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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
Chairman of the State Admini-
stration Council Prime Minister;
received a delegation led by
H.E. Mr. Batu Khasikov, Head of
Kalmykia, Russian Federation,
this morning at the Credential
Hall of the Chairman’s Office
in Nay Pyi Taw.

The meeting was attended by
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
along with Joint Secretary of
the Council General Ye Win Oo,
Union Ministers U Tin Oo Lwin
and U Min Naung; and Deputy
Ministers. The Russian delega-
tion included H.E. Mr. Iskander
Azizov, Ambassador of Russia to
Myanmar, and other represen-
tatives.

During the meeting, discus-

1D VN1 '@ D10) WX (O )\ B E-mail:mwddailynewspapergroup@gmail.com

Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing meets delegation led by Head of Ka]mykla
Russian Federation

sions focused on strengthening
the friendly relations and co-
operation between Myanmar
and the Russian Federation, as
well as enhancing collaboration
between Myanmar and the
Republic of Kalmykia. The par-
ties discussed key issues, such
as the upcoming International
Buddhist Forum to be held in
Kalmykia in 2025, Myanmar

Tt

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives H.E. Mr. Batu Khasikov, Head of Kalmykia, Russian Federation.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing shakes hands with H.E. Mr. Batu Khasikov.

support for the event, and opp-
ortunities to foster trust-based
and economic cooperation to
promote tourism between Mya-
nmar and Kalmykia. Other
areas of discussion included
mutual cooperation in the fields
of education, agriculture, and
livestock development, as well
as the potential for exchange
visits between responsible offi-

cials from both sides to further
enhance collaboration. Both
sides exchanged views openly
and constructively on these
topics.

Atthe conclusion ofthe meeting,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
and H.E. Mr. Batu Khasikov
exchanged commemorative gifts
and posed for a group photo-
graph. 100

Myanmar Press Council holds affirmation ceremony; Chairman of State Admi-
M1n Aung Hlalng dehvers

nistration Council Prime Minister Seni
I r

address

NAY PYI TAW December 10

Affirmation ceremony of the
members of Myanmar Press
Council was held at Thabin Hall
of State Administration Council
Chairman’s Office, here this
afternoon, address by Chairman
of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing

Also present were SAC Secre-
tary General Aung Lin Dway,
SAC Joint Secretary Gene-

ral Ye Win Oo, SAC members,
See Page - 19»»

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
addresses the Affirmation ceremony
of the members of Myanmar Press
Council.
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union level officials, union
ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chair, deputy minis-
ters, officials, Chair of MPC
Dr Tin Tun Oo, vice chairs,
members, the secretary and
the joint secretary.

First, the chair of MPC, vice
chairs, members, the secretary
and the joint secretary took
the oath in the presence of the
Senior General.

In his address, the Senior
General said in all seriousness,
the media sector is regarded
as the State’s fourth estate. So,
serious attention is paid to the
media sector and enthusiastic
efforts are being made for the
progress of the media world.

The country is on the way
towards correctly exercising
democracy and building a
Union based on democracy and
federalism. A democratic society
can exercise the freedom of
expression in accord with the
law. So also, good governance
and progress are essential.
There must be a balance and
harmony between all those
needs.

The State Constitution states
that every citizen has the right
to freely express or publish their
beliefs and opinions, if they are
not against the security of the
State, the rule of law, community
peace or against the laws enac-
ted for the sake of people’s ethics.
Hence, freedom has limits.
The expression should not be
against the existing laws and
should not be a slander against
the freedom and rights of a
person, organization, or the
State. There is the freedom
and rights on one side and
the responsibility, obligation
and morals on the other side
and there must be a balance
between the two.

The media sector plays a
vital role in striking a balance
between the two. It is common
knowledge that politically and
economically powerful groups
are using and raising the media
as their tool to interfere in and
manipulate the developing
countries that are in their initial
stage of democracy transition.
They are exporting news reports
according to their wish through
such media, while ignoring
the attitudes, aspirations and
grievances of the people. The
worst is that the powers are
even applying various kinds
of plots and means to cause
instability, escalate conflicts and
commotions in the developing
countries till they collapse.

Especially, common knowle-
dge of democracy among the
people is “Acceptance of diver-
sity.” Media persons must ex-
ercise the culture of understand-
ing and accepting different opi-
nions, thoughts and professions
and recognizing with respect
their mutual co-existence.

The country has passed thr-
ough various systems through-
out the years after it regained
independence, and various kinds
of pressures have created gaps
inintellectual knowledge, edu-
cation and technical knowledge
among the people. Tatmadaw
is shouldering multiple duties
of the State at present due to
the national requirement. Une-
thical media under alien influe-
nce are indoctrinating the peo-
ple, who have passed through
different eras, with fake news,
misinformation, hate speech in
pushing them towards accepting
wrong opinions and ideas.

Iacknowledge thatjournalists,
as human beings, naturally
have individual preferences
and subjective perspectives.
However, I strongly urge them

to approach their work with
impartiality, setting aside per-
sonal interests and opinions,
particularly when reporting
on national and public affairs.

Furthermore, I would like to
inform you that holding onto
prejudice and failing to approach
matters objectively, focusing
solely on personal beliefs, ign-
oring differing viewpoints, and
promoting hate speech may
lead to being perceived as a
journalist lacking integrity.

If we examine the primary
duties of the Council as outlined
in the Press and Media Law,
they include enhancing the
quality of the press through
monitoring, coordinating with
relevant departments to facili-
tate the import of press and
media equipment, organizing
workshops and seminars, col-
laborating with press organi-
zations to present awards to
outstanding journalists, and de-
veloping and implementing
plans to advance the press and
media industry.

I am pleased and proud to
see that the previous Council
made great efforts to fulfill
these responsibilities. I am
confident that the current
Council will also successfully
carry out these duties. I urge
them to continue their work
with success. Additionally, I
would like to announce that we
have begun the construction
of a large "Sarso Beikman"
building to honor distinguished
literary scholars. This building
will proudly showcase their
literary works, biographies,
and artistic creations, as well
as facilitate activities aimed
at the development of litera-
ture.

If we consider the term
"journalist," then our national
leader, General Aung San, must
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also be recognized as a journ-
alist. Through his role as editor
of Oway Magazine, he was able
to inspire the national spirit
across the country in opposition
to British colonialism. Similarly,
during and after the country's
struggle for independence,
many distinguished literary
scholars used their work to
promote nationalism and union
spirit, helping to preserve
and strengthen the nation's
sovereignty. Therefore, I would
like to express my deepest
respect and honor to all the
great journalists who have
served our nation throughout
history.

We observe that Myanmar
Writers' Association and Myan-
mar Motion Picture Organisa-
tion periodically provide support
to senior literary scholars and
artists. Similarly, I urge you to
explore ways to offer necessary
support to retired journalists
across Myanmar and ensure
that their experience, knowledge,
and insights are passed on to
both the state and the new
generation of journalists.

It is said that journalism is
like a river, flowing with many
branches. The artistic creations
rooted in literature, human life,
socio-economic development,
societal organization, and the
history of politics, economics,
and culture are intertwined,
spreading out like the branches
of ariver.

Therefore, every journalist
or media professional must
contribute positively to the
world and bring benefits to
society. They should reflect the
social lives of all communities
impartially and preserve the
cultural characteristics of their
people and country to ensure
they are not lost.

The scope of media work is so

vast that it cannot be defined in
a specific way. However; it must
be guided by the wisdom and
reasoning of those involved in
the media.

Our country is a developing
nation that has recently transi-
tioned to democracy. Some power-
ful countries are attempting to
influence our nation by criticiz-
ing our human rights and demo-
cratic standards. However, we
are not solely focused on demo-
cratic standards that may not
align with our country. Instead,
we are confidently moving for-
ward toward our goals, guided
by the country's actual situa-
tion, socio-economic develop-
ment, the lessons learned
from our historical experiences,
and the provisions of the Con-
stitution.

In this context, the news
media, as the fourth estate of
the country, must report and
broadecast both truth and false-
hood, good and evil, impartially
and fairly. It should operate
manipulated by any individual
ororganization. The media must
uphold ethical standards, prio-
ritize the interests of the country
and its people, and contribute to
the media landscape in a free,
independent, and impartial
manner. Furthermore, I urge
everyone to oppose and prevent
the spread of propaganda that
is fueling unrest and instability
in the country.

Then, the Senior General
along with the members of the
SAC, posed for a group photo
with the members of the Myan-
mar Press Council.

Later, it was reported that
the Senior General warmly
greeted the members of the Co-
uncil and hosted a tea reception
for them.

100
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In this regard, utmost efforts
are being made to restore inter-
nal peace as the actual essence
ofthe State. Likewise, emphasis
is being placed on successfully
holding a free and fair multi-
party democratic general elec-
tion in order to emerge a Union
based on democracy and feder-
alism the entire people aspire to.
As the multi-party democratic
path the entire people aspire
to will be implemented in the
future without fail, a free and fair
multiparty democratic general
election will be held. To do so,
efforts will be made for ensuring
peace and stability, rule of law

and security measures.
Attempts to deteriorate peace
and stability in the country can
be defined as destroying liberty
and human rights of the en-
tire national people. Armed ter-
rorism violate human rights
of ethnic people. Hence, all en-
tire people are urged to fight
against destructive acts through
unity in order to enjoy equal
rights and peace and stability.
The theme for the 76" Anni-
versary of the International
Human Rights Day 2024 is Qur
rights, Our Future and Right
Now:. By abiding by human rights
under disciplines, it is necessary
to shape a better future. Nowa-

days, the globe faces various
difficulties including instability
and conflicts. Systematic com-
pliance to the human rights will
support to be able to overcome
these challenges and to build a
peaceful and prosperous society
with rule of law. Inequality and
discrimination are different from
human rights norms.

It is necessary to rebut and
remove hate speech, fake news
and fabricated news which can
harm peace and stability as well
as rule of law while initiating
correct and fair and systematic
rights. If so, human rights will
be abasic strength for the world
with peace and equality.

The government will imple-
ment five-point Roadmap and
nine objectives for emergence of
apeaceful, modern, developed,
disciplined, democratic country.
Entire people have tojoin hands
with the government for shaping
apeaceful, socioeconomic dev-
eloped country with high human
rights norms.

Chairman of Myanmar Natio-
nal Human Rights Commission
U Paw Lwin Sein reported on
work progress of the commission
while Vice Chair Dr Nanda Hmun
read the message of the UN
Secretary-General.

The Senior General and dig-
nitaries watched a video clip

on the 76" Anniversary of In-
ternational Human Rights Day.

The Senior General accepted
a commemorative medal to
mark the human rights day
presented by the commission
chairman.

Artistes from the Fine Arts
Department under the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and Culture
presented a song of the human
rights commission with perfor-
mances.

The Senior General and digni-
taries viewed round the documen-
tary photos on enhancement of
human rights and awareness
campaign of the commission.

100
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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win delivers address at Work Coordination Meeting of Illegal
Trade Eradication Steering Commlttee (5/2024)

NAY PYI TAW December 10
Work Coordination Meeting
of the Illegal Trade Eradication
Steering Committee (5/2024)
was held at the conference hall
of the Ministry of Commerce
in Nay Pyi Taw this afternoon
and Chairman of the steering
committee Vice Chairman of
the State Administration Coun-
cil Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win delive-
red an address at the meeting.
Also present at the meeting
were Union Minister U Tun Ohn,
deputy ministers, the chairman
of the Revenue Appellate Trib-
unal, members of Nay Pyi Taw
Council, permanent secretaries,
director generals, chairmen of
organizations and associations
and officials while chairman of
state and region illegal trade
eradication committeesjoined the
meeting via video conferencing.
First, the Vice-Senior General
an address, saying a total of
17 meetings have so far been
held since the formation of the
steering committee and 560
decisions have been made at
the previous 16 meetings. Deci-
sions to be implemented imme-
diately and consistently have
been carried out. As consumers
and domestic entrepreneurs
suffer significant losses due
to illegal trade, it is necessary
to effectively prevent and take
action against illegal trade.
Moreover, the country loses
significant revenues and incurs
costs to combatillegal trade. In
the domestic manufacturing
sector, products manufactured
by local entrepreneurs do not
meet their standards due to
illegally smuggled sub-standard
cheap raw materials and not
only harm local consumers but
also lose export market shares
in the international market.
Cheaply smuggled fake sub-
standard raw materials result
in sub-standard finished pro-
ducts in the local market, cau-
sing losses. It can be seen that
illegal trade conducted through
various ways and means not only
hampers economic develop-
ment of the country severely but
also leads tolosses of revenues
necessary for development of
the country such as commercial
taxes, income taxes and special
commodity taxes, forcing GDP
to decline. Illegal trade can also
decrease the earnings of the

country and cause inflation as
incomes fail to cover expendi-
tures. Therefore, the eradication
ofillegal trade is important and
itis necessary for the steering
committee, special committees
to continue to take action against
illegal trade as they are organi-
zations mainly contributing to
the interests of the country.

It can be seen that negative
consequences of illegal trade
affect human resources of
the country due to accepting
bribes and losing capabilities,
integrity, moral and morale of
government employees. The-
refore, it is necessary to take
more effective action against
illegal trade, which is mainly
hindering the economic develop-
ment of the country; to accelerate
the economic driving force of
the country.

Combat against illegal trade
must be launched thoroughly
and measures must be taken
effectively to boost exports,
domestic production and trade
on the other hand.

All governments in all coun-
tries have their own tenures
and adopt policies for political,
economic and social tasks.
The SAC government has also
adopted political, economic and
social policies and ministries,
state and region governments,
organizations and entrepren-
eurs are required to explore
available ways and means to
achieve success in respective
areas and respective sectors
without delays caused by failure
to consider how to overcome
limits and difficulties in imple-
menting economic policies ado-
pted by the government.

Asthe countryis an agricultu-
ral one, it exported US$-14.641
billion worth of goods in the
2023-2024 fiscal year and It can
be seen that it mainly exported
rice, broken rice, corn, black
gram, green gram, pigeon pea,
sesame, onions, raw rubber,
fishery products and minerals.
As of November in the 2024-2025
fiscal year, the country exported
goods worth US$-9.825 billion.
Therefore, relevant depart-
ments are required to take mea-
sures to provide inputs and
quality raw materials for animal
feeds in a timely manner to
effectively carry out agricul-
ture and livestock breeding
tasks in the current 2024-2025
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Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers an address at the Work Coordination Meeting of Illegal Trade Eradication
Steering Committee (5/2024).

fiscal year in order to boost
exports.

A total of 560 decisions were
made until the 16® meetings of
the steering committee and
during the two years and 11
months period from January,
2022 to November, 2024, illegal
goods worth about MMK 379.247
billion in 17,258 cases

In September, October and
Novemberin 2024, Customs De-
partment made the highest
number arrests and seizures.
Interms of arrests and seizures
in states and regions including
Nay Pyi Taw Council, Mandalay
region made the highest num-
ber of arrests and seizures ,
followed by Kayin State and
Kachin State in the second
and third places. In terms of
commodity categories seized,
raw materials made up the
largest volume while unlicenced
vehicles and vehicles that tran-
sported illegal goods made up
the second largest volume and
investment materials made up
the third largest volume.

In 2024, although monthly
seizures of illegal goods impro-
ved progressively, a review of
export and import records bet-
ween our county and its neigh-
boring trading partners revea-
led significant discrepancies.
Therefore, it is evident that the
leading committee, special task
forces, and relevant authorities
responsible for combating
illegal trade must intensify their
efforts and aim to increase the
effectiveness of seizures by
approximately fourfold.

Regarding exports, the Prime
Minister instructed a doubling
of exports. To achieve this, MS-
MEs and associated domestic
producers are urged to increase
production. However, illicit

trade significantly hinders these
businesses from producing qua-
lity goods that can compete in
the market, leading to potential
losses. Additionally, reliable in-
formation is critical in combat-
ingillegal trade. During Septem-
ber, October, and November
2024, 204 reports were received,
of which 79 were false, 4 were
delayed, and 121 were accurate.
These reports led to 242 cases
with a total seizure value excee-
ding Ks-5 billion. Efforts must
be made to encourage greater
public participation in reporting
illegal activities.

Myanmar has already enacted
laws on trademarks, industrial
designs, copyrights, patents,
and related agency regulations.
MSME operators are urged to
secure intellectual property
rights for their products. Rele-
vant agencies must also ensure
that application processes are
streamlined and completed
within designated timelines
while taking effective legal
action against violators.

Furthermore, issues surroun-
ding intellectual property rights
are not only complex but also
giverise to transnational crimes.
According to findings by the
OECD and WIPO, counterfeit
goods trade is estimated at US$-
509 billion annually, accounting
for 3 percent of global trade.
The trade of counterfeit and
smuggled goods is lucrative
and poses low risks, attracting
more participants.

To promote export growth,
ensure long-term sustainability
for MSMESs, protect consumers,
and prevent tax revenue losses,
effective measures against ille-
gal trade must be implemented.
Relevant departments and age-
ncies must act transparently

and free from corruption.
Additionally, collaboration from
the public and private sectors is
essential to eliminate activities
detrimental to the nation and
its people.

Following this, Committee
Secretary Deputy Minister for
Commerce U Min Min explained
the decisions made during the
Leading Committee Meeting
(4/2024) on Combating Illegal
Trade and outlined completed
activities.

The leading committee office’s
task force leader Director Gen-
eral U Aung Thwin QOo, Director
General of the Central Equipment
Registration and Inspection
Department U Han Win Aung,
Director General of the Customs
Department U Thein Swe, Direc-
tor General of the Trade De-
partment U Myint Thura, and
the Deputy Director General
of the Food and Drug Admini-
stration Department read out
the messages sent to the meet-
ing.

Leading committee members
Union Minister U Tun Ohn, De-
puty Ministers, Nay Pyi Taw
Council members, regional and
state-level task force leaders,
and other officials discussed
findings related to illegal trade,
seizures of narcotics, controlled
chemicals, illegal timber, vehi-
cles, fuel, food, pharmaceuticals,
and cosmetic products. They
also addressed enforcement
measures, prevention strategies,
comparisons of export and
import activities and trade flows
through trade camps.

The meeting concluded with
the Vice-Senior General synthesi-
zing the discussions and provid-
ing closing remarks before the
meeting came to a close.
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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
delivers speech at the ceremony to mark 76" Anniversary of
International Human Rights Day

NAY PYI TAW December 10

Chairman of the State Admini-
stration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
delivered a speech at the cere-
mony to mark the 76" Anniver-
sary of International Human
Rights Day at the Myanmar In-
ternational Convention Centre I
in Nay Pyi Taw this morning.

Also present at the ceremony
were Council Joint Secretary
General Ye Win Oo, council me-
mbers, union-level dignitaries,
Union ministers, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council Chairman, senior
Tatmadaw officers, the comman-
der of Nay Pyi Taw Command,
deputy ministers, officials of
Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission, civil so-
ciety organizations, guests and
students.

In his speech, the Senior Gen-
eral said that the 10 December

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing views publications on human rights promotion.
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers a speech at the ceremony to mark the 76" Anniversary of International Human Rights Day.

These show the evidences for
recognizing the declaration.

People need to follow and enjoy
human rights among them to
develop a country. So, the govern-
ment joined the international
human rights treaties and par-
ticipate in the Universal Perio-
dic Review-UPR.

Moreover, the Myanmar Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion Law was enacted in 2014 to
further promote protection of
the human rights of Myanmar
citizens and the commission was
established. The commission
is implementing missions and
visions in order to emerge a
society for enhancement of
human rights and protection.

The government is striving
for national people residing in
Myanmar to have equal term of
rights and ensure national unity.

See Page - 1900

is a day when the Universal De-
claration of Human Rights iss-
ued by the UN General Assem-
bly and it turns 76 years. Now,
the International Human Rights
Day turns 76 years.

Myanmar voted for the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights to seek approval on 10
December 1948 when Myanmar
has regained independence.
Such a declaration had been
schemed since 1946 and two
years later, the declaration was
released on 10 December 1948.

Myanmar supported the de-
claration and mentioned its con-
stitution with the fundamental
rights and duties of citizens. It
can be seen that important hu-
man rights norms were inserted
into the declaration. The natio-
nal anthem of Myanmar shows
norms of human rights such as
justice, liberty and equality.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence
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“ Towards 30 years of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action:
UNITE to End Violence Against Women”
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