contact with the Iranian
leadership. And we are discu-
ssing the situation around this
country,' Peskov told reporters.

Russia also continues to com-
municate with the leadership
of the countries affected by
the Iranian conflict, including
Persian Gulf states, Peskov
added.

Russia expresses disappoint-
ment that the situation has de-
teriorated to direct aggression
amid the information about
progress in the Iranian-US ne-
gotiations, Dmitry Peskov said.

"As for the negotiations that
were mediated by Oman bet-
ween the United States and
Iran, then, of course, one can
express deep disappointment
that, against the background
of incoming information about
significant progress in these
negotiations, the situation has
deteriorated to direct aggression
anyway," Peskov told reporters.

Russia remains committed to
apolitical and diplomatic settle-
ment even after the US attack
on Iran, Peskov said.

"Of course, we are analyzing
the situation and drawing appro-
priate conclusions, but we con-
tinue to work in our interests,"
Peskov added.

Membership in the BRICS
does not provide for obligations
to provide mutual assistance in
the event of armed aggression,
and there are no contacts on
Iran within the framework of
the association yet, Peskov said.

"Membership in BRICS does
not provide for obligations to
provide mutual assistance dur-
ing armed aggression —itis an
organization of a different nature,
and it is about cooperation in
other areas. This is the first one.
There are no contacts with the
BRICS countries yet," Peskov
told reporters.

Sputnik
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Death toll in Ind1a S Nagpur explosive factory blast rises to 19

e eV

NEW DELHI March 2
The death toll in a massive blast

inside an industrial explosives
manufacturing factory in the

western Indian state of Mahara-
shtra has risen to 19, officials
said Monday.

Twenty-three others injured
in the blast are undergoing
treatment at various hospitals.

The blast at SBL Energy
Limited took place on Sunday
morning at Raulgaon village
of Nagpur district, about 791
km northeast of Mumbai, the
capital city of Maharashtra.

"Today, an injured worker
succumbed in the hospital, thus
taking the death toll to 19," a
police official said.

The local government has
ordered a probe to ascertain
the cause of the accident.

Meanwhile, police have arre-
sted nine directors of SBL
Energy Limited, and efforts
are underway to apprehend the
remaining accused in the case.

Alocal government minister,
Chandrashekhar Bawankule,
told the media that there was
"negligence" on the part of SBL
Energy Limited, and safety
measures were not followed by
the explosives manufacturer.

Xinhua

US mass shooting possibly motivated by Iran strikes — media

TEXAS March 2

The gunman who Kkilled two
people and injured over a dozen
in Texas may have been moti-
vated by US strikes on Iran that
killed the country’s supreme
leader and caused widespread
civilian casualties, according to
law enforcement sources cited
by US media.

The attack occurred in a busy
nightlife district in Austin near
the University of Texas shortly
before 2am on Sunday.

The suspect, identified as 53-
year-old Ndiaga Diagne, opened

fire outside Buford’s Backyard
Beer Garden, killing two people
and injuring at least 14 others.
The naturalized US citizen, ori-
ginally from Senegal, drove
past the venue several times
before stopping and firing a
pistol from his SUV at people
gathered outside, according to
Austin Police Chief Lisa Davis.

A law enforcement source
familiar with the investigation
told the New York Post that the
violence was “potentially an
act of vengeance over the US
attack on Iran.”

AlexDoran, the acting agentin
charge of the FBI’s San Antonio
office, said the shooting was
being investigated as a potential
act of terrorism. “It’s still too
early to make a determination
on that,” Doran added.

The incident occurred a day
after US and Israeli forces laun-
ched a large-scale strike on
Iran, killing Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, senior
officials, and hundreds of civi-
lians, including more than 100
children, according to Iranian
authorities. Tehran has since

retaliated with missile and drone
strikes targeting US and Israeli
militarybases across the Middle
East. A Reuters/Ipsos poll pu-
blished on Sunday found that
only one in four Americans
backed the strikes, with roughly
half of respondents saying US
President Donald Trump is too
eager to use military force.
“Combat operations continue
at this time in full force, and they
will continue until all of our obje-
ctives are achieved,” Trump
declared in a Sunday evening
address. RT

17 Kkilled, 15 injured in Pakistan military strikes in eastern
Afghanistan in 1 day

KABUL March 2

Atleast 17 civilians were killed
and 15 others injured over the
past 24 hours following attacks
carried out by Pakistani military
forces in eastern Afghanistan,
the local media Tolo News said
on Monday.

The casualties were reported
after military strikes hit resi-
dential areas in Nangarhar and
Kunar provinces. The wounded
were transferred to nearby

medical facilities for treatment
while the condition of several
injured remains serious, the
report said.

Authorities said women and
children were among the victims,
and assessments of casualties
and damages are ongoing.

In recent days, military ten-
sions between Afghanistan and
Pakistan have escalated with
several rounds of exchange of
ire. Xinhua

Tiirkiye’s ruling party condemns U.S.-Israeli attacks on Iran as “unlawful”

ANKARA March 2

Tiirkiye's ruling Justice and
Development Party (AK Party)
on Monday denounced recent
strikes by the United States and
Israel against Iran, calling them
aviolation of international law.

"The attack carried out by the
U.S. and Israel against our nei-
ghbor Iran is unlawful, unjust,
lacks legal legitimacy, and
violates international law," AK
Party spokesperson Omer Celik
said in a statement following a

meeting of the party's Central
Decision-Making and Mana-
gement Board.

Celik criticized the timing of
the strikes, noting they occurr-
ed while nuclear negotiations
were still ongoing, signaling a
departure from diplomacy and
dialogue.

"Such interventions against
a UN member state have no
legal basis," he added.

The statement echoed com-
ments made late Saturday by

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, who said in Istanbul
that the attacks violated Iran's
sovereignty and threatened the
safety of its people.

Erdogan expressed sorrow
and concern over the escalation,
while also reiterating that Iran's
own attacks on Gulf countries
were unacceptable.

Warning that the region risk-
ed being "dragged into a circle
of fire" without restraint and
diplomatic engagement, Erdo-

gan called for urgent action to
prevent further bloodshed. He
added that Ankara would inten-
sify diplomatic efforts to secure
a ceasefire and revive negotia-
tions.

The United States and Israel
launched large-scale airstrikes
against Iran on Saturday morn-
ing, prompting retaliatory missile
and drone attacks from Tehran
onIsraeland U.S. assets in the
Gulf region.

Xinhua
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also presented Agga Maha Ga-
nthavacaka Pandita Title and
insignia to Nun Daw Kalyasingi
of Thameikdawdaya Nunnery
in Sagaing of Sagaing Region.
Afterwards, the Senior Gene-
ral presented Agga Maha Thiri
Thudhamma Manizawtadhara
Title and insignia to U Kyaw Soe
Win (a) U Khant Sithu and Thiri
Thudhamma Manizawtadhara
Title and insignia to U Zaw Latt
and U Tin Maung Win, respec-
tively.

The Commission Vice Chair-
man handed Thiha Thudhamma
Manizawtadhara Title and insi-
gnia to Thura U Myint Maung.

The wife of the Senior General
gave Agga Maha Thiri Thudha-
mma Theingi Title and insignia
to Dr Htay Htay Khaing, Daw
Htay Htay Win, Daw Nyunt Yin
Win and Daw Thida Aung, Thiri
Thudhamma Theingi Title and
insignia to Daw Nang Aye Khant
and Daw Khin Thida, Thiha
Thudhamma Theingi Title and
insignia to Daw San San Aye,

X
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Daw Nyunt Yin Win.

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla presents Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamm

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents Thiri Thudhamma Manizawtadhara Title to U Tin Maung Win.

Daw Ohnma Myint, Daw Nilar,
Daw War War Thin, Daw Thinza
Win Sein, Dr Daw Nang Kue Ku
and Daw Thida Lwin while the
wife of the Vice-Senior Geneal
presented Thiha Thudhamma
Theingi Title and insignia to Daw
Tin Moe Nwe, Dr Aye Khaing
Nyunt, Daw Khin Hnin Wai,
Daw Marlar Tint, Dr Daw Tin
Lin Myint, Daw Khin Lay Myint,
Daw Khin Hla Win, Daw Su
Nyunt Oo, Daw Than Than Aye,
Dr Nanda Hmun and Daw Kyu
Kyu Soe, respectively.
Secretary of SSMNC Patron
of Masoeyein Taikthit Mona-
stery Sayadaw of Dhamma Tha-
maindi pariyati school in Manda-

lay Agga Maha Pandita Agga
Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Maha Dhamma Kahtika Bahu-
jana Hitadhara Bhaddanta Va-
selabhivamsa delivered a ser-
mon, and the congregation
shared merits gained. The cere-
mony ended with three-time
recitation of “Buddha Sasanam
Ciram Titthatu”.

The rice offering ceremony
followed. The Senior General
and his wife together with Vice-
Senior General Soe Win and
his wife Daw Than Than Nwe,
Commission member Prime
Minister U Nyo Saw and his
wife, Commission member Ex-
ecutive Chief U Aung Lin Dway

and his wife, Commission Se-
cretary General Ye Win Oo and
his wife, Commission members
and their wives, union-level
dignitaries, union ministers
and their wives, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council Chairman, senior
military officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief and
their wives, the commander
of Nay Pyi Taw Command, de-
partmental personnel and well-
wishers offered rice and alms to
the Sayadaws and the nun who
have accepted religious titles
for 2026 at relevant pavalions
in the precinct of Maravijaya
Buddha Park.

100

Farmers plant vegetable plants on extended sown acreage in Homalin District

HOMALIN Mach 2

Local farmers expanded cultivation
of vegetable crops to exceed the target
cultivation in Homalin District of Sa-
gaing Region, according to the District
Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, Homalin District plans to
cultivate 2,950 acres of vegetable crops.
Planting began in October 2025, and as
of today, 2,895 acres have been planted
in Homalin Township and 125 acres
in Mobailuk Town, bringing the total
cultivated area to 3,020 acres, according
to reports.

“During this winter cropping season
in Homalin District, 2,950 acres of vege-
table crops were originally targeted for
cultivation, but as of today 3,020 acres
have already been planted. The crops
include mustard greens, chilli, culinary
herbs, potatoes, cabbage, eggplant and
cauliflower. Farmers are being pro-
vided with technical guidance so that
all vegetables can be cultivated in line
with GAP standards. We are also giving
farmers technical support to ensure
that vegetables are grown in a health-
compliant manner with minimal che-
mical residues,” said Daw Su Su Htway;,

District Head of the Homalin District
Department of Agriculture.

For the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, the township-wise cultivation
targets for vegetable crops in Homalin
District are 2,850 acres in Homalin
Township and 100 acres in Mobailuk
Town, totalling 2,950 acres, it is reported.

This year, the relevant township
Departments of Agriculture in Homalin
District are providing vegetable far-
mers with technical training on GAP-
based cultivation methods, guidance
to ensure that vegetables produced
from farms are safe and suitable for

consumption, and support to encou-
rage the expansion of vegetable culti-
vation.

In Homalin District, a wide variety
of seasonal vegetables are cultivated
annually. These crops are reported to be
growing successfully and contributing
to household incomes. Township Dep-
artments of Agriculture are also raising
awareness among vegetable farmers
on correct cultivation practices, pest
prevention, and the preparation and use
of organic fertilizers, natural pesticides
and repellents.

SK

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.
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