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Local farmers plant over 7,000 acres of
sunflower in Sagaing Township

c - A
PAGsunfiowerplantationti

Sagaing September 9
According to Sagaing

Township Agriculture De-
partment, local farmers plant-
ed 7,045 acres of sunflower
as monsoon crops in Sagaing
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

Local authorities ear-

marked 12,366 acres of sun-
flower in the township this
monsoon but farmers grew
7,045 acres of crops against
the target cultivation.

“This year, during
the 2025-2026 rainy sea-
son crop period in Saga-
ing Township, more than

10,000 acres of sunflower
are planned for cultivation.
So far, over 7,000 acres have
already been planted, and
cultivation is still continu-
ing. Efforts are being made
to meet the target acreage.
To help reduce the country’s
reliance on imported palm

oil, sunflower—a major oil
crop—is being expanded.
The oil yield per acre from

“ sunflower is higher than that

of groundnut or sesame.
Sunflower is cultivated only
in the cold season,” said

8 U Myo Thant Aung, Head
| of the Sagaing Township

Department of Agriculture.

It is reported that to ex-
pand sunflower cultivation
in Sagaing Township, the

i Township Department of

Agriculture is intensifying
educational training pro-
grams, both to strengthen
departmental staff capacity
and to increase the capacity of
farmers who grow sunflower.

This year, farmers in Sa-
gaing Township who are cul-
tivating sunflower are being
supported with seed supplies,
access to Urea fertilizer at
subsidized prices, and distri-
bution of sunflower varieties
through farmer-to-farmer
exchange systems. 206

Thai Supreme Court
orders former PM
Thaksin back to jail
after ruling hospital
stay unlawful

Bangkok September 9

Thailand's Supreme
Court ruled on Tuesday
that former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra was
unlawfully allowed to stay in
hospital detention and should
return to prison to complete
his sentence.

The court's Criminal Di-
vision for Holders of Politi-
cal Positions concluded that
Thaksin's six-month hospital
stay cannot be counted as
time served for a one-year
sentence.

"The time spent at a po-
lice hospital cannot be de-
ducted as days of imprison-
ment," the court statement
said.

"The defendant must
therefore serve the prison

sentence for one year accord-
ing to a royal decree," it said.

Thaksin returned to Thai-
land in August 2023 after
over 15 years of self-imposed
exile. Upon arrival, he was
taken into custody to serve
an 8-year sentence on three
convictions involving cor-
ruption and abuse of power,
which was later reduced to
one year by royal pardon.

After serving less than 24
hours in jail, he was trans-
ferred from a Bangkok prison
to the Police General Hos-
pital, citing critical health
concerns.

The 76-year-old served as
the Southern Asian country's
prime minister from 2001
to 2006.

Xinhua

More than 10,000 acres of rainfed paddy
planted in Dabayin Township

Dabayin September 9

Statistics of YeU District
Agriculture Department stat-
ed that a total of 10,838 acres
of rainfed paddy has been
planted in Dabayin Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 rainy
season crop period, it is
planned to cultivate 120,391
acres of rainfed paddy in
Dabayin Township. Plant-
ing began in June this year,
and as of today, a total of
108,38 acres have already
been cultivated.

“This year, more than
120,000 acres of rainfed
paddy are planned for cul-
tivation in Dabayin Town-
ship. So far, over 10,000
acres have been planted.
Efforts are being made to
fully meet the target acre-
age. Necessary techniques
and quality seeds are being
provided, and field-level
support is given to farmers
so that paddy can be planted
in time,” said U Zaw Myint
Htwe, Head of Shwebo
District Department of

Agriculture.

It is reported that during
this rainy season, the respec-
tive Township Department
of Agriculture is cooperating
with local farmers to ensure
that rainfed paddy can be
cultivated systematically
without difficulties.

Farmers in Dabayin
Township are also being
provided with agricultural
techniques, awareness on
pest prevention, guidance
to avoid crop losses, and
instructions to ensure har-

vested paddy is stored under
cover in time.

To achieve successful
cultivation and good yields
in this year’s rainfed paddy
fields in Dabayin Township,
officials and staff from the
Township Department of
Agriculture are carrying
out field supervision and
providing guidance on the
use of quality pure seeds,
pest control, weeding and
thinning, removal of inferior
varieties, and systematic use

of fertilizers. 206

Kalay Township grows more than 20,000
acres of maize and sweet corns

Kalay September 9

Farmers grew 21,964
acres of maize and sweet
corns as monsoon crops in
Kalay Township of Saga-
ing Region, according to
Kalay Township Agriculture
Department.

For the 2025-2026 rainy
season crop period, it is
planned to cultivate 17,254
acres of seed maize and 6,028
acres of sweet corn, total-
ing 23,282 acres, in Kalay
Township. Planting began

in June this year, and as of
today, 16,001 acres of seed
maize and 5,963 acres of
sweet corn—together totaling
21,964 acres—have already
been cultivated.

“This year, more than
23,000 acres of seed maize
and sweet corn are planned
for cultivation in Kalay Town-
ship. So far, over 21,000 acres
have been planted. Efforts
are being made to meet the
full target acreage. To ensure
successful maize cultivation,

awareness is being provided
to farmers, including guid-
ance on preventing pest and
disease outbreaks,” said Daw
Marn Ewe, Head of the Ka-
lay Township Department of
Agriculture.

Itis learned that the Town-
ship Department of Agricul-
ture is providing farmers who
grow seed maize and sweet
corn with training, field dem-
onstrations, pest prevention
measures against stalk borers,
and integrated crop protec-

tion methods, including the
use of trichogramma, neem,
and chili-based insecticides.
Farmers are also being given
technical knowledge on effec-
tive cultivation practices.

In Kalay Township, seed
maize yields exceed 50 bas-
kets per acre, with a cultiva-
tion cost of about K500,000
per acre. Sweet corn yields
average around 15,000 ears
per acre, with a cultivation
cost of over K500,000 per

acre. 206

French PM Francois
Bayrou loses confidence
vote over budget cuts

Paris September 9

French Prime Minister
Francois Bayrou on Monday
lost a confidence vote in the
French National Assembly
over his budget plan seeking
to save billions of euros per
year in government spending.

According to the results
announced by the Speaker of
the French National Assem-
bly, Yael Braun-Pivet, only
194 were in favor of Bayrou
out of 558 valid votes. This
marks the first time in the
history of the Fifth Republic
that a government has fallen
during a vote of confidence,
local media reported.

Speaking to the deputies
Monday afternoon ahead of
the vote, Bayrou stressed
that France's excessive debt

was "life-threatening" for the
country.

According to official fig-
ures, France's public debt
stood at 3,345.8 billion euros
(about 3,914.6 billion U.S.
dollars), or 114 percent of its
GDP, at the end of the first
quarter of 2025.

"Reality will remain in-
exorable, spending will con-
tinue to rise, and the burden
of debt, already unbearable,
will grow heavier and more
costly," Bayrou said, urging
the country to "act without
delay."

"It only requires the
mobilization and moder-
ate efforts from everyone,
provided we act in time," he
stressed.

Xinhua
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Kalay District to grow more than 7,000 acres

Kalay September 9

Local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 7,189
acres of cowpea as cold sea-
son crops in Kalay District
of Sagaing Region in coming
cold season, according to
Kalay District Agriculture
Department.

For the 2025-2026 winter
crop season, it is planned

to cultivate a total of 7,189
acres of cowpea in Kalay
District, with 5,952 acres in
Kalay Township, 80 acres in
Kalewa Township, and 1,157
acres in Mingin Township.
Kalay District Agricul-
ture Department Head, U
Aung, said: “This year, for
the coming winter crop sea-
son, over 7,000 acres of

of cowpea in coming cold season

v~ =
e A

cowpea are planned in Ka-
lay District. Efforts will be
made to fully meet the target
acreage. Cowpea cultivation
has been improving year by
year. To ensure good yields
and quality, we will work
together with farmers to pro-
vide good-quality and pure
seeds, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest techniques.”

In Kalay District, farm-
ers are cultivating cowpea
varieties such as Yezin-8 and

- Yezin-11, which are suitable

for the region and have good
yields. It is learned that culti-

; | vation costs per acre amount
i to over K300,000.

This year, during the win-
ter crop season, for pulse
cultivation, the department
is cooperating with farmers
to provide good-quality and
pure seeds, essential inputs,
and post-harvest technolo-
gies to improve yield and
quality. In addition, efforts
are being made to mobilize
and educate lead farmers on
the use of beneficial Tricho-
derma fungi during pulse
cultivation.

Sagaing Region has the
largest cultivation area for
pulses in the country. Pulses
are grown not only as major
crops but also as intercrops,
enabling farmers to grow
them as profitable income-
generating crops. 206

Public

and robbing.

public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called

CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly kill-

ing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteach-

ers, and members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH?”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating
and killing people and committing destructive activi-

ties, is to protect the lives and property of the general

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Plan underway to grow more than
5,000 acres of soya bea in Katha District
this year

Katha September 9

Statistics of Katha Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
said that local farmers will
grow 5,280 acres of soya
bean in coming cold season
in Katha District of Sagaing
Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter
crop season, it is planned
to cultivate a total of 5,280
acres of soybean in Katha
District—335 acres in Ka-

tha Township, 205 acres
in Indaw Township, 4,605
acres in Htigyaing Township,
and 135 acres in Bamauk
Township.

Katha District Agricul-
ture Department Head, U
Myint Soe, said: “This year,
the target for soybean in
Katha District is over 5,000
acres. Efforts will be made
to fully meet the planned
acreage. We will also provide

awareness to prevent pest
infestations. Farmers have
been encouraged to secure
the necessary quality seeds
and informed of ways to
obtain them.”

In Katha District, Town-
ship Agriculture Depart-
ments are providing farmers
with knowledge on using
high-quality and pure seeds
suitable for the region, fol-
lowing proper cultivation

practices, preventing pest in-
festations, systematic use of
fertilizers, and ensuring good
yields.

During this crop season,
in cultivating various types of
pulses, the department is also
working with farmers to pro-
vide good-quality and pure
seeds, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest technologies to
improve the yield and quality
of pulse crops. 206

Mawlaik District to plant 8,000 acres of
sunflower in upcoming winter crop season

Mawlaik September 9
In Mawlaik District,
Sagaing Region, plans are
in place to cultivate 8,000
acres of sunflower during
the upcoming winter crop
season, according to records
from the Mawlaik District

Agriculture Department.
For the 2025-2026 win-
ter crop season, the dis-
trict has allocated 5,564
acres in Mawlaik Township
and 2,436 acres in Phaung-
pyin Township, totaling

8,000 acres for sunflower
cultivation.

“This year, for the up-
coming winter crop season
in Mawlaik District, we
have planned to cultivate
8,000 acres of sunflower.
We are working to ensure
the target acreage is fully
met. To reduce reliance on
imported edible oils, we are
promoting the expansion
of sunflower cultivation,
as it is an oilseed crop.
Sunflower yields more oil

per acre compared to other
crops like groundnut and
sesame. Sunflowers are
primarily planted in the

B

winter season,” said Daw
Kywe Kywe Hlaing, head
of the Mawlaik District
Agriculture Department.
To support the expan-
sion of sunflower cultiva-
tion in Mawlaik District, the
township-level Agriculture
Department is intensifying
efforts to provide educa-
tional training programs.

These programs aim to
enhance the capabilities
of both staff and sunflower
farmers.

Additionally, this year,
the district has made ar-
rangements to supply sun-
flower seeds to farmers,
provide urea fertilizer at
affordable prices, and dis-
tribute sunflower varieties
through a farmer-to-farmer
exchange system, according
to the department.

206

More than 7,000
acres of groundnut
planted in Myinmu
Township this year

Myinmu September 9

Statistics of Sagaing Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers have
so far planted 7,474 acres of
groundnut as monsoon crops
in Myinmu Township of Sa-
gaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, it was
planned to cultivate 25,980
acres of groundnut in My-
inmu Township. Cultivation
began in June this year, and
as of today, a total of 7,474
acres have been planted.

Sagaing District Agricul-
ture Department Head, Daw
Thida Lwin, said: “This year,
the target for Myinmu Town-
ship is over 20,000 acres of
groundnut. Up to now, more
than 7,400 acres have been
cultivated, and efforts are be-

ing made to meet the planned
target. As an oil crop, ground-
nut is in a successful state,
and cultivation is improving
year by year.”

In Myinmu Township,
groundnut cultivation re-
quires about one and a half
baskets of seed per acre, with
costs including seed expens-
es, labor charges, fertilizers,
and pesticides totaling more
than K200,000 per acre. On
average, one acre yields over
50 baskets.

This year, the Township
Agriculture Department staff
members have been conduct-
ing field inspections and
keeping monitoring records
in order to ensure successful
cultivation, prevent pest and
disease outbreaks, and control
weeds in groundnut fields.206
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