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Gambia-Myanm

NAY PYI TAW February 1

The Myanmar delegation,
which submitted a response
at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) in The Hague, the
Netherlands, in defence of the
dignity and right to a fair trial
of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, returned to Myan-
mar on 31 January. They arrived
back at Yangon International
Airport this morning, being
warmly welcomed back by
Yangon Region Chief Mini-
ster U Soe Thein, regional mini-
sters, departmental staff, civil
society organizations, monks,
artistes, and students, who
held vinyl posters and waved
miniature State flags.

A welcoming ceremony for
the Myanmar delegation, led
by Union Minister for Ministry
2 of the President's Office U Ko
Ko Hlaing and Union Minister
for Legal Affairs and Union
Attorney-General Dr. Thida Oo,
was held at Yangon Internatio-
nal Airport, where attendees
saluted the flag of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar and
sang the national anthem in
chorus.

On the occasion, Union Mini-
ster U Ko Ko Hlaing, stating that
the hearing represented the
final and most important stage
of the two-party proceedings
and emphasizing the signifi-
cance of the matter, noted that
in a trial there are no draws or
joint champions - only victory
or defeat — and that Myanmar
should not be defeated, with the
multi-ministerial task force,
accompanied by the Ambassa-
dor of the Myanmar Embassy
in Brussels, embassy staff, and
international counsels, having
travelled from Myanmar to
handle the proceedings, under-

ar case
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Myanmar delegation returns to Yangon following ICJ hearings on

A large number of people of all walks of life accord a rousing welcome to the Myanmar delegation that made Rebuttal Arguments at ICJ.

taking intensive work over
20 days, often day and night,
following nearly five years of
preparation during which the
team faced numerous challen-
ges, and ultimately fulfilling its
efforts in the final hearing by
presenting a complete, solid,
and timely submission address-
ing both legal and informational
requirements.

The Union minister said that,
first, special gratitude was ex-
pressed to the Head of State and
all those who entrusted the
team with responsibility from
the beginning and supported the
fulfilment of all requirements
related to the case.

He also expressed gratitude

to the team at the ICJ, which
worked tirelessly and with great
dedication throughout the five
years of the case and during the
final 20 days of proceedings, to
the international counsels who
understood the situation and
defended the country with full
dedication and commitment,
and, in addition, to the Myanmar
Embassy in Brussels for provid-
ing all necessary support to en-
sure smooth proceedings at the
International Court of Justice
in The Hague, to the embassy
staff who assisted at transit
airports, to the ministries and
media that supplied complete
information from Myanmar to
support the legal efforts, and to

all others who participated in
the process.

He also stated that, in parti-
cular, the team expressed last-
ing gratitude to the people of
Myanmar for their wholeheart-
ed support of the country’s dele-
gation at the ICJ, noting that
this support served as an in-
valuable source of strength, that,
as the saying goes, “The party
supported by the people wins
the victory,” that if the govern-
ment and the people continue
to work together in unity and
solidarity any difficulties and
challenges can be successfully
overcome, and that continued
collective effort is called for
toward a golden future in build-

ing the new nation hoped for
by all, with an appeal to the
people to show their love for the
country by saluting the national
flag and actively singing the
national anthem, aiming to
achieve long-term, sustainable,
and peaceful development in
Myanmar.

As the Myanmar delegation,
led by Union Ministers U Ko Ko
Hlaing and Dr. Thida Oo, depart-
ed Yangon International Airport
in a motorcade, departmental
staff, civil society organizations,
monks, the public, and students
displayed vinyl posters and
waved miniature national flags,
demonstrating strong public

support. Myawady

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants
including schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive
activities, is to protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives
and property of innocent people.




(056 1222026

More than 87,000 acres of chickpea planted in Yinmabin District

YINMABIN February 1

According to the Sagaing Re-
gion Agriculture Department,
local farmers have grown 87,500
acres of chickpea as cold sea-
son crops in Yinmabin District
of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Yinmabin
District planned to cultivate
135,579 acres of chickpea. Plant-
ing began in October this year,
and as of today, 18,385 acres
have been planted in Yinmabin
Township, 2,598 acres in Kani
Township, 25,710 acres in Salingyi
Township, and 40,807 acres in
Pale Township, totalling 87,500
acres.

“This year, Yinmabin District
planned to grow more than
130,000 acres of chickpea dur-
ing the winter season, and over
87,000 acres have now been
planted. Efforts are under way
to meet the full target acreage.
Chickpea cultivation has been
expanding year by year. To sup-
port higher yields and better
quality, we are working with
farmers by providing quality
and pure seed varieties, nece-
ssary inputs, and post-harvest
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handling techniques,” said
Dr Tin Mar Mar Oo, Assistant
Director of the Sagaing Region
Agricultural Department.

For the 2025-2026 season,
chickpea cultivation targets by
township in Yinmabin District
are: 36,045 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 3,650 acres in Salingyi
Township, 38,783 acres in Kani
Township, and 57,101 acres in
Pale Township, totalling 135,579
acres.

Farmers in the district are

-
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cultivating chickpea varieties
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11, which are
suited to local conditions and
offer good yields. It is learned
that cultivation costs exceed
Ks-300,000 per acre.

During this year’s winter
cropping season, agricultural
officials are cooperating with
farmers across the district to
supply quality and pure seed
varieties, necessary inputs,
and post-harvest techniques
to support higher yields and
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better product quality. Exten-
sion activities are also being
conducted to encourage the
use of beneficial Trichoderma
fungi during pulse cultivation.
Sagaing Region is the largest
pulse-producing region in the
country in terms of cultivated
area. With pulses grown as a
major crop—and the possibility
of practicing double-cropping
—farmers in the region rely on
them as an important source
of income. SK

Mawlaik District cultivates over 3,000 acres of winter soybeans

MAWLAIK February 1

More than 3,000 acres of soy-
beans have been planted in
Mawlaik District during this
year winter crops planting sea-
son, according to the statistics of
the Department of Agriculture
for Mawlaik District.

During the 2025-2026 winter

crops planting season, 7,600
acres of soybeans have been
planted in Mawlaik District.
They have been planted since
October this year. To date, a
total of 3,143 acres: 115 acres
in Mawlaik Township and 3028
acres in Phaungpyin Township,
have been planted.

“We are working to ensure
that the target acres are plant-
ed. We will also provide educat-
ion to prevent pests. We have
also encouraged farmers to
obtain the necessary seeds and
to be aware of them,” said Daw
Kywe Kywe Hlaing, head of the
Department of Agriculture for

Mawlaik District.

In the 2025-2026 winter crops
planting season, the township-
wise allocation for soybean cul-
tivation in Mawlaik District is
388 acres in Mawlaik Township
and 7,212 acres in Phaungpyin
Township, totalling 7,600 acres.

SMK

Local merchants ship a large number of green clams to
Yangon market

& /£ = gt
DEDAYE February 1

Local merchants from Dedaye
Township in Ayeyawady Region
sold a large number of green
clams to Yangon market said

Daw Moe Myint, the owner of
fishery trading depot in Dedaye
Township.

In Dedaye Township, green
clams harvested from natural

sources are being sent to the
Yangon market for sale. It is
reported that 70,000 viss of
green clams were able to be
transported and sold. These
clams continue to be purchased
by buyers in the Yangon market.

“We are currently purchasing
the green clams harvested
locally. There is steady demand
in domestic markets, and sales
have been good over the past
month. Compared to previous
months, we have been able
to transport and sell larger
quantities. In Dedaye, people
collect fish, prawns, crabs,
and green clams from natural
sources. The marine products

collected in the township are
mainly transported to Yangon
for sale. With sales becoming
more active than usual, fishers
and traders are gaining more
job opportunities and income,”
said Daw Moe Myint, a seafood
wholesaler in Dedaye Township.

Seafood traders in Dedaye
Township purchase various
kinds of fish, prawns, crabs,
and green clams from fishers.
These products are then pro-
perly cleaned, processed, and
packaged before being tran-
sported to the Yangon market
for sale. From Yangon, they
are further distributed to other
regions. SK
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Farmers
plant over
3,000 acres of
vegetables in

Phaungpyin
Township

PHAUNGPYIN February 1

Statistics of Mawlaik District
Agriculture Department stat-
ed that local farmers have
planted 3,740 acres of vege-
tables in Phaungpyin Township
of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Phaungpyin
Township planned to cultivate
3,906 acres of vegetables, and
planting began in October this
year. As of today, 3,740 acres
have been planted.

“This year, Phaungpyin Town-
ship planned to grow 3,906
acres of vegetables during the
winter season, and 3,740 acres
have now been planted. The
crops include turmeric, ginger,
aromatic herbs, potatoes, coffee
beans, eggplants, and taro.
We are providing farmers with
technical support to enable them
to grow all vegetables under the
GAP system. We are also shar-
ing techniques to help farmers
minimize chemical fertilizer
residues and produce crops
that meet health standards,”
said Daw Kywe Kywe Hlaing,
Head of the Mawlaik District
Agriculture Department.

This year, the Township Agri-
culture Department has been
providing vegetable growers in
Phaungpyin with GAP training,
techniques to ensure harvested
vegetables meet health and
safety standards, and support to
help farmers expand vegetable
cultivation.

Vegetables are grown sea-
sonally each year in Phaungpyin
Township, and the crops grown
have been successful, providing
household income for farming
families. The Township Agri-
culture Department is also edu-
cating farmers on proper culti-
vation methods, pest prevent-
ion, the use of natural fertilizers,
and the preparation and appli-
cation of natural pesticides and
repellents.

SMK



201 International News

West wants to disrupt the strategic alliance between Russia
and China, but it will fail - Shmgu

BEIJING February 1

The West wants to sow discord
in the strategic partnership
between Russia and China,
but it will not succeed, Russian
Security Council Secretary
Sergei Shoigu said on Sunday.

Earlier in the day, Shoigu
arrived in China for talks with
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi.

“Westerners dream day and
night of how to create discord
in the strategic partnership
of our states. I would like to
emphasize once again: Moscow
and Beijing will not sit idly by
and tolerate biased insinuat-
ions,” Shoigu was quoted as

saying by the press service of
Russia’s Security Council.

Western countries have made
it arule to justify their actions
by the threat from Russia and
China, the official added.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping maintain an active
dialogue and will continue it
on a regular basis this year,
Shoigu said.

“The leaders of our countries
maintain friendly relations and
conduct the most active dialo-
gue. Therefore, it is only natural
that such communication will
continue on a regular basis
this year,” Shoigu was quoted

as saying by the press service
of Russia’s Security Council.
Shoigu also said that his talks
with Wang were very substan-
tive, during which they discuss-
ed the schedule of contacts,
including at the highest level.
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The discussions also focus-
ed on developments in various
regions of the world affecting
the interests of both Moscow
and Beijing, the statement
added.

Sputnik

8 Muslim states condemn Israel’s repeated ceasefire
violations in Gaza

ABU DHABI February 1

The foreign ministers of the
United Arab Emirates, Tiirkiye,
Egypt, Jordan, Indonesia, Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia and Qatar
on Sunday strongly condemned
Israel’s repeated violations of
the ceasefire in Gaza.

“These actions risk escalating
tensions and undermining eff-
orts aimed at consolidating
calm and restoring stability,”
the ministers warned in a joint
statement, adding that full com-
mitment to the second phase
of the ceasefire is essential.

They urged all parties to fully

uphold their responsibilities
during this critical period, ex-
ercise maximum restraint to
preserve the ceasefire, avoid
any action that could undermine
the ongoing process, and create
conditions conducive to early
recovery and reconstruction.
The ministers reiterated the
importance of advancing ajust
and lasting peace grounded in
the Palestinian people’s right
to self-determination and state-
hood, in accordance with inter-
national law and relevant UN
Security Council resolutions.
Earlier in the day, Ali Abdel

Hamid Shaath, head of the Pale-
stinian technocratic National
Committee for the Administrat-
ion of Gaza (NCAGQ), called for
full adherence to the ongoing
ceasefire in the enclave.

“The NCAG is committed with
partners to prevent further
incidents and protect civilians.
The path forward must be one
of restraint, responsibility, and
respect for civilian life,” the
NCAG chief said.

A fragile ceasefire between
Israel and Hamas took effect on
October 10,2025 after two years
of conflict, following mediation

by Egypt, Qatar, Tirkiye, and
the United States.

Nearly 71,800 Palestinians
have been killed and over
171,500 injured since the Israeli
military campaign in Gaza be-
gan in October 2023, according
to an update by Gaza’s health
authorities on Sunday.

They added that 26 Palestin-
ians were killed and 68 others
injured over the past 24 hours,
noting that a number of victims
remain trapped under the rub-
ble and on roads as rescue and
civil defence teams have been
unable toreachthem. Xinhua

8 kﬂled in bus crash in southern Tiirkiye

ANKARA February 1

Eight people were killed and
26 others injured when a pass-
enger bus travelling in southern
Tirkiye’s Antalya province
veered off the road and over-
turned into a ditch on Sunday,
local broadcaster NTV report-
ed.

The bus crashed after hitting
roadside barriers, with 34 pass-

engers on board. Emergency
teams were dispatched to the
scene following reports of the
crash.

The injured were taken to
nearby hospitals for treatment.

Antalya, a popular tourist
destination on the Mediterra-
nean, has been hit by heavy
rain in recent days.

Xinhua

Sri Lanka allows women to work night shifts in sanitation,

food services

COLOMBO February 1

SriLanka hasissued a gazette
notification allowing women to
work night shifts as sanitary
workers and food service atten-
dants, local media reported on
Sunday.

Minister of Labor Anil Jayan-
tha Fernando introduced the
new regulations through an
amendment to the Shop and
Office Employees (Regulation
of Employment and Remune-
ration) Act.

The amended rules permit
women over 18 to work as
janitorial attendants and food
service attendants between 6
pm and 6 am, and require em-
ployers to provide suitable acc-
ommodation, transportation,

and adequate health and safety
protections.

The measure aims toimprove
workforce participation, as the
female labor force participation
rateis lowin Sri Lanka at about
30 percent. Xinhua
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US doesn’t
want Libya
scenario in Iran
— NATO envoy

WASHINGTON February 1

The US does not want a Li-
bya-style collapse in Iran as it
weighs possible military action
against the country, Washing-
ton’s ambassador to NATO,
Matthew Whitaker, has stated.

Libya remains divided and
unstable more than a decade
after a NATO-backed uprising
toppled longtime leader Muam-
mar Gaddafi in 2011, leaving
rival administrations competing
for power.

In recent weeks, Washington
has dispatched what US Presi-
dent Donald Trump described
as a “beautiful armada” to the
Middle East, led by the aircraft
carrier USS Abraham Lincoln,
to pressure Tehran into accept-
ing a new nuclear deal.

Whitaker told Fox News on
Saturday that Trump “has been
very clear on Iran, and that is
that you can’t have a nuclear
weapon and you need to stop kill-
ing protesters in your streets.”

The US buildup is “a show of
strength, butit alsois an off ramp
for Iran,” which can “deescalate
very easily” by agreeing to
Washington’s terms, he added.

“President Trump has given
them an ultimatum. Obviously,
he does not want to see this spit
out of control. We don’t want to
destabilize a country like Iran the
way Libya was by the [Barack]
Obama administration when
Gaddafi was taken out and
there was no plan for the day
after that,” the envoy explained.

Because of this, Washington
will “be judicious in how we
use our power” against Iran,
Whitaker stressed.

Tehran maintains that its nu-
clear program is purely peace-
ful and that it has no plans to
develop a bomb. The Iranian
authorities also announced in
mid-January that they were able
to restore calm after a wave
of violent protests, which they
claimed had been instigated by
the US and Israel with a goal
of a regime change.

The head of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council, Ali
Larijani, who held talks with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Moscow on Friday, said
that progress was being made
toward negotiations with Wash-
ington. RT
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Heartfelt words of the people who accord a warm welcome to Myanmar
delegation that contested the allegations at ICJ

The Myanmar delegation, which contested the allegations at the public hearings on the merits of the case between Gambia and Myanmar held at International
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague, the Netherlands, from 12 to 29 January to protect the honour of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and for justice and truth,
arrived back in Yangon International Airport on 1 February morning, and people including monks accorded a rousing welcome to the delegation. Heartfelt words
of the people who welcomed the delegation are as follows:

Ma Pu Tu

U Khin Maung Kyaw Din
(Vice Chairman 2 of

Myanmar Press Council)

The Myanmar delegation
made Rebuttal Arguments aga-
inst Gambia. The delegation
has arrived back, and we of
the MPC, on behalf of the news
media, come here to show our
support for the delegation. In
my view, the delegation that
arrived back from the Nether-
lands has achieved almost
cent per cent success. When
we study the merits of a case,
if the defendant can provide
a solid rebuttal, the plaintiff
will surely lose the case. All
the rebuttals of the Myanmar
delegation were fact-based,
precise and it presented them
with full confidence. We all
are happy for that. The dele-
gation was there to protect
the country’s honourand the
people’s interest. We are happy
as it could make the rebuttals

Ma Phyo Thiri Kyaw

with confidence, and as we see
a large welcoming party, we
are encouraged. It is encoura-
ging to see a large number of
youths including students here,
and they together with multiple
organizations ardently come
with full enthusiasm to welcome
the delegation that had contested
the false allegations.

U Zaw Lwin Oo
(Chairman, Yangon Region
Sports and Youth Affairs

Support Committee)

We held a meeting and mem-
bers of the Yangon Region
Sports and Youth Affairs Sup-
port Committee came to the
airport to warmly welcome the
Myanmar delegation that went
to the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) in The Hague,
Netherlands, to defend the dig-
nity and justice of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar. We
are satisfied with their efforts
in addressing the case. Our

U Than Win

country has been unfairly acc-
used, and this is not something
that should have happened.
It is better for the country’s
development when there are
no such disturbances. Young
people will also be able to par-
ticipate and contribute. We
warmly welcome the delegation
for dedicating themselves
wholeheartedly, both mentally
and physically, to serve the
nation with their expertise. We
also urge Myanmar citizens
living abroad to cooperate and
contribute for the sake of the
country.
U Than Win (Member,
Mayangone District YMBA)

Today, we came to Yangon In-
ternational Airport to welcome
the group that went to protect
and defend our country and our
people. Seeing many members
of the public gathered at the
airport to welcome them made
me feel proud. We, the youths
from the YMBA, came together
to welcome these valuable indi-
viduals who devoted themselves
wholeheartedly to protecting
ourrace, religion, and the nation.
I have even greater respect for
these knowledgeable indivi-
duals who went to resolve the
unjust accusations against
Myanmar.

U Win Ko Ko Latt

My name is U Win Ko Ko Latt,

and I am an active participant

U Win Ko Ko Latt

of the patriotism movements.
We, of a combined group of
Patriotic Myanmar Monks
Union (Yangon) and Patriotic
Brothers and Sisters (Yangon)
come here to welcome the dele-
gation led by Union Minister
U Ko Ko Hlaing,. In fact, we come
here to show our solidarity with
the delegation that contested
the allegations at ICJ and wel-
come its rebuttals as citizens
who favour justice and stand
proof to the incorrectness of
Gambia’s accusations. I am
overjoyed to see a large crowd
of people from Yangon includ-
ing those from our two organi-
zations, YMBA and other re-
ligious organizations and natio-
nal brethren. We are a Buddhist
country, and our people will
never ever commit a crime
like genocide, so we want a
fair decision.

Maung Win Ngwe Aung
(Union Nationalities Youth
Capacity Development
Degree College — Yangon)

I am currently studying at
the Union Nationalities Youth
Capacity Development Degree
College (Yangon). I am happy
to have the opportunity to come
to the airport today to welcome
the Myanmar delegation that
went to the ICJ. I feel proud that
they are defending Myanmar
against the unfair lawsuit filed
on the international stage. As

Maung Win Ngwe Aung

the saying goes, “Today’s youth
are tomorrow’s leaders,” I will
take part in national respon-
sibilities to the best of my ability
and strive to learn to become
a good citizen.
MaPuTu
My name is Ma Pu Tu. I am
here to welcome the legal team
and to express my enthusiastic
support for the truth and pre-
stige of our country. As a Myan-
mar citizen, I would like to say
that Myanmar nationals are
people, who boast a very high
culture and are overwhelmed
by the essence of religion. Myan-
mar people are sympathetic
ones. So, I fully believe that they
have never committed genocide.
As a Myanmar national, I am
here to denounce the accusat-
ions of genocide without sound
evidence. Our people are wel-
coming the heroes back on their
return by playing Myanmar
traditional instruments on a
grand scale.
Ma Phyo Thiri Kyaw
I am a first year student
from Thingangyun Education
College.I am glad tolearn that
arguments were successful. I
am also glad to come here. I
would like to express my grati-
tude for the people who arrang-
ed plans for me to come here. I
am proud of myself and happy
to welcome the legal team back.
Yangon news team

More than 14,000 acres of croplands under sesame plantations in KhinU Township

KHINU February 1

Statistics of KhinU Township Agricul-
ture Department mentioned that local
farmers have planted 14,144 acres of
sesame as cold season crops in KhinU
Township of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026 winter cropping
season, KhinU Township planned to

cultivate 12,422 acres of sesame. Plant-
ing began in October last year, and as
of now, cultivation has been completed
on 14,144 acres, exceeding the target,
according to reports.

This year, the KhinU Township De-
partment of Agriculture has been pro-
viding guidance to sesame farmers on

expanding cultivation, proper farming
techniques, adoption of GAP practices,
use of quality and pure seeds, and culti-
vation of high-yielding varieties, it is
learned.

Crops produced under the GAP system
are reported to have higher quality than
those grown using other cultivation

methods, command better prices, and
can be marketed not only domestically
but also in export markets. As a result,
farmers adopting GAP-based product-
ion are expected to achieve greater
economic benefits and improved live-
lihoods.

SMK
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