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During the ASEAN Leaders' Meeting heldat the ASEAN Secretariat in
Jakarta, Indonesia on 24 April 2021, the ASEAN Leaders deliberated and
provided recommendations on the developments in Myanmar. At the Meeting,
Myanmar responded that (1) it noted that some suggestions by the ASEAN
Member States were constructive and would be taken into consideration based
on the internal situation of the State; (2) it would give careful consideration
to those suggestions since priorities at the moment were given to maintain
law and order and to restore community stability; and (3)the suggestions
would be positively considered if it would facilitate the implementation of the
Five-Point Roadmap laid down by the Government, in line with the purposes
and principles enshrined in the ASEAN Charter, ASEAN Way and ASEAN
Spirit.

Following the ASEAN Leaders' Meeting, the Five-Point Statement was
released as an annex to the Chairman's Statement. It was attached as an annex
to the Chairman's Statement without prior notification and circulation of a
draft to the Member States, particularly to the country concerned, Myanmar,
which was inconsistent with the ASEAN practice. Therefore, it was released
without reaching a consensus among all Member States. Myanmar's position
on the said Statement had already been conveyed through the State-owned
newspapers on 27 April 2021.

Myanmar has also endeavoured to cooperate to the fullest extent possible
guided by the spirit of the ASEAN family and based on its national interests
with regard to the recommendations and suggestions made by the ASEAN
Member States, as well as the aforementioned Five-Point Statement. As the
Five-Point Roadmap laid down during the tenure of the State Administration
Council is complementary to the ASEAN Five-Point Statement, the Government
has implemented its Five-Point Roadmap, while making every possible effort to
cooperate on matters relating to it without compromising its national interests
and sovereignty.

Following the successful holding of elections in Myanmar in December 2025
and January 2026, the Hluttaw (Parliament) has been duly constituted. On 9 July

Press Statement on the ASEAN Five-Point Statement,
known as the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus

2026, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Union Parliament) adopted an urgent motion
"urging the Union Government to review and take necessary action regarding
the Five-Point Statement, as it diverges from fundamental principles of ASEAN,
and does not align with the current political developmentsin Myanmar."

Myanmar delegation led by the Union Minister for Foreign Affairs attended
the Informal Meeting of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers which was held in
Bangkok, Thailand, on 12 July 2026.

At the said Informal Meeting,the Union Minister briefed that Myanmar will
continue its efforts to normalize its relations with ASEAN through a Myanmar-
owned and Myanmar-led process, based on the reality on the ground while
safeguarding its national interests and sovereignty. Regarding the ASEAN
Five-Point Statement, the Union Minister also briefed that as the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw has adopted an urgent motion, the Government, being bound to
respect the decision of the Hluttaw, consisting of the Representatives elected
by the will of the people, is obliged to respect and to take appropriate measures
accordingly while Myanmar will cooperate with the Association to the fullest
extent possible to restore normalization of itsrelations with ASEAN.

Myanmar will enhance its cooperation with international communities
including neighbouring countries, friendly countries and ASEAN Member
States, in line with its foreign policy stipulated in the 2008 Constitution and the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, and continue to maintain constructive
and mutually beneficial cooperation with ASEAN while upholding its national
interests and sovereignty.

In the discussion and implementation of the ASEAN Five-Point Statement,
ASEAN Member States should respect and uphold ASEAN’s fundamental
principles enshrined in the ASEAN Charter such as respect for the sovereignty
of Member States and non-interference in internal affairs. Myanmar, on its part,
will continue to cooperate with ASEAN to the fullest extent possible based on
the real situations on the ground.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
23 July 2026

Taze Township to grow over
35,000 acres of groundnuts

Budalin Township prepares to grow more than
53,000 acres of monsoon sesame

TAZE July 23

More than 35,000 acres of
groundnuts will be planted in
Taze Township, Ye-U District,
Sagaing Region during this
year’s rain crops planting sea-
son,according to the statistics of
the Department of Agriculture
for Ye-U District.

During the 2026-2027 rain
crops planting season, 35,710
acres of groundnuts will be
planted in Taze Township, and
farmlands are currently being
plowed to grow groundnuts.

“This year, Taze Township
has planned to grow more than
35,000 acres of groundnuts. We

are working to plant groundnuts
this month. We will also work to
reach the target acres. Oilseed
crops are also in a successful
position. Groundnut cultivation
isincreasing year by year,” said
U Zaw Myint Htun, head of the
Department of Agriculture for
Ye-U District.

In Taze Township, farmers
plant one and a half baskets of
groundnuts per acre. Ground-
nut cultivation costs more than
Ks-200,000 per acre, including
expenses for seeds, labour,
fertilizer, and pesticides, and
produces a yield of more than
50 baskets per acre. SK

BUDALIN July 23

Local authorities have ear-
marked cultivation of more
than 53,000 acres of monsoon
sesame in Budalin Township
of Sagaing Region this year,
according to the township
Department of Agriculture.

During the 2026-2027 mon-
soon crop season, Budalin
Township has set a target to cul-
tivate 53,110 acres of monsoon
sesame. At present, farmland is
being ploughed in preparation
for crop cultivation, according
to reports.

“This year, during the mon-
soon season in Budalin Town-

ship, we have targeted planting
more than 53,000 acres of mon-
soon sesame. Preparations are
underway to begin cultivation
within this month. Efforts will
also be made to fully meet the
target acreage. Measures are
being taken to expand sesame
cultivation, improve yields, and
promote cultivation using GAP
methods,” said U Phyo Wai,
head of the Budalin Township
Department of Agriculture.
This year, the Township Dep-
artment of Agriculture will pro-
vide awareness and technical
guidance to sesame farmers in
Budalin Township on expand-

ing cultivation, applying proper
cultivation techniques, adopting
GAP practices, and using high-
quality and high-yield seed vari-
eties.

Crops produced under the
GAP system are known to have
better quality and fetch higher
prices compared to those grown
using other methods. They
can also be sold not only in do-
mestic markets but exported
to international markets. As a
result, farmers adopting GAP
practices are expected to gain
greater economic benefits and
improve their socio-economic
conditions. SMK

Please read the following supplementary information

On page 18 of the Myawady Daily issued on 23 July 2026, the name of the Ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to the Republic of the Union of

Myanmar is incorrectly written as H.E. Mr. Ngu Anh Duc instead of H.E. Mr. Nguyen Anh Duc.

Myawady
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More than
4,000 acres

of summer
paddy planted
in Sagaing
Township

SAGAING July 23

Statistics of the Department
of Agriculture in Sagaing Town-
ship stated that local farmers
have so far planted more than
4,000 acres of summer paddy in
Sagaing Township of Sagaing
Region.

Local authorities earmarked
cultivation of 4,350 acres of
summer paddy in Sagaing
Township in 2025-2026 summer
crop cultivation season but local
farmers have panted 4,269 acres
of summer paddy against the
target cultivation since January
this year.

“In Sagaing Township, during
this year’s summer cropping
season, 4,350 acres of summer
paddy were targeted for culti-
vation, of which 4,269 acres have
already been planted. Efforts
are being made to meet the full
target acreage. Summer paddy
farmers are being provided
with agricultural technical gui-
dance, awareness on pest pre-
vention, measures to avoid crop
losses, and advice to ensure that
harvested paddy is transpor-
ted under shelter in a timely
manner,” said U Myo Thant
Aung, Head of the Department
of Agriculture in Sagaing Town-
ship.

In Sagaing Township, to help
summer paddy farmers incre-
aseyield per acre and achieve
target yields, the distribution
of quality and pure seeds, dis-
semination of technical pam-
phlets, farmer training courses
and educational talks, and timely
provision of necessary agricul-
tural inputs are being carried
out.

Farmers are also being urged
to make advance preparations
in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, including
following issued guidelines on
crop pest and disease preven-
tion, undertaking soil nutrient
management activities, and
collecting quality seeds in adv-
ance, in order to ensure timely
cultivation of summer paddy and
other crops after the harvest
of monsoon paddy and other
seasonal crops. SMK

Local News |19

Ridge gourd in high demand at domestlc market in
Pantanaw Township ' '

PANTANAW July 23

Daw Myat Maw, the owner
of green grocery whoelsale
depot in Pantanaw Township
of Ayeyawady Region, said
that ridge gourds are in high
demand at the domestic market
in Pantanaw Township.

In Pantanaw Township, locally
produced ridge gourds have
been traded at fresh produce
markets from the second week of
May this year up to the present
day. Demand has been streng-
thening, with daily purchases
currently ranging from 25,000
to 45,000 gourds, leading to
brisk sales. The market price
has reached up to Ks-27,500
per 100 gourds.

“The ridge gourds produced
in this area are being purchased
in large quantities by other
townships. At present, up to
45,000 ridge gourds are being
traded daily. Ridge gourd is one
of the local products of Panta-
naw Township. The ridge gourds
currently selling well are of good
quality. Since they are locally
produced, consumers can enjoy
affordable, clean, and fresh food
products. Other regions are
also purchasing ridge gourds
from this local fresh produce
market. As demand for these
locally produced ridge gourds
has increased, opportunities
for vegetable farmers have
become more favourable,” said

Daw Myat Maw.

Atpresent, seasonal local veg-
etables, including ridge gourds,
are being harvested in Panta-
naw Township. Due to the
strong demand and brisk sales
of ridge gourds, preparations

are belng made to expand cul-
tivation further. Since only local
products are being sold, trans-
portation costs are lower, and
only fresh produce is traded,
providing various benefits.
SK

Yinkwe mango fruits in high demand in
Mawlamylnegfun TOWIlShlp

MAWLAMYINEGYUN J uly 23

“Trading of Yinkwe mango
fruitsis in high demand at the do-
mestic market in Mawlamyine-
gyun Township of Ayeyawady
Region,” said Daw Win Maw, the
owner of mango trading whole-
sale in Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship.

In Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship, locally produced Yinkwe

mangoes have been traded
in the market from the third
week of April this year up to the
present. Daily purchases have
increased to between 25,000
and 35,000 fruits, with strong
sales reported. The price has
reached up to Ks-25,000 per
100 mangoes.

“Mangoes produced in this
area are seeing strong demand

from other townships. Currently,
up to 35,000 fruits are being
traded. The mangoes selling
well at present are of high
quality and fresh. As they are
locally produced, consumers
can enjoy affordable, clean,
and fresh food products. Other
regions are actively purchasing
Yinkwe mangoes shipped from
here. With the growing demand
for these local products, mango
growers are finding better op-
portunities and improved busi-
ness conditions,” said Daw Win
Maw.

At present, it is the season
when local mango varieties,
including Yinkwe mangoes,
are abundantly available in
Mawlamyinegyun Township.

SMK

Authorities earmark cultivation of more than
2,000 acers of sunflower in Myinmu Township

MYINMU July 23

Sagaing District Agriculture
Department stated that local
authorities set plans to grow
more than 2,000 acres of sun-
flower as cold season crops in
Myinmu Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2026-2027 mon-
soon crop planting season,
Myinmu Township has targeted
the cultivation of 2,030 acres of
sunflower crops, and farmland
is currently being ploughed in
preparation for planting.

“This year, during the mon-
soon crop season in Myinmu
Township, we are targeting the
cultivation of more than 2,000
acres of sunflowers. Efforts
will be made to ensure that the
target acreage is fully achieved.
We will also expand sunflower
cultivation, which is an oilseed
crop, in order to reduce reliance
on imported palm oil. Sunflo-
wers produce more oil per acre
compared with other oil crops
such as groundnuts and sesame.
Sunflowers are generally culti-

vated during the winter season,”
said Daw Myat Moe Win, Head
of the Department of Agricul-
ture in Sagaing District.

To promote expanded sun-
flower cultivation in Myinmu
Township, the relevant Town-
ship Department of Agriculture
is accelerating awareness and
technical training programmes.
Additional training courses will
alsobe conducted to improve the
capacity of both staff members
and farmers who plan to cultivate
sunflowers. SK

Maubin Township
distributes alarge
weight of young
areca fruits

to Yangon

MAUBIN July 23

“Maubin Township of Ayeya-
wady Region sold a large volume
of young areca fruits to Yangon
market,” said Daw Kyi Htay, the
owner of areca nut trading in
Maubin Township.

From Maubin Township to
Yangon, up to 80,000 viss of young
areca fruits were sold. This rise
in shipments of young areca
fruits is attributed to strong de-
mand in the domestic market.

“ A large volume of young
areca fruits was exported from
Maubin Township to the Yangon
market. Due to increasing or-
ders, we had to send large quan-
tities. Currently, the price of
young areca fruits has reached up
to Ks-17,500 per viss. As trading
is active, those engaged in areca
cultivation are able to operate
their businesses smoothly;” said
Daw Kyi Htay.

Young areca fruits produced
in Maubin Township are purch-
ased directly by traders at plan-
tations, systematically selected
and packed, and then transpor-
ted to Yangon for sale. From
Yangon, they are further expor-
ted to foreign markets. Previou-
sly, only two markets existed for
areca—fresh and mature—but
now young areca fruits are also
being traded without needing
to wait until full maturity.

SK
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Geely, Ford ink deal to produce new energy vehicles in Spain

VALENCIA July 23

Geely Automobile Holdings
and Ford Motor Company on
Thursday announced a deal to
produce new energy vehicles
for the European market at
Ford's manufacturing plant in
Valencia, Spain.

Pending regulatory approval,
the joint venture is expected
to begin operations in the first
half of 2027, with the first new
vehicles set toroll offthe produc-

tion line in 2028.

Under the plan, Chinese auto
manufacturer Geely will pro-
duce two new energy models at
the Valencia plant, while Ford
will manufacture three Ford-
branded multi-energy vehicles.
Ford will hold a 66 percent stake
in the joint venture and Geely
the remaining 34 percent.

The partnership will transform
Ford's Valencia facility into a
shared manufacturing hub,

improving capacity utilization,
reducing development costs
and creating long-term employ-
ment opportunities for the
region's automotive workforce,
the company said. The plant has
an annual production capacity
of about 500,000 vehicles.

Nan Shengliang, vice presi-
dent of Geely Auto Group, said
the partnership marks "an im-
portant step toward open col-
laboration" and will further

strengthen the company's pre-
sence in Europe.

"We are dedicated to deliver-
ing vehicles that European
customers will choose on merit,
with industry-leading features,
high quality and a contribution
to Europe's green future," Nan
said.

Jim Baumbick, president of
Ford Europe, said the coopera-
tion would help build "a flexible,
cost-effective industrial system,"

while making full use of the
Valencia plant and its workforce.

He added that the partner-
ship forms part of Ford's strategy
to offer European customers
vehicles featuring rally-inspired
handling, off-road capability
and multi-energy technologies.

Geely, whose overseas sales
increased by 158 percent year-
on-year in the first half of 2026,
purchased Volvo Cars from Ford
in 2010. Xinhua

Lavrov, Rubio holding
meeting in Manila

MANILA July 23

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrovis holding amee-
ting with US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio in the Philippine
capital of Manila on the sidelines
of the ASEAN ministerial events,
a Sputnik correspondent repor-
ted.

On Wednesday, Lavrov anno-
unced that a meeting with Rubio
had been agreed upon and was
scheduled for Thursday.

The last meeting between
Lavrov and Rubio took place
in New York on September 24,
during the 80™ session of the
UN General Assembly. Sputnik

Brent crude price reaches 100 U.S. dollars due to Mideast tensions

NEW YORK July 23
International benchmark
Brent crude rose to the highest
level in two months, reaching
100 U.S. dollars per barrel on
Thursday morning after two
Saudi oil tankers were hit in

the Red Sea.

Brent crude for September
delivery climbed to 100.28 dollars
per barrel on the London ICE
Futures Exchange, up 6.21
dollars, or 6.6 percent, from
the previous settlement.

Meanwhile, the West Texas
Intermediate for September
delivery reached 91.61 dollars
per barrel at one point, up 4.78
dollars, or 5.5 percent on the
New York Mercantile Exchange.

Yemen's Houthi group said on

Thursday that it had carried out
a military operation targeting
two Saudi oil tankers in the Red
Sea, claiming the vessels had
violated the group's recently an-
nounced maritime restrictions.

Xinhua

Several parts of various Indian
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states from East to West were
inundated with rainwater amid

incessant rains over the past
couple of days.

The death toll in Assam alone
rose to 41 on Thursday, even
as nearly 600,000 people were
adversely affected, many rende-
red homeless, by heavy rainfall
across as many as 11 districts
of the state.

Official sources said that the
country's southwest monsoon
had intensified over the past
few days, thus bringing heavy
rainfall and flood threats across
several states, particularly As-

Indian states as monsoon intensifies

sam, Gujarat and Maharashtra.

TV news reports showed
various areas in Maharashtra
inundated, with cars and other
vehicles submerged in standing
rainwater in urban areas, even
asinfrastructure like roads and
bridges were left either totally
or partially damaged.

Many rivers overflowed into
several rural and urban resi-
dential areas. Crops and live-
stock too were extensively da-
maged.

Xinhua

Saudi Arabia,
U.S.ink deal on
nuclear energy

RIYADH July 23

Saudi Arabia and the United
States have signed an agreement
on cooperation in the peaceful
uses of nuclear energy, the
Saudi Energy Ministry said on
Thursday.

The deal builds on the longs-
tanding strategic partnership
between the two countries and
follows the announcement made
during Saudi Crown Prince and
Prime Minister Mohammed
bin Salman Al Saud's visit to
the United States in November
last year on the conclusion of
negotiations on bilateral coope-
ration in the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy, the ministry
said in a press release.

It aims to enhance coopera-
tion in the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy and facilitate
the exchange of expertise, know-
ledge and technologies in line
with the highest international
standards of nuclear safety,
nuclear security and non-
proliferation, said the ministry.

The agreement supports eff-
orts to diversify energy sources,
advance cutting-edge technolo-
gies, and expand opportunities
for cooperation and investment
that serve the mutual interests
of the two countries, it added.

Xinhua

26,000 |
Indian flights
disrupted
due to U.S.-
Iran conflict

NEW DELHI July 23

The Indian government on
Thursday said the ongoing U.S -
Iran conflict has severely disrup-
ted the country's international
aviation sector; affecting around
26,000 flights until July 20.

The situation, according to
the government, has inflicted
significant revenue losses on
the Indian carriers in view of

higher operating costs because
of rerouting and prolonged flight
durations.

The information was provided
by the federal junior aviation
minister Murlidhar Mohol in
the lower house of the Indian
parliament.

The minister said the country's
civil aviation watchdog -- the
Directorate General of Civil Avi-

ation has issued multiple advi-
sories to address and ensure
the safety of passengers, crew,
and aircraft evolving from the
risks arising from the conflict
in the Middle East.

The minister said the govern-
ment has taken several measures
to support the aviation sector and
help keep air travel affordable.

To minimize passenger disrup-

tion, the government said it est-
ablished a round-the-clock pas-
senger assistance control room
for real-time coordination, dir-
ected airlines to facilitate re-
funds and rescheduling, streng-
thened airport help desks and
worked with the Foreign Mini-
stry to assist affected Indian
nationals transiting through the
Middle East. Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.

Unit

25

>A > Wesay
verb + to... verb + object +to...
want want
expect togo expect to go
ask tobe e ask somebody tobe
help towork help something = to work
would like etc. would like etc.
would prefer would prefer
@ We expected to be late. We expected Dan to be late.
@ Would you like to go now? Would you like me to go now?
@ He doesn’t want to know. He doesn’t want anybody to know.

We do not usually say ‘want that’:
@ Do you want me to come with you? (not want that I come)
You can use help with or without to. You can say:
@ Can you help me to move this table? or Can you help me move this table?

These verbs have the structure verb + object + to ... :
verb + object + to...

@ 1t’s not a nice hotel. I wouldn’t advise you to stay
tell

advise there. .
B @ Can you remind me to call Sam tomorrow?
warn @ Joe said the switch was dangerous and warned me
invite todo not to touch it.
e:gc::;:gg somebody :g \?:Jrk @ 1 didn’t move the piano by myself. I got somebody
get etc. to help me.
force @ Who taught you to drive?
:ila:v: @ They don’t allow people to park in front of the
enable building.

In these examples, the verb is passive (I was warned / we are allowed etc.):
@ I was warned not to touch the switch.
@ Are we allowed to park here?
We do not use suggest with to ... :
@ Jane suggested that I ask you for advice. (not Jane suggested me to ask)
>c > Wesay ‘make somebody do something’, ‘let somebody do something’ (without to):
@ I made him promise that he wouldn’t tell anybody what happened.
(not made him to promise)
@ Hot weather makes me feel tired. (= causes me to feel tired)
@ Her parents wouldn't let her go out alone. (= wouldn’t allow her to go out)
@ Let me carry your bag for you.
We say ‘make somebody do’, but in the passive we say ‘(be) made to do’ (with to):
@ We were made to wait for two hours. (= They made us wait ...)

suggest —Units 34, 53 tell/ask somebody to ... —Unit 48D Verb + -ing — Unit 53
Verb + 110 to ... — Unit 54 Verb + to ... and -ing — Units 56-58 help — Unit 57C

Raymond Murphy
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