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SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at the ceremony to
mark International Anti-Corruption Day

Senior Ge}ler-a

Nay Pyi Taw December 9

Chairman of the State
Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing delivered a
speech at the ceremony to
mark the International Anti-
Corruption Day at the Myan-
mar International Convention
Centre I in Nay Pyi Taw this
morning.

Also present at the cer-
emony were SAC Joint Sec-
retary General Ye Win Oo,
council members, union-level
dignitaries, union ministers,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chairman, senior Tatmadaw
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief, the
commander of Nay Pyi Taw
Command, deputy ministers
and officials of Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission, winners in
the poster, video and article
contests to mark the anti-
corruption activities, students
and guests together with chief
ministers of regions and states
through a video conferencing.

First, the Senior General
pressed the button to unveiled
the signboard to mark the
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INTERNATIONAL ANTICOHRUPTION DAY

commemorative day.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Senior General said
that the 9 December was
designated as International
Anti-Corruption Day in 2003
in order to enhance aware-
ness about anti-corruption
activities regarding the United
Nations Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination
(CERD). Since 2003, coun-
tries around the world have
been commemorating this day
annually.

The theme for this year's
International Anti-Corruption
Day is "Uniting with Youth
against Corruption: Shaping
Tomorrow’s Integrity." This
slogan aligns with the efforts
of Myanmar's Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission, which has
been implementing a youth
education and awareness pro-
gramme on anti-corruption
since 2022, including talk
shows, discussions, and col-
laborations in the field of edu-
cation. It reflects the commis-
sion's ongoing commitment
to fighting corruption and its

"y I,.-..-‘:
4*

R

- r“G
__

long-term goals in shaping a
future of integrity.
Corruption, driven by
malice, transforms human
society into a world of suf-
fering and destruction, un-
dermining the well-being of
socioeconomic environments.
It leads to the disappearance

in %ung llaing delivers speechfatithe ceremony t,(‘)_n.l‘flrk InternanolLalAntl-,Corglptlgn Day.

is often simply associated
with bribery and corruption,
but in reality, it is a wide-
spread and deeply harmful
phenomenon in the human
world. It includes extortion,

of justice and harms both the *

State and the general public. |

Furthermore, corruption not
only disrupts the country's
development goals but also
endangers the rule of law and
the maintenance of peace and
stability. In practice, it is uni-
versally acknowledged that
this perspective holds true.
The issue of corruption
is not only a serious problem
in Myanmar, but it is also a
widespread disease around
the world. It has become a
problem that affects not only
the governments of developed
and developing countries, but
also some private sectors and
charitable organizations that
engage in non-profitable ac-
tivities, which are also becom-
ing entangled in corruption.
The term "corruption"

satisfaction that, in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of
Education and the Ministry
of Science and Technology,
edutainment programmes to
promote integrity and youth
forums are being actively
implemented in basic educa-
tion schools and universities.
These efforts aim to foster a
spirit of disapproval, shame,
and resistance to corruption
among the younger genera-
tion. It is also noted that harm-

. ful emotions such as love,

hatred, greed, anger, delu-
sion, and fear contribute to
the commission of unethical
acts. Therefore, it is essential
to educate young people, stu-
dents, and learners from an
early age to ensure they are
free from malice and develop
pure and clean minds, focus-
ing on human dignity and
moral conduct.

proving themselves and their
surroundings, and collectively
contribute to the development
and well-being of the nation.
This call emphasizes the im-
portance of commitment and
joint effort.

The government, in line
with its motto "Keep Mov-
ing Forward to Achieve Our
Goal," is committed to pri-
oritizing the interest of the
nation and all its citizens,
striving to enhance the so-
cioeconomic life. Therefore,
it is essential to adopt the
established objectives, goals,
and policies as guiding prin-
ciples, and to collaborate with
the commission in efforts to
combat corruption. In order
to ensure a corruption-free
nation, everyone is encour-
aged to treat the fight against
corruption as a national duty,
working together with deter-

= =[gpS[gpS s} Eepmeocdad Songoladgodespcs
A(lilgm“% Uniting wrth Youth Against Corr-uption: 5’: ; .‘
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deceit, the embezzlement of
State funds and resources, the
misuse of public money for
personal gain, and obtaining
self-interest through illegal
means. These are all forms
of corruption. Corruption
leads to committing crimes,
encourages violent attacks,
and undermines the rule of
law and democratic systems.
As a result, it has become a
global issue, a serious disease.

The government would
like to state that it has set
missions and visions aimed
at reducing corruption, en-
suring the establishment of a
corruption-free society, and

| protecting the public interest.

With good intentions for the
country, the government is
working diligently to combat
corruption and put these ef-
forts into action.

It has been observed with

The assets and wealth ac-
quired through corrupt prac-
tices and greed, which are
seized as public funds, are
clearly outlined in the Anti-
Corruption Law. Therefore, it
is necessary not only to take
legal action against those who
commit corruption, but also
to ensure the effective and
precise implementation of the
law to confiscate the wealth
and assets accumulated from
corruption, as public funds, in
accordance with the law.

According to the motto of
the commission, "A country
free from corruption, pros-
perous and peaceful," it is es-
sential for the government and
the entire people of the nation
to actively and harmoniously
collaborate in the fight against
corruption. Each individual,
group, and society must aban-
don corruption, work on im-

NTI-CORRUPTION DAY

eglgpbeod

mination as part of honouring
the 21st International Anti-
Corruption Day.

The Senior General
awarded winners in the poster,
video and article contests
to mark the anti-corruption
activities.

The Chairman of the com-
mission presented a medal to
mark the International Anti-
Corruption Day to the Senior
General.

Chairman of the commis-
sion U Sit Aye reported to
the Senior General on work
progress of the commission
and its future plans.

The Senior General and
dignitaries watched a video
clip to mark the commemo-
rative day and viewed round
the documentary photos
on activities of combatting
corruption.
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5™ National Sports Festival 2024 opens; Chairman of State
Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing addresses inauguration ceremony

Nay Pyi Taw December 9

The opening ceremony
of the 5" National Sports
Festival 2024 was held at
Wunna Theikdi Stadium
here this evening, graced and
addressed by Chairman of
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-

presidents and members of
Myanmar sports federations,
specially invited guests, man-
agers, coaches and athletes of
sports contingents of union
ministries and regions and
states, Tatmadaw members,
staff of ministries, students
and sports enthusiasts

by a fireworks display and
a joint performance of the
song “Beautiful and lovely
Myanmar” by the Fine Arts
Department of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and Cul-
ture and the Basic Education
Depart-ment, Ministry of
Education.

eral Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present were Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla, wife of the
Senior General, Vice Chair-
man of State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Vice-Senior General Soe
Win and wife Daw Than Than
Nwe, SAC Secretary General
Aung Lin Dway and wife,
Joint SAC Secretary Ge-
neral Ye Win Oo and wife,
SAC members and wives,
union ministers, union level
officials and wives, the Nay
Pyi Taw Council chair, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief,
the Nay Pyi Taw Command
commander, deputy minis-
ters, members of Olympic
Committee, presidents, vice

First, the Senior General
and wife planted a gangaw
sapling in commemoration
of the sports festival and
sprinkled scented water of
the inscription marking the
tree planting activity.

At the start of the cer-
emony, paratroopers of the
free-diving team bearing the
flag of the sports festival and
the region/state flags jumped
into the sports ground in

honour of the ceremony and

saluted the Senior General.
Vocalist Htoo Al Lin sang
the song “Our Myanmar”
and a lighting show was
presented to the accompani-
ment of Myanmar orchestra.
The inauguration was marked
with a countdown, followed

The State Military Band
took position in the sports
ground. Later, led by the Flag
Bearer troop, sports contin-

gents from ministries and
regions and states took posi-
tions in the sports ground,
raised the State Flag and sa-
luted it. Honourable athletes
of the golden age of Myan-
mar sports conveyed the Flag
of the festival into the sports
stadium and raised it.

In his keynote address,
the Senior General said in
all seriousness, the country
must imple-ment a point
“To elevate the Health and
Sports sectors inclusive of
all the people, improving the
longevity and health of the
nation” of the nine objec-
tives adopted by the State.
The objectives of the sports
festival are: improvement of
national sports standard, en-
suring victories in the coming
33th SEA Games and other
international games, gen-
eration of qualified athletes
who will bring honour to the
country and promising new
generation athletes, cement-
ing friendship among regions
and states and ministries and
pro-motion of sports activi-

Per:formersfentertainingfthelspectatorss

ties, en-hance public sports
awareness and public par-
ticipation in sports activities.
The sports festival is a
proof of the national pride
and strong patriotism of citi-
zens, their love for the coun-
try, unity, nationa-listic fervor
and cooperation and peace
and stability. The Senior
General expressed thanks to
officials who made efforts for
holding the festival success-
fully and on a grand scale,
sports federations, athletes,
artists of literature, music,
movie, and thabin worlds,
and students who rendered
a helping hand, saying their
efforts are recognized.
Myanmar organized the
National Sports Festival four
times, in 1992, 1994, 1997
and 2015. The country can
hold the fifth festival only
after a period of nearly ten
years has passed. Sports pro-
motion is an honorable activ-
ity. If it is valued as a national
duty, the country will be able
to produce disciplined, fit and
healthy human resources for

the country that will serve
the national interest in unity.

Sportsmanship plays a
crucial role in sports compe-
titions. It not only fosters a
spirit of perseverance, but also
helps indi-viduals build self-
confidence and develop the
courage to face and overcome
challenges in life. Recogniz-
ing the diverse perspectives
on sports, the highest ideal
remains that "promoting and
fostering sports is a means of
protecting the nation."

He stated that the Na-
tional Sports Festival, first
held in 1992, has produced
numerous nationally ac-
claimed athletes in various
sports categories. A review
of Myanmar's sports history
reveals that the 1970s were
a golden era for the nation's
athletic achievements.

The Myanmar national
football team also achieved a
not-able accomplishment, win-
ning the Fairest Team award
at the 1972 Munich Olympic
Football Tournament.

See Page 14




Page 14

10-12-2024

From Page 13

Among the many exceptional
athletes who brou-ght glory
to the country during that
golden era, Capt Tin Aung
(Goalkeeper),U Aye Maung
Gyi,

U Than Soe@Sabthee, U
Nanda Kyaw Swar, U Bhone
Myint, U Myint Aung, U
Thant Zin, Daw Jennifer
Tin Lay, Daw Than Than,
Daw Mar Mar Min, Daw
Khin Mumu, Daw Nu Nu Yi,
Major Myint Soe, and Daw
Kyin Lwang are still alive
and well. They continue to
engage in sports activities
to the best of their abilities,
and I take great pride in their
achievements.

Throughout history, our
ethnic brothers and national
team players have earned
medals in international com-
petitions. They have proudly
raised the flag of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar to
the top of the flagpole on the
international

level, fulfilling their duty.
There-fore, I would like to
emphasize the importance of
every citizen working togeth-
er to promote the sports sec-
tor. Sporting achievements
that elevate the Myanmar flag

in international competitions
significantly enhance the
country's prestige and raise
its global standing.
Ministry of Sports and
Youth Affairs is implement-
ing mea-sures to promote
the education and health of
young people alongside the
development of the sports
sector. Since programs are be-
ing implemented from mass
sports to excellent sports lev-
els to develop out-standing
athletes, it is essential for the
entire public, including stu-
dents, youth, and people with
disabilities, to participate.
The country's sports sector
is currently making progress
and achieving success due
to the government's focus on
promoting sports. [ urge eve-
ryone not to be content with
this progress, but to continue
striving towards the goal of
"dominating the world with
Myanmar sports," achieving
even greater success than be-
fore, and standing tall among
the international commu-nity.
We are awarding a well-
deser-ved increase in honors,
includ-ing cash prizes, to
our national athletes who
have won medals in inter-
national competitions. In

(GroupldancesHin)progressy

addition, former athletes who
once brought glory to the
country are also recognized
with monthly stipends and
honorary degrees. There-
fore, I encourage the athletes
participating in this major
sports competition to strive
for success, become national
champions, and bring glory
to the country.

It is possible that de-
veloping the sports sector
with the sole effort of the
Ministry of Sports and Youth
Affairs may face challenges.
Therefore, related ministries
and sports federa-tions must
collaborate, and the entire
public should view this as a
national responsibility, work-
ing together with interest and
cooperation.

Regarding the connec-
tion between education and
sports, the country's educa-
tion system is student-cen-
tered, which pro-vides an
advantage for cooperation in
the sports sector. As a result,
sports time has been incorpo-
rated into school curri-cula,
with a provision making it
compulsory for students to
learn a specific sport. Ad-
ditionally, sports have been
included in the grading sys-

tem, arrangements have been
made for students excelling
in sports to attend the Insti-
tute of Sports and Physical
Education, and sports schol-
arships have been awarded.
The Ministry of Educa-
tion is required to develop a
project to encourage every
student to participate in one

of the sports and to draw a
sports calendar to organize
sports competitions for basic
education levels and col-
leges/university levels yearly.
Only then, will the process of

integration of sports and
edu-cation be smooth and

with the emergence of new
generation athletes, contrib-
uting to the sustainable sports
development of Myanmar.

It can be seen that youth
athletes in neighbouring
countries can break not only
world youth records but also
world records in their student
sports festivals. Therefore,

it is necessary to take meas-
ures for the resurgence of
Myanmar sports standards
by drawing a sports calendar
that includes organizing ad-
vanced sports competition in
addition to student and youth
sports competitions and inter-

ministry sports competitions
in the upcoming year.

In the current national
sports festival, competitions
will be held for 23 types
of sports in state and re-
gion competitions, six types
of sports for inter-ministry
sports competitions and four
types of sports for para sports

competitions.

Athletes and athletic
teams have prepared to par-
ticipate in competitions to put
their skills, strength, stamina,
techniques and spirit to the
test.

See Page 15
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Therefore, they are urged to
compete with high standards
of sports spirit and sports
culture in accordance with
the reputation of the sports
festival.

True to the nature of
sports competitions, there
will be disputes when com-
petition beco-mes intense.
However, athletes are urged
to compete honestly with
high standards of sports spirit
and culture. All athletes are
required to compete in ac-
cordance with disciplines,
rules and regulations adopted
for competitions fairly and
relentlessly out of persever-
ance, effort, endeavour and
courage. Athletes are urged to
promote the sports culture by
comfort-ing losers when one
wins competitions, accepting
the defeat and empathizing

with winners when one loses
competitions and offering
help when other competitors
are in danger.

Responsible officials are
required to train competent
athletes who emerge winners
from respective competitions
in camps so that they become
Myanmar national selected
athletes who can compete
in the 33 SEA games and
other international sports
competitions.

Participating in sports
revi-talizes patriotic spirit,
national spirit and national
characte-ristics and contrib-
utes to the health and fitness
of the entire people. There-
fore, athletes are urged to
compete out of sports spirit to
win competitions. In conclu-
sion, the Senior General said
he hoped that many athletes,
who can live up to the image

of the country, will emerge
from the current competition
and opened the 5th National
Sports Festival. As soon as
the speech ended, fireworks
commemorating the opening
ceremony were set off.

Then, national selected
athletes relayed the torch of
the sports festival along the
designated route onto the
beacon on the stage in front
of the grand stand. As soon
as the torch was in place, an-
other commemorating torch
on the top of the southeast
corner of the sports grounds
was on. Then, athletes and
referees vowed the sports
pledges and left the sports
grounds together with flag
bearers.

Afterward, the third agen-
da of the ceremony was held
and the Senior General and
wife and attendees enjoyed

group dances covering six
historical eras of Myanmar
performed by artists from the
Fine Arts Department of the
Ministry of Religious Affairs
and Culture and music and
performances of members
of Myanmar Paralympic
Sports Federation, Myanmar
Motion Picture Association,
Myanmar Chinlon Federa-
tion and Myanmar Comedi-
ans Association and students
from Nationalities Youth Re-
source Development Degree
College.

Then, fireworks com-
memorating the success of
the opening ceremony of the
sports festival were set off
and the Senior General and
wife greeted the guests by
waving hands and cordially
greeted former national se-
lected athletes and artists .

The first national sports

festival featuring 22 types
of sports was held in Yangon
from 3 to 16 May, 1992.
The second national sports
festival featuring 24 types
of sports was held in Yangon
from 25 January to 6 Febru-
ary, 1994. The third national
sports festival featuring 29
types of sports was held in
Yangon from 11 to 24 Janu-
ary, 1997. The third national
sports festival featuring 27
types of sports was held in
Nay Pyi Taw from 13 to 28
February, 2015. The fifth
national sports festival has
been held on a grand scale at
the national level since early
December in Nay Pyi Taw
with the aims of enhancing
the sports standards of the
country, achieving success in
the 33rd SEA games and oth-
er international sport compe-
titions, nurturing potential

new generation athletes and
highly qualified athletes who
can live up to the reputations
of the country, increasing the
sports activities by building
friendship among regions
and states and ministries
and encouraging the people
to participate in sports by
inspiring interest in sports
among them by organizing
competitions for 33 types of
sports including six sports
types at the ministry level,
competitions for 23 types
of sports at the state and
region level and competi-
tions for four type of sports
at the paralympic level.
Paralympic sports competi-
tions were held from 5 to 8
December and competitions
at the ministry level and the
state and region level are
being held.
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Xinhua Headlines: Syrian gov't collapses in sud-
den upheaval with far-reaching repercussions

Tisphootiena b D@&&mmﬁg}m@
fafterdanfexplosionfin]Damascus¥Syria¥

Damascus December 9
Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad has reportedly re-
signed and arrived in Russia

for asylum as his government
collapsed on Sunday follow-
ing a sweeping offensive by
militant groups.

The groups, led by Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), waged
amajor offensive from north-
ern Syria since Nov. 27, and
have since swept southwards
through government-held
areas, capturing the capital
Damascus within 12 days.

The fall of al-Assad's
government brought a sur-
prise end to the nearly 14-
year Syrian civil war, add-
ing to uncertainties for both
the war-torn nation and the
broader Middle East.

Although the Syrian gov-

ernment and militant groups
have been at deadly feud
with each other since 2011,
large-scale military conflicts
largely grounded to a halt in
2020. The recent offensive,
however, has taken the gov-
ernment by storm, showcas-
ing a formidable momentum
from the outset.

Within just days, the
groups captured the central
province of Hama, after over-
running key territories in the
northwestern provinces of
Aleppo and Idlib.  Xinhua

Businesspersons send 550,000 pieces of
dragon fruits to Yangon market in November

Yekyi December 9

Local farmers and busi-
nesspersons from Yekyi
Township of Ayeyawady
Region shipped 550,000
pieces of dragon fruits to
Yangon market in Novem-
ber 2024, said Daw Cherry,
the owner of fruit wholesale
centre in Yekyi Township.

They sent 450,000 piec-
es of dragon fruits in Octo-
ber, compared to 550,000
pieces of fruits in Novem-
ber. Local farmers grow
dragon fruit plants in or-
ganic techniques.

Daw Cherry disclosed:
“Farmers and traders dis-
patched a large number of

dragon fruits to Yangon
market in November. The
fruits from Yekyi Town-
ship are quality, attracting
customers and consum-
ers. Now, the fruits can
be plucked at the farms
in Yekyi Township. So,
farmers send their fruits to
Yangon market.”

Dragon fruit fetches
K1,000 to K2,200 at the
domestic market, depending
on sizes and quality. Thanks
to high demand of the fruit
from Yangon market, those
in production chain can earn
increased incomes for their
families.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Cambodia launches
innovative packaging
center to boost food in-
dustry competitiveness

Phnom Penh December 9

Cambodia has launched
an innovative packaging
center to boost food industry
competitiveness and sus-
tainability, said a joint press
release on Monday.

Located at and adminis-
tered by the Royal Univer-
sity of Agriculture (RUA) in
Phnom Penh, the Cambodia
Packaging Center (CPC) was
inaugurated last Friday, the
press release said.

The center is part of the
Food Technology, Research,
and Innovation Platform,
established by the European
Union-funded CAPFISH-
Capture: Post-harvest Fish-
eries Development project,
which is jointly implemented
by the Fisheries Administra-
tion (FiA) and UN Industrial
Development Organization
(UNIDO).

"This facility represents a
significant step towards Cam-
bodia's more sustainable and
competitive food industry,"
the press release said. "By
providing innovative and sus-
tainable packaging solutions,
the center aims to enhance
food security, reduce waste,
and position the country as
a leader in sustainable food
processing."

Innovative packaging
was crucial for addressing
key challenges faced by food
processors, including food
loss and waste and climate
change issues, it said, adding
that an official assessment
of the packaging landscape
within the agri-business and
food sectors highlighted
these challenges and the
growing demand for practical
solutions.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Rublic:Notice for Eliminationt of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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missile club by Asia Times.
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