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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win delivers speech at third coordination meeting of Leading
Committee for Organlzmg Hth Natlonal Sports Festival 2024
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Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers speech at third coordination meeting of Leading Committee for Organizing 5" National Sports Festival 2024.

NAY PYI TAW August 29

The Leading Committee for
Organizing the 5" National
Sports Festival 2024 held its
third coordination meeting
at the assembly meeting hall
of the Ministry of Sports and
Youth Affairs in Nay Pyi Taw
this afternoon, with an address
by Patron of the Leading Com-
mittee Vice Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Deputy Prime Minister Vice-
Senior General Soe Win.

Also present at the meeting
were leading committee mem-
ber Union ministers, the Audi-
tor-General of the Union, deputy
ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council member, departmen-
tal heads and officials.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Vice-Senior General said that
sports are defined that sports
is a symbol for a polite society.
Sports can bring a happy and
pleasant activity leading to
health and fitness of humans,
creating humanely bilateral
relations between individuals,
human groups, human societ-
ies, races and countries. On
the other hand, everybody be-
lieves that sports can flourish
the moral principles such as

liberty, justice and friendship
as a diplomatic landscape for
the world’s peace.
Outstanding athletes who
can uplift prestige of the State
will come out in the upcoming
5" National Sports Festival
and some of them would break
records of sports set at the na-
tional level and ASEAN level.
Likewise, as outstanding ath-
letes from ministries and re-
gions and states will emerge
in the sports festival, officials
need to provide aid for those
outstanding athletes for their
long-lasting standing. Athletes
who will take part in the sports
festival have to try hard to be
able to bring honour to the State.
Although it can take some
three months ahead of the sports
festival, officials from commi-
ttees and subcommittees have
to make preparations in rele-
vant sectors, hold the opening
and closing ceremonies on a
grand scale and manage all
measures without weaknesses
along the sports festival. It is
necessary to nurture the ath-
letes to have good morale and
practices. Ministries and re-
gions and states have to deser-
vedly honour outstanding ath-

letes from the sports festival.
In the terms of previous gover-
nments, those outstanding
athletes were honoured. So
also, the government of the
State Administration Council
inits term honoured those out-
standing athletes deservedly.

The athletes who represent-
ed the nation have competed in
22 international sports events,
including Asian and Southeast
Asian levels, winning a total of
77 gold, 87 silver, and 159 bronze
medals, bringing honor to the
country. Ceremonies were held,
and the Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime
Minister personally attended,
awarding the athletes with a
total of Ks-7,452.3 million and
US$-133,900 in recognition
of their achievements. This
recognition aims to inspire
the new generation of youth to
aspire to national pride.

At the event celebrating “In-
ternational Youth Day 2024”
held at Wunnatheikdi Sports
Complex (A) in Nay Pyi Taw on
August 12, the Chairman of the
State Administration Council
Prime Minister discussed the
government’s youth policy.
He emphasized three social

directives, including the aim
to develop youth as the main
driving force in the country’s
development processes by en-
hancing the five capabilities.
He also highlighted the import-
ance of further and more effecti-
vely promoting youth develop-
ment compared to the past.
Additionally, the government
encouraged today’s youth to
pursue various sports for their
physical fitness, and from among
these youths, national athletes
who can bring honor to the
country should emerge. This
responsibility is considered a
national duty. The directives
were noted as operational guide-
lines to be implemented by mini-
stries, regions, and states.
Regarding the verification of
accurate ages of athletes com-
peting in the upcoming national
sports festival, the Ministry of
Immigration and Population
will utilize E-id Software for
checks. Previously, instances of
bypassing age restrictions in
regions and states due to a
desire to win have been noted.
Therefore, accurate age verifi-
cation is necessary. Additionally,
toprevent the use of banned sub-
stances, medical professionals

from the Ministry of Health will
ensure thorough checks, aiming
for fair competition.

Those responsible for the
successful organization of the
upcoming national sports festi-
val were urged to collaborate
with a sense of national spirit,
and if unforeseen challenges
arise, responsible individuals
should address them promptly.

Following this, the Chairman
of the organizing committee
Union Minister for Sports and
Youth Affairs U Min Thein Zan,
provided an update on the im-
plementation status of previous
meeting decisions, details of
event categories, programs,
and award ceremonies.

Subsequently, Union Mini-
sters, the Union Auditor Ge-
neral, Deputy Ministers, and
Nay Pyi Taw Council members,
who are members of the orga-
nizing committee, discussed
plans to conduct the opening
and closing ceremonies of the
5% National Sports Festivalin a
grand and appropriate manner.
They reported on preparations
and plans relevant to their
respective sectors.

Additionally, the chairper-
sons of various subcommittees,
such as those for transport
and communication, security,
finance and awards, media and
documentation, health, invita-
tions and reception, ceremony
arrangements, auditing, compe-
tition and techniques, accom-
modation and hospitality, and
tribunal, along with Deputy
Ministers, the Deputy Auditor
General, and Director Generals,
presented updates on their re-
spective sectors, their progress,
and upcoming plans for the
successful organization of the
5% National Sports Festival.

Later, the Vice-Senior Ge-
neral coordinated necessary
matters based on the discuss-
ions and presentations made
at the meeting. The meeting
was then concluded with a
concluding remark by the Vice-
Senior General. 100
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State Administration Council
Press Release
Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons
1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries with worries because of incitements and

intimidation of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, incitement of CDM, and the persons

and organizations at home and abroad not wishing to restore the peace and stability of the State since after 1 February 2021 when the Tatmadaw assumed

the State responsibility.

various parts of Myanmar.

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some
relevant persons. As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in their areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specially ease the restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and the persons from
various arenas and citizens who evaded from the country with worries, except the persons who committed murders, robbery, setting fire, mine explosions
and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government owned
buildings and private owned buildings and those who deeply participated in the CDM activities with providing monetary assistance and other ways.

4, As those who evaded from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except the persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return
to their native lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to various worries, the citizens abroad are to contact nearby ward, village, township and district

administration bodies and relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

Information Team
State Administration Council

Honorary awards presented to outstanding students in Shwedaung Township

SHWEDAUNG August 29

A ceremony to honor student
who was selected as an all-
around outstanding student
(Luyeechun), students who
passed the exam with good
grades and student who won
the region level track and
field competition in 2023-2024

Academic year, was held at
the meeting hall of Kyanikan
B.E.H.S. in the Town of Shwe-
daung, Pyay District of Bago
Region yesterday.

First, students from Shwe-
daung B.E.H.S. performed and
sang a school song. Next, Chair-
man of the Township Admini-

stration Body U Han Win Aung
delivered an opening speech
and then the Township Edu-
cation Officer U Kyaw Oo gave
words of encouragement to the
students.

This was followed by the pre-
sentation of certificates of honor
to one student who was selected

as an all-around outstanding
student (Luyeechun), four stu-
dents including three students
who passed the exam with two
distinctions and student who
passed with one distinction,
one student who won the region
level track and field competition
and teachers who made efforts

to turn out those students in
2023-2024 Academic year’s

matriculation examinations.
Afterwards, Maung Aung
Kyaw Min, an all-around out-
standing student (Luyeechun)
from Grade-12 spoke words of

thanks on behalf of students.
SK

Corn cultivation in Myaung Township: growers tend to 3,552 acres
of rain-fed fields

MYAUNG August 29

A total of 3,552 acres of millet
and maize have been planted
in Myaung Township, Sagaing
District this year rain crops
planting season, according to
the Department of Agriculture

for Sagaing District.

In the 2024-2025 rain crops
planting season, 7,455 acres of
millet and 2,160 acres of maize
have been earmarked to be
planted in Myaung Township
and 2,915 acres of millet and

637 acres of 3,552 acres have
been planted since May.

“We are working to ensure
that the targeted acres are
planted. We are also providing
awareness for the success
of the corn crop, and we are

providing awareness to prevent
the spread of the pest,” said
Daw Thida Lwin, head of the
Department of Agriculture for
Sagaing District.

It is said that in Myaung
Township, the production of

millet per acre is more than 19
baskets and the cost to plant
millet is Ks-350,000 per acre
and the maize production is
more than 50 baskets per acre
and the cost is Ks-500,000 per
acre. SMK

Sunflower growers in Sagaing Township cultivate 3,207 acres of
rain-fed sunflowers

SAGAING August 29

A total of 3,207 acres of sun-
flower have been planted in
Sagaing Township, Sagaing
District this year rain crops
planting season, according to
the statistics of Department
of Agriculture for Sagaing

Township.

During the 2024-2025 rain
crops planting season, 12,366
acres of sunflower have been
earmarked to be planted in
Sagaing Township, and 3,207
acres have been planted since
June this year.

“Sunflower is mostly plant-
ed in the winter. In order to
reduce the amount of palm
oil imported from abroad, we
are expanding the cultivation
of sunflower, which is an oil-
producing crop. The product-
ion of sunflower oil per acre

is more than that of other pea-
nuts and sesame,” said U Zaw
0o, head of the Department of
Agriculture for Sagaing Town-
ship.

It is reported that this year
in Sagaing Township, farmers
who will be planting sunflower

crops will be provided with
seeds and urea fertilizers
will be sold at a low price. The
sunflower varieties produced
will be distributed through
farmer-to-farmer exchange
methods.

SK
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India to build
12 industrial
hubs to boost
exports

NEW DELHI August 29

The Indian Government on
Wednesday approved the
creation of 12 industrial smart
cities with an investment of
around 268 billion rupees (US$-
3.2 billion). They will be built
over the next three years across
ten states in the country, and
will act as catalysts to achieve
US$-2 trillion in exports by 2030,
New Delhi has said.

The hubs will be developed
as greenfield smart cities,
where residential and com-
mercial setups will co-exist.
They will be built according
to the ‘plug and play’ concept,
which ensures the presence
of advanced infrastructure,
manufacturing, and logistics
ecosystem to allow efficient
industrial operations to be set
up.

The smart cities are part of
the National Industrial Corri-
dor Development Program
(NICDP), through which New
Delhi aims to develop futuristic
industrial cities “which can
compete with the best manu-
facturing and investment desti-
nations in the world.” In total, it
envisions 32 projects to be deve-
loped in four phases.

“By positioning India as a
strong player in the Global Value
Chains, the NICDP will provide
developed land parcels ready
for immediate allotment, mak-
ing it easier for domestic and
international investors to set
up manufacturing units in
India,” New Delhi said in a state-
ment.

The smart industrial cities
will be strategically located in
key regions, including Rajpura-
Patiala in Punjab, Dighi in Ma-
harashtra, Palakkad in Kerala,
Agra and Prayagraj in Uttar
Pradesh, and Jodhpur-Pali in
Rajasthan. New Delhi expects
the projects to attract invest-
ments of around 1.52 trillion
rupees (US$-18 billion) from
both large industries and micro,
small, and medium enterprises,
and could generate 1 million
direct and 3 million indirect
jobs, the Ministry of Commerce
& Industry has said.

RT
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Nuclear weapons could save Earth - study

BEIJING August 29

Nuclear weapons may be the
best means of protecting the
Earth from asteroids, accord-
ing to scientists from China’s
deep space exploration pro-
gram.

In a paper published this
month in the Chinese journal
SCIENTIA SINICA Technolo-
gica, the team of researchers
warned that despite recent
developments in near-Earth
object detection technologies,
inaccuracies can occur, which
means humanity needs to be
prepared to fend off space de-
bris.

In their study, the researchers
analyzed a variety of defence
methods and their feasibility
in protecting the planet from
asteroids of different sizes,
densities, and warning periods.

Their findings suggest that on
short notice — for example, one
week untilimpact-nuclear war-
heads would be the only thing
capable of altering an asteroid’s
course to avoid a collision.

Based on their analysis, the
team suggested that the best
solution to counter potential
threats posed by asteroids would
be to develop a global nuclear-
based defence system.

The system should include
swift-launchers able to send
nuclear warheads from the
ground into space from seven
days to one month. It should also
be equipped with rockets with
precise strike ability —a margin
of error of less than 100 meters
(328 feet). Furthermore, the
system should allow for orbital
pre-deployment of nuclear war-
heads for long-term standby of

more than ten years.

The researchers said they
were aware that their idea is
challenging for a number of
reasons. Firstly, no nation curr-
ently has the ability to launch
nuclear warheads into deep
space, which means that new
launch vehicles would have to
be developed. Secondly, China,
along with most other nuclear
states on the planet, is part of

the 1967 Outer Space Treaty and
the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty, which prohibit
signatories from stationing
weapons of mass destruction
in space. Thirdly, nuclear ex-
plosions cause radioactive pollu-
tion even in space, which poses
a threat of secondary harm to
Earth and other celestial bodies
in its proximity.

RT

Death toll from Israeli West Bank operations rises to 11 — reports

CAIRO August 29

The death toll in Israeli
operations in the West Bank
that began overnight to Wed-
nesday has risen to 11, with

26 people injured, Palestinian
news agency WAFA reported.
Earlier reports said nine
people were killed and 11 others
injured as a result of the Israeli

military’s actions on Wednes-
day in Jenin, Tubas and Tulkarm
in the West Bank.The Israel
Defence Forces (IDF) saidithad
carried out operations in the

Jenin and Tulkarm areas of the
West Bankjointly with other law
enforcement agencies, killing
nine Palestinians they described
asradicals. Sputnik

Three dead, 82 mjured as Typhoon Shanshan hits Japan

Three dead-82‘1n]ured as Typhoon Shanshan hlts ) apan. - e
_n’...&‘%‘mm ' = - ” P T

TOKYO August 29

Typhoon Shanshan, which
made its landfall on Thursday
in the southwestern Japanese
prefecture of Kagoshima, has

brought heavy rain and strong
winds that left three people dead,
82 injured and one missing.

A landslide in Gamagori city
ofthe central prefecture of Aichi,

caused by the warm, moist air
from the typhoon on Tuesday
night, left three people dead and
two injured, according to local
media reports.

As of 5:50 p.m. local time on
Thursday, the powerful storm
had injured 79 people in the
prefectures of Miyazaki and
Kagoshima, and one person in
Mie prefecture.

Shanshan, which weakened
after making landfall at around
8 a.m. local time, has disrupted
communication services, and
caused widespread power and
water outages.

Ithasled to train service sus-

pension of the Kyushu Shinkan-
sen, parts of the Sanyo and Tok-
aido Shinkansen, and numerous
flight cancellations.

The typhoon also significantly
impacted logistics and delivery
services, with more than 50 sup-
ermarkets and over 900 conveni-
ence stores temporarily closed
in Kagoshima and Miyazaki.

Also on Thursday, Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
convened a cabinet meeting urg-
ing citizens to remain vigilant
against potential hazards like
heavy rainfall, landslides and
river flooding,

Xinhua

At least 52 dead amid devastating floods in Bangladesh

DHAKA August 29

The death toll from devastat-
ing floods that have ravaged
southeastern Bangladesh for
weeks reached 52 on Thursday,
according to areport of the Disa-
ster Management and Relief
Ministry, as millions of people
remained cut off in parts of the
country.

Twenty-one more flood-relat-
ed deaths were reported in
Bangladesh on Thursday, rais-

ing the toll from the current
flooding to 52, according to the
National Disaster Response
Coordination Center under the
Ministry of Disaster Manage-
ment and Relief.

Of the deceased, 14 died in
Cumilla, 17 in Feni, six in Cha-
ttogram, three in Cox’s Bazar,
eight in Noakhali, and one each
in Brahmanbaria, Lakshmipur,
Khagrachhariand Moulvibazar.

Over 5 million people have

been affected by the floodwaters
that hit 11 of the country’s 64
dis-tricts and caused colossal
damage to life, property and
standing crops.

The report said more than half
a million flood-affected people,
including women and children,
took shelter in 3,403 centers.

The ongoing devastating
floods triggered by seasonal rains
and sudden onrush of water from
hills across the Indian borders

have left over 1 million people
marooned in about a dozen
southeastern and northeastern
districts.

Earlier, Bangladeshi interim
government’s Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus urged all
concerned to continue their
efforts in rescuing stranded
people, providing emergency
healthcare, and extending coo-
peration for the victims.

Xinhua
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Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

and property of innocent people.

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

Huge patch of the Atlantic Ocean is cooling at a record speed - and

scientists have no idea why

*  Apatch of the central equatorial Atlantic began cooling at record rates in June
*  Scientists can’t identify a good reason to explain this sudden temperature shift
Seasonal cycle of sea surface temperatures in the Atlantic Nifio/Nifia

From unexplored trenches
to the Bermuda Triangle, the
world's oceans are filled with
unsolved mysteries.

But one of the strangest que-
stions is why a vast patch of
the Atlantic Ocean has suddenly
begun to cool at record speeds.

Until March, the central Atl-
antic had been experiencing
its hottest warm weather event
since 1982, hitting highs of 30°
(86°F).

However, this was followed
by a dramatic temperature
swing, with surface water tem-
peratures plummeting below
25°C (72°F) - and scientists still
don't know what has caused it.

Michael McPhaden, of the
National Oceanic and Atmosphe-
ric Administration (NOAA) told
Live Science: 'We are still scra-
tching our heads as to what's
actually happening.'

Scientists are currently in-
tensely monitoring the strip of
water, which stretches a few
degrees on either side of the
equator between Brazil and
the coast of East Africa.

It is not just that this region-
known as the central equatorial
Atlantic is cooling down which
is unusual, but rather the speed
of the change.

Eachyear the central equato-
rial Atlantic swings through its
temperature cycle, reaching
its warmest points in March
and April before cooling down
into the summer.

However, starting from June,
the surface water temperatures
began to fall at an unprecedent-
ed rate.

By Mid-June, temperatures
in this region were at 0.5-1.0°C
(0.9-1.8°F) colder than average
for this time of the year.

Water temperatures have
now begun to rise back toward

key monitoring region
30 i
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25 - Junefduly 2024 cold
anomalies

Average seasonal cycle of
eastern equatorial Atlantic SST
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In June, a large area of the central equatorial Atlantic unexpectedly hit
temperatures well below the average for this time of year without any

obvious cause.

the usual levels but scientists
have been left baffled by what
caused the sudden cooling in
the first place.

Dr McPhaden says: 't could
be some transient feature that
has developed from processes
that we don't quite understand.'

Generally, cooler summer
waters in the Atlantic are asso-
ciated with stronger trade winds
blowing over the equator.

These strong winds sweep
away warmer surface water
colder, deep ocean water torise
to the surface in a process called
equatorial upwelling.

However, the winds in the
rapidly cooling region were
actually weaker this year than
normal-usually a sign that war-
mer waters are on theirway.

There were some intense
winds in early Maywhich might
have kickstarted the cooling
process but Dr McPhaden
points out that they 'haven'tin-
creased as much as the tem-
perature has dropped.'

Dr McPhaden says that while
human-caused climate change
can't be ruled out as the cause
itis unlikely to be responsible.

'At first blush, this is just a
natural variation of the climate
system over the equatorial
Atlantic,' says Dr McPhaden.

A swing of half a degree on
either side of the average might
not seem like a reason for much
fuss, but scientists are keeping
a careful watch over this region
of the ocean.

The reason is that extended
cooling in the central equatorial
pacific could be a sign that an
Atlantic Nina event is on the
way.Just like their more well-
known cousins, the Pacific El
Nino and La Nifa, Atlantic Nina/
Nino are the intense peaks and
troughs of ocean warming and
cooling cycles.

If below-average water tem-
peratures persist for three
months, this would be enough
to classify this as an Atlantic
Nina, something that has not
happened since 2013.

This is an issue of concern
since Atlantic Nifia events can
have widespread impacts on
nearby weather systems.

An Atlantic Nina event in
2013 was also followed by de-
vastating flooding over large

areas of Brazil including Rio
de Janeiro.

Research published that year
by the Brazilian National Insti-
tute for Space Research found
that the disruption of an Atlantic
Nina was the likely cause.

On the more positive side,
warm Atlantic Nifno events have
been shown to increase the
likelihood of powerful hurri-
canes forming near the Cape

triggers predictable disrupt-
ions of temperature, winds and
precipitation.

These changes disrupt air
movement and affect global
climate.

ENSO has three phases it
can be:

e El Nino: A warming of the
ocean surface, or above-aver-
age sea surface temperatures
(SST), in the central and eastern

=1

Cool waters in equatorial Atlantic may become an "Atlantic Nifia" event

tropical North Atlantic
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The anomalously rapid cooling followed the hottest warm weather event

since 1982 as temperatures hit 30°C.

Verde Islands.

Ifthis cooling event persists
long enough to trigger a full
Atlantic Nifna, the colder waters
might be able to limit the heigh-
tened hurricane activity pre-
dicted this year.

Dr Tuchen says: It will be in-
teresting to monitor whether
this Atlantic Nifa fully develops,
and if so, whether it has a dam-
pening effect on hurricane acti-
vity as the season progresses.'

WHAT IS THE EL NINO
PHENOMENON IN THE
PACIFIC OCEAN?

El Nino and La Nina are the
warm and cool phases (respec-
tively) of a recurring climate
phenomenon across the tropical
Pacific - the El Nifio-Southern
Oscillation, or 'ENSO' for short.

The pattern can shift back
and forth irregularly every two
to seven years, and each phase

tropical Pacific Ocean. Over
Indonesia, rainfall becomes re-
duced while rainfall increases
over the tropical Pacific Ocean.
The low-level surface winds,
which normally blow from east
to west along the equator,
instead weaken or, in some
cases, start blowing the other
direction from west to east.

* La Nifa: A cooling of the
ocean surface, or below-aver-
age sea surface temperatures
(SST), in the central and eastern
tropical Pacific Ocean. Over
Indonesia, rainfall tends to in-
crease while rainfall decreases
over the central tropical Pacific
Ocean. The normal easterly
winds along the equator become
even stronger.

* Neutral: Neither El Nifo or
La Nifa. Often tropical Pacific
SSTs are generally close to
average. Mail Online
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