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Diamond jubilee prize-presentation ceremony of National
Literary Award for Lifetime Achievement, National
Literature Awards and Sarpay Beikman Manuscript Awards
for 2023 held; Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla attend the ceremony and present awards

Nay Pyi Taw December 1

National Literary Award
for Lifetime Achievement,
National Literature Awards
and Sarpay Beikman Manu-
script Awards for 2023 were
presented at the ceremony
held at MICC1 in com-
memoration of the Diamond
Jubilee National Literature
Awards here this morning.
Chairman of State Adminis-
tration Council Prime Min-
ister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing and wife Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla attended the
ceremony and presented
awards.

Present together with the
Senior General and wife were
Joint SAC Secretary General
Ye Win Oo and wife, SAC
members and wives, union
ministers and wives, union
level officials and wives,

senior mllltary officers from
Office of Commander-in-
Chiefand wives, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,
deputy ministers, members
of award selection commit-
tee, award winners, literati,
artists, literature enthusiasts
and officials.

The Senior General and
wife formally opened the
Diamond Jubilee commemo-
rative exhibition by pushing
a button.

The Senior General and
wife and attendees looked
around the exhibition, bi-
ographies and photos of
the award winners, award-
winning works,
and periodicals, exhibi-
tion showing the Myanmar
literature development in
Inwa period and literature
exhibitions.

iDiamondplubileelprizespresentationfceremonyfofgNationalilfitecapy/Awarditors

Then the ceremony be- video clip on enhancing the
gan, and the Senior General prestige of the nation and

and attendees enjoyed the people through the power of

song honouring the diamond literature.

jubilee ceremony staged

In his address, the Senior

by artists of MRTV and a General said as a cultural

books &

ng Hlalng addreses the'Diamond Jub eep

tradition, the country has
observed the Sarsodaw Day
ceremony on the first waxing
day of the Myanmar month,
Nattaw, since 1944 in honour
of the literature works of the

well-versed literary scholars
and men and women of let-
ters who had served the inter-
est of the nation and people
with the might of pen.

See Page 13
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From Page 12

From Bagan period till
now, Myanmar literature has
the thousand years of history.
Efforts for the development
of literature world that is
the main stem of the various
branches of Myanmar culture
and art during the periods
from Bagan period, Pinya
period, Inwa period, Toungoo
period, Nyaungyan period,
Konboung period, and colo-
nial period to the present age
deserve honour and respect.

Literature is the source
of all branches of culture
and arts, apart from ideas,
habits, behaviors, customs,
religion, relationships. Liter-
ature is the cultural pillar and
various kinds of books are
the mirror of the successive
ages of mankind. Books are
people’s good friends, and
the improvement in literary
knowledge and the national
pride has direct relations. As
literature reflects the standard
of civilization of a country,
literary scholars, individual
persons, organizations and
new generations who value
literature must protect, pre-
serve and the hand down
the fine traditions of Myan-
mars’ honourable values of
literature.

The practice of selecting
the valuable works of literary
scholars created for the ben-
efit of the country and people
for national level literature
awards and holding of annual
prize-presentation ceremony

on Sarsodaw Day is the na-
tion’s priceless tradition.
The tradition that began in
1948 has reached its diamond
jubilee now.

Sarpay Beikman, estab-
lished in August 1947 under
the leadership of General
Aung San, the architect of
Myanmar’s independence,
aimed to promote interna-
tional knowledge among
ethnic communities through
the publication of translated
literature. In 1948, the institu-
tion presented the first-ever
“Sarpay Beikman Contem-
porary Novel Award” for the
Development of Myanmar
Literature.

The “Sarpay Beikman
Award for Contemporary
Novels” has undergone sev-
eral name changes over the
years, including “Sarpay
Beikman Award” “Arts and
Literature Award” and ‘“Na-
tional Literature Award.”
Along with these chang-
es, the scope of subjects
and the prize amounts have
been periodically expanded
and enhanced. For the 2023
National Literature Award,
prizes will be presented in 19
categories.

The “Sarpay Beikman
Manuscript Award” is pre-
sented annually to recog-
nize and promote outstand-
ing manuscripts by authors
whose works remain unpub-
lished for various reasons.
This year, awards will be
given in 13 categories.

Furthermore, the “Na-
tional Literary Awards for
Lifetime Achievement ” has
been presented annually since
2001 to honor individuals
who have made significant
contributions to the develop-
ment of Myanmar literature,
as well as to the nation and its
people, through their lifelong
dedication and service.

For this year’s National
Literary Awards, winners
were chosen for 15 out of the
19 specified categories from
a total of 1,050 books first
time published in 2023. Simi-
larly, for the Sarpay Beikman
Manuscript Award, 30 out-
standing manuscripts were
selected across 13 categories
from a pool of 284 submis-
sions. The awards will be
presented at this ceremony.

The award selection com-
mittee has determined that
the authors, books, and man-
uscripts honored with the Na-
tional Literary Award and the
Sarpay Beikman Manuscript
Award encompass works
by emerging writers, mid-
career writers, and seasoned
writers. These works reflect
contemporary ideas and per-
spectives, promote goodwill
and empathy, and incorporate
modern technologies and sci-
ences—both domestic and
foreign—that contribute to
national development and
security.

Additionally, the selected
works include scientific con-
tent presented in away that is

accessible and easily under-
stood by the public.

The National Literary
Award for Lifetime Achieve-
ment was also presented as
part of an effort to honor
distinguished literary fig-
ures and expand the number
of awards given each year.
From 2001 to 2011, only one
person was awarded each
year. Later, the number of
recipients increased to two
or three per year. During our
tenure, we honored up to four
individuals annually. This
year, we will honor up to six
literary scholars.

The Senior General
said he took pride in activ-
ity of the State in deserv-
edly honouring all doyen
literati as National Lifetime
Award winners for Literary
Achievement.

The State Administration
Council is striving for shap-
ing a peaceful and prosperous
future and good present of
the State and the people. In
so doing, the Senior General
firmly believes that strength
of literati will be reliable and
beneficial for the State. The
government fulfills the needs
of scholars from literary and
fine arts sectors so as to show
off their fine arts qualification
and creation. Now, Sarso
Beikman building which
will benefit literati and liter-
ary realm is being built in
cooperation with the Indian
government.

In the book publishing
sector, the government pro-
vides necessary aid for liter-
ary arena to exchange literary
culture with international
community. Moreover, out-
standing persons in the liter-
ary and fine arts realms are
being offered with honorary
titles.

Fake news, hate speech
and unaccredited information
without ethics are destroying
peace, stability and develop-
ment momentum of the coun-
try. These can disintegrate
the national solidarity. These
disturb the goal of peace all
the people aspire to.

It is necessary to turn out
well-versed human resources

in undertaking overall devel-
opment of the Union, forging
durable peace and building
the Union based on democ-
racy and federalism as part of
shaping a future democratic
new nation. Hence, now is
time to uplift capacity of
youths who are strength of
the future State. As such, they
have to read good literature
of doyen literati to accumu-
late knowledge.

As books which were
not published and read many
years ago are new for all
readers, good literature must
be republished for new gen-
eration youths. Hence, guid-
ance has been given to the
Ministry of Information to
republish Public Science
treatise volumes published by
the Myanmar Translation So-
ciety and other proper books.
Now, Myawady Literature
House is also publishing
proper books.

The State Administration
Council is implementing
the roadmap and objectives
in order to build the Union
aligned with the aspiration
of the people. To be able
to achieve success in these
measures, it is necessary
to turn out well-versed hu-
man resources and shape a
knowledgeable society. In
this regard, the knowledge
and life guidance of books
and literature can contribute
a great deal to emergence of
the prosperous society.

Honouring and pay re-
spect to monk authors and lit-
erati who served interests of
the country with the strength
of literature and uplifted pres-
tige of the State in Myanmar
history are an honourable fine
tradition of Myanmar. Doyen
literati have to pass such fine
tradition on new generations.
Those new generations have
to follow literary ethics and
create fine literature for the
readers to serve interests of
the nationality, language and
region and polish image of
the State. The Senior General
then urged all to participate
in measures to develop the
Myanmar literary realm.

The Senior General and

his wife presented medals,
cash awards and gifts to
National Lifetime Award
winners for Literary Achieve-
ment: literati Sayagyi Dr Min
Tin Mon (Paragu Min Nan-
da), literati Sayagyi Dr Toe
Hla, literati Sayagyi U Nyunt
Swe (Maung Swe Thet),
literati Sayagyi U Than Swe
(Maung Than Swe-Dawei),
literati Dr Kyaw Win (Re-
tired Professor of History
and literati Sayagyi U Nyunt
Tin (Maung Nyein Thu-
Gyobingauk) respectively.

Union Minister for Infor-
mation U Maung Maung Ohn
presented gifts to mark the
diamond jubilee celebration
to the Senior General and
his wife.

Council Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, Council
members General Mya Tun
0o, Admiral Tin Aung San,
General Maung Maung Aye,
Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, General
Nyo Saw, Union Ministers
U Win Shein and U Maung
Maung Ohn awarded win-
ners in the national literature
award and Sarpay Beik-
man Manuscript Contest
respectively.

National Lifetime Award
winner for Literary Achieve-
ment Sayagyi U Kyaw Win
(Professor of History Depart-
ment-Retired) spoke words
of appreciation.

Artistes from Myanma
Radio and Television under
the Ministry of Information
and artistes from the Fine
Arts Department under the
Ministry of Religious Affairs
and Culture performed choral
dance with the title of “liter-
ary goodwill and wishes” and
a drama with the title of “light
of literature”.

The Senior General, his
wife and attendees posed for
documentary photos with
award winners.

After the ceremony, the
Senior General and his wife
and party had the lunch to-
gether with the award winners.

After the lunch, the Sen-
ior General and his wife
cordially greeted the award
winners, artistes and literary

scholars. 100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

RubliciNoticeMforEliminationtotéViolence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Honorary dinner hosted for ceremony to present national
literary awards for lifetime achievements, national
literary awards, Sarpay Beikman manuscript awards
for 2023 in commemoration of the 75™ anniversary
diamond ]ubllee national literary awards

Nay Pyi Taw December 1
An honorary dinner was

hosted this evening for the
ceremony to present national
literary awards for lifetime
achievements, national liter-
ary awards, Sarpay Beikman
manuscript awards for 2023
in commemoration of the 75%
anniversary diamond jubilee

national literary awards at
the International Conven-
tion Centre-1 in Nay Pyi
Taw and Chairman of the
State Administration Coun-
cil Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing
attended the ceremony and
the dinner.

Also present at the

events together with the 4
Senior General were wife &

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, Joint

Secretary General Ye Win |

Oo and wife and members
of the SAC and their wives,
union ministers, union level
officials and their wives,
senior military officers from
the office of the Command-

er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices and their wives, the

¥ commander of Nay Pyi Taw
g Command, deputy min-

isters, members veteran
writers of the award scruti-
nizing committe, award win-
ner, academics, artists and
officials.

First, the Senior General

and wife were welcomed by
attendees.

Then, the Senior General
and wife enjoyed the dinner
together with the guests.

Before and during the

dinner, artists from the Fine
Arts Department of the Min-
istry of Religious Affairs
and Culture, the MRTV of

Ministry of Culture and the
Myawady band of the Di-
rectorate of Public Relations
and Psychological Warfare
entertained the guests with
music and dances.

After the dinner, the
Senior General and wife
presented a honorary flower
basket for the artists. 100

Bitter gourd in high trading in
Kyaiklat Township

Kyaiklat December 1

Bitter gourd produced
by Kyaiklat Township of
Ayeyawady Region is high
demand with good trading in
the market, said Daw Thida,
the owner of green grocery
wholesale centre in Kyaiklat

Township.

Starting from the second
week of November, bitter
gourd is in high demand at
the market. In the domestic
market, some 25,000 pieces
of bitter gourds are being
traded daily.

Daw Thida explained: “Bit-
ter gourds produced by Kyaikat
Township is in good trading. It
was planted in monsoon. The
township produces quality fruits.
Local farmers produce quality
and healthy fruits.”

In the domestic market

in Kyaiklat Township, bitter
gourd is fetching K20,000
per 100 fruits. Local mer-
chants and farmers dispatch
bitter gourds and other green
groceries to Pathein, Kyaung-
gon, Pantanaw and Maubin
townships. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Syrian forces regain territory, halt rebel
advance in Hama amid heavy fighting

Damascus December 1

Syrian government forces
launched a counteroffensive
in the northern countryside
of Hama province in central
Syria, reclaiming key ar-
eas from rebel groups after
days of intense clashes, state
media and a war monitor
reported Sunday.

Units of the Syrian army
reinforced their defensive
lines overnight with addi-
tional firepower, personnel,
and equipment, successfully

repelling attacks by terrorist
organizations and prevent-
ing any breaches, the Syrian
Defense Ministry said in a
statement.

"Our armed forces man-
aged to secure several areas
after expelling the terror-
ists, most notably Qalaat al-
Madiq and Maardas, killing
dozens of them while the rest
fled," the ministry added.

State-run Syrian televi-
sion reported that approxi-
mately 1,000 militants from

the militant group Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) and
affiliated groups were killed
over the past three days dur-
ing the army's operations.

The Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, a
Britain-based war monitor,
confirmed that government
forces have dispatched sig-
nificant reinforcements in
recent hours.

Since early Sunday morn-
ing, warplanes have con-
ducted a series of airstrikes

targeting areas around Mork,
Khan Sheikhoun, Kafr Nabl,
Hazarin, and Tal Kokba
in the northwestern prov-
ince of Idlib and northern
Hama areas recently seized
by the HTS. There were
no immediate reports of
casualties.

According to the Ob-
servatory, the intensive air-
strikes have halted the ad-
vance of rebel factions in the
Hama countryside.

Xinhua

Romanians vote for
new parliament as
presidential race
pending

Bucharest December 1

Romanian voters cast bal-
lots for a new parliament on
Sunday, shortly after the dark
horse independent candidate
Calin Georgescu's lead in the
first round of the presidential
election.

More than 18 million
Romanian citizens, includ-
ing those living abroad, cast
ballots to fill 332 seats in the
Chamber of Deputies and 137
in the Senate.

A total of 18,968 polling
stations across Romania's 42
constituencies opened at 7:00
a.m. local time (0500 GMT)
and will close at 9:00 p.m.
(1900 GMT).

Additionally, 950 polling
stations abroad are operating
over the weekend, on both

Saturday and Sunday.

By Sunday morning at
7:00 a.m., 170,094 diaspora
voters had cast their ballots,
almost twice the turnout at
the same time in 2020, ac-
cording to real-time data
from the Permanent Electoral
Authority.

Over 8,000 candidates
from 31 political parties, alli-
ances, and 19 national minor-
ity organizations contested
the election.

Major parties in the race
include the Social Demo-
cratic Party, SOS Romania,
National Liberal Party, Al-
liance for the Union of Ro-
manians, Right Force, Hun-
garian Democratic Union of
Romania, and Save Romania

Union. Xinhua
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