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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects
tasks carried out for better drainage system along
Yangon-Pathein road in Hlaingtharyar Township

'Yango -Patheln ‘road/in) Hla'ngtharyar To vnship®

Nay Pyi Taw July 20
Chairman of the State
Administration Council

Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, ac-
companied by his entourage
including SAC Joint Sec-

retary General Ye Win Oo,
the Yangon Region chief
minister, the commander
of Yangon Command and
officials, inspected the tasks
being carried out for bet-
ter drainage systems along

the Yangon-Pathein raod
in Hlaingtharyar Town-
ship in Yangon Region this
morning.

First, the Senior Gen-
eral and party inspected the
upgrading tasks for better

drainage systems and con-
struction of pavements on
both sides of the Yangon-
Pathein Road in Hlaingth-
aryar Township and gave
necessary instruction on
cleanliness and meeting

the standards of roads and
construction of better drain-
age systems by considering
factors related to blocking
the drainage and other needs.

Then, the Senior General
and party inspected upgrad-

ing tasks being carried out
for better drainage systems
and expansion of roads along
Nyaungdone road and No. 4
expressway in Shwepyithar
township by car.

100

Nawnghkio-Kyaukkyan-Ummakha-Ummathi-
PyinOoLwin-Mandalay route reopens, cement transport
for construction projects accelerated

Cementiloadedgtrucks/seen;c

Nay Pyi Taw July 20

The Tatmadaw has been
conducting counter-terrorism
operations across regional

command territories to en-
sure public safety. On July
16, the Tatmadaw success-
fully regained full control

over the Taungkham area and
Nawnghkio town, which had
been temporarily occupied
by terrorist insurgents.

During the insurgents'
occupation of the Taung-
kham area and Nawnghkio
Township, local residents
were forced to abandon their
livelihoods and flee their
homes, leading to severe

{ socio-economic decline.

Additionally, the terror-
ists blocked the Nawnghkio-
Kyaukkyan-Ummakha-Um-
mathi road, disrupting the
flow of goods in the region.
As a result, daily cement
production from the Crown
Cement Factory, located
about seven miles northwest
of Nawnghkio near Laung
Hpan Village, could not
be efficiently transported
to areas in need—particu-
larly those affected by the
Mandalay earthquake. This

shortage forced civilians to
purchase cement at inflated
prices.

With the Tatmadaw’s
recapture of the Taungkham
area and Nawnghkio Town-
ship, the Nawnghkio-Kyauk-
kyan-Ummakha-Ummathi-
PyinOoLwin-Mandalay
route has been reopened,
allowing smooth transporta-
tion of goods and accelerat-
ing regional development
projects. Local residents
have now begun returning
to their homes in safety and
can gradually restore their
daily lives and economic
activities.

Thanks to the reopen-
ing of this critical route, 59
trucks carrying cement from
the Crown Cement Factory

were able to transport a total
0f 1,947 tons (36,580 bags of
cement) to Mandalay today.
Each truck carried 33 tons,
ensuring a steady supply
for reconstruction efforts.
This will allow civilians to
purchase cement at more
affordable prices for rebuild-
ing homes, roads, bridges,
pagodas, and other structures
damaged by the Mandalay
earthquake.

The government is ac-
tively working to improve
the socio-economic condi-
tions of people across the
nation. Meanwhile, the Tat-
madaw continues to enhance
security operations in certain
regions and states to protect
civilians from the threat of

terrorist violence. 100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NU
and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.

G”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the lives
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Kalay District places more than 3,000 acres
of croplands under plgeon pea this year

Kalay July 20

Local farmers planted
3,088 acres of pigeon pea on
croplands in Kalay District
of Sagaing Region this year,
according to the district Ag-
riculture Department.

They started cultivation
of crops in May this year.
So far, they have planted
3,088 acres of pigeon pea
against the target of 3,400
acres of crops, 781 acres

of which were cultivated in
Kalay Township, 35 acres in
Kalewa Township and 2,722
acres in Mingin Township.
"This year, during the
monsoon cropping sea-
son in Kalay District, over
3,000 acres of pigeon pea are
planned to be cultivated. As
of today, 3,088 acres have
already been cultivated. Ef-
forts will continue to ensure
that the full target acreage

is achieved. Measures are
also being taken to ensure
high yields from the pigeon
pea crops. Pigeon peas are
being cultivated both as a
standalone crop and as an
intercropped or mixed crop,"
said U Aung, Head of the
Kalay District Department
of Agriculture.

For the 2025-2026 mon-
soon cropping season, Ka-
lay Township earmarked

cultivation of 1,097 acres of
pigeon pea, Kalewa Town-
ship 35 acres, and Mingin
Township 2,268 acres, total-
ling 3,400 acres.

This year, the relevant
township agricultural offices
in Kalay District have been
providing guidance to farm-
ers growing pigeon peas on
selecting quality and pure
seeds, educating on proper
cultivation methods, pro-

<& moting pest prevention prac-

tices, and offering technical

= field support to help achieve
=4 Dbetter yields.

Additionally, the town-
ship-level agriculture de-
partments in Kalay District
are promoting cost-effective
fertilization techniques for
pigeon pea farmers. This
includes the combined use
of urea and related materi-
als, which helps reduce input
costs while keeping crops
free from pests and enhanc-
ing plant health and growth.

206

3 killed, 150 rescued
after passenger ship
catches fire in
Indonesia

Jakarta July 20

At least three people
were killed and about 150
others rescued after a pas-
senger ship caught fire in
the waters of Indonesia's
North Sulawesi province on
Sunday, according to Veri
Ariyanto, a senior official
at the provincial Search and
Rescue Office.

"Three people were
killed, and nearly 150 were
rescued safely. They were
rescued by the joint rescue
team and local fishermen's
boats," he told Xinhua.

The search and rescue

operation is still underway.
Two ships, several rigid
inflatable boats, and other
vessels have been deployed,
Ariyanto said.
The ship, KM Barcelona
5, caught fire while sailing
in the waters off Manado,
the capital city of the prov-
ince, at around 1:00 p.m.
local time, Dani Repi, head
of the quick reaction team
of the provincial Disaster
Management and Mitigation
Agency, said.
Approximately 280 peo-
ple were on board, he said.
Xinhua

Dragon fruits marketable in Yekyl Townshlp

Yekyi July 20

Demand is high in the
domestic market of Yekyi
Township in Ayeyawady
Region to purchase dragon
fruits, said Daw Htay Htay
Yi, the owner of agricul-
tural product trading in Yekyi
Township.

In Yekyi Township, lo-
cally grown dragon fruits
have seen strong purchasing
demand and good trade per-
formance from the second
week of July until today.
These local dragon fruits
are currently selling for up
to K150,000 per 100 pieces
of fruit. In addition to local

markets, demand from the
Yangon market has also been
strong.

“Locally grown agricul-
tural products from Yekyi
Township are being trans-
ported and sold in the Yangon

market. Since the second |

week of this month, buyers
from Yangon have been ac-
tively purchasing the fruits.
At present, a large number of
dragon fruits are being sold.
This is the harvest season for
dragon fruits in Yekyi, and
the fruits being produced are
of good quality. They are also
in high demand in the mar-
ket,” said Daw Htay Htay Yi.

- drago fruits?

In Yekyi Township, farm-
ers cultivate dragon fruits
organically on plots ranging
from one to five acres per
farmer. The cultivation is
done in collaboration among
local entrepreneurs, farmers,

and agricultural experts. Due
to the strong market perfor-
mance of these local dragon
fruits, plans are underway
to expand cultivation ar-
eas in the upcoming summer
season. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Kyunhla Township manages cultivation of
over 3,000 green gram during this monsoon

Kyunhla July 20

Township Agriculture
Department in Kyunhla
Township stated that local
farmers have planted more
than 3,000 acres of green
gram in Kyunhla Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026
monsoon cropping season,
5,412 acres of green gram are
planned to be cultivated in
Kyunhla Township. Cultiva-

tion began in May this year,
and as of today, 3,921 acres
have already been planted.
"This year, during the
monsoon cropping season,
over 5,000 acres of green
gram are planned to be culti-
vated in Kyunhla Township.
So far, more than 3,000 acres
have already been planted.
Efforts are being made to
ensure the target acreage
is fully achieved. Aware-

ness campaigns are being
conducted to encourage ex-
panded cultivation and to
promote the use of quality
seeds for better yields," said
Daw Myint Myint Yi, Head
of the Kyunhla Township
Department of Agriculture.
Officials of the Township
Agriculture Department help
local farmers choose qual-
ity seeds of crops suitable
for the region, use correct

agricultural techniques, pre-
vent pests and systematically
feed crops with fertilizers in
order to boost per-acre yield
of crops.

Moreover, official coop-
erate with local farmers to
produce quality crops. So,
the department provided
agricultural inputs, agricul-
tural techniques and post-
harvest technology to local

farmers. 206

Italy's exports
under strain amid

U.S. tariffs and
currency headwinds

Rome July 20
As a trade deal between
the United States and the Eu-

|| ropean Union (EU) remains

unresolved, Italy is grappling
with dual challenges: a new
round of U.S. tariffs that could
directly hit its export-reliant
economy and a weakening
U.S. dollar that effectively
acts as an "implicit" tariff on
Italian exports.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has announced the de-
cision to impose a 30 percent
tariff on imports from the EU
and Mexico starting Aug. 1,
adding fresh uncertainty for
Italian exporters who depend
heavily on the American
market.

According to Italy's Na-
tional Institute of Statistics
(ISTAT), Italy ranked as the

EU's third-largest exporter
to the United States in 2024,
with shipments to that market
accounting for 10 percent
of its total exports, a share
comparable to Germany and
higher than France or Spain.
In 2024, Italy posted a
trade surplus of 39 billion
euros with the United States.
Exports to the United States
represent 22.2 percent of
Italy's sales to non-EU coun-
tries, exceeding the EU aver-
age of 19.7 percent. Italy's
top export sectors to the
United States include bever-
ages, automobiles, and other
transport equipment, accord-
ing to a report by Confindus-
tria, Italy's major association
representing manufacturing

and service companies.
Xinhua
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US develops LUCAS kamikaze
drone to surpass Iranian Shahed-136
as loitering munitions become core
to future warfare. o3 oo0000(g§s3
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